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Hearing commenced at 3.05 pm

KOEYERS, MRS ANNE,
Chairperson, North Kimberley Land Conservation District Committee, examined:

The CHAIRMAN : The committee hearing is a proceeding of Pagiinand warrants the same
respect that the proceedings in the house itseffatiels. Even though you are not required to give
evidence on oath, any deliberate misleading ofcttramittee may be regarded as a contempt of
Parliament. Have you completed the “Details of\&gs” form?

Mrs Koeyers. Yes, | have.
The CHAIRMAN : Do you understand the notes attached to it?
Mrs Koeyers: Yes, | do.

The CHAIRMAN : Did you receive and read an information for wgses briefing sheet regarding
giving evidence before parliamentary committees?

Mrs Koeyers: Yes, | did.

The CHAIRMAN : The committee has received your submission. y@w wish to propose any
amendments to it?

Mrs Koeyers. No. Everybody who read it was quite happy vitith
The CHAIRMAN : Would you like to make any other comments befoeestart?
Mrs Koeyers: No.

The CHAIRMAN : Several comments in your submission raised goscabout the overall lack of
planning or coordination of fire control. On pa@eyou referred to pastoralists routinely
undertaking early season burning as preventiomag#te-season fires but there being no overall
management plan. You refer also to a lack oftunsbinal support for serious wildfires. On page 3
you state that prevention measures do not appedreteoordinated or adequate, with some
preparation for bushfires being undertaken but dpailearly insufficient, given the number of
uncontrolled bushfires each year. You state alst response procedures are not widely
understood and therefore are not applied uniforeNgn by responsible organisations; that current
procedures do not provide for management or cooutdide of normal hours; and that there is a
lack of awareness of recovery measures post lagge fDo you want to give the committee some
background on that? It is a lot of information.

Mrs Koeyers: | was trying to say that the pastoralists whe lon the properties try to conduct
burns. However, it is not practical to rely on game plan each year. A new plan must be made
each year because each year changes depending tamgjth of the wet season, how late it was,
how much rain fell during the wet season and whed taurnt the year before. An early burn cannot
be conducted on an area that was burnt the preyiears It just will not burn. Each year there is
new growth. If the whole of an area was burntybar before, there will be one wet season of new
growth. That means there is no dead litter lyinglee ground between the new growth. However,
if a dry season goes by and there is a new sedggowth, the previous season’s growth will have
fallen over and be lying on the ground. The faligass is what will carry the early fire. Without
that fallen grass, an early fire cannot be conadlicMhen | say an “early fire”, | mean at a time of
year when there is still ground moisture and watethe creeks. That does several things. The
ground moisture allows the green to come back haedlampness in the ground stops major damage
being done to the roots of the plants and evergtleise that is happening underneath the ground.
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The wet rivers, green flats and seepage areasuputhe fire. If a fire can be conducted early
enough, where it spreads will be self-controllingyill pull up at each river and wet flat. Howeye

if a late fire is conducted and the ground is bdng it will keep on going and is damn near
impossible to stop.

[3.10 pm]
The CHAIRMAN : Are you saying wildfires or controlled burn firg

Mrs Koeyers:. | am saying that if it is too dry, even a cotigd fire becomes a wildfire. The
things that control it are either the dampnessrerqot break lines, and then you burn one side.
Because you have lit it, it will creep back slovidgm it; whereas, if it is a fire front coming, titg

it at speed, it will jump straight across it. tfis a slow, cool burn that is happening in March o
April, it will hit one of these breaks, or the ckeer the wet flat and it will pull up, but if it is
happening in August or September, the break coelthtee roads wide and the fire will not even
see it, it will just go straight across it. Evdmytg depends on the time of year the fire is hapegn

it depends on how green the grass is and it depehds ground moisture is left, and you cannot
predict this because it depends on the lengtheofatht season. When | say “planning”, we do not
necessarily mean that there has to be a 10-yeay d@ause that is not going to happen. It witl no
work. It needs planning. FESA burns one area, KAlurns another and we burn one. They need
to be tied together to some degree so that wheg willlfire comes down from, say, the Mitchell
Plateau and is heading from the north to the sdwgpefully, it will run into the early burns thaew
have put in or into the burns that FESA has put in.

The CHAIRMAN : Are you talking about the fire management plan?

Mrs Koeyers. Basically, fire management plans, but the ebdgns are the fire management plan.
Without the early burns you are not going to stop fire.

The CHAIRMAN : Are you a pastoralist?
Mrs Koeyers:. Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : From a pastoralist’'s point of view, would it peif you and all the other
pastoralists had fire management plans that weigeld with FESA and CALM where appropriate?

