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Hearing commenced at 11.30 am

THOMPSON, MR GUY STEPHEN
Director, Technical and Development Services, Shiref Roebourne, examined:

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Welcome to the hearing today. The committeerihgais a
proceeding of Parliament and warrants the sameeceédat proceedings in the house itself
demand. Even though you are not required to gingeace on oath, any deliberate misleading of
the committee may be regarded as contempt of Reeha Have you completed a “Details of
Witness” form?

Mr Thompson: Yes.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Did you receive and have you read an informatmnwitnesses
briefing sheet regarding giving evidence befordigawentary committees?

Mr Thompson: Yes, | did.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : We have a series of generic questions. | ddknotv whether they
have been provided to you, but we will just rurotigh those.

Mr Thompson: Yes; | was hoping you had questions. | onlyehagme notes, because it was a bit
last-minute.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Would you mind giving us a brief overview of yolocal
government area in terms of emergency services?

Mr Thompson: Our local government has for a number of yegrsrated a local emergency
management committee, which has members from a&rahgmergency service agencies and from
a range of towns within the shire. We are probaadgnewhat different from many single-town
locations in that we have fire brigades and SE§doies in a number of towns and we have a series
of plans that are a little bit discrete for diffeteéowns. The arrangements are slightly diffeiant
each of the towns. Apart from our local regionBISA office, we have no career fire people at all
anywhere in the community. So, all of our firevsegs, our State Emergency Services and our
ambulance services are all volunteers. A signmficaimber of people in our community are mining
company workers working 12-hour shifts, so the wtders are placed under a fair amount of
pressure. | am certainly aware that a number ofvolunteers are in fact fire people, SES people
and ambulance drivers all in one, so they are alslyokept reasonably busy. Our prime risks in
emergency management, although we have many, telaielones, storm surges, earthquakes and
tsunamis, so that is probably the focus, althouigér dhe amount of rain we had in the recent
cyclone season, fire will be an interesting exertiss coming summer because we have fuel loads
that are unheard of. We do not have massive @eepies and the sorts of things they have in the
south west, but certainly the low-level stuff isasnbead high instead of waist high, so things may
be interesting this year.

Mr S.R. HILL : What about the industry locations?

Mr Thompson: Industry-wise, we now have a sub-group, whichthe Burrup Industries
Emergency Management Committee - it is an indulstcyssed LEMAC. It was started after a
study to identify some of the industry-related stdpresenting a significant risk. Clearly, if
something like Woodside’s gas plant has some domiajor emergency, our local volunteers are
out of their depth. Resources, training and nus\vesuld not be able to do that. The Burrup
industries group, which I sit on as well, is foatigm linkages between the various industry groups
so that they can support each other, predominamtlyhe Burrup, but also around the port, and
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particularly with the increasing numbers out theré&/e now have Burrup Fertilisers as well.
Although each of the groups has its own emergetenysp as their various regulators require them
to have, there is no linkage or connection betwberHamersley Iron plan and the Woodside plan.
There are now starting to be some of those syrergie

Mr S.R. HILL : Is that a concern to the local authority?

Mr Thompson: Yes, itis. There have been lots of events,thetNego Kym episode, where we
had a ship on fire and a number of people killegntified for us that industry probably had
different expectations of our capability. Theresvem expectation that the community emergency
plan would handle that. It did not, and it willthdecause we have no capacity to deal with a
shipboard fire, as an example. | guess that lggteid to not only industry but also the emergency
people within the community the fact that there ssme quite big gaps. One of the things is that
council actually operates the airport here. Wealueehave an airport fire service. One of the huge
holes in our current emergency planning is in retato airport-related accidents. We are asking
the Karratha or the Dampier volunteer brigade spoad to a potential aircraft incident involving a
737 with 160 people on board. The aviation redoeeservice we had here before could not deal
with that. It was beyond their resources. Witm4specific equipment, we are effectively reduced
to helping the walking wounded, and we can probabp the fire from spreading beyond the
airport and that is probably about it. It is natugual for a regional airport, but we have had
significant passenger growth here in the past 12thsp moving possibly around 300 000
passengers through our airport this year, whichtasting to get back on the fringe again for a
rescue and fire fighting service. The triggerha tegislation is 350 000. That is the point atclh

air services are required to put the service backTihe council here was of the opinion that it did
not want to be without a fire service, and we ict faied to see if we could install our own aviatio
fire service. It is a very difficult task. Theypat Broome have actually done that. Broome and
Norfolk Island are the only two in Australia und@e current legislation that can in fact have a
private service. The air service has to provideaitd | think the cost here was something like
$1.6 million a year to provide a fire service, whis slightly more than it costs us to run the aitp

