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NOTE TO READER 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a verbatim 
transcript of the spoken word and reflects the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. The Battye Library is not responsible for the 
factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views therein; these are for the reader 
to judge. 

Bold type face indicates a difference between transcript and tape as a result of 
corrections made to the transcript only, usually at the request of the person 
interviewed. 

[ ] are used for insertions, not in the original tape. 



Introduction 

This is an interview with Robert Henry Claude Stubbs recorded for the Parliament of 
Western Australia and the J S Battye Library of West Australian History. 

Claude Stubbs was born in Northam in 1905. He worked as a coal miner in Collie 
from 1927 to 1931 and as a gold miner at Kalgoorlie 1932-37. He was a miner and 
underground supervisor in Norseman from 1937 to 1957 and a health inspector for 
the Shire of Dundas from 1957 to 1962. 

He was elected as Member of the Legislative Council representing South-East 
Province in 1962, was Labor Whip from 1965 to 1971, Minister for Local 
Government and Chief Secretary from 1971 to 1974. He retired from Parliament in 
1980. 

In the interview Mr Stubbs speaks of his early working life through the Depression 
and his later career in mining and as a health inspector. He discusses his 
Parliamentary career and some of his contemporaries. Ministerial and policy issues 
he discusses include greyhound racing, casino proposals, fluoridation, workers 
compensation and the planning of Canning Vale Prison. 

The interview is a little over 6 hours, recorded on 7 x 60 minute cassettes by Criena 
Fitzgerald between June and August 1997. 
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This is an interview with Claude Stubbs for the Battye Library Oral History Unit 
and the Western Australian Parliamentary Oral History Project. The interview 
was recorded by Criena Fitzgerald on 19 June 1997. 

CF Now Mr Stubbs could you give me your full name and date of 
birth? 

STUBBS My name is Robert Henry Claude Stubbs and I was born on 2 
April 1905. 

CF And where were you born? 

STUBBS At Northam. 

CF And what was your father's full name and his occupation? 

STUBBS Stokes Ulysses Stubbs. 

CF And what did he do? 

STUBBS Well, I'm not very familiar with what he did because he died when 
I was four weeks old, and anything I know is just handed down. All I know is 
he came from America originally as an advance agent for Cooper and Bailey's 
Circus. He left the circus in New South Wales and followed some other 
occupation. He met my mother and married her in New South Wales. They 
later came to Western Australia. They had two kids then: the eldest girl was 
Sarah Abigail (we called her Sis), and the next one was Stokes - Stokes (we 
called him Soak). 

CF And what was your mother's full name? 

STUBBS Mary Jane - surname before she married was Marshall. 

CF Mr Stubbs can you give me your earliest memory? What's the 
earliest thing you can remember? 

STUBBS In my childhood, I've often thought about it, but I think the first 
thing I can ever remember was going to the cemetery. My mother used to take 
me and my sister, Belle, who was three years older than me: that would be our 
Sunday morning outing. We had a cart and a horse called Kitty, a grey mare, 
and she used to drive Kitty to the cemetery and we kids would be in the cart 
with her. It was a light sort of cart, sort of a delivery cart. 

CF And did your mother ever marry again? 

STUBBS No, no. 
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CF What sort of work did she do to bring you up? 

STUBBS Well in those days there wasn't any social service for assistance 
of any kind, so she had to just work to keep we kids together. There were 
seven in the family, but Sis, the eldest, was twenty-one years older than me, 
and Stokes, the next one, was twenty years older. The other one, Grover, was 
fourteen years older, and then there was a brother, James, he was twelve 
years older. The only three that my mother had to keep was Doll, who was 
nine years older than me, and Belle, who was three years older than me. The 
two eldest were away from home, and when I was born my brother Grover, he 
went up the nor'west to work on pastoral stations, so I never saw him at all 
much. 

CF And where did you go to school? 

STUBBS I went to the West Northam State School. I left when I was 
fourteen; the day I turned fourteen I left school. Later on, after I was married, I 
realised that I'd have to do something about an education so I started to go to 
the School of Mines in Kalgoorlie and study elementary subjects. After I went 
to Norseman in the beginning of 1937 I joined the School of Mines there and 
studied many elementary subjects: one was geometry, one was continuation of 
geology, another elementary subject was chemistry. Actually I passed 
geometry 100 per cent and I didn't have to pay any fees for the chemistry 
course - that was the reward. I also did a bit of study but didn't sit for the exam 
for assaying and that sort of thing. 

CF Were you ready to leave school though at fourteen? 

STUBBS I was ready myself, I hated school. 

CF Why? 

STUBBS Because I didn't like the teachers for a start. In those days they 
were mostly English teachers. We did have one that was a Scotchman. I 
never ever remember getting homework or anything like that. The moment the 
bell rang, that was the finish. I thought it was pretty useless. All we could read 
about was the deeds of English knights and Nelson and Wellington and all 
those birds that didn't interest me a bit. I couldn't see that I was learning 
anything, learning about these British generals. 

CF You've said your father was American. Did you know about 
American history, too? 

STUBBS No, I didn't know anything about American history. I've attempted 
to catch up since, but I haven't been very successful. 

CF When you left school what was your first job? 



TAPE ONE SIDE STUBBS 3 

STUBBS Well, I worked as a picker-up in a shearing shed for a few weeks 
- it was just a part-time job - and then I worked as a bottle washer in a cordial 
factory, washing bottles and getting them ready to be filled, putting labels on 
them after they were filled and corked. 

CF And after that? 

STUBBS Well I worked on a baker's cart for about eight months. 

CF Was that delivering bread? 

STUBBS Yes, I used to deliver bread every day to about 400 customers. 
One customer I can remember very well was Edith Cowan. She later became 
a member of Parliament. She was an advocate for women's causes. She 
lived in the magistrate's quarters (her husband was a magistrate) and they had 
a servant girl that used to come to the door to get the bread off me, and I can 
always even remember the order now: it was half a loaf, a well-cooked upright 
loaf. [chuckles] 

CF What was your understanding of politics back then, as a young 
man? 

STUBBS Well I wasn't very interested; I was too busy trying to make a 
living. In those days if you had a permanent job you were blessed because 
there wasn't much about, only government employees or bank employees, 
that's about all, or if you had an apprenticeship, but of course I had no-one to 
go into bat for me so I couldn't get an apprenticeship, so I had to take any 
casual work that was going. As I got a little older I mostly followed railway 
construction work or repair work, and the fettlers gangs. It was a good job, 
hard work, but at least you got paid every fortnight, and it was good while it 
lasted. But of course like all government jobs they allocated money for the job 
and the moment the last penny cut out the job finished. 

CF When you moved down from Northam to Perth, was that 
because there were no jobs in Northam? 

STUBBS Yes, I got a bit of sick having such casual work and it'd be a 
pattern of getting into debt, then when you got a job you paid it off, and when 
the job finished you were no better off, you got into debt again. That cycle 
went on for a long time and I got a bit sick of it; I wanted to get on a bit. I 
wanted to get a permanent job so I could have things like other people. So I 
decided to try and get a job in the pastoral industry up north-west and I thought 
perhaps if I could get a job I could stay out in the country for a long, long time 
and get a cheque and come down and do something decent with it. But 
anyhow I pursued that all around the representatives of the pastoral industry 
but there was no jobs so I could see that I had to go somewhere else. And 
jobs were hard to get because after the First World War the returned soldiers 
came back and they got preference for everything - and I'm not disputing that - 
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but the young fellows like me found it very hard to get a job themselves. 
Anyhow I decided to go to Perth and, as I say, I couldn't get a job so I tossed 
the coin - I didn't know where to go. Someone told me there was work in 
Collie, someone told me there was work in Geraldton, so I tossed the coin: it 
came down Collie and I went to Collie. 

CF How old were you when you began work at Collie? 

STUBBS I was twenty-one. 

CF Did you have any understanding about mining before then? 

STUBBS I didn't have a clue about it. I just learnt as I went along. 

CF So, did you have the job before you went to Collie? 

STUBBS No, no, no. 

CF Can you describe for me how you got the job? 

STUBBS Well, actually I got a job on the railway, a few months' work in the 
railway gang repairing the railways lines with a gang. The gang was stationed 
at Olive Hill, about ten mile from Collie, towards Bunbury. I used to ride a bike 
down there every morning to work and ride back, and as we didn't work on 
Saturdays we worked longer hours during the day to make up to get Saturday 
off and get paid for it. So every Saturday I'd go around the mines to try and 
see if there was any work. In those days they were starting up the Stockton 
Mine and I went out there and that's where I got a first job - with the Stockton 
Mine in Collie. 

CF What sort of wages were they for miners? Was it more for miners 
than any other job? 

