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Hearing commenced at 10.21 am

BENNETT, MR IAN
Delivery Driver and Local Manager for State Emergery Service, examined:

BARNSBY, MR DENNIS
Farmer, Captain, Eastbrook Bush Fire Brigade and Fie for Life Inc member, examined:

The CHAIRMAN : The committee hearing is a proceeding of Pagiinand warrants the same
respect that proceedings in the house itself demdiden though you are not required to give
evidence on oath, any deliberate misleading ofcttamittee may be regarded as a contempt of
Parliament. Have you completed a “Details of Wssidorm?

The Witnesses Yes.
The CHAIRMAN : Do you understand the notes attached to it?
The Witnesses Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Did you receive and read an information for wgses briefing sheet regarding
the giving of evidence before parliamentary comeeit?

The Witnesses Yes.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Dennis, could you outline to the committee yoole as captain of the
brigade, how long you have been involved in theanigation and the strength of the brigade?
Likewise | would like lan to provide answers to g@me questions.

Mr Barnsby: | was elected Captain of the Eastbrook Fire &i&ysix, maybe seven, years ago. |
am a hand-me-down, because my father lived on gposite road and, for as long as | can
remember, he was a fire control officer. It wasrenor less a hand-me-down role. | moved to
another brigade and logically became a memberntigtaFrom there | was elected Captain of the
Eastbrook Fire Brigade after someone else retired.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : How much plant, equipment and manpower doeéiriadérigade have?

Mr Barnsby: We currently have 40-plus members. We have finedighting slip-on units, plus
the normal farming firefighting unit. My son antidve one. He spends a lot of time on the vehicle
this time of the year because it is our own prilyatavned unit that we use for other purposes.

Mr Bennett: | have been involved with the SES for 20 yedreave been the local manager; | am
into my second year as local manager here. Throaughme with the SES | have had varied roles,
from communications officer to transport officerdaso on. Our main roles are general rescue,
storm damage, search and flood boat. We alsotadbisr organisations as required. We have
about eight or nine members at the moment. Wanatke middle of preparing for a recruiting
drive. We have two vehicles, a general purposeueesrailer and other equipment. We have the
capability of calling on flood boats from surroungineighbouring units.

Mrs J. HUGHES: A number of local governments are proposing BEESA take over part or all of
a local government’'s bushfire responsibilities. e3& responsibilities include supporting and
administering bushfire brigades and the like. [Ba fiave any comment?

Mr Barnsby: Yes. | personally believe that the relationstiat the bushfire brigades have with
CALM does not need to be interfered with by anyanall. In the situation of a bushfire, | wonder
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how long it would take FESA to get to wherever. wé had somebody of quality based in
Manjimup, for argument’s sake, | cannot see how A&E8uld get to our area and take control of
the fire when the local bushfire brigade is onjte In the four or five fires that we have fought
we have been on the job instantly - and | mean very quickly. | cannot see the situation ever
changing. We are in a small-sized area surroutye@ALM and unallocated land. It does not
take long for a fire to go through your place,h&t happens to be case, and it is on CALM land.
Why would we need FESA to handle the fire whenai$ no idea of the surrounding areas, water
supply and terrain? It also does not have mudmenway of machinery. CALM has everything
and the relationship between the bushfire brigatelsCALM in our area is excellent.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Given the fact that you are pretty close to CALibw important is local
knowledge? Is that knowledge spread evenly actéddsVl and the brigade? Do the brigades have
more knowledge, and how important is that?

Mr Barnsby: | think it is very important for the simple ressthat CALM is aware of the area. Its
officers stay some length of time and they becorry acclimatised to the area. They know what
runs where; they know what happens, when it happadshow it happens. | cannot speak highly
enough of CALM for what it has done when we havd peoblems. The best people who can
manage the area that you live in are the peopleastathere.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : If the government passed legislation and FES#ab® the primary body that
controls major incidences and it delegated thatggdev CALM - in most cases, that is what would
occur here - surely that would not be a problem.

Mr Barnsby: That would not be a problem. As far as | amcewned, there should be only one
fire body outside the town sites, and that bodyushbe CALM.

The CHAIRMAN : That is in this area of Manjimup?

Mr Barnsby: | can speak only for our shire. | have verfjdiknowledge of the surrounding shires
and their terrain.

The CHAIRMAN : Do you see a problem with a scenario whereby AE®uld be the
overarching body that controlled emergency serviaesss the state, including fires, and it
delegated to either local governments or CALM tha case of Manjimup, | assume it would be
CALM? Is such a suggestion workable?