Mrs Koeyers. Not really, because who is going to know in atbeawhat the season will do to be
able to lodge one? You cannot have a plan for yeat or the year after. Each year it has to
change. You can have a plan and you can work to it

The CHAIRMAN : How do you get the coordination between CALM SAEand the pastoralists?
Mrs Koeyers:. It would have to be done at the time.
Mrs J. HUGHES: Year by year.

Mrs Koeyers: Year by year, it would have to be done at theeti If you get a fire that goes
through in October, your plan is out the door. geébrit! It has just completely changed the plan
that you would have had in place, because it vatl lburn again. It will not burn in April or May.

It will burn again come October or November, butill not burn when you need it to burn early in
the season. You need that dead litter. The lasts@ason - not this one gone but the one before -
was a tiny, little wet season with hardly any growtWe deliberately did not burn much of our
station, because there was not much feed for title;cgawas too dry and it was too everything else
so we thought, “Okay, next year” - now - “we wiktga fire and it will be good because we will
have the dead litter and the growth and it will eoop through it.” What happened was that in
September a wildfire was started at the King EdwRinekr crossing, which we referred to in our
comments, and it took out half the north Kimberldye have been running around out there over
the past three weeks dropping matches, and we tgenot to burn. It will not burn. We are
getting little stupid patches, which are absolutgdgless to do anything with. They are not joining
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together. We have had five blokes out there far weeks, trying to follow tracks, chuck matches,
use rivers and whatever to get breaks in. We aedtlooked at it in a chopper yesterday. It was a
waste of time.

The CHAIRMAN : Are these firebreaks imposed on you by the cid2inc

Mrs Koeyers: No. Itis us trying to make certain that werdit get cooked in September again. |If
we do not get these patch burns in now, anothewbdjire will come through; it will be on a 70-
kilometre front or a 50-kilometre front, going likeell, and you cannot stop it. The only thing that
is going to pull it up are these little, mosaicgbaburns.

Mrs J. HUGHES: When you say little, mosaic patch burns -
Mrs Koeyers. Two hundred metres is no good.
Mrs J. HUGHES: Right. What are we talking about?

Mrs Koeyers: It depends, because it depends what sort oftopyou are on. If you have a late
fire and it has willy-willies and wind with it, itan pick up hot embers and carry them for
kilometres, not just a few metres.

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: You talk about these management plans not haiegcriptive and
done in that particular year, but you obviously a@ your station in a particular way. Do you not
think that you have a responsibility to provide stining to FESA or the local authority to let them
know what you have done?

Mrs Koeyers: | do not actually, because we do not know inaaube what we are going to do.
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: What you have done in the past; that is what saying.

Mrs Koeyers. When you say in the past, each year -

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: What you did last year.

The CHAIRMAN : Surely the basic information that goes intora fnanagement plan, such as
one for Drysdale station, would be the equipmeay thave, how to touch with them and all those
types of things.

Mrs Koeyers. Thatis all in it. That is all recorded. Eveogly has been through and recorded that
several times, from the Department of Defence da8Ato -

The CHAIRMAN : When you get a stage where you have made assassat, when the wet, or
the dry, has been, and you say how you are gointgttage your property that year -

Mrs Koeyers: Try to manage. We had a plan this year thabtswvorking.

The CHAIRMAN : Would it not be worth sending that through toSAEor local government to
say that this is what you are attempting? If thera fire on an adjacent property, they can look a
your fire management plan and say, “They've dora. thThat’'s what they intended to do, so we
can rely on that if we can’t get in touch with thém

Mrs Koeyers: That would be without looking at the satellitedamapping where it has burnt, or
flying over every inch of it in a helicopter andedking it. We can go and chuck a match here, but
there are 4 000 square kilometres on Drysdale aldvileat are you going to do, drive around every
bit to see where it burns? Really, you can onlhoffdhe aerial mapping, but that is pretty hard to
read sometimes, and it is not always accuratereith&now what you are talking about with this
plan. In years gone by, when they came to do itlebdmbing, we would know for a fact that
perhaps CALM was going to bomb along a line, aneveavould try to burn along another line so
that we joined it. Usually, most of the fires st@round the Mitchell Plateau or Kalumburu, around
the Aboriginal communities. They come from thesgher that, or they come from Oombulgurri.
If they come from this side, they go across fromtea west; if they come from the north, they
come from north down to south. If we have got ast-evest line that we have burnt north of, we
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tend to burn one side of the road, the creek orittee one year and the other side the next year, s
that we are not burning the same area. It woulbditer to have a three-year rotation, but that is
nearly an impossibility. If we have a line bumig hope that any fire coming down will run into
this break burn. The areas are so huge that kaatadut getting out there with a few people and
putting it out is just a waste of time.