STUBBS Well for ordinary miners, they just got paid wages, but the men 
that were breaking coal and also the wheelers that were carting the coal to the 
plats and also the machine miners, they were all on contract, but the other 
chaps, like me, that first started, you got a wage, and the wage was about 
twelve shillings a day. 

CF Was that more than what you'd been earning on the railways? 

STUBBS Oh, about the same but on the railway you'd earn it for a few 
months and have nothing; this way I had at least five years run of work on the 
mine till the Depression came and it shut down. 

CF What was your first job then, on the mine? What did you actually 
do when you first went there? 
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STUBBS Well, actually they were opening up this Stockton mine, and my 
job was to help clear a road for a start because they had to get in with their 
equipment. I was a truck driver and I used to help to clear the road and cart 
gravel to put the road in to the mine for a start. Then of course, after that I 
used to cart all their goods in to the mine till the job cut out, and then I got a 
job.... I was a fill-in anything: if anyone who was away sick I'd do their job. I 
gradually graduated till I did get on the coal mining and started to earn a bit of 
money. 

CF Did you have an apprenticeship, as it were, on the coal mining 
before you actually got to them? 

STUBBS No, no. There was two men working and you just worked along 
with them. The machine miners used to come in and cut the coal underneath, 
the borers would come in and bore the holes; all we had to do was fire the face 
and do the shovelling - it was all loading trucks off the shovel. The wheelers 
would come in with their horse cart the coal out to the plat and bring an empty 
truck back again. The wheelers did this for about three pair of men, so it kept 
three pair of men going in trucks. It was then that you were on contract. You 
then put your what they called a token on the truck to show who you were and 
you got paid on the amount of coal you produced. If you were in a good place 
where there was plenty of good coal, you made quite a bit of money. If you 
were in a bad place, well, you were lucky to make over wages. 

CF So who would've been at the top of the hierarchy as a miner? 
What job was on the top hierarchy for miners? 

STUBBS Well, the gun miners, we used to call them, were the men that'd 
been there for many years with much experience, and if they were in a good 
place they used to produce a lot, but everything was off the shovel so you were 
limited to your ability to shovel. I don't know anything else I can tell you about 
that part of it, except that it was hard work, it was wet work - you were always 
wet because of the water in the mine - and it used to leave you frightfully tired 
at the end of the shift, the water. 

CF Was it cold underground? 

STUBBS No it wasn't too bad underground, but we wore a couple of 
flannels, mainly because of the wet, so that you'd keep warm, and we also 
used to wear a little waistcoat we used to make out of what we called fracture 
cloth. The powder used to come in a box lined with a sort of a water proofing 
fracture cloth, we called it, and we used to get that and make our own little 
waistcoat so that we could put it down our backs to protect our backs from the 
cold and wet conditions. 

CF When the horses went down the mine, how many horses would 
there have been? 
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STUBBS Oh, there'd be a lot of horses. There was a lot of miners and they 
produced a lot of coal. I can't tell you the tonnage but I would say that there'd 
be about twenty pairs of miners, twenty to twenty-one pairs of miners, and 
there'd be about a dozen horses doing the work of wheelers. 

CF Were the horses left underground in Collie? 

STUBBS No, no. No they were treated very well in Collie. They were 
brought up every shift. They were hosed down and dried and rugged up and 
then put in their stable. Each one had its own allotted compartment and the 
horse'd go in there and there'd be feed for it. It was fed as soon as it'd come 
up; it was fed at midnight again, and it was fed in the morning. They were very 
well looked after. 

CF Do you remember any accidents in the mine when you were 
there? 

STUBBS Oh yes there's always accidents in mines. I wasn't involved 
personally in any of the accidents in the coalmines but men'd get blown up and 
the fall of ground would kill them and that sort of thing; there was always one or 
two a year. There was about five mines down there employing men and out of 
those five there'd be one or two a year altogether, I suppose. 

CF What were the safety precautions like down there? 

STUBBS The safety was.... you were mainly left to yourself. It wasn't a 
gaseous mine, there was no gas there that we know like in the Eastern States' 
mines so we didn't have to worry about. We used a naked lamp. It was a 
carbide light that hung on your head. You wore a cap with a fitting for a 
carbide light and that's what you used, and of course wherever you looked the 
light shone. There was a boss came round in the coalmines - he's called a 
deputy - he used to come round and examine the faces and have a talk about 
different things, but it was mainly left to yourself to make sure that bad ground 
came down, or if not you had to timber it. 

CF Did any coalminers have lung disease? 

STUBBS Oh yes, they do after a long, long period in the mines. It's 
common to coalminers. It's different to silicosis but it does affect them in the 
finish. They get very short-winded and they have trouble moving around, but it 
takes much longer, I think, for the coal dust to act than silicosis does to act on 
the metalliferous miner. 

CF What were some of the concerns of coalminers? 

STUBBS Well, I don't know there was any concern. I mean, things used to 
go pretty smoothly because the men were on contract. They could earn their 
own money and they had to look after their own safety and wellbeing, and 
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therefore I don't ever remember any great problems. There was a strike of 
three weeks, but that was over pay claims, and apart from that I can't 
remember much trouble. 

CF What did the company provide for coalminers in terms of 
facilities? 

STUBBS Oh well, none much. You bought your tools. If you were on 
contract you bought your own tools. I'm talking of my day; I have no idea what 
it's like now, but in my day you bought your own shovel, you bought your own 
pick and you insured yourself and if you earned over £400 a year, you had to 
pay your own insurance - and £400 was a pretty princely sum in the late 
twenties. 

CF So, to whom did you pay this insurance? 

STUBBS Well you paid it through the mines. They arranged it all but you 
had to pay it yourself. 

CF You don't know whether it was to a Friendly Society? 

STUBBS Oh no, it was one of the insurance companies. They did deal 
with their own insurance with companies to insure their horses, plant, 
equipment, housing and all that, they had their own insurance, and I presume 
they used the same insurance company as the miners. The only difference 
was if you earned over £400 you paid your own, but of course that didn't apply 
in many years later. 

CF You said when you started you were on wages but that some 
contract miners had to provide their own picks and shovels and all of that sort 
of thing. At what age did you begin to be a contract miner? 

STUBBS I would say about twenty-three, twenty-four, thereabouts. I 
wasn't that long actually on contract mining because I did work driving an air 
shaft with a chap named Harold Marley. We drove an air shaft down many feet 
to connect with the bottom workings so that there'd be a good circulation of air. 
I was on that for quite a few months. 

CF How long did it take you to drive this air shaft? You said a few 
months, so how deep would that have been? 

STUBBS Well it was on an incline of about one in six and it was going 
down. We had to bore the holes, fire the shots, put the timber up, clear the 
shaft of debris from the firing, and just repeat the performance all along. It was 
nasty ground because there was a lot of water, so we had to continually timber 
as we went along. That's where I learnt the art of timbering in mines. 

CF How complex is that? 
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STUBBS Oh well, it's pretty complex when you're working in bad ground 
because you have to have your timber up and you have to keep driving the 
headboards above you forward all the time for your own protection. But Harold 
Marley, he was a good timberman; I learnt quite a lot from him. Actually after I 
left to go to the goldfields, Harold Marley finished up as councillor for the Collie 
Town Council. He served for many years representing the district of Shotts. 

CF What was the mining community itself like in Collie? Was that a 
closed community? 

STUBBS It was very, very, very conservative. I found it that way because if 
you weren't born and bred in Collie you were considered an outsider. The only 
ones they seemed to accept was Italians and also miners from other States, 
but one like me that came in from another town, I found it pretty hard for a 
start. Well, there was no adverse dealings to me but, I mean, you could feel 
that you weren't part of the set-up. 

CF Were there many immigrant miners? 

STUBBS Oh yes, quite a lot of Italians and a lot of Welshmen, and there 
were some English miners, Cornish miners, not many, but quite a lot of 
Welshmen. They actually had a Welsh choir there; there was some beautiful 
singers amongst those Welsh people. They had this Welsh choir and some of 
the old Welshmen.... well not old, I mean they were a few years older than me 
but I was only a kid. but they used to sing at work and I used to even enjoy 
listening to them there. 

CF As an occupation, as a coalminer, what are some of the 
difficulties of coalmining for a beginner? 

STUBBS Well, the only difficulty in a coalmine is getting to work, I think, 
because once you're there you just do the same old thing every day. I didn't 
find any great difficulty at all. 

CF Did you ever find any problems with going underground? 

STUBBS Oh no, I just had to face it because the underground men made a 
lot more money and that was my ambition - to get somewhere where I could 
make money and save money. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE A 
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CF So Mr Stubbs, what year did your job end in Collie, and what 
happened? 