Mr Barnsby: Yes, | do see that as a workable propositioferg& is no better protector of the
forest in our area than CALM.

The CHAIRMAN : Operationally it would stay as is, but the ulite responsibility would come
back to FESA.

Mr Barnsby: | know it is not possible, but | would like teesthe “F” left off “FESA”.

The CHAIRMAN : For a number of reasons FESA is proposing théieire-established as a
department of emergency services. This would nteanremoval of “fire” from the corporate
name. FESA'’s argument is that that removal is @gmpate because fire is just one of the many
emergencies that volunteers attend to across dte sThere has been objection to this on the basis
of a loss of identity. Should the authority beesgablished as a department? Do you have a view
on a name for such a department?

Mr Barnsby: | am just a local farmer. Names do not bother nHowever, departments must
work and they must work well, otherwise they arst ja bloody nuisance. | have a real problem
with it, but | do not know what the name should be.

The CHAIRMAN : Mr Bennett, from the viewpoint of the SES, douybave any issue with
turning FESA into a department?
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Mr Bennett: | think the money that might be spent on chagdtiESA to another name could be
better spent on volunteers. FESA should be le# esrporate body over the top of the individual
departments that are there now. Why change the f8E&nd rescue or bushfires to another name?
Leave them as they are and put the money whesendgeded.

Mr S.R. HILL : lan, you mentioned that you have eight or nireniers and that you are going to
undertake a recruitment drive in the local commuimitthe next few weeks.

Mr Bennett: We have been talking with fire and rescue andwilletalk to bushfires. We will be
doing a combined recruitment drive with the ambaéaservice also.

Mr S.R. HILL : With the ESL funding that has come through sip@@1, what impact has that had
on the local SES being able to purchase equipnte?t e

Mr Bennett: It has been of great benefit. We have neverihad good really. We have had
money to buy equipment.

Mr S.R. HILL : Can you tell the committee what equipment yovehaurchased?

Mr Bennett: We have acquired new radios and other itemshierwelfare of the unit, including
urns.

Mr S.R. HILL : Does the ESL mean that your members have beed from holding cake stalls
and running raffles etc?

Mr Bennett: That is right. We are not doing the fundraisihgt had to be done prior to the ESL.
The ESL has been a godsend. It has really bedefge

Mr P.D. OMODEI : lan, does the SES work with the town brigaderdyrsay, a storm? Itis a
shame that representatives from that organisatrennat here because it has its own rescue
equipment, including a rescue trailer. Do you wimdgether or do you work independently?

Mr Bennett: We have started talking to each other. Workinigp the SES is something that we
need to do more of, along with bushfires. We aae tip officers to get back out onto the field to
do what they do out there and we can carry outatjpers, communications, welfare and other
items. The agencies in town really need to wodetber to benefit the community and the shire.

The CHAIRMAN : You said that the ESL has been a great helpto yrhe current ESL process
calls for local government to compete the graneswh application form for SES unit funding.

Mr Bennett: That has been of great concern to us. If isgmck to FESA, | can see a relationship
forming between the shire and ourselves. It has Is¢retched in different ways and with different
opinions. | have seen the way it is holding thed& and not understanding completely the
information it requires from us and what we wamptrit.

The CHAIRMAN : So you agree that it should go back to FESA thadl you apply straight to
FESA and FESA gives the money straight to you ratien going through the local government?

Mr Bennett: That would be of benefit to us.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Do you believe there would still need to be poréing system back to the local
government to inform it of your requirements angdatalities?

Mr Bennett: | have found it hard to find out why the shieeds to know a lot of the things that we
do. | do not have a problem with letting it knoWWe must work more closely, which we have not
been doing. We need a reporting system becaude ubds are being spent. There certainly
needs to be a report back to the public.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Are you a member of the LEMAC?
Mr Bennett: Yes, | am.
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Mr M.J. COWPER : With an organisation such as yours that hagdithstaffing, do you consider
that training is the key to attracting people tayorganisation? Most people try to divert away
from the administration aspect of an organisatidh.administration training were available for
organisations such as the SES, would that be ddflten

Mr Bennett: It certainly would be. The administration agpesomething that is pushed aside. If
we are lucky enough to recruit someone who is gadtiat, that is fine, otherwise we are battling.
Training in administration and reporting procedurssuld be of benefit to all clubs and
organisations.

The CHAIRMAN : How do you envisage we could improve emergemcyices across the state or
in your local area?

