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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION FOR THE  

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

IN RELATION TO 

PETITION NO 54—GIDGEGANNUP URBAN PRECINCT 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1 A petition opposing the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment No 1239/41– 

Gidgegannup Urban Precinct was tabled in the Legislative Council on 9 September 

2014.  The petition raises concerns about the amendment and requests that it is 

disallowed by the Legislative Council. 

2 The Gidgegannup Major Amendment was published in the Government Gazette on 6 

June 2014 and tabled in the Legislative Council on 19 June 2014.  The amendment 

rezones 296.36 hectares of land from ‘rural’ to ‘urban deferred’ in the Metropolitan 

Region Scheme.   

3 A notice of motion to disallow the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment  

No 1239/41– Gidgegannup Urban Precinct was given on 10 September 2014 by Hon 

Alanna Clohesy MLC and moved pro forma in accordance with Standing Order 60(1) 

on 17 September 2014.   

4 This report, containing a brief outline of the Committee’s inquiries in relation to the 

petition, is provided to assist the House in its debate on the disallowance motion. 

RECOMMENDATION 

5 The Committee made the following recommendation which appears in the text at the 

page number indicated: 

 

Page 3 

Recommendation 1:  The Committee recommends that the Legislative Council note the 

report. 
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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

IN RELATION TO  

PETITION NO 54—GIDGEGANNUP URBAN PRECINCT 

1 REFERENCE AND PROCEDURE 

1.1 On 9 September 2014, Hon Alanna Clohesy MLC tabled a petition in the Legislative 

Council that opposed the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment No 1239/41– 

Gidgegannup Urban Precinct.  The petition is attached at Appendix 1.   

1.2 The terms of the petition state— 

We, the undersigned residents of Western Australia, believe that there 

is significant community concern regarding the proposals for 

development of Gidgegannup Urban Precinct contained in 

Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment No. 1239/41 including: 

 unresolved impediments and no firm plans for the provision 

of basic infrastructure including water, sewerage, electricity 

and telecommunications; 

 need for significant upgrade to Toodyay Road and local 

roads, as yet unplanned and not funded and no plans for 

improvements to public transport; 

 significant inconsistencies between the development proposal 

and local planning documents and strategy; and 

 no community consultation has been undertaken on the 

proposed Masterplan. 

Your petitioners therefore respectfully request that the Legislative 

Council disallow the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment No. 

1239/41 Gidgegannup Urban Precinct until such time as these issues 

are addressed and the community has been properly consulted on the 

proposed Masterplan.
1
 

1.3 The petition was referred to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public 

Affairs (the Committee) pursuant to the Legislative Council’s Standing Order 102(6). 

                                                      
1  Tabled Paper 1826, Legislative Council, 9 September 2014. 
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1.4 The principal petitioner and tabling Member were invited to provide submissions 

following which responses to the petition and submissions were requested from the 

Minister for Planning and the City of Swan. 

2 CONTEXT 

2.1 The Metropolitan Region Scheme Major Amendment 1239/41 – Gidgegannup Urban 

Precinct (Gidgegannup Major Amendment) was published in the Government 

Gazette on 6 June 2014 and tabled in the Legislative Council on 19 June 2014.
2
  

2.2 The Gidgegannup Major Amendment rezones 296.36 hectares of land from a rural 

zone to an urban deferred zone in the Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS).  An urban 

deferred zone recognises that certain essential services and infrastructure requirements 

must be addressed before the land can be developed.
3
  

2.3  A notice of motion to disallow the Metropolitan Region Scheme Major Amendment 

1239/41 – Gidgegannup Urban Precinct was given on 10 September 2014 by Hon 

Alanna Clohesy MLC and moved pro forma in accordance with Standing Order 60(1) 

on 17 September 2014. Section 56(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2005 

(Act) permits the Parliament to disallow a scheme or amendment. 

3 THE COMMITTEE’S INQUIRIES 

3.1 A submission to the Committee from the principal petitioner (Appendix 2) outlined a 

number of concerns with the Gidgegannup Major Amendment, particularly in relation 

to: 

 a lack of basic infrastructure; 

 the need for a significant upgrade to Toodyay Road and other local roads; 

 inconsistencies with local planning documents and strategy, and 

 the lack of community consultation on a proposed Masterplan.
4
 

3.2 A response to the petition by Hon John Day MLA, Minister for Planning, was 

received by the Committee and is attached at Appendix 3.  The Minister advised that: 

An Urban deferred zone has been considered more appropriate than 

an Urban zone because there are servicing issues, such as the 

                                                      
2  Western Australian Planning Commission, Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment 1239/41–

Gidgegannup Urban Precinct, Report on Submissions, Submissions, Transcripts of hearings, May 2014, 

tabled in the Legislative Council on 19 June 2014 (Tabled Paper 1567).   

3  Ibid, p1.   

4  Submission from Ms Sally Block, Gidgegannup Progress Association (Inc.), 6 October 2014. 
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provision of water and wastewater, and regional road issues, such as 

the upgrade of Toodyay Road, that need to be addressed prior to the 

land being developed for urban purposes.
5
 

3.3 The Minister pointed out that the amendment is “only the start of the planning process 

required to make the site ready for future urban development” and in the interim 

“there are several other statutory planning requirements” to be undertaken.
6
  Those 

planning processes will include opportunities for public consultation.
7
 

3.4 In relation to the petitioner’s concern about the lack of consultation on a proposed 

Gidgegannup masterplan, the Minister advised that there is no requirement under the 

Act for a masterplan to support an amendment to the Metropolitan Region Scheme.
8
  

3.5 The Minister noted that most of the issues raised by the petitioner are addressed in the 

Report on Submissions for the amendment.
9
 

3.6 A response from the City of Swan was received as the Committee was concluding this 

report and is attached at Appendix 4. 

3.7 This information is provided to assist the House in its debate on the disallowance 

motion. 

 

Recommendation 1:  The Committee recommends that the Legislative Council note the 

report. 

 

 

 

 

Hon Simon O’Brien MLC 

Chairman 

 

 

27 November 2014 

                                                      
5  Letter from Hon John Day MLA, Minister for Planning, 11 November 2014, p1. 

6  Ibid. 

7  Ibid. 

8  Ibid, p4. 

9  Ibid, p5.   
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