STUBBS I was working for Amalgamated Collieries when I finished. The 
collieries were badly knocked about financially because of the Depression. 
Their main customer in those days were the railways and also the power 
stations. They did sell some coal to other avenues but it wasn't great 
quantities; the big quantities came from the railways. All the engines were 
steam engines in those days and therefore, wherever there were steam 
engines they had to have coal. But when the Depression came it hit so many 
industries: there was less call for the railways, there was less call for the 
power, and of course they ceased using a lot of coal, and that meant a lot of 
men had to go, and so some mines closed down or severely curtailed their 
staff. That's when I decided, well, Collie had no future to me, I'd better get 
going. 

There was one interesting thing that I forgot that not too many people in their 
lifetime in the mines would've experienced. The Proprietary mine caught on 
fire, and when coal gets on fire it's hard to put out, and so they got personnel 
from all the mines to come out to the Proprietary mine to assist to try and put 
the coal fire out. We had to put in stoppings to stop the air from getting to it; 
any water in the mine we had to channel towards the fire. But the main thing is 
we had to build stoppings to completely seal it off so that the fire could starve 
of oxygen and put it out. It was pretty hot working conditions there. We had to 
work for twenty minutes and then come out. Someone else'd come in for 
twenty minutes, and so the rotation would go, because it was hard to work with 
the heat of the fire. Anyhow we eventually finished the job and everything was 
sealed off and I presumed the fire was put out, but I never ever knew. 

CF Did anyone die in the fire? 

STUBBS No, no-one died because it was pretty well supervised by the 
hierarchy. They knew the plans of the mine and where the coal was and 
everything so we just simply did the hard work, they did the planning. 

CF Mr Stubbs in Collie, you've just told me about the fire - what were 
the miners' own understandings about health and safety as a mineworker? 

STUBBS Well the main thing for a mineworker underground is to get air 
because he works hard, he needs air, and also he needs air to sweep away 
the dust and smoke in the mine. I would say that would be the main thing: a 
good flow of air to his working place. From a health point of view I think it 
mainly is himself because I didn't experience much that I can recall about that. 

CF I've been reading some old papers about mining and they talk 
about sanitary precautions. What are they provided for down the mine, down a 
coalmine? 
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STUBBS You mean toilets and that? 

CF Yes. 

STUBBS Well they did have a place where they had a pan system and the 
miners used to have to go there if they had the urge, but they had someone 
came along and shift it periodically. It would just be attended to same as the 
old pan systems in all the other towns before they got any other sewerage 
system. 

CF Did miners suffer excessively from any other sorts of disease? 
For example, typhoid? 

STUBBS No, I don't think so, just the dust. A few got pneumonia now and 
again, but I think that was because of chills and draughts and various things. I 
think the miners looked after themselves pretty well and took precautions; there 
wasn't too much sickness. The sicknesses they got probably they contracted 
not in the mine - outside the mine. 

CF What sort of sicknesses would they have been? 

STUBBS Well, flu and colds and stuff like that. 

CF Were you a member of the union? 

STUBBS Yes, you had to be a member of the union. If you weren't, you 
didn't get a job or you didn't retain your job. 

CF What union was that? 

STUBBS Collie Coal Miners Union. 

CF Were you actively involved in that union? 

STUBBS No, I wasn't involved, I was just a member. 

CF And did you see benefits for being in the union apart from the 
economic benefits of getting a job? Did you feel that the union helped miners? 

STUBBS Well I was sympathetic to the miners because I could see that 
without the union their bargaining power would be very much decreased. 
Anything we got was through the efforts of the union, so I can't see anything 
detrimental belonging to a union. 

CF Where did you live when you were in Collie? Did the mining 
company provide housing? 
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STUBBS Oh no. No, I used to live in a boarding house. I lived in several 
boarding houses around the town over the years. 

CF Now when the Depression hit and the mine closed, did you have 
any inkling that this was going to happen? 

STUBBS Oh well, the Depression started in 1929 and it didn't hit for a long, 
long time because it didn't affect the railways and power for a long while. It 
became worse in the late twenties and early '30s. By that time, in 1931 I got 
married - on 3 January 1931. Of course not having a job soon after became a 
serious proposition then, so I decided to leave Collie and try my luck 
elsewhere. 

CF What was your wife's full name? 

STUBBS She only had one Christian name and that was Violet. Her 
surname was Gammage - Violet Gammage. 

CF And what did she do before marrying you? Did she have a job? 

STUBBS Oh well, she was like all girls in those days, there wasn't much 
choice. She was a housekeeper for a doctor in Collie, a Dr Smith. She used 
to go early in the morning, get his breakfast, do the house, clean up and 
everything, get his lunch, come home to her parents' place for two or three 
hours and then go back and get his tea. After about eight o'clock at night all 
the rest of the time was her own. 

CF Was her father a miner? 

STUBBS No, he was a timber worker, her father. He was a sleeper cutter 
but he was badly crippled through years in the bush - arthritis and that. He had 
problems walking and his hands were all gnarled up; he couldn't use [an] axe 
or anything. He'd retired on a pension. 

CF And how did you meet her? 

STUBBS Oh that was easy. [laughter] I met her at a dance. She was 
dancing away with some chap, and she fell over and I picked her up and 
started to chat her up and took her home that night and that was the finish. 
[laughs] She thought I was a good bloke and we eventually got married. 

CF So, what was the year you married? 

STUBBS I was married on 3 January 1931. 

CF And was that the same year you decided to leave coalmining? 

STUBBS Oh yes, I didn't have any choice, they closed the mines down. 
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CF Can you describe to me how they explained to the workers about 
the mine closing? 

STUBBS Well they simply said that they're not getting the orders for the 
coal and therefore they can't produce coal without they get the orders, and that 
there's no work; it's just as simple as that. 

CF How many miners were there affected? 

STUBBS Oh well, there was five mines there. I can only speak of the mine 
I was on. The mine I was on shut down completely. 

CF So in your own mine, how many men would have been laid off? 

STUBBS Oh, about sixty. 

CF What did you do then? 

STUBBS I went to Wiluna to look for work, because Wiluna was booming, 
according to the papers. Claude de Bernales' company had recently opened 
up the mine at Wiluna and they were developing it, shaft-sinking, putting a 
treatment plant up and doing all the things they do to start a mine up, and the 
story we were getting was that they wanted men. So I jumped the train to 
Yalgoo. There was a lot of us unemployed - I wasn't any orphan - there were 
hundreds unemployed round the country. I heard there was work up at a place 
called Gnows Nest, twenty-five miles from Yalgoo, so I decided to go out and 
look. I walked the twenty-five mile out and there was no work. I slept the night 
in an old shed and then walked back next day. All I had was a plate of 
porridge. All it turned out to be was a prospector's show. They were working 
this reef, two men, and there had been a lot of men working previously but the 
mine had closed down and these two men were carrying on. One was a chap 
called Jack Hessler, and he gave me a plate of porridge that morning, the 
morning after I walked there; it had condensed milk mixed with water, it had a 
bit of sugar on it but it also had nutmeg all over it, and I thought that was the 
most delicious meal I'd had in many a day. So I walked fifty mile on a plate of 
porridge. 

Anyhow there was no work at Yalgoo. I hung around for a while, a few days - 
couldn't see any work, couldn't see any chance of work, so I moved on to Mt 
Magnet and they were just starting to develop a mine. They had their 
personnel, they didn't want any more till they had developed a bit. I went to 
Cue, and the same thing was at Cue: they were developing mines but they had 
their personnel, so I finished up jumping the train to Wiluna. Well, Wiluna was 
a big town then because there was so many men working there on the 
construction of the plant, and also underground they were developing, but they 
again had their underground crowd and they had their construction crowd. I 
did get a few days' work for two or three weeks, but I couldn't see any future 
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there because I'd come about six months too soon, so I decided to try my luck 
on the goldfields in Kalgoorlie. 

CF You said you jumped the train - did you have no money for the 
train fare? 

STUBBS I had no money, no. 

CF So, how did you jump it? 

STUBBS Simply got in the truck and sat in it. The railway chaps were 
pretty good; they shut their eyes when they saw you. But, anyhow, I got to 
Wiluna no problems at all. And when I jumped the train back I still had no 
problems till I got on the road to Collie, but I stopped at Daiwallinu on the way 
back to see my sister. She married a farmer, and I suppose I had two thoughts 
there: one to see my sister and the other to try and have a decent feed, 
because it was pretty hard to get food when you had no money. I then went on 
to Northam to visit my mother. I stayed a couple of days with her, and then I 
went on to Perth. 

In those days the wheat trucks were filled with bagged wheat. Bulk handling 
wasn't in .....So I looked at the weigh bills on the side of the trucks and found 
this train was already made up to go to East Perth (East Perth was the 
marshalling yard in those days). So when it got a bit dark I went down, hopped 
on a truck and shifted some of the wheat a bit to make myself comfortable and 
be protected from the wind, so I just stayed there. 