Mr Barnsby: On the emergency services side of things, |ifeel not really have any input. | am
not qualified to speak because | have no traintrg)la My daughter is very involved. | often hear
her go on about rescues at Bluff Knoll and so forfl | can say is that it appears to me to be
pretty organised. She is always at training canffises are vastly different today than when ltfirs
started fighting them as a 16 or 17-year-old. Téeyot last much more than 35 or 40 minutes. It
is either in your property and then it is out ammheg, or it is someone else’s headache. 1t is
obviously CALM’s headache. Given that | have rielas in the organisation from top to bottom, |
cannot see how we could improve its ability andvfag it works. It is not something | consider to
be at our back door.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : The brigade probably does not have a lot to db the SES.

Mr Barnsby: In our community there might be one or two armabak drivers. Because of the QA
system under which we operate, most of us have some medical training first, such as a first aid
course.

Mr Bennett: We need to work closer together. Dennis saylsaseno skills, but the skills Dennis
has are vastly different from ours. He has thetrocbrf fires, while we have input into searches.
By working together we can cross-train. All traigiis nationally recognised. Certainly there is
scope for us requiring their assistance in timestofms and searches and so on as there is from
them requiring assistance from us during fires gwabn for a long period. Working together will
be the key to that.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : How do your communications line up with CALM’'sicathe brigades’? Is
there any connection?

Mr Bennett: Our unit has four communications. We have CARNd bushfire radios in our
vehicles and at our headquarters. We often useMCAddio because it is a better system than our
system. We used it on the weekend for a seartte nEw radio system has been vastly improved
and will give us the capability of talking to théQadios that some farmers may have in their fire
units, right through to aircraft flying overheadk is a completely new and state-of-the-art system
that is being trialled in Western Australia.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Dennis, what do you have in the brigades?

Mr Barnsby: Ninety-five per cent of the Land Cruisers andddin Patrols have CB radios. In our
farming area, we know the six channels that sevenght farmers operate on. We normally go to
our bushfire control officer's channel if we areadire and he instructs us to go straight to tre f

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Does that channel hook up to CALM?

Mr Barnsby: No, we have only two CALM radios in our areaeddless to say, our chief bushfire
control officer has one and there is one on thaway.

The CHAIRMAN : Are you happy with the level of support you rigeefrom local government
and FESA?
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Mr Bennett: The support is there. It is a matter of asking what we require. There is
communication between each one. | know we camomgéed the shire and organise what we require.
It is the same with FESA; we can get straight oit. t&®We have full support there.

The CHAIRMAN : Is there any other matter you wish to raise wita committee? Is there
anything you want to raise that we have missed?

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Dennis, would you comment on the issue of cdleidourning and the need
for co-ordination? Is that an issue for the brigfad

Mr Barnsby: Controlled burning is an issue for everyone atbthe state. It surprises me that we
have a fire about once a week. This week we haean Neerabup, a suburb of Perth. Why?
Have we not learnt over the years that we needoteamtrolled burning? We need to do more
controlled burning than we are currently doingwds outside last night - | suppose | am a queer
character - and | chose to have a look at the saywswhich was for free. It did not cost the share
cent. We would have copped four or five lightngtgkes in our area last night. We definitely got
one, because my son and | were looking at it thmomgy binoculars. What do you do at 9.30 at
night?

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Call CALM.

Mr Barnsby: It is interesting. We need to do more burninihere must be less interference. |

wish | could emphasise that more strongly to thenrotttee. There must be more controlled

burning. 1 read in the paper last week that 2586 &&res have been done. Do you know how big
the Manjimup shire is?

Mr Bennett: Itis 860 000 acres.

Mr Barnsby: And yet we have done only 256 000 acres acrosst&h Australia. It does not
make sense that we do not carry out more controileding. The other issue is unallocated crown
land. No-one wants to do anything with it. Twatloé fires | have been to in the past 11 years have
been on the same piece of land that no-one warisrto My mother died in 1990 and that was the
last time it was burnt. | wish she were still alisgecause it would have been burnt twice in the
meantime and we would not have had to waste Chaistave chasing a fire. Why are we looking
to the old people? They know; and yet we can gsthere today. We definitely need more
controlled burning. | know that pressure is comiram the greens. The pressure in this shire is
now out of grapevines. | did not enjoy it whert kasar we lost a volunteer from Bridgetown. | had
played football against that young fellow and eegbyis company. It will happen in our area some
day. Our area has been very fortunate, believe Alel can say is that we need more controlled
burning; hence, my love of CALM will never die.

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: Do you participate in the prescribed burninghw®€ALM as
volunteers?