It becomes an interesting balance. Dealing atethergency level, even with a fire service here,
they still struggle. It makes a significant diace. If there is a major crash here, we will stil
struggle.

In terms of emergencies generally, our communipacdy to deal with anything drastic is limited
by our hospital and medical staff. With three aurfcritically injured people, they are at capacity
That is where they finish. They then need outaskstance, or to transfer people because they just
do not have the resources in the hospital to déhlmwore than three. In a fire, or even in a major
car accident, if more than four are injured, théeptal for someone to die here is probably higher
than elsewhere. That is the stuff we live with.

Mr S.R. HILL : Where | am coming from is that you obviously dawassive industry on your
doorstep. We have had a couple of people comad#ie committee who are concerned that no-
one really knows who has got what equipment. Sohtleat concern has been expressed to us.

[11.40 am]

Mr Thompson: It is a fair concern. | guess | would probabiwve some more of an inside line on
that, as | am sitting on the industry committeehafTis not organised yet, but certainly the
mechanism is now in place for dealing with it, ainid progressing. The problem with a lot of it is
that the companies are a bit loath to demonstredetly what their capability is, for whatever
reason. The sceptic in me says it is probably usxahey are perhaps not where they think they
should be. That is only my opinion on whether ibahe case. Certainly it is slow progress. The
across-fence stuff is very difficult. Woodsidenst all that interested in having anybody come onto
their plant, even in an emergency, and even issfpr support and assistance. Woodside is of the
opinion that it should be within its gates and #fiere contained. Probably the oil and gas stuff
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represents what would be a higher risk than ob\oilne iron ore or the salt. That is likely to be
the style of event that we could probably handyeu know, someone gets hurts, gets run over or
crashes a work vehicle. It is not a lot differémm a community-based injury where you could
have a bus crash or a car crash. It is the oilgagdstuff that is certainly different. There is a
reasonably widely-held belief that Burrup Fertitsseepresents a significant risk. It has emergency
plans, and certainly | have been privy to thogehak done as much as it seems to be able to do to
mitigate the risk.

Mr S.R. HILL : Obviously both the Australian government and #tate government are
concerned, particularly since 2001, about terrorggyportunities. If you look at what you have in
your backyard here, if a terrorist wanted to haveagor impact, it would obviously be to hit the gas
facility or the fertiliser facility. Therefore, yoneed to look after your volunteers, for one, who
would have to go in to try to support that disaster

Mr Thompson: | guess again, being involved with the emergemanagement stuff at a more
finite level than just staying within the communityou probably end up with a different
perspective, because you get to understand witapeble of being done and what is not. | would
say any terrorist activity, apart from a minor skish, is probably beyond our control anyway. If
we struggle when three people are involved, theanathis 150 it is not really an issue. Well,gt i
and it is not, but it is not something we can gat lsead around and say if we upscale and double
our resource capability, then okay, we can handle 8hen we cannot handle 150. It is an
interesting thing. Nevertheless, clearly we hawaes critical infrastructure here that is a potdntia
target. Our airport attracts a reasonable amouattention from DOTARS in terms of our security
provisions. Interestingly, we are a security categd airport and have been for a long time.
However, we have not received any funding at adidsist with upgrading that, despite the fact that
we have nationally critical assets adjacent tofaatlity. That is the motivator for saying that we
need to do something at the airport, yet thereoisunding available at all. It is all resourced by
council from funds derived from the airport. We an the difficult category of airports - there are
39, I think, across Australia - that were alreadtegorised; therefore, we are not eligible for ahy
the funding for new entrants. That means that #ieh$34 million or $39 million - | always get the
numbers around the wrong way - that was made &lajlave are not eligible for that in any shape
or form.