The train moved off. It seemed to stop at every siding, which goods trains do, 
but I eventually got to East Perth. I would say it took about twenty hours all 
told, and the only problem was going through the tunnel. The trains used to go 
through a tunnel in those days - and not like they are now - and you have to 
protect yourself because of the smoke and steam till the train gets through the 
tunnel, which takes a couple of minutes. Anyhow I was all right, I survived that. 
I got to East Perth marshalling yards. I then walked from East Perth to Perth 
and then walked from Perth to Armadale. Then I caught one of the empty coal 
trucks; going back to Collie there was a trainload of empty coal trucks, so I 
hopped in that. The guard on the train told me not to poke my nose out the 
train at a place called Coolup Flats. He said there's always a couple of 
policemen there looking for the unemployed, and I peeked through the crack 
going through the station and sure enough those two policemen were there. 

But prior to that, the guard said he'd get the engine drivers to take the trucks 
right up past the railway station so the guard's van would be at the railway 
station. He said, "When it stops, get off. Run up the hill, and wait on top," he 
said "and when we go out towards Collie we'll slow the train down as much as 
we can. Chuck your swags on and get on again," which we did, and had no 
more trouble at all. We eventually got to Collie, and I stayed two or three 
days. I got a bit of food into myself, and then I went to Kalgoorlie. 
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CF So how many of you were going back to Collie? 

STUBBS Oh, I was on my own, yeah. But when we decided to go to 
Kalgoorlie, I met a chap that I knew that had a motorbike (he was out of work in 
Collie) and he wanted to go to Kalgoorlie and he asked me to come with him 
on the back of the motorbike, which I did. We eventually arrived in Kalgoorlie. 
We slept the first night in the Yealering wheat stacks and slept one night on the 
Bruce Rock wheat stacks and then we went on our way to Kalgoorlie. 

CF What was the road like then? 

STUBBS There wasn't any road, it was virtually bush track, and as rough 
as a track could be. I got thrown about on the back of that motorbike and I 
really had a bad time with getting knocked about because of the constant 
jolting and corduroy roads. There was no roads at all. 

CF So how many days did it take you to go on the bike from Collie to 
Kalgoorlie - round about how many? 

STUBBS Four days. 

CF Four days. 

STUBBS Four days in those days, yeah. 

CF So when you got to Kalgoorlie did you go to a mine to try and get 
work? 

STUBBS Well the first thing I did is went to the racecourse because they 
said that a lot of unemployed are living at the racecourse, so I went down 
there. Two or three of us got together and we formed a little camp in the 
rotunda that used to be the bar in the leger. We lived there and it was handy 
because there was running water. We went out to the rubbish tip got an old 
frying pan and an old pot, and cleaned it with sand and water, and that was our 
utensils we used for cooking. 

CF About how many unemployed were living on the racecourse? 

STUBBS Oh about fifty, but in little bands together. In our lot there was 
about five, I think. And what we did, we shared everything. I used to go to a 
baker, cut wood - they used wood in those days - I cut wood for his oven and 
he'd give me two or three loaves of bread, and if you did anything else and you 
got a bit of money you'd buy some eggs. We got a bit of fat given to us and we 
used to have fried bread, if there's no eggs: if there was eggs we'd have fried 
bread and eggs - that was it, our diet. Sometimes we had nothing to eat. I 
lived in that racecourse for ten weeks before I got a job. 
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We used to have to go out of a morning to the Ivanhoe shaft; you'd put your 
name down and go out every morning and wait for your name to be called out. 
Mine was never called out. It was actually mostly Italians that were called out. 
That's another story because graft was very rife in those days and it was a 
well-known fact that if you slung you got a job. Of course the Italians would 
sling and get their mate in, and that was one of the causes of the riot later on 
because of the bad feeling about Italians getting the job over the other chaps. 

Anyhow I used to also go round the hotels and offer to chop wood or do 
something and always offered to do work and you'd get a bit of food. There 
was one particular hotel, the Victoria Hotel I went to (it's now a tavern) and the 
owner said, "If you do the work, come back for lunch, you can have some 
lunch." I did the work all right. I went back for lunch and I was told "The lunch 
was off. Come back at tea time." I went back at tea time, and he was drunk by 
then, and he said, "There's nothing here for you." He told me to get out or he'd 
call the police and all this sort of thing. I got out because the police wouldn't 
take your word, they'd take the publican's word. 

The police were pretty hard on unemployed in those days, they used to tell 
them to "Move on." Anyhow the cook there was a lady, and she said "Wait for 
me at the end of the lane tonight and I'll bring something out for you. But for 
God's sake don't let anyone know because it'll mean my job." Well I waited 
and she brought out some food and I took it down and we all shared it 
together. 

Then there was a lady at the back of the Foundry Hotel named Mrs Bird. She 
conducted a boarding house; she was a widow, her husband died of silicosis. 
Mrs Bird had run this boarding house. She had about a dozen boarders. They 
were called boarders but they mostly lived in camps and came in there for their 
meals. Anyhow she used to make soup for the boarders and I got friendly with 
her, doing little jobs, and she used to keep the flaps every night that she'd used 
to make soup, and we'd take them down to our camp and share them, and that 
was a bit of protein we got with a bit of fried bread, and that was our diet 
mostly. 

Anyhow at the end of ten weeks, after attending the Ivanhoe shaft I used to go 
to other shafts to try and get a job and I went to the C.P. Mine and I finished up 
getting a job. I was that excited after ten weeks. I knew a chap at the hotel on 
the Boulder block named George Langdon (I knew him well from the Northam 
days) anyhow, I went and borrowed a shilling off him to send a telegram to my 
wife to tell her I'd got a job. I got this job and the first pay I got I went out paid 
him this shilling back. 

When I started work I was weak for the want of food and a chap named Jack 
Faichney, an old man he was - when I say old man, he must've been fifty-five 
but he seemed old to us young blokes - he took pity on me. I was on afternoon 
shifts and I was all in. So he said, "Here's four pence." Tram fares were four 
pence then from the halfway to town, he said, "Here, go by tram." 
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Anyhow I didn't; I waited for him to get on the tram before me, then I walked 
into the Post Office in Kalgoorlie where they had a pie stall and they used to 
get pies and peas for four pence. So I went out there and I had pies and peas 
after knocking off work, then went down to the racecourse to sleep. And that 
was my pattern till I got a pay in. When I got a pay in I went and then got a 
camp to live in and went to a boarding house. 

The lady that run the Golden Mile Boarding House, I explained to her that I was 
broke, that I'd got a job but had no money, would she let me have credit for the 
boarding house. She said she would and I boarded there and paid my debts 
and everything and kept paying my rent, and I finally decided I'd try and get a 
place to get my family up. 

CF So did you have any children by then? 

STUBBS Oh yes, I had one. 

CF A boy or a girl? 

STUBBS A boy called John. John was born on 15 October 1931. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE B 
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CF Mr Stubbs can you just talk to me about how women helped men 
during the Depression? 

STUBBS Well women helped their husbands by getting what work they 
could but, I mean, there wasn't much choice and there wasn't much 
opportunity, but from an unemployed point of view, he went to try and cadge a 
meal, and I think "cadging" is an appropriate word because you had to throw 
away all your dignity to go and ask someone to give you a meal, and most of 
them were pretty sympathetic. I think they were much more sympathetic than 
some of the men. But perhaps by saying that I might be doing a bit of an 
injustice to a lot of the men. Women also used to try and raise money for the 
unemployed, try and help in many ways, in many capacities. I remember at 
Cue, they helped the local parson there to run a soup kitchen. There was that 
many unemployed in Cue looking for work they'd run a soup kitchen so at least 
the unemployed could have one feed a day. The women made the soup, they 
brought it down and dished it out. I don't suppose their situation themselves 
wouldn be so great, but anyhow they did it. Women did help a lot and were 
very concerned about people's welfare. 

CF What was the state of the goldmining industry in thirties? 

STUBBS In the thirties? Well the goldmining industry was absolutely 
rundown because during the First World War there was six thousand miners 
from Kalgoorlie alone that enlisted and went to the war. They mostly got put 
into the pioneer corps - they're the ones that did all the mining and stuff like 
that. There was also a lot of the machinery of the mines was used in the war 
effort, so some of the mines were denuded of machinery. But also most of 
them were very, very badly rundown, because after the war, when the men 
came back around 1919 (most of them started to come back in 1919) the price 
of gold was the same price it had been for a couple of hundred years and there 
was no incentive to open up the mines, or help much, or do much. Kalgoorlie 
was actually relying on tributers. 