Mr M.J. COWPER : It is great to see you, Anne. It has been g kime. How is John? | will
catch up with him later. Perhaps for the bendfithe committee, | will explain what Drysdale
station is like. It is a hilly, timbered block thiaas a very high rainfall. It is not like a pasidease
that members may have seen down south.

Mrs Koeyers: It is nothing like Fitzroy.

Mr M.J. COWPER : It is nothing like that at all. The fact is thhese fires have a serious impact.
For instance, what did the cattle loss and assstdesulting from one that came through last year
mean to your business? Can you tell us the nettrefsthat?

Mrs Koeyers. We do not know exactly how many cattle we |dstt we lost a lot. Cattle were
dying. We shot cattle. The boys came through dgrshooting, and they put cattle down for us. A
lot of cattle were dying. They did not burn to tedhey were starving after the fire. That is wha
the problem was. | cannot tell you how many. Tdhdtnot just apply to us; it applied to every
station that the fire went through. Drysdale isitally mostly totally tree-covered rolling hilland
has mountain ranges out the back and big riveesysigoing right through it. Now is the time to
burn, if we could get in these lines, but theredsdead litter. We lost about 90 per cent of tlage
with that wildfire last September-October, whichatty changes what you can burn the following
year. As for our rainfall averages, the most simagland worst we have ever seen was around 600
or up to 1500 millimetres, which was the most werehad. This year we had 1 300-and-
something millimetres - | did not add it up at #&l - and it fell late. There are areas out tkalle
wet now that we have never seen wet at this timthefyear. We actually did our first muster
yesterday because we have not been able to mudienaw. We had to put the yards close to the
road because we cannot get anywhere else. Weatitlot drive around the place. Everybody has
been running around trying to burn, including FE®Acause it is the time we should be doing it,
but it is not burning very well. | saw a couplemgpquite well on Home Valley and Karunjie as |
came in, but ours did not.

The CHAIRMAN : What is the alternative? Do you wait until latethe season?
[3.20 pm]

Mrs Koeyers: We will keep going. We will keep on burning iimte can get enough in to do the
job, because we do not want what happened lastgédmppen again.

Mr M.J. COWPER : Would it be safe to say that burn managemepaiis of the way in which you
farm?

Mrs Koeyers: Yes; you need it for several reasons. Earltheanseason you need it mainly to put
in breaks so that you do not get the hot wildfiteet do a lot of damage to stock as well as to the
land. If you can do it early enough, you get grpek from the ground moisture that is brilliant fo
the cattle. Not only do they love eating it, blstait brings them into certain areas where youehav
burnt, which makes it much easier to muster. tedainly part of the rangeland farming method.
The last thing that any of us need are these réaliyiires that are huge and go through in August,
September and October. Without being able to hia@elead litter on the ground, we cannot get an
early fire in. As wet as it is now, if we had rien burnt last year, we could now be burning, even
though the ground is still wet underneath. Withitnat dead litter there, it will not carry a firédhe
only other time it may carry a fire now is if thasea big wind behind it, because it is a plantehe

a plant there and a gap in between, and the wistgsuit from plant to plant.
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Mr M.J. COWPER : Could you explain to the committee how you raiear cattle? From when
they are born, how many years is it before you tbem off, and how many would you turn off per
annum?

Mrs Koeyers: It depends totally on the market. The market ¢l@anged a fair bit in the past few
years. It used to be almost all meatworker budisig to the meatworks. What it is now is a lot of
export onto the boats, which means a lot youngmeksare going, because they are looking for
young stock. We used to have three or four medsyarow we do not have one. The one in
Katherine closed down, Batchelor closed down andoBre has gone. There is not a close
meatworks. That means the cattle have to be tduakehe way to Perth or go on a boat. If you
want to send them to a meatworks, they have tm detth, to Harvey Beef or something like that.
Most of the cattle are now going onto ships, whitdans the age at which we are sending them off
is a lot younger. Basically, we muster them ing #imen export anything that the boat will take.
The horns need to be mostly within the ears fomthe put them on the boat. The horns cannot
stick out further than the animal’s ears, becabgy to not really want to put them on the boat.
You either have to be able to trim the horns badkcently to get the cattle onto the boat, orythe
have to be a younger animal that does not havldhe problem, so all our young males are going
onto the boat these days. It has changed a ls&in,the five years since we lost all the meatwiork

The CHAIRMAN : You mentioned in your submission that local goveent staff do not always
have the necessary expertise, local knowledge sourees to manage fire beyond the town
boundaries. You suggest that perhaps in the edfearge fires, an earlier handover of control to
FESA should occur. Would you like to comment fertbn that statement?