Mr Barnsby: While | was on the shire - | have been off it fiearly five years - a CALM officer
drew up a prescribed burn and we burnt the Cohlaserve, which was some 80 acres. Two of
those involved were CALM people, the rest were lmcdf you think that we have time to leave
farming and look after the bush for the governmeéihtave news for you. However, on the other
hand, | also have grandkids and a wife, and | doneed a fire roaring through and down the hill
because suddenly it could be my grandkids overdhd and then my wife and | who are in danger.
We did it. The following year we did the resenteng the road. | was unable to get to the next
one, but our chief bushfire control officer did #mer two. It seems to me that the government
wants to sit back and let us do it. Yes, we operatith CALM through that burn. We had 26 then.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : | have another leading question. Obviously CAhkk a certain strength and
there are certain times of the year that are itee&éurn. With good planning and some kind of a
proper hazard reduction plan for the whole reglmt tombines all the resources, surely we would
be able to burn more than we do now. Do you agrdethat? Is that a valid statement?
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Mr Barnsby: You can combine all the resources you like, Mnddei. If you send people to
Esperance from Pemberton for 10 days - that happlaseyear - and after five days of being home
they are sent to the hills outside of Perth fordbys, where are your resources? Our resources
mean that we are chasing and have a total inaldityo control burning, and one day - | hope it is
not my brothers - they will be cooked. It will lgm. You only have to talk to certain people who
were at the last fire in Perth. There was no rfeedhat fire the other week from Dwellingup to
Collie. It could have been controlled if a lithé more had been done. If we continuously serrd ou
resources from Manjimup and Pemberton to fireoadr the state, how can we get work done in
our area? Those figures are right too - they po¢ @n. It was 10 days in Esperance.

The CHAIRMAN : Are you referring to CALM officers or the volwedr fire brigade people?

Mr Barnsby: | am referring to CALM people. If you start ta one or two gangs, as they call
themselves, out of the area, some of these peeplgpgght when they do not see their families for
periods of time.

Mr M.J. COWPER : What sort of a reduction in the numbers of CApkrsonnel has there been
in Manjimup in recent times? Perhaps | am dirgctins question to the wrong person.

Mr Barnsby: | cannot answer that.
Mr M.J. COWPER : Have you seen a reduction?

Mr Barnsby: Yes, there has been a reduction in personneksihe election of the current
government six years ago.

Mr P.D. OMODEI : Terrible mob!

Mr Barnsby: You asked for it. | sat with a group of newlhe&ed government members who
were creating 168 new jobs. However, they remdvddl Two people ended up out of work. |
would love to have the four people back there.

Mrs J. HUGHES: | refer to liability issues for the volunteeespecially with private equipment.
Do you believe new legislation may impinge on lidpissues?

Mr Barnsby: America here we come! That is the easiest wayut it. My immediate friends in
the farming community and | are insured 24 houdsaunless we are proven to be drunk. That is
the best insurance. | would not waste my timehope | never get injured - applying to the
government. The paperwork and the rubbish you evgalthrough would be a total waste of time.

Mr Bennett: With the issue of personal equipment, we tendatik certain equipment which
means that people tend to provide that equipmesnsilves. It is equipment that we take in
because we know we need it and it is awkward tal@age through the unit or whatever. We have
had a few break-ins that have resulted in a losges$onal items. They have been replaced by
FESA. We are in a position in which we have twsumance policies; one through local
government for items purchased through the ESLthed we have to insure other items through
FESA, items that it has purchased. During a breakst long ago we lost some stuff. | am not
sure of the amount. Half of it was not enoughdacbvered under the shire’s insurance because the
excess was in excess of the items. In turn, thedaninthat the equipment was lost. We need
everything to be insured by one policy rather thplitting it. If everything had been put together,
would have been covered because the amount woukl lbeen over the excess. We get hit with
two excesses with the insurance policies.

Mr Barnsby: As | travel into Manjimup, | do not like lookingt the mess that the fire caused in
April last year. | hate to see black forests.od prefer to see managed areas.

The CHAIRMAN : Thank you for giving us the benefit of your ekpace and knowledge. A
transcript of the hearing will be forwarded to yfmur your correction of typographical errors or
errors of transcription or fact. New material canbe introduced and the sense of evidence cannot
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be altered. Should you wish to provide additian&drmation or elaborate on particular points, you
should submit supplementary submissions for thencitt®e’s consideration. If the transcript is not
returned within 10 days of receipt, it will be desahto be correct.

Hearing concluded at 10.55 am