A lot of the good mines had tributers working the good patches and they did 
employ a few men. As a matter of fact, wages were 14 shillings and 10 pence 
a day to work in the mine underground, but a tributer would pay his man a £1 a 
shift. The difference between 14 shillings and 10 pence and a £1 a shift was a 
princely sum, and of course everyone tried to get work with the tributers 
because there wasn't much work any other way. 

It wasn't till gold started to go up a bit that the mines got out of their dormancy 
and started to do development work again, but they were that far behind that 
they just couldn't start producing because they had no places to work. So they 
had to start development work and gradually open stopes up and all that, and it 
takes a long time to do that sort of thing in mining because you can only 
advance a certain distance every day. So the mines were in very bad shape. 
They also had obsolete equipment, hand-trucking that was slow and tedious 
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and terribly hard work, and the mines never got a boost or started to do much 
good until the people called the Yanks came here. 

They got their name because the manager was a chap name Joe Thorn - he 
was an American and he brought two or three Americans with him, engineers 
and underground managers, men like that, geologists - and they formed a 
company. They took over the Lake View and Star Mine but they also took 
several other companies. They had what they called the Chaffer's Mine, the 
Ivanhoe Mine, and of course they did away with all the trucking. They put 
drives in that were run to a proper grade, they put electric trains in, and instead 
of having men bogging the dirt off a shovel they had mechanical boggers doing 
it. They were the ones that equipped the Golden Mile with their company, and 
they set an example to the other mines. They reduced their costs by two-thirds 
when they got all their business going, like trucking and underground drives, 
mechanical boggers, trains, all that sort of thing. They had good ventilation - 
put fans in and stuff like that - and they reduced their costs. Their costs were 
nearly about 18 shillings I think it was in those days to produce a ton of ore at 
the mill, and I think they brought it down to 6 shillings. Now that was different 
from the other mines; the other mines gradually started to do a bit of 
development work and also started to put in mechanical boggers and trains. 
So they were the forerunners. 

CF And what year was that? 

STUBBS Well, the Yanks came there around about the early thirties. I 
would say they came there about 1929 when they started doing what they had 
to do. They had to do a lot of shaft sinking, had to do a lot of driving, stripping 
and everything like that before they got going. They also altered the milling 
system - producing gold, rather. The old method was the ore being refractory, 
it was hard to treat and it had to be roasted to free the gold. Well what they 
used to do in the old roasters, as they crushed the ore it went straight into the 
roasters, which was costly because it was fired by wood, and wood had to be 
carted in by rail from the various wood sidings. So what the Yanks did, they 
concentrated their ore for a start, and instead of roasting a hundred per cent 
they roasted about ten or fifteen per cent, so they rejuvenated the treatment 
plant as well. They put in the latest known treatment plants and that sort of 
thing. 

CF When you got your first job on the mine did you have to have a 
chest X-ray before you started? 

STUBBS Oh yes. You had to go to the Commonwealth Laboratory, 
adjacent to the Kalgoorlie Hospital and they X-rayed you. X-rays were the 
main; they did a few other things like measuring your chest and all that type of 
thing, but I would say the X-ray was the main thing. If you were cleared you 
were given a certificate, which the miners called their ticket, and it had a 
number. When you went for a job, as soon as you got that job you had to 
produce your ticket at the office. They kept your ticket till you finished the job, 
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or pulled out, or something else, or got the sack or whatever, and then your 
ticket was given back to you. But if I can remember rightly, I think it cost me 
about ten shillings. 

CF It was actually 10 shillings and six pence so you're absolutely 
right. Did you have to do a sputum test? 

STUBBS No, not in those days. I didn't have one that I can remember. 

CF Now, did you have to pay the ten and six yourself, or did the 
company pay it? 

STUBBS No, you had to pay it up front. 

CF So that was a lot of money considering you had nothing. 

STUBBS I know it was a lot of money, and especially if you were 
unemployed. A lot of the poor devils didn't have ten and six. 

CF Was that a disincentive to have an X-ray - the money, the cost of 
it? 

STUBBS I don't think so. See it was run by the Commonwealth 
Government and they were doing the work for the State Government, so it was 
their prerogative to put a charge on. It wasn't a State Government charge - or 
if it was I don't know anything about that. 

CF And did they explain to you about the reasons for the chest 
X-ray? Did you know why you were having one? 

STUBBS Oh yes, yes. You hear that as you go around the town and talk 
to different ones, you eventually hear all about it. No-one specifically explained 
to me up at the laboratory, but I knew about it. 

CF What did you understand about it? 

STUBBS Well I understood that if you had tuberculosis you weren't allowed 
to work in the mines, and actually the X-ray was to find out if you had 
tuberculosis. I suppose if they found you had tuberculosis, you'd probably 
have to go under other tests, but I didn't go into any other tests because I didn't 
have tuberculosis and I didn't have any sign of dust because I didn't work long 
enough in the Collie mines to get dust. 

CF Did you know about dust or silicosis then? 

STUBBS Oh yes. Not a lot, but I mean I had a general knowledge 
because you could see it in Kalgoorlie. Some of the poor devils there could 
hardly walk along the street; they'd have to keep stopping to get their breath. 
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They were old ex-miners that had silicosis, working the dry machines in the old 
days and also contracted tuberculosis, and they were in a very pitiful state. I 
mean, you just had to know why it caused it, you see, because there was that 
many around. Actually I don't think people realised how rife tuberculosis was 
in the Goldfields was in those days. 

CF Did you belong to the Mine Workers Relief Fund? 

STUBBS I joined; that was also..., it was supposed to be called a voluntary 
fund but you had to sign your name for them to take the money out of your pay 
each pay, and everyone did. You don't argue too much when you've been out 
of work, and you get a job and they say this and that, you just go along with it 
because you want a job and you want wages. 

CF What was different about goidmining to coalmining? 

STUBBS Oh it's vastly different; it's a different type of mining. The 
coalmining is relatively flat and has underlay but not to the extent that 
goldmining has. Goldmining is different this way: that the lode or reef or 
whatever you happen to be mining is a very steep dip; it's probably about.... 
oh, some of it's about forty-five degrees or steeper. The levels are different, 
the method of pulling ore is different, and the treatment is different. The ore is 
broken in the stopes and extracted out of the stope by chutes into trucks. It's 
trucked to a bin, the contents of the bin is then hauled to the surface by skip 
and then treated by crushing and various methods. 

CF Is it harder than coalmining? 

STUBBS I think it is in places, very hard, yes. Well, I think every facet's 
pretty hard. I mean it's hard bogging - that's shovelling, it's called bogging in 
the Goldfields; then you've got these heavy trucks to push and some of the 
grades are very bad; and you have to break the ore to a certain degree to go 
down the chute - if it was too big you'd have to crack it with a sledge hammer. 
So I think by and large it is harder work than the coal mining. 

CF Were you a machine driller? 

STUBBS I was later. I wasn't originally because I just did any work that 
was around the place. One of my first jobs on the mine was shovelling sand. 
Underground the sand is used to fill the stopes up. The CF Mine I worked on 
was very dangerous ground and as soon as it was mined through, it was 
immediately filled up with sand to stop the sides caving in and also to make a 
platform to take the next slice off the top. My job originally was shovelling sand 
underground to do this sort of thing, and then of course I had to also help to 
load the sand. There was a big dump near the CP Mine called the Adeline 
Deep Lead's dump and they had a contractor named Bella Watson - she 
inherited the complex through her husband. A lot of drays and horses and staff 
(there were no motor trucks in those days) they used to cart the old waste 
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sands from the Adeline Deep Lead and tip it down an open cut, which would 
find its way into the chutes to sand up. Well I'd help load the drays and that 
sort of thing. I did that for quite a white till we got rid of most of the Adeline 
dump. Then I joined a party underground on contract, and that was a 
wonderful thing for me because I went from 14 shillings and 10 pence a shift to 
22 shillings and 6 pence a shift. That was a huge leap in those days and it did 
provide a few luxuries. By that time, of course, my wife was up there. 

I don't think I told you, did I, how I got my wife up? Well I went to Mrs Bird 
again to ask did she know where I could get a room. It was hard to get 
accommodation in Kalgoorlie; you couldn't get a place for love nor money. 
People were living in garages and paying exorbitant rents. Anyhow Mrs Bird 
luckily did know someone. She had a cousin that had a house in Rhodes 
Street and they had a spare room. So she got in touch with her cousin, a 
woman named Mrs Pearl and we rented this room and the use of kitchen. So 
then, having got that, I then got my wife up, and we went there and we were 
there quite a few months, living there. We had a child, of course, pretty young, 
so we decided we'd prefer to have a place of our own. Going to work of a day I 
used to see a house getting built in Boulder Road - a two room in front and 
back verandah and a kitchen and a bathroom. It was fenced in front and I 
thought that would be a great thing, so I dug up the chap that owned the block 
and was getting the house built and he let me take it on as the first tenant. I 
stayed there for about a year. 