Mrs Koeyers: A lot of those comments relate to the lack obwiedge. There was a chap in
Derby who was supposed to be doing the job dowrethed he was totally useless - completely.
Cait at Mount House had several run-ins with hingdoase he did not understand what she was
talking about. He did not understand the need.atéirer she was trying to explain to him, he had
no concept or could not follow at all. The shierdnat Kununurra has not been bad, but the Derby
shire was just useless. That was what starteddamenent on complaints about people not being of
use. What was the other question?

The CHAIRMAN : You suggested that fires should be handed @vEEGA earlier.

Mrs Koeyers: The shire means well a lot of the time, but we 200 kilometres or 400 kilometres
away from it. There is no one body at the momeabking the fire early enough to do anything
about it; this is this shire, that is that shiM/hen there was the Bush Fires Board, it seemee to b
more involved. We actually had somebody to talkatal the board was out there more often.
There seemed to be a chap driving out, like inRbBter Saint and Garry Bishop days, but now we
hardly ever see anybody. As far as coming outtatikidng about what we are doing, where the
burning is going and everything else is concermaxiseemed to have more of a plan in the past. It
was always not a written plan as such. We didhat. At one stage we had lines drawn up on
maps and cut lines were graded. About five yegosvee put in a firebreak, east-west direct from
the station, but it has not been touched sinces juist like all these great ideas come up and fwe

by the bye because staff and people change andin@eems to be there anymore to follow things
through.

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: That was the point | was trying to make to yaiope. | am not
trying to be deliberately antagonistic, but yolktabout that rollover in staff. That is why it is
probably really important that that informatiorgathered; so that something can continue even if it
does not become relevant in, say, this fire season.

Mrs Koeyers: | do not mind what you are saying. | understatat you are saying. Itis not that |
am saying you should not have it, and we are atedwappy to get the information and put things
down. What worries me is having a little bit ofpea that says - forget the LCDC comments at the
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moment - “Drysdale is going to burn there, therd #rere.” You can put it on paper all you like;
there is no guarantee it is going to happen.

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS : | understand that.

Mrs Koeyers: Is everybody going to understand? | have setoimany times: once something
goes down on paper, you are stuck with it and iih isoncrete. That is the worry with having this
plan that | know damn well half the time will nobrk when you get out there on the ground and
actually try to do it. We sent the boys out thelbaf the station, we sent them out to camp foe fiv
days, and we said we want to see, this, this aisdbiirnt. They were out there running around.
They tried, believe me. John went just yesterdaphe chopper. He came back, threw up his hands
and said, “Bloody waste of money. Bloody wasteimie. Didn’t do what we expected it to do at
all.” What more can you do? | do not know thativeere sufficient breaks in yet to break a wildfire
coming through. We will go back and try again; ave not finished. All the places are not doing
the same thing. On all the uninhabited Aborigipalstoral leases, for example, nothing is
happening. The wildfires come through a lot ofsth@ther places that is nobody living on. | can
name pastoral properties out there for you.

Mr M.J. COWPER : Surely with that, would you not raise it withretPastoral Lands Board?

Mrs Koeyers: You can raise it as often as you like. Carsas been abandoned for eight years.
There is nobody living on Karunjie and there is o living on Durack. There has not been for
years. | mean, you raise it.

Mr S.R. HILL : As station owners, we would go through the Rastcands Board and raise it with
it.

Mrs Koeyers: It knows that there is nobody on them. | presumabody is putting in any pastoral
returns or whatever. | do not know. It is not joi to tell the Pastoral Lands Board that Carson
has been abandoned for eight years. What | ammgejiou is that on a lot of these properties
nobody is responsible for any form of fire managemeNhen a fire does come through them, out
of control, nobody is there trying to put it ouAt least on most of the working pastoral properties
somebody tries to do something.

The CHAIRMAN : You made a comment on the Shire of Wyndham-Kastberley permit
system. Would you give us your views on that?

Mrs Koeyers. The permit system will not work unless it workiedwvith the person who is actually
living in the area. You cannot have a permit issbg somebody who is 500 kilometres away,
because he does not know whether it is too hotlat®y too dry or whatever. Whether it is Peter
Lacy on Mt Elizabeth station or, in this instanoe; husband, John, on Drysdale or wherever it is,
you need somebody who is actually out there andiwed. If there is to be a permit system, it is no
good the person in town making the decision. Thathat we were saying with that comment.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Do you need somebody on the ground monitoringthér it is relevant?

Mrs Koeyers. Whether it is too late to issue a permit. Jokihsay, “Oh, no, if we issue one now,
it might go right through and burn Peter Lacy ad.wé/e had better not issue that.”

Mrs J. HUGHES: You have years of experience.

Mrs Koeyers: How would anybody in town be able to look aaiitd see? What we are worried
about is a permit system that is controlled by dmmdg who cannot see what is happening out
there. We do not mind the permit system. It pugtatter of who gives the final nod - yeah or nay -
for whether we should burn. You cannot see itdiséances are so big.