Mr S.R. HILL : That is quite amazing.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Yes, itis.

Mr Thompson: Yes. So, there are 39 airport owners that ateeal happy about it.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Guy, can you just give us the boundaries ofShee of Roebourne?

Mr Thompson: Yes. Size-wise, we are 15 000 square kilometiassically, going south we go
nearly to the Pannawonica turnoff on the highwayPsnnawonica and Onslow are outside our
shire; going north we go just past Whim Creek, lsoua halfway to Port Hedland; and inland we go
out to basically the start of the Millstream-Chistex National Park. In round terms it is about 300
kilometres north-south and about 500 kilometres-east. As | have said, we have five towns:
Dampier, Karratha, Wickham, Roebourne and Pointssam We also have the historic settlement
of Cossack, which is not residential yet but hojgebe soon. That will have some interesting sort
of stuff.

Mr S.R. HILL : Guy, can | just change tack a bit. The coraret the Auditor General have both
expressed concern at the current fire control gearents in Western Australia. They have both
criticised the fact that local government, CALM aRBESA could all be in control of a fire at the
same time, particularly when the fire is crossiiffecent land tenures. It has been suggested that
FESA be empowered to take control of a fire frommalogovernment, or CALM, when FESA
considers this to be necessary. It is anticipttatithe power would only ever be needed to be used
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two to three times per year. CALM and some localegnments oppose FESA being given this
power. Does the Shire of Roebourne have a viethignissue?

Mr Thompson: Yes, we do. We have a memorandum of undersigndihich is a standard thing,
in terms of handover to FESA. From our organisesigperspective, we would be more than happy
to hand over control to FESA. We do not have resgs1 Another part of my role is that | am the
council’s chief bush fire control officer. | donown overalls or boots and do not intend to be out
fighting fires. From a management perspectiven lreappy to deal with the issue of the resourcing
that council can provide to support it, but in teraf being a pure fire manager, we would be more
than happy to have FESA take control. We haveesighe necessary documentation to allow that
to happen, and then effectively it is a managendegtsion at a particular event as to when that
actually occurs. We have had events. The mosntelsushfires we have had were about 18
months ago, adjacent to the town. Mike, who has given evidence as the local fire captain, was
running that event. | went out to the event angldadly assisted him in terms of resource provision
Technically at that point in time | was still cooliting the event, because we did not have all this
stuff in place.

Mr S.R. HILL : But you were happy for him to take control?

Mr Thompson: Absolutely. He has appropriate training andribeessary understanding to ensure
that where he is putting people is the most adgmuas and is also the least risk. | have some
knowledge of that through past experience, but Inmhnecessarily going to be the face that is
always the chief bush fire control officer in ouganisation. We have had people in the past who
have had no fire experience at all. Therefore,esmma from FESA who has that ability would
certainly be a better choice. That is our opini@ame of that has to do with the nature of thesfir
here, but certainly we would not be advocating tirathave control. We have one bush fire brigade
here that is in Point Samson. That is fairly neWhey have only just had their shed completed.
They have a vehicle and they have a reasonable eruofitmembers. That is the only town that is
outside of a gazetted fire district, so we haveladerstanding that the Wickham brigade will cover
Point Samson in terms of a structural fire, buhére is a fire in the town or a scrub fire withine
community, then we now have a bush fire brigadé ¢ha respond to that. They are driving a fast-
attack, so they have 300 litres of water and twoppe That is the sum total of the assault
capability. They would call on support from Wickhawhich has a lot more resources. We would
be quite happy for that to happen.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : FESA has suggested that it be empowered to seqine
development of fire management plans for landowmédren the land is CALM-managed land,
plantation land, or land used for pastoral or gmapurposes. The fire management plan would be
requested only if FESA considered this to be nesgst® mitigate the risk of fire to life and
property; for instance, in areas of high risk. yoa have a comment on this proposal?