CF Mr Stubbs, what sort of health precautions or health 
understandings were there for goldminers? 

STUBBS Well the goldmining health part of it was regulated by the Mines 
Regulation Act and it took into account precautions that miners had to take to 
try and avoid getting silicosis. For a start, people with tuberculosis weren't 
allowed in the mine, they were barred, and people with silicosis were advised 
to get out but they weren't made to get out. The main protection a miner had 
was a good volume of air where he's working, and not only a good volume, a 
good velocity to carry the dust away, because getting rid of the dust before it 
penetrated the air was most important. A miner, the Act said he had to have 
fifty cubic feet of air per minute, but also that fifty cubic meterage for each 
miner had to be moved fairly quickly to avoid breathing too much dust. I'm 
afraid in many cases the regulations said so, but being carried out was another 
problem. 

There were shift bosses on the mine, but I don't think a lot of them were highly 
qualified. In those days shift bosses didn't have to have what they called a 
ticket, a certificate; that didn't come in till about 1937. Anyhow, coming back to 
the mines, the better mines, like the Lake View and Star, did have big fans and 
also small auxiliary fans feeding into winzes or rises or into drives. My 
experience, of course, is only on the CP Mine and, later on, the mine that 
turned out to be the tourist mine later The Hainault. Anyhow on the mine I was 
at, I never saw a fan whatsoever, and I never saw a stopping. Air has to be 
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turned to where you want it. Air won't travel more than twenty feet without it's 
induced to do so by stoppings and various things. 

There was a lot of cases on the OP Mine where men were gassed: not 
seriously, they had enough sense to get out before it went too far. The only air 
I ever remembered seeing or experiencing on the CF Mine in those days - and 
remember that was from 1932 to the end of 1936 - was an air hose. When the 
machine miner fired, his mate came in the next shift, and all he did from the air 
point of view, was put the air hose in to try to blow the fumes out of the face. 
Having done that the bogger would come in and they'd have the air hose going 
very slowly to give a bit of air, and then, of course, after the face was cleaned 
out, he'd rig up and start boring. Well then that provided more air, but it wasn't 
good air because the air underground, when it condenses, makes a lot of what 
they call smog and fog; that's caused by the water in the air and also the oil in 
the air, because every machine had an oil bottle that had to be filled with oil 
before you started boring so that the working parts were well-oiled. 

The dust is the main problem underground, and taking the dust away is the 
important thing, but unfortunately that doesn't always happen. And another 
thing from the miner's point of view is bronchitis. There was a very high rate of 
bronchitis for miners because of the machines, as I said, spew forth fog, which 
is water in the air mixed with oil, and they're breathing that; it's right under their 
nose all the shift because they're standing up right next to the machine when 
they're boring. Again, I want to stress I'm talking about my time. I know now 
that the machines are different, they've got air legs[?] and that sort of thing, air 
legs came in after I left. 

CF And what about respirators? Did any miners use respirators? 

STUBBS No, I never saw anyone to my knowledge ever use a respirator. 
They did have a couple of obsolete ones but that's supposed to be for rescue 
work. No, I never saw anyone actually using them. 

CF What were the regulations underground about spitting? 

STUBBS Well I can't remember any regulations, but I can remember, when 
I was a young man and tuberculosis was bad, you'd go along a street, and they 
all had verandahs in those days, and you'd see on the verandah 
"Expectorating on the footpath is prohibited". Nearly every building had it on in 
Northam, nearly every building had it on in York, and nearly every building in 
the business area of these places had it on, and in Toodyay. Now that's all I 
can tell you about the spitting. Of course it wasn't encouraged in Kalgoorlie, 
but I never saw the signs. If you spit, you had to spit in the gutter and put your 
foot in it and rub it in. That's all I can tell you about spitting. 

CF And were you aware of silicosis? 
STUBBS Oh yes, yes we were told about it. 
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CF What did they tell you? 

STUBBS Well it was pretty crude - they simply said the dust of dry boring 
gets in your lungs and causes dust disease which is known as silicosis. But 
the miners used to call it that they'd "get dusted", that was the term they used. 

CF Have you ever heard of the term "miners' phthisis"? 

STUBBS I have. When I went up there to work, when I started going into it 
and reading publications and all that I realised it was called miners' phthisis. 
Then, of course, I was made aware of the Miners' Phthisis Act of 1926. 

CF And what did you know that Act meant? 

STUBBS Well the Act meant that it was to compensate miners. There was 
a controversy attached to that Act. It was brought in in 1922 or '23, and they 
added the third schedule which meant that miners' diseases were covered by 
compensation, but there was a lot of controversy amongst the mine owners. 
The mine owners threatened to close the industry down altogether if that was 
brought in; that's why it was delayed for so long trying to reach an agreement. 
Anyhow Phil Collier, who was Premier at the time, decided to proclaim it, and 
when he proclaimed the Act he started it off with a sum of £58 000 to start the 
fund off, mainly because the insurance companies refused to handle anything 
to do with underground mining because of silicosis. One mine did actually shut 
down. The day before the Act was proclaimed and come into force, the 
Golden Horseshoe Mine put off seven hundred men and put them out of work 
rather than pay the insurance. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE A 
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A further interview with Mr Claude Stubbs, recorded on 26 June 1997. 

CF Claude, could you just tell me why you've been known as Claude, 
because certainly when I read some of the parliamentary transcripts they 
speak of you as Claude - why is that? 

STUBBS Well I've been known as Claude as long as I can remember. 
Although my name was Robert Henry Claude, my family seemed to choose to 
call me Claude, and everyone else did; all through my life I've been called 
Claude. I had a nickname, of course, when I was a kid: they called me 
"Chordy"; I suppose that's short for Claude. 

CF But you also sign everything as Claude, as well. 

STUBBS I sign all documents as C Stubbs or Claude Stubbs. 

CF Now I've noticed that you were involved in cycling. Could you just 
talk a little bit about your cycling career, even though it was brief? 

STUBBS Well I was a member of the Northam Cycling Club. I started 
when I was seventeen and used to ride in all the local races. I wasn't a world 
beater or anything like this, just an ordinary country cyclist, but I did win a big 
race in 1922. It was Northam to Beverley and back, 86 miles. I think there 
were about 60 starters. It was very bad weather, raining all the way there and 
back, and the roads were all gravel, and it took its toll; I think there was only 
about fifteen finished. When I was in the race, all my mark mates just left me; 
they went out really hard but the conditions caught up with them but I had the 
pleasure of passing them on the return journey from Beverley to Northam and 
finally won the race. 

CF What made you take up cycling? 

STUBBS Well, it's a funny thing. I went with a friend of mine to look at the 
25 mile championships at Northam late in 1922, and I saw them riding and I 
thought I'd like to be a bike rider, it seemed to appeal to me. I wasn't very 
much at football and wasn't very good at cricket, so I thought at least I might be 
able to do a bit of good healthy sport, and also owning a bike would certainly 
assist me to get around trying to get a bit of work. 

CF And you were saying to me that you cycled with a fixed wheel. 
Can you explain what that was? 

STUBBS Well, all cycles in those days had a fixed wheel, just a sprocket 
and the drive wheel, but in 1924 they introduced free wheels; it wasn't the 
elaborate free wheel they got today, it was just a ratchet sprocket that you put 
on and you had to have brakes. But I didn't have one of them. I rode in the 
Beverley to Perth and I was the only one who had a fixed wheel, simply 
because I couldn't afford the sprocket and brakes because I was currently out 
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of work. I come fourth in that race but I can honestly say I rode the whole 116 
miles. 

CF And what forced you to give it up? 

STUBBS Oh well, I gave it up mainly because [I was] looking for work, 
going around the country looking for work. I mean, jobs were very scarce in 
those days and you just had to chase the work, if you wanted to get any work. 
Most of it was temporary work but at least it was work. I couldn't train, I 
couldn't do anything like that, so I decided the best thing is not to continue 
racing. 

CF Now Claude, you told me about selling pies and things for your 
mother, can you just talk in a little bit more detail about that? You talked about 
meeting a train, selling pies and.... 

