
4 0 T H  PA R L I A M E N T

Presented by 
Dr A.D. Buti, MLA

November 2020

Public Accounts Committee

Report 18

BUDGET BRIEFING 2020-2021



Committee Members

Chair					 Dr A.D. Buti, MLA
Member for Armadale

Deputy Chair				 Mr D.C. Nalder, MLA
Member for Bateman

Members				 Mr V.A. Catania, MLA
Member for North West Central

Mr S.A. Millman, MLA
Member for Mount Lawley

Mrs L.M. O’Malley, MLA
Member for Bicton

Committee Staff

Principal Research Officer		 Dr Alan Charlton, PhD BA(Hons)			

Research Officer/s			  Dr Sam Hutchinson, PhD

Legislative Assembly						             Tel: (08) 9222 7494  
Parliament House				       Email: lapac@parliament.wa.gov.au
4 Harvest Terrace			          Website: www.parliament.wa.gov.au/pac	
WEST PERTH  WA  6005					

Published by the Parliament of Western Australia, Perth.
November 2020
ISBN: 978-1-925724-70-7

(Series: Western Australia. Parliament. Legislative Assembly. Committees.
Public Accounts Committee. Report 18)

328.365



Public Accounts Committee 

Budget Briefing 2020-2021 

Report No. 18 

Presented by 

Dr A.D. Buti, MLA 

Laid on the Table of the Legislative Assembly on 12 November 2020 





iii 

Contents 

1  Budget Briefing 2020-2021 Background  1 

2  The presentation  3 





1 

Chapter 1 
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Background 

Each year since 2001, the Public Accounts Committee (the committee) has hosted a briefing 

on the Western Australian State Budget. Officials from the Department of Treasury deliver 

the briefing, which is available to all interested members of the State Parliament. In this 

unusual year we carried that tradition into its 20th iteration. 

The annual briefing takes place in the week immediately following the Treasurer’s 

presentation of the Appropriation Bills in the Legislative Assembly and the delivery of his 

Budget speech. This year that occurred in early October. The briefing outlines key elements 

of the Budget and provides an opportunity for all members to acquire detailed knowledge of 

the economic forecasts for the year ahead and the impact of the Government’s income and 

expenditure proposals on the State’s bottom line. It also presents an opportunity for 

members to question the Treasury officials about the Budget’s underlying assumptions. 

In keeping with recent practice, the committee has resolved to publish the PowerPoint 

presentation that accompanied this year’s presentation. The committee believes there is 

significant merit in making such documents public, as they provide a useful reference point 

for anyone who is interested in the State’s current fiscal position and policy. 

Eleven members attended the 2020-21 Budget Briefing, which took place on Tuesday, 
13 October 2020 and was delivered by the following Treasury officials: 

 Michael Barnes, Under Treasurer

 Michael Court, Deputy Under Treasurer

 Alistair Jones, Executive Director Economic Business Unit

 Richard Watson, Executive Director Infrastructure and Finance

 Michael Andrews, A/Executive Director Strategic Policy and Evaluation.

5 On behalf of the committee and all other members present on the day, I would like to thank 

Mr Barnes and his team for the quality of their presentation and their continuing support of 

this event. We very much appreciate the level of preparation that clearly goes in to this 

work.  

DR A.D. BUTI, MLA 

CHAIR
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