Mr Thompson: Only that we would be supportive of planning &y emergency event, and fires
would be the same. In terms of land issues, cdytaie have pastoral stations here, some of which
are run by the mining companies, so they are cepalproducing plans and capable of maintaining
them. It is not as though they are struggling gradists who have 5 000 beasts to sell and that is
their only source of income. In my opinion theyshl be able to do that. Our biggest issue in
terms of landholding is probably the unallocatedwer land, which in theory we are responsible
for, but we have no resources to deal with firekseand the like on that sort of land. We can claim
up to $6 000 a year from FESA, which we have bagng] and we use that for strategic firebreaks
at various locations. It is a bit grey in termswdfo is responsible. It is in theory crown landf y
there is no resourcing to deal with it. Againthat area we get assistance from the regionaleoffic
of FESA in terms of where we should technically the breaks. We have no issue with FESA
having control of that.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Is that sum of $6 000 allocated to all localrawities or just to you
in particular? How is that determined? Are themg criteria for the allocation of that money?

Mr Thompson: Those are good questions. | do not have theem® any of those, | am afraid.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Sorry, Guy.
[11.50 am]

Mr Thompson: They are good questions. | do not know the andw any of them | am afraid. |

think it is a maximum allocation that is claimalfite clearing up crown land and | think it comes
from the Department of Land Information, and logdhlom FESA. Tony Taylor is the manager
from whom we get that information. He would beeatd provide the committee with information
about where that comes from. | am sorry but | dokmow.

Mr S.R. HILL : I do not know how many pastoralists and grazagesin the Roebourne shire but

the Pastoralists and Graziers’ Association of Was#ustralia believes the current legislative

arrangements for firebreaks to be impractical. B\, it argues that fire management planning
should be voluntary because it is concerned thadpedsory or mandatory fire management plans
could result in an increase in litigation. The coittee would be interested in the shire’s comments
about the concept of voluntary plans for pastalig\s | said, | am not sure how many pastoralists
or leases there are in the shire because, as gataiad, many of them are controlled by mining

companies.

Mr Thompson: Off the top of my head there are probably emhmine, of which I think three are
the main leases. If we tracked them back, we wénttithat three or four are actually Hamersley
Iron owned.

Mr S.R. HILL : Do you think the remainder should be compuldwmeyplans or voluntary plans?

Mr Thompson: That is an interesting question. | would likethink that everything could be done
voluntarily and that people would see the meritlaing that. Inevitably, we end up with the hard
nut that will not play the game, in which casesitprobably reasonable that there should be a
fallback position that says we must do somethilfge have a similar exercise with cyclone risk,
and cyclone inspections are undertaken each yeavitably, some people do not recognise that
the exercise is about their safety and that ofr theighbour; therefore, we rely on the legislation.
On balance, we probably need the legislation andelladministering it need guidance about how it
is to be applied so that the big stick is the tasbrt. | do not think we can do anything withdut
although it should not necessarily be the first lof action.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : The Conservation Council of Western Australiad athe
Environmental Defender's Office have discussed dbecept of zoning as raised in the COAG
report inquiry into bushfire litigation and managamh They spoke about this tool applying to fire
management plans. In effect, they refer to then@ry objectives of the first zone being protection
of life and property, the second as a balance lmtvieese components and biodiversity and the
third probably more of a wilderness area in whioére is significant focus on biodiversity. Do you
have a perspective on that?

Mr Thompson: | am not aware that we have any wilderness aredigepresent any major threat,
So it is probably not a big issue for the ShireRokebourne. Fundamentally, something probably
needs to be done about fire management from amoemeental perspective because effectively it is
open slather. | am not sure how we do that. Ratgnincorporating some management into a
series of management plans is probably the besbtroptl am loath to say that, having recently
struggled with applying some of our own environnaéméquirements in terms of reporting. They
can become onerous and are not necessarily dirggglijcable to the task at hand. | guess itis a
guestion of getting that balance right.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : | am aware that, in New South Wales, fire manag# plans are
prepared by committees whose members represent drotitonmental, economic and social
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concerns. Victoria also uses a system of reprageatcommittees with membership from fire
authorities, local government, conservation autlesiand so forth. In both states this offers the
opportunity for fire management plans to achievedhal objectives of conservation of the natural
environment and protection of human life and prgpeGiven that this arrangement is successfully
operating in some other states, and that thereasl gvidence of interagency cooperation here in
WA, do you see something similar being a viableasptia management planning in WA?