The CHAIRMAN : At the moment, the Bush Fires Act empowers lagayernment to order
private landowners to install firebreaks. Thisyismn does not apply to state government-owned
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land. Do you think the act should bind the Crowntisat the state government is bound by the
same provisions as private landowners?

Mrs Koeyers: A firebreak on timbered rangeland is a total teasf time unless you burn one side
or the other of it. What is a five-cut grader-wittebreak going to do? It is going to do nothing.

The CHAIRMAN : But, at the same time -
Mrs Koeyers. Where is the point in telling somebody to inistale?
The CHAIRMAN : They do not have to do anything at the momengéwvernment land.

Mrs Koeyers. They should have to do something, but | do hotkt a firebreak, as a cut line, is the
answer unless it is tied in with a plan to burnthaf it one year and south of it the next year, or
some plan. Just putting in a cut line -

[3.30 pm]

The CHAIRMAN : | am having great difficulty here because yoel saying there has to be a plan,
whereas, earlier on, you were saying it was a wafdiene having a plan.

Mrs Koeyers: No, | did not say -

Mr M.J. COWPER : To clarify that, what | believe that Anne is sayis that to have a locked-in
plan, without any flexibility, is not of any use tioe pastoralists in that part of the world becaafse
the local conditions. It depends on the naturehef seasons as to when and how that plan is
activated. A plan may well be just one piece opgrathat you fax through to the Fire and
Emergency Services Authority at any one time. @adhethe committee is asking the people
appearing before it whether they think pastoral@isuld be bound by having a plan. In the
previous question | was alluding to the fact trepart of the management of your station, theee is
plan. The use of fire and management of burniregigally inherent in the way in which you farm.

Mrs Koeyers: We have to burn. We have to burn for severaboas, and the plan is often
formulated as you go along. That is the problefithe plan has now changed. The plan has
changed this week because it did not work. It m@tsour fault that it did not work; it did not work
because it is too wet and because there is notgbndead litter to carry the fire. What scares me
about having a concrete plan is the lack of flditibi If we are going to have any form of planning
out there, it has to be on the understanding tmatptan may have to change, depending on the
conditions and the amount of grass available, ametier it will or will not burn.

The CHAIRMAN : Is that not how all good plans work anyhow?

Mrs Koeyers: No, a lot of government department plans | hagen are set in stone, and the
minute you do not do what you are supposed to dordmg to the plan, you are in trouble.

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS : | think that with a fire, nothing can be inflb&ke because there is no
certainty about what it is going to do - whetheasigoing to take off this way or that way. | wdul
expect FESA and people involved in fire manageneritave flexibility because they know they
have to.

Mrs Koeyers: Yes, as long as that is what appears whenaittisally written down. If we fill in a
line here, a line there and say this is our plash gut our plan in, and it does not happen the way i
should, what is going to happen then? Is everylgmiyg to be jumping up and down and saying,
‘Oh, you didn’t follow the plan™?

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: Fair enough.

Mrs Koeyers. It is not the planning process we are agaimss being stuck with something we
cannot guarantee.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Is it just a need to report what you have bemteassful with?
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Mrs Koeyers. Hopefully, from the aerial satellite imagery ,ecshould be fairly clear what has
burnt and what has not and what still needs todreed Sometimes when the fire-bombing plane
goes through it is a waste of time. What we gea ibttle patch here and a little patch five
kilometres away, and you are left with a three+kiéire corridor. You might as well have not burnt
the two little patches as a firebreak because atest fire will come down and it will go through
that three-kilometre corridor that has not beembur

Mrs J. HUGHES: And then spread out again.

Mrs Koeyers. Then spread out again. | have seen very fewesstul aerial breaks put in over the
past few years, where we have got a solid lineobiit

Mrs J. HUGHES: This poses a huge problem, because what yopraposing to create - the
myriad that you need in order to stop a fire conmtimgpugh - may not be burnable at any given
time.

Mrs Koeyers: A lot of the time it is because we got burnt finevious year. What you need is that
second or third year rotation, because that gieestlye dead litter to carry an early fire.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Yes, but because half of your land is gone, ihatready gone, that is burnt.

Mrs Koeyers: If we do not burn some of it again now - eveauth it was burnt last year we still
need to re-burn some of those areas now - some vwdlb drop a match somewhere during
September or October and we will have exactly #rmaesproblem all over again. It is mostly not
pastoralists that are doing the late fires, bec#usis the last thing we want. We do not want to
not have any grass left to feed the cattle. hasgood for us; it is no good for anybody. If you
could stop the outside influences that are creatwegwildfires, you could start to get a rotation
going and you could get it to burn now when youdig¢o burn. | do not know the answer to that.

Mrs J. HUGHES: That is a big one.

