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leadership to the disability sector as head of the commission board.  Barry took over at a time when the 
Disability Services Commission was in its infancy and since then has been instrumental in creating a nation-
leading system to support people with disabilities and their families and carers.  Barry has helped guide the 
development of the sector from a disparate collection of agencies to a strong and united force with shared values 
and goals.  His contribution was significant, with members from both sides of the house acknowledging that his 
bipartisanship was without question.   

Barry�s involvement with the disability sector has resulted in a number of systemic changes to the provision of 
services to our clients, which will have tremendous benefits for people with disabilities in this state for years to 
come.  Over the course of his chairmanship, his dedication to the sector through reviews will ensure that we 
remain responsive to the needs of clients, families and carers.  His commitment to standards monitoring and the 
provision of quality services to our clients has been second to none.  While this may appear mundane, the 
standard of service provision clearly impacts directly, and sometimes drastically, on a person with a disability, 
and Barry�s commitment to ensure standards monitoring has been recognised for the important work that it is.   

Barry has used his political and business expertise to assist his work as chair of the commission.  Without a 
doubt, one of his best achievements was to get both state and federal Treasurers to recognise the tax burdens on 
people with a disability and their families and to make a number of substantial changes to their arrangements.  I 
thank Barry on behalf of all people with disabilities, their families and carers and I also thank his own family.  I 
thank him on behalf of the state government and all the former ministers, both Labor and Liberal, who have 
worked with him.   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTICE STANDING COMMITTEE - 
NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.06 am]:  In 2006, the 
Community Development and Justice Standing Committee began its inquiry into Western Australian natural 
disaster relief arrangements.  It specifically looked into the adequacy of state government assistance under the 
program for persons affected by a natural disaster.  The committee tabled its report, which was the result of 
intensive, comprehensive and exhaustive consultation and research across the state, in this house on 10 May 
2007.  I commend the chair of the committee, the member for Joondalup, Tony O�Gorman, and committee 
members for the priority placed on this inquiry and the thoroughness of their investigations.  The committee put 
forward a report to government making 14 recommendations that are intended to address and resolve any 
concerns of affected communities.  These recommendations are supported in principle and can be grouped 
around five key themes, being: equitable financial contributions by local governments; improving the 
dissemination of information to those affected and increasing support to local authorities in time of natural 
disaster; increasing the amounts available for personal hardship and distress payments; making improvements to 
enable damaged infrastructure to be upgraded to a more resilient standard; and extra measures, including 
covering the cost of fencing materials and the secondment of staff to aid local recovery efforts.   

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority has already started to work through a number of initiatives, 
including State Alert and redevelopment of its Internet site, to ensure that comprehensive information is 
available to the community and particularly those affected by a natural disaster.  This includes details of 
WANDRA objectives, assistance measures, administering agencies, eligibility criteria and application forms.   

A response to the committee�s report was due in this house earlier this week and I apologise that it was not 
finalised by the due date.  A number of the recommendations raise significant issues for groups with an interest 
in our natural disaster relief arrangements, notably emergency service workers, local governments, primary 
producers and our main state government-body partners.  As a result, FESA is still conducting consultations with 
appropriate agencies and a final analysis of the recommendations.  An integral part of this is to consider the 
implications of changes made this year by the commonwealth government to the natural disaster relief and 
recovery arrangements, which have direct flow-on effects to Western Australia�s natural disaster relief 
arrangements.  A final response to the recommendations and a report to this house will be forthcoming as soon 
as possible.  Again, I thank the committee for its work and in particular its determination to ensure that Western 
Australians affected by a natural disaster receive the amounts due to them under natural disaster relief 
arrangements.  

LONELY PLANET TOURISM PROMOTION 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MS S.M. McHALE (Kenwick - Minister for Tourism) [9.09 am]:  I am pleased to inform the house of two 
important initiatives by the Carpenter government to promote Western Australia as an ideal tourism destination 
to a worldwide audience.  Thanks to a new partnership between Tourism Western Australia and globally 
recognised travel brand Lonely Planet, Western Australia will feature on Lonely Planet television and websites 