Mr Thompson: | think we already have the capacity to do thathin the local emergency
management committee. We have operated a bustdimenittee here unsuccessfully. They
inevitably end up with the same set of faces thatathe local emergency management committee.
Given that a significant proportion of our peopte/dlved in emergencies are volunteers, we
struggle with meeting times. Across the spectrdrous local emergency management committee
about half are volunteers and half are involvedhat role as paid officers, so we ebb and flow
between day and night-time meetings. A lot ofiesllturn up at night and none of the paid people,
and none of the vollies and a lot of paid peopte tip during the day. We tried running a bushfire
committee but the same three or four faces turpeckgularly at our local management committee.
As a result, we chose to disband that and basicattprporate all of that within our local
emergency management committee. We have develtdhtegic plan in the local emergency
management committee with significant FESA help aredworking our way through the process of
emergency risk management for the community, imm@gng all the fire planning in that regard.
Some of that was self-motivated and some was ntetivay the new legislation that has been
implemented for emergency management. We are antizty compliant already and dotting i's
and crossing t's to get up to speed with the smscidf that. Basically, we run as the new
legislation requires. That has not held too maears for us. Fire is just another emergency and
probably not our main issue here.

[11.58 am]

Mr S.R. HILL : Guy, you mentioned earlier the gazetted towrsslyipu have within the shire.
What about the indigenous communities? You haeatified some of those communities within
the shire. What sort of level of service doesdthiee provide to support those communities?

Mr Thompson: We are fortunate in terms of our communitiese Uvly have three, two of which
are within three kilometres of Roebourne, so theyteeated no differently from the balance of the
Roebourne township. They happen to be a couplkilometres apart, but we treat them no
differently. They are incorporated in all of ounergency plans. The only other community that
we have that is outside or not close to a townniooe of the stations; that is probably Cheratta
station, and that is -

Mr S.R. HILL : Is that pastoral lease controlled by an Aboagizorporation?

Mr Thompson: That is a bit of a grey area at the moment;inkthyes. It is in the throes of
changing. So that is dealt with as would a pakttedion be dealt with. So we do not have any
major issues with Aboriginal communities. | mehattours in terms of funding attract the remote
Aboriginal community status, but remote they arg and that is a good thing from our perspective
because we provide essentially standard town s=vicThey have a weekly rubbish collection
service. Our bin truck drives in and empties theskfrom each house; effectively all fairly
standard.

Mr S.R. HILL : | do not think there are too many more questi@uarding the pastoralists; you
only have a limited number within the shire.

Mr Thompson: Yes.

Mr S.R. HILL : You spoke earlier about government-controllead&a particularly CALM. It
could be that the Department of Housing and Wods & piece of land and a lot of the time it is
exempt from putting in firebreaks. Then you haveegghbouring private landowner who comes to
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the shire and says, “Well, why have | got to dantd the government agency doesn’'t have to?”
Does the shire have a comment on that, or wouldlikeuto see those agencies come under the
same control as private landowners in the shire?

Mr Thompson: Certainly. We think we should apply the samesuo all landowners - or persons
responsible for land, because often they are 8oty aur case it is vested. It therefore needseto
funded within particular agency budgets, or altéwedy funded via some central source that says
that all government land can access this partiquberi of money and if you have a firebreak on
Housing and Works’ land or on crown land or onseree, then you can use the money to deal with
it. Central pots of money are obviously big tasgatd often become the case, and | understand that
there are some ramifications for that, but potdgtidnen you say that, in order to access those
funds, perhaps you need to have strategic firespdaual identify where they fit in the strategic plan
and therefore you can access the funds. Some tarepsbviously inevitable if you get to that
stage, as the agency would have to be jumping d¢iirabe hoops and the less the better, but |
understand you need some controls because othgradgde would just see this pot of gold and go,
“Beauty, we can do a whole bunch of other stufhwitat.”

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Under the current ESL arrangements, local gowemis must
complete an ESL submission on behalf of the SE$suni the local government area. Is it
necessary for local government to perform this,rgleen that FESA ultimately decides on how
much of the ESL grant funding to allocate to theSSHit? Would it be more appropriate for the
SES unit to deal directly with FESA?