Mrs Koeyers. That is a huge one. It is people driving altimg road, leaving campfires. It is the
local Aboriginal people thinking they are doing tight thing, but they are not necessarily doing it
at the right time. There are lots and lots ofatéht reasons that the wildfires come about.

The CHAIRMAN : What is your suggested solution to managingsfiom Drysdale, on your
Kimberley lands?

Mrs Koeyers: At Drysdale we are going to go back and keemiogrand keep burning until we
get something that will be successful at stoppirgter fire. We will just keep going a bit more,
and we will just have to do it because if we do dotit and get a complete line of joined up burn,
the same thing is going to happen to us again. dtmunot want to burn too much of the property,
but you are 1 000 per cent better off burning iwngetting green regrowth, not damaging the roots
of your plants and not killing the trees, because a cool burn at this time of the year. If deg
through in September, October or November, it & late burn. It does damage to the roots of
the plants. It takes everything and there is mgtheft. It kills a lot of the trees as well. istthe
worst thing that could happen from either a pasgii®s point of view or an ecological point of
view.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Have you found the weather changing signifigaatier the years?

Mrs Koeyers: Not as a pattern. You get a huge big wet, yeuag early wet and you get a late
wet. People refer to a “normal wet”. | have ne¢rs a normal wet in 20 years. It changes a huge
amount.

The CHAIRMAN : In the submission you sent to us, you sent t@nmation regarding a civil
case. Can | ask if that has been settled?

Mrs Koeyers: It died. He did not do anything further aboytthank goodness. It would have
been very interesting if he had gone ahead with tha
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Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS : | am interested in your comments regarding FEES#gea of control
burning program being relatively ineffective, giveoor efficiency of ignition and burning, lack of
coordinated ground support activities, and diffiguin planning, given the narrow window of
opportunity based on the availability of the plan€he Pastoralists and Graziers Association of
Western Australia were pro an increase in subsidieserial control burning, seeing it as a more
positive option for fire management planning. thga from your comments on page 10 that you
are also in support of subsidies, but requestithe available at varying times, that burning lea
occur across the board, and that breaks be tiecbmg another and the results tracked.

Mrs Koeyers: | gather that this year the plane is availablem®re varying times that has
previously been the case. There were a few yehesanit literally came on 10 April for a week, 10
May or whatever, and that was it. It could not edback because there was only one plane and it
had to have an incendiary machine installed, bad to go down south, or for whatever reason you
could not get it later. If your place was not rngdéal burn in that particular week, you might asiwel
throw your money away. It was a complete and uitaste of time. It did not fit the intended
purpose at all. The plane flew along and a litileof smoke came up. “Well, whoopee-do, we
have some smoke.” It was a waste of time. Ifas lnot actually created a line of burn that joins
together, it is not a firebreak. Just because lpesge a bit of smoke, it does not mean it was
effective. You have to go back and truth it on g¢iheund or fly over it. The satellite is all rigtat
some degree, but everybody will admit that it isalovays truthful. There are areas of basalt where
it does not seem to read properly and things hileg. t

Mrs J. HUGHES: As pastoralists, would it be advantageous - gloviously come together to talk
about fire -

Mrs Koeyers: Or we ring each other. We do not necessarimedogether because of the
distance.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Yes, to talk about who is going to try to do whtany particular stage, to try to
get some coordination in achieving that?

[3.40 pm]

Mrs Koeyers: No, not necessarily. We might ring up the stathext door or someone from it
might ring us and ask whether it is okay if it ditesn the bottom boundary, and Peter Lacey might
say that it is okay and we will do it from anotisate. It is not a plan as such to tie into eatiet

Mr M.J. COWPER : This map shows the properties.

Mrs Koeyers. That will do. It does not matter which one kusMany of the fires come from
Kalumburu or down this way or they come from hemnd go from east to west. We had a cut line
that goes from the centre of the property to trekleundary, which is out here.

The CHAIRMAN : You will need to say what the names are.

Mrs Koeyers: It starts from Drysdale River Station and gaesm almost direct east to west line
and out to the back boundary of Drysdale Riveri@iatA few years ago FESA paid to put in a cut
line that almost joins the boundary of the Prin@génht Nature Reserve. If that had been graded
and cleared last year and we had a north or sauthfbom it, we would have been able to stop that
big fire that came through here and ended up dghn here.

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: Anne, could you clarify that?