STUBBS Well my mother had the contract at the railway station at West 
Northam to sell pies. We used to sell pies in winter, biscuits and sweets and 
fruit in summer. My mother made the pies in the kitchen and my job was to 
carry them down to the railway station and walk up and down the side of the 
train while it was in the station and call out "hot pies" and people who wanted 
them would come and buy them. The pies were very popular and usually sold 
out. In summer we sold fruit and also biscuits and sweets, and my job was to 
meet the trains. I had to meet the train coming down from Meekatharra at 
about half-past-five in the morning, and another train I met was the Kalgoorlie 
express [which] came into Northam at seven o'clock in the morning, and during 
the day in the afternoon there was some trains coming from various places - 
the farming areas adjacent to Northam. The main trains was the Meekatharra 
express, the Kalgoorlie express coming down and also the Kalgoorlie express 
going up, the Meekatharra express twice a week, the Westland express about 
three times a week - they took passengers from Perth to Kalgoorlie to catch the 
Trans train in those days. So my job was to meet the trains and sell the 
produce my mother produced. 

CF And so you were saying earlier, off-tape, about the Goldfields 
Fresh Air League, how you knew about that. 

STUBBS Oh that's very vivid in my memory. A woman named Mrs 
Brennan first started it in Kalgoorlie and it went for many years, and I think after 
she ceased, other people carried on. The idea was to give the Goldfields' kids 
- especially the disadvantaged kids - a chance to get down to the coast. They 
were taken down from Kalgoorlie to Perth on the way to Bunbury, and that's 
where they put their three weeks in. When they went back another contingent 
came down. They had two contingents a year that used to come down. They 
used to run a second division of the Kalgoorlie express to accommodate them. 
I think they had people that looked after them in Bunbury.... that part I'm not 
sure about but all I know is that they'd come down from Kalgoorlie, and some 
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of them were pretty wild and woolly kids, and sometimes I was flat out to make 
sure they weren't helping themselves to my basket of lollies. 

CF Did that job interfere with your schooling? 

STUBBS Oh yes, yes. Sometimes, especially when the trains in the 
morning were late. If they were late I would be home late and get to school 
late. Also sometimes I had to get out of school early to meet the afternoon 
trains. 

CF Did the teachers understand that or was there a problem? 

STUBBS I don't think the teachers in my day understood anything. They 
weren't, in my opinion, the quality of the teachers today. Most of them were 
imported from England. Only ten years before I was born the Education Act 
made it compulsory for kids to be educated, and of course after that they had 
to build schools and enrol staff and all that sort of thing. Mostly my teachers 
were either English or Scotch. The women teachers were mostly English, too. 
I remember I had a Scotch teacher, he was always talking about the Battle of 
Bannockburn, and we had to try and learn that poetry about hereon and 
whereon, and thereon and hereon and hereon and whereon, and most of us 
kids couldn't even understand him, let alone the Bannockburn. But he also 
was a peculiar old bird. Of a Saturday morning if he'd see any of us kids 
licking an icecream in the street we were pulled up before him on Monday 
morning and berated for doing such a disgusting thing in the street as licking 
icecream. So if ever we saw him coming we departed to the other side of the 
road to lick our icecream in peace. 

CF Now last week when we finished talking you'd just got your first 
real job in Kalgoorlie. How long did it take you to get back on your feet after 
the Depression, after being out of work? 

STUBBS Oh it took a long time. I did incur a few debts in Collie because of 
being unemployed and they had to be repaid. But the first thing was to get the 
family together because there was my wife and my son, John, and myself. We 
rented a room and the use of a kitchen in a house in Rhodes Street in 
Kalgoorlie, and I used to walk to work from there to the CP Mine, which was 
halfway between Kalgoorlie and Boulder. We got paid twice a month. 
Irrespective of what day it was, it had to be on the 18th and the 3rd. Why I 
don't know; I never know to this day, but whatever day the 18th or the 3rd fell 
on, that was pay day. By the time we paid for our room, the use of the kitchen 
and living conditions, we used to have about 3 shillings and 6 pence over. It 
was certainly devastating if you lost a shift. It doesn't matter how sick you 
were, you went to work. 

But after that, walking to work I saw a house getting built and I chased up the 
owner. It was a two-roomed house with a back and front verandah and a 
bathroom on a fenced block, which suited me because John was running 
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around. Anyhow the owner let me rent the house and I rented that for about 
twelve months. I was able to rent the house and we lived in it for about twelve 
months. During that time I bought a block of land in Williamstown and decided 
to build a little house there. I bought some timber and some mates helped me 
put it up. It was a timber-framed jarrah house, but the roof was bag and the 
sides were bag, and each pay I'd get a little bit of timber or something, or some 
corrugated iron. My ambition was to get the roof right first in case of rain - 
which I did - and over the months that followed I finished up putting 
weatherboard around the house to make it more livable. We still had a dirt 
floor, and then when I was able to I bought the cement and put in the concrete 
floor. That at least saved us rent and we sort of had the pride of owning our 
own little shack. 

To do outside work I used to grow my own vegetables (I've always liked doing 
that as a hobby), and also had chooks and later on I had turkeys. It was quite 
an accident how I got the turkeys though. The woman over the road, who 
knew my wife, had a bad attack of flu and she had these half a dozen young 
turkeys in a little box in the oven keeping them warm and the constant chirping 
of the turkeys and her being sick with the flu, she got enough of it and asked 
my wife would I like them, which I took them because I'd never had turkey in 
my life and didn't know a thing about them. But I reared a lot of turkeys, just for 
the hobby. 

CF How long did it take you to finally get your house built? 

STUBBS Oh, about eight or nine months to finally get everything, because 
I had to take the bag off the roof and put iron on, corrugated iron. Then I had 
to install a stove. Before that my wife cooked with a camp oven and I installed 
a stove and put a nice wide hob in it. Then at each end I did weatherboarding. 
I then, as I went along, did the weatherboarding on the other side of the house 
till I finally got it livable. I had a bag hanging for a door; well like that bag was 
replaced by a proper door. We had candles and carbide light for a start, and I 
was finally able to get electric light on. Everything was very slow because you 
didn't have much left after your wages in those days, but we managed and 
while we weren't living in a palace we felt better for our independence. 

CF Did you belong to the Mine Workers' Relief Fund? 

STUBBS Yes, it was compulsory. I think it was I shilling and 6 pence a 
pay initially but I think it went up to 2 shillings later; that I'm not quite certain, 
but I know it was 1 and 6 pence a pay. 

CF What did you as a worker understand as the benefits of that 
fund? 

STUBBS Well the benefits were that men were covered with workers' 
compensation and the third schedule dealt with silicosis and tuberculosis. 
Someone with tuberculosis or silicosis and tuberculosis weren't allowed to work 
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in the mine, and the idea of Mine Workers' Relief as I understood it was that 
when you got compensation for your silicosis, when you cut that amount out, 
you then went on to Mine Workers' Relief and you were on during your 
sickness or unemployment. 

CF Were there many blokes that you worked with that you know that 
went on the Mine Workers' Relief Fund? 

STUBBS Oh well, some did, but I'm not familiar with how many. I don't 
think there was a lot. I think men left the industry before they got to the stage 
where they had to go on that. Also remember a lot went to the war in 1939 and 
that thinned the ranks down considerably. 

CF Did that ease up the pressure on jobs? 

STUBBS Well goidmining was the saviour of West Australia actually, but 
they recovered much greater and quicker than other States, probably due to 
the mining because when the price of gold went up all old mines reopened, 
and unwatered and rejuvenated. It all took time but by 1939 when the war 
broke out the mining industry was in a pretty healthy condition. They had 
about fourteen or fifteen thousand men work in the mines, and also I think they 
topped the million mark in ounces as well. But the mining was a bit slow to 
start because of the bad condition of the mine. Before the mines started to 
rejuvenate the industry was practically kept going in Kalgoorlie by tributers, and 
they kept the mines alive but no development work was done. Of course when 
the mines went on to doing the mining themselves, they just didn't have the 
places to get the ore from; they had to do new development work, and of 
course development work's very slow work, it takes a long time to open up an 
area to mine, but eventually they got there. 

But the salvation of Kalgoorlie, I think, was the Yanks. They were called the 
Yanks. It was the Lake View and Star and the manager was a chap named 
Joe Thorn and he had some of his associates. They were Americans and they 
amalgamated Chaffers[?], Lake View and Star, Ivanhoe and several other 
mines, and made it into one big group. They installed the latest machinery and 
underground trains, underground baggers, underground fans, up-to-date 
machine drills, and that sort of thing, and they reduced the cost of mining 
dramatically. Going by memory I think they reduced the cost of getting an 
ounce of gold from it might've been a ton of ore from 16 shillings and 6 pence 
to 6 shillings and 6 pence. They were the showpiece of the Golden Mile. 

Of course other mines then starting started to do the same, and they 
modernised, put machinery in, and latest equipment and all that. And that 
made a difference; they all reduced costs. With reduced costs and an increase 
in the price of gold it enabled them to employ a lot of men and it really was the 
salvation for the unemployed in Western Australia. Of course, we helped to 
relieve the unemployed in other States too because there was a terrific amount 
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of South Australians came over. There was a lot in Kalgoorlie and when I went 
to Norseman, every second person you met was a South Australian. 