Mr Thompson: Absolutely. We have an interesting issue in gshee in that our volunteer fire
brigade units are all dealt with directly by FES#d our SES units, of which we have two, provide
their submissions to the Shire of Roebourne antheme forward them on for assessment. | can tell
you we do absolutely nothing with the informatiblattcomes from the SES.

Mr S.R. HILL : So you just shuffle paperwork for applicatiohattcome in?

Mr Thompson: We bundle it into a different envelope, we ditélce appropriate forms that we
have to fill out, as the ESL allocating body, angl post it to FESA and it is then assessed. If FESA
says yes, they get the money; if they say no, tdeyot get the money. We do not do anything
with it at all. It would be infinitely easier ifESA handled that in the same fashion as it hartdkes
fire stuff, because we do not make any assessmgmbd, bad or indifferent. If FESA says they
need eight more vehicles and 500 radios, we go,dtéier, send it off’, and if it is approved, then
they get eight more vehicles and 500 radios. Weaatchave the time particularly, but we do not
have the resourcing or the expertise to be sayimgtlver or not the Karratha unit needs two more
vehicles. | could not tell you whether they ddloey do not.

Mr S.R. HILL : But then doing that, Guy, is there some sonnetthanism they should have in
place whereby they are dealing directly with FESAJ FESA keeps the shire in the loop to say
that there has been a heavy-attack vehicle anda bitseof equipment allocated, so that at least the
shire then has a clear understanding of what imgiin the relevant SES unit in the various
locations? Is that one way you see it?

Mr Thompson: Yes, that would certainly be useful, becauseuld not tell you now what our SES
unit capability is, apart from the understandirigaVe of where they feature in our emergency plans
and, through exercising, | know what equipment thaye got; but realistically | could not tell you
what their operating protocols are, such as: is thit responsible for car accidents or is this one
responsible for river rescue or search and rescdlle®y handle that internally and I think, the same
as the fire brigade protocols, they should be distedl by FESA for the location and then
resourced accordingly.

Mr S.R. HILL : And the shire is just kept in the loop just onisformation basis.
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Mr Thompson: It would certainly be useful to stay in the loojit is probably not critical but,
given that that would only be an information floyes, | think that is sensible.

Mr S.R. HILL : As it was a Labor government that introducedethrergency service levy in 2001,
what sort of impact has the ESL had on the Shir&Roébourne - the positives and also the
negatives, if you have negatives?

Mr Thompson: | cannot think of too many negatives. Positifiest: certainly it has made the
resourcing of our emergency units a lot easier. udg=l to have an annual healthy discussion, let us
say, with our local units about what they shouldloould not have. We have now got the scenario
where at least it is assessed centrally and tlseeemeasure of knowledgeable assessment, if you
like. Again going back to the analogy of the radiave are not in a position to say whether they
need them or do not need them. Theoretically, wioassesses the ESL will probably look at it
and say, “Well, there are 20 members in the Kaarating, why do they need 500 radios? That
seems a bit over the top.” So that is certainlyeoe | think the process probably works quitelwel
You would have the added benefit, in our opinidryou put SES units in the same category as fire
units, that they would all be assessed centralfjfectively, all local government becomes is a
collection house, because at the moment we callectESL and send it to FESA. We get a
submission from the SES, which we send to FESA;ABSsesses that, and then sends us the
money back so that we can pay it to the SES. hatsure that we need to be in that loop. | think
we could quite simply be collecting the money, farding it to FESA and then -

Mr S.R. HILL : So is the Shire of Roebourne happy to colleetrdvenue? There are some local
authorities that are not too happy collecting ratied taxes on behalf of the Australian government
and the state government.

Mr Thompson: We have 11 councillors. | would probably getefiand six different answers, |
would think, if 1 asked the question. Given thhae tsystem is established, talking from a staff
perspective, it does not cause us any major ghahdamentally, should we be collecting it? There
is probably an argument to say no; but we have mtwe other issues to worry about than whether
we do or we do not. It is not a logistically diffilt exercise. It is a series of payments thateom
in, and one payment goes out and an acquittal figrriilled in to identify that we collected
everything. Again, | think you could probably take out of that loop completely and we would not
be unhappy either.