Mrs Koeyers: It started at the King Edward River crossing,ickhis 110 kilometres north of
Drysdale Homestead. It headed west up into thehdit Plateau and took out a lot of country. It
went a little bit north into Theda station. It carsouth and went through the old Mitchell River,
which is part of Doongan Station. It went througbongan on the east and to the western side of
the road. It took almost 90 per cent of Drysddtenvent through Mt Elizabeth and it went right out
into the southern side of the Prince Regent Riv&he only reason it did not take the whole
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northern side of the Prince Regent River was timat af CALM’s earlier burns during the early
burn program had burnt a strip on a north-souté from here down, which stopped the fire going
on to the northern side of the Prince Regent RiMestopped it going further west and taking out
the whole of the Prince Regent Nature Reserve. fifdavent past the head of the Prince Regent
River and it spread out again and it went westtragtt to Walcott and Charnley River and then it
went through Charnley River Station, which usetédBeverley Springs Station. It was still going.
| think it stopped at a couple of roads down thefdat is when we put it in as an incident at the
meeting last year. It was huge. That was all eapgdly from one tourist and one camp fire. The
land it started on was the Wunambal-Gaambera cayrgea, which is a lease at the King Edward
River crossing. They would not have known thers adire there. | am not even being critical
when | say that they did nothing about it, becaily would not have known it was there. A
tourist called me on the radio and told me thers wéire. | contacted CALM at the Mitchell
Plateau and told it there was a fire. John, aegngent down from the Mitchell Plateau and tried
to do something with it but could not do anythinlj.went down to the Mitchell River block of
Doongan Station. Someone tried to burn back inbwi could not stop it; it just kept coming. By
the time it got down to Drysdale, it was about akilOmetre front. The shire offered us a grader
but it is impossible to do anything to affect a&fiwith a 70-kilometre front with one grader and two
blokes. To stop one of these fires, many peopterasources must be thrown at it. John was on
our grader fighting it from getting into the honmesst. We stopped it only one kilometre from the
homestead while at the same time it was jumpingrémek that would have been good to pull it up
some 60 kilometres west of us. It is not possiblbe in both places at once. As nice as it was fo
the shire to offer us a grader, it was a bloodytevagtime. We could not have stopped it with just
that either.

The CHAIRMAN : Are you referring to the point at which the ghghould hand the fire control
over to FESA much earlier?

Mrs Koeyers: Somebody in some department should be watctondires like that. Nobody
really knew how big it was. If one of these firsrts on crown land or in an unmanaged
Aboriginal station, the fire could be on a 70-kiletre front before anybody knows it is there
because nobody is living on the property, nobodwaching it and nobody is monitoring the
satellite. At least if it is on one of the pastdemses such as Drysdale or Mt Elizabeth, people
know it is there and can try to do something alioutWhen it is coming in from crown land or one
of the pastoral stations that have nobody livinghmm, nobody knows it is happening until it is too
late; the fire is too big and we cannot do anythinip it.

The CHAIRMAN : Are you referring to the fact that there shdoddjust one central point to notify
when there is a fire?

Mrs Koeyers: If there were one central point, at least we Mdunow what was happening. It is
too disjointed at the moment.

The CHAIRMAN : Should FESA be that point?
Mrs Koeyers. We feel that it should be FESA because thasigpb; that is what it knows about.

The CHAIRMAN : Currently the people responsible for fires agESR, CALM and the 142 local
councils. Should the local councils be cut outhaft operation?

Mrs Koeyers: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN : And CALM?

Mrs Koeyers: It is better off to have one body. CALM comeédtdrom a different angle from
FESA. | am not saying that the ecology and evamgtlelse is unimportant, but CALM is
sometimes terrified to burn anything because oftideklash when people complain. If burning is
not conducted, we will have these hot, late fires.
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The CHAIRMAN : You are requesting a return to a system of eawibsidised slip-on units.
That was abolished with the introduction of the EfLthe recommendation of the coroner after the
Gingin fire when the slip-on unit slipped up andngtody was killed. From your point of view,
what is the benefit of FESA subsidising slip-ontsfi

Mrs Koeyers: When that went out the door, we were offeredsilibed overalls or something.
Nobody will run around in an overall and put odira, but people would use a slip-on unit.

The CHAIRMAN : You would have your own -

Mrs Koeyers. We do have a water tank. The point | am makithat there is no assistance

available whatsoever in any way, shape or form. piteour machines, time and effort into fighting

fires, whereas down south and in other placeserdifit bodies throw plenty of money at wildfires

and bushfires. Up here there is nothing. If tidividual pastoralists will not be helped, somebody
should do something about the fires from the créamd or the unmanaged Aboriginal properties.
Currently the only people in the north Kimberleyondre doing anything to fight wildfires are those
on half a dozen pastoral properties, and thal.is al

Mrs J. HUGHES: If aerial burning must be done, is that at yoost?

Mrs Koeyers:. We get subsidised for aerial burning but we haotused it in the past few years
because it was not available at a time that swisedAerial burning is great if it is done at thght
time.

The CHAIRMAN : Is that time that suits you not a predetermitie@ each year?

Mrs Koeyers: No, it is not. It cannot be predetermined.dédfpends entirely on how green the
grass is and how much water is around.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Do you need better access to that service aitgptd the place and time?

Mrs Koeyers. FESA or somebody must be constantly talking 2o whichever body it is - and
asking us whether an area is ready to be burnbplean ring us up and say it looks good on the
satellite, but that does not mean a thing.

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:: It is about open dialogue between you and FESA.

Mrs Koeyers: It is about having an open dialogue and whattsially happening on the ground; it
is not about a colour on a map that indicatesithattime to burn. That does not necessarily mean
it will burn.

The CHAIRMAN : Does that not come back to working with FESAlévelop a fire management
plan?

Mrs Koeyers. We have done this. We have had plans with FESAe past, as | said. However,
staff change and the plans go out the door. We ltlage to go back to the shire for this or that. |
is not well organised.

The CHAIRMAN : Is that not exactly what happened regarding aagal burning this year?
FESA, which provides the planes for the aerial buomanged this year. | assume that that was a
response to comments from the pastoralists ovgurhaous years.

Mrs Koeyers: | guess it was. We have not yet tried to gptame in two or four weeks when we
will need it when the land might burn. 1 do nobkn

The CHAIRMAN : How much notice is required to get the plane?

Mrs Koeyers: | do not know because we have never been insdi@o whereby the plane would
be given to us when we have needed it. We have tod@ that the plane will be not available on
this week or that week or that the plane is avélain this week or that week.

The CHAIRMAN : Have you tried to work that out with FESA?
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Mrs Koeyers: Not this year, because we are not ready to getit

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS: Anne, who should initiate it? Should it be yoesponsibility or
FESA's responsibility to do that?

Mrs Koeyers: It should be a combined effort because we draimling for the same thing. We
should be talking to each other and trying to wouk when it should be done, which is when we
think it might burn. If we do not think it will ba yet, we should be able to ask whether the plane
could be made available in three or four weeksvdfare told that it cannot, we will just haveryp t

it on the ground.

Mrs J. HUGHES: It is a moving target.

Mrs Koeyers. You have put your finger on it. It is very ddfilt to make it work. The pastoralists
are working with anybody to end up with what is e for the pastoralists, the country and the
ecology. We all want what is best for the coumtsywell as the station. We are not trying to burn
the hell out of it.

Mrs J. HUGHES: On page 70 of your submission is a referenaasiorance cover for equipment
for fighting the fire. Can you provide the commaétwith more information on that?

Mrs Koeyers: | do not have enough detail on that. The Sbafré&/yndham-East Kimberley had a
good policy. However, the Shire of Derby/West Kerlby's policy was lousy. | would have to
look into that. | am sorry that | have not donatth Many of the comments were made at the
meeting. Some 20 people commented on it.

Mrs J. HUGHES: It seems to be a bit -

Mrs Koeyers:. Itis ad hoc. Itis not the same in each shire.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Are some pastoralists operating under differalgs from others?
Mrs Koeyers: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Does that come under FESA?

Mrs Koeyers: No, the shire provides the insurance.

The CHAIRMAN : If the responsibility for fire came under FES&ould FESA be expected to
pick up that insurance?

Mrs Koeyers. | do not know whether it would be expected tokpit up and pay the bill, but it
would be nice if all the shires operated undersidmme rules. Our LCD has people in mainly two or
three shires and they are not all covered by theesalles. The reaction we get from the Shire of
Wyndham-East Kimberley is great when we ring aridiaabout this, that or the other, but that is
not necessarily the reaction that my neighbour Vides 20 kilometres or 50 kilometres down the
road gets from the Shire of Derby/West Kimberldtyis not consistent, regardless of whether it is
the insurance policy or the reaction to send petpleelp put out a fire. There is no consistency
because there is not one body.

The CHAIRMAN : Anne, do you have a final comment that you wdikd to make that has not
already been covered?

Mrs Koeyers: You guys have a hard job! Please keep in ninadl it is very hard to set an exact
formula on something over which we have no contie have no control over when the rain falls
or how much rain falls. We are scared to be bdmpdomething exact. We are quite happy to
work with everybody, but we cannot guarantee thatalan will happen as it is proposed.

The CHAIRMAN : Thank you for your contribution to the commiteeenquiry. We know that
you drove seven or eight hours to get here to givhour’s worth of evidence.

A transcript of the hearing will be forwarded touytor the correction of typographical errors or
errors of transcription or fact. New material canbe introduced in the sense that the evidence
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cannot be altered. Should you wish to provide tamthl information or elaborate on additional
points, you should submit a supplementary submiso the committee’s consideration. If the
transcript is not returned within 10 days of retaipwill be deemed to be correct.

Hearing concluded at 3.53 pm