Mr S.R. HILL : Under the current system the Fire and Emerg&seyices Authority pays for the
installation, removal and maintenance of fire hytisan gazetted fire districts. Local government
pays for the cost of reinstating pavements. Lgoalernment pays for the lot outside the gazetted
fire districts. The committee notes that in otlstaites the water body is responsible for the
installation and maintenance of fire hydrants. ®tee Shire of Roebourne have a comment on this
aspect? | know that it is currently a hot issuetlie City of Geraldton.

Mr Thompson: | do not doubt that. Hydrant maintenance iseptally extremely expensive.
Therefore, fundamentally we would like to say inst our responsibility. As with all things, the
shire does not have any issue with doing any pafogork provided it is able to get funding to
adequately resource it.

We have an interesting exercise with Point Samsdmnch is outside the gazetted fire district.
Council funded additional hydrants for the town dese the Wickham brigade, which provides a
coverage on a memorandum of understanding, idedtihat there were insufficient hydrants to
service the town. Council funded additional hydsaand part of that agreement was that the FESA
unit would maintain them for it. It is interestinigecause lately | have received comments to the
effect that the hydrants belong to the shire.s ljust a feature of changing personnel in different
organisations and retained memory. FortunatelytHerShire of Roebourne | was here when the
deal was sorted out, and | can remember that theyat the shire’s responsibility. |1 am able to
find the file that says they are not the shirespansibility.
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It would probably be better to have fire hydrangsltl with by a central agency - be that FESA or
even the Water Corporation. | can mount an argarfogreither one taking responsibility for fire
hydrants. The fire service is probably the be#gthority, given that it has an investment in
knowing that they work; the Water Corporation petdly does not. It is not to say that it would
not check them properly, but certainly the FESAtsihiave a more vested interest in knowing that
hydrant No 26 in that road will actually work. Agat is an issue of funding. | am not sure how
many there are, but, from my perspective, if thare 200 fire hydrants within the Shire of
Roebourne and one per cent was stuck on top oérniergency services levy to fund the shire to
look after these 200 hydrants, it could contrac6AEunits and a plumber. Options would be
available. It is more important to know that thvegrk than to argue about who should be making
them work. We will probably get some grey areas eertainly Point Samson is one for the shire.
| am sure there are dozens of anomalies aroundititis.

We have had some interesting things occur in teshur changing town - its increase - in the
current boom cycle. We have had identified deficies in fire capability in a number of locations.
The shopping centre has just put in a major setanks which ups its capacity to the current
standard which, from all accounts, it was well belowWhen the shopping centre was built, it was
compliant, but times have moved on.

We cannot have the fire brigade, volunteer or not,involved. It is a question of how it is funded
so that it can be done easily rather than it beagraichore that it fits in when it can.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Guy, that is the end of the committee’s genquiestions. Before |
close the hearing, is there anything that we hatecavered in those questions that you wish to
raise?

Mr Thompson: | will refer to my notes. The only additionadrament | make relates to the local
regional office of FESA. | am happy to put on tkeord our appreciation for its support. From an
emergency management perspective, having a nunfbsenior-trained staff based in Karratha
serves us extremely well. The local office’s reses and its linkage to knowledge within FESA is
certainly appreciated by me and the emergency cteemi The legwork that enables us to do and
council’s commitment to it is probably the reasbattwe are well prepared for the new emergency
management legislation.

Primarily, the section of coast from Broome to Exnig including Port Hedland, is no different.
We get wake-up calls each year on why we shouldrbpared for emergencies. It happens every
year. It is reasonably endemic in most peoplerajons. The calibre of staff at the local FESA
office is really good for us. | put on the recond appreciation for its assistance. That is all.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Thank you very much. Your contribution has beery
informative. Thank you for your contribution toetttommittee’s inquiry. A transcript of this
hearing will be forwarded to you for correctiontgpographical errors or errors of transcription or
fact. New material cannot be introduced and tmsasef the evidence cannot be altered. Should
you wish to provide additional information or elahi@ on particular points, you should submit a
supplementary submission for the committee’s caaiibn. If the transcript is not returned within
10 days of receipt, it will be deemed to be corréldbank you very much for coming.

Mr Thompson: You are welcome. Thank you for the opportunity.
Hearing concluded at 12.14 pm