CF What were the conditions like in the CP Mine when you first went 
there? 

STUBBS Oh, they were pretty primitive. I never saw a fan, there was no 
water laid on underground, you had to take your own drinking water, and the 
conditions were very dusty. The machines weren't.... they weren't obsolete but 
they were ageing pretty rapidly. It was all hand-trucking, and the hand-trucking 
drives weren't properly graded; hard work and in some places you had to have 
two men to push a truck, which was terrifically uneconomical. 

CF Were you paid with a regular wage and a bonus for what you 
produced? 

STUBBS No, not for a start; I was working on wages. The wages were 14 
shillings and 10 pence a shift. It wasn't until some time later that I was lucky 
enough to get in a bogging and trucking contract with five other men that made 
a party of six, and our job was to bog it out of the stopes down the chute and 
truck it out to the ore bin. It made a difference to me because it increased my 
wages from 14 shillings and 10 pence a shift to 22 shillings 6 pence a shift, 
which was a pretty good hike and very well accepted. 

CF And you've said that you belonged to a union in Collie. Did you 
have to change unions in Kalgoorlie? 

STUBBS No, there was no change; you simply ceased to be a member in 
Collie when you weren't working there and you were expected to be a member 
of some union then when you came to Kalgoorlie. There was two unions then: 
one was the Australian Workers Union, and the other was the Coolgardie 
Miners Union. I joined the Australian Workers Union, but there was terrific bad 
feeling between both unions. I've seen even fights over it - men arguing 
underground, and after work they'd meet and have a fight, they were that 
hot-headed about it. 

CF What were they arguing about, Claude? 

STUBBS Well they were both arguing about the merits of the union, but 
one was trying to outdo the other to get all the men involved in one union or the 
other. But eventually the AWU won out because I think the Coolgardie Miners 
Union was deregistered in 1947. But what I noticed was after the 
deregistration, when the AWU confined itself more to doing something for the 
men than fighting amongst themselves with the other union, we used to start to 
get a few things then. 
CF So in this period when there were two unions competing, did they 
make any improvements in worker conditions? 
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STUBBS Oh, working conditions did improve. Saturday was a half-day's 
work. Then Saturday was eliminated. Different holidays were gotten. I can 
remember in Kalgoorlie you used to have to work on New Year's Day, but that 
later became a holiday. We didn't have holidays at all in Kalgoorlie, for a start, 
then holidays came. Then of course the Saturday morning work was 
eliminated to five days a week, and the hours eliminated from eight hours a 
day to thirty-seven-and-a-half hours per week; so things did improve a bit. But 
the main thing, of course, was the improvement of conditions. Conditions 
underground used to be very hot and dusty, and after I left the CP I came to 
Norseman then and worked under Norseman conditions. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE B 
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CF Claude what were differences in the conditions between 
Norseman and Kalgoorlie? 

STUBBS Well, there were two different types of mining: Kalgoorlie worked 
an ore body of greenstone in a greenstone area and it was all lode material; in 
Norseman it was quartz, all quartz in ore bodies. The actual working 
conditions were much better: the ventilation was much better, the machines 
were much better, and they did have a couple of fans in places to boost the air. 
The drives also were better ventilated than I saw them in Kalgoorlie. But I 
must say in Kalgoorlie the CP Mine was worked on tribute by the South 
Kalgoorlie Mine; they didn't own it they just worked on tribute, and I suppose 
the less they spent on the mine the better it'd be for them. But in Norseman I 
found the conditions much better, although they had to be too, because silica 
dust is much more dangerous than working in Kalgoorlie. 

CF So what mine did you work at in Norseman? 

STUBBS I started work on the Butterfly Mine. It was owned by the 
Norseman Goldmine, a South Australian company. 

CF And what percentage silica was it there? What was the 
percentage of silica as compared to the OP Mine? 

STUBBS Oh well, quartz was all silica. I would say quartz is about ninety 
per cent silica and it breaks up into very fine dust. 

CF When you left Kalgoorlie was your chest X-ray okay? 

STUBBS Oh yes, yes. My chest X-ray was all right for many years after; it 
only started to deteriorate while I worked in Norseman. 

CF Now Claude, when you were in Kalgoorlie you began to study at 
the School of Mines. Can you talk about why you did that and what you were 
studying for? 

STUBBS Well, I was in the mining industry working and I just thought that 
perhaps the only way to improve myself and get anywhere was to have an 
education, because I didn't have much of an education. I left school the 
moment I was legally able to and wasn't a bit interested in school, but I 
suppose when you start to get a family you get a different perspective. So I 
enrolled at the School of Mines, only in elementary subjects so I could get a 
grip of everything, and one at Kalgoorlie was geology and my tutor was 
Spencer Compton. I studied there till I went to Norseman. They started a 
branch of the School of Mines there, and I continued and took six or seven 
subjects over the couple of year period - mainly, as I say, elementary stuff to 
improve myself. I also did a lot of private study that didn't mean sitting for 
exams, just for my own knowledge. 
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CF What subjects did you actually take? Can you name them for 
me? 

STUBBS Geology in Kalgoorlie, and in Norseman one was chemistry, one 
was elementary maths, one was geometry. Strange to say, in geometry I got a 
hundred per cent right in the class. I passed a hundred per cent and I got the 
chemistry course free of charge - that was the prize - but if you asked me 
anything about geometry now I wouldn't have a clue. 

CF Were many other miners studying at the School of Mines? 

STUBBS Oh yes, yes, they had a morning session that catered for men on 
afternoon shift and night shift, and they had an evening session for those on 
day shift. It was very popular; there was quite a lot of young men studying 
there in those days. 

CF Was that where you got your underground supervisor's certificate, 
or was that something completely different? 

STUBBS No, no. In 1937 they brought it in to make it compulsory for 
people in charge of men working underground to have a certificate of 
competency. It was necessary to have five years' experience working in and 
around the mine, and you'd also have to pass the exam set by the School of 
Mines. They did all the Kalgoorlie men first before they shifted to the country. 
I applied and the School of Mines personnel came down and I proved to them 
the years I worked in Kalgoorlie would suffice and I also took the exam. I 
never thought any more about it really because [I was] engrossed in my work 
and that sort of thing, but I went to work one afternoon shift and one of the 
chaps said to me, "I see where you passed the exam." He had a wireless and 
had heard on the Kalgoorlie news the ones that passed the exam. That's how 
I knew. I eventually got notified about four or five days later. When the official 
notifications came through I was working night shift. I'd worked the Sunday 
night and it was the summer time and I was sitting in front of my house in the 
shade, because the sun set in the west and I was on the east side of the house 
and I was in the shade, and the underground manager pulled up in his car and 
he approached me and he said, "You're on day shift tomorrow," he said, 
"you're a shift boss." That's the first I knew I was going to get a job, so that's 
what happened. I was there as a shift boss, and from then on I graduated to 
underground foreman and was briefly underground manager. 

CF What's the attitude to the shift boss? 

STUBBS A shift boss is the man that's actually in contact with the men all 
the time. The Act says that he has to see them twice a shift, so he visits the 
working places from place to place to see the men, he discusses their 
problems with the job and also makes out they carry out company policy - 
mean that the company might want to mine in a certain area, well he has to do 
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that. It's to actually look after the men for safety reasons and also to carry out 
company policy and build up a sort of liaison between the men and the 
company. 

CF What did the other workers feel about shift bosses though? Did 
they feel they were more aligned with the company? 

STUBBS Well I think they welcomed the qualified shift bosses because 
before that the shift bosses didn't have a great reputation. They were 
selected.... if you knew a friend of a friend or something like that, that's where 
you got the job, or if you were a champion footballer or anything like that - good 
athletes - you got a job as a shift boss. I remember when I was in Kalgoorlie, 
one chap came up from Perth to play football and within six months he was 
shift boss on the mine. The only experience he had was shovelling a bit of 
sand in the mine, but he got a [job as a] shift boss in charge of a lot of men. I 
don't think it was good enough because safety is such an important thing 
underground, you must know what you're doing. 

No, I think the men welcomed qualified shift bosses. They knew they were 
getting the job on their merit and they also knew that they were friends; they 
were not friends of the hierarchy as some of them used to be. Some shift 
bosses had a very dubious reputation too before the time came in for them to 
be qualified. Some were noted as taking sling backs and bribes to give chaps 
jobs or put them in better places where they could earn more money, and there 
was quite a lot of discontent around the mining area about that sort of thing. 
No, I think the advent of qualified shift bosses helped them iron a lot of things 
out. 

CF Did you convene the Underground Supervisors' Association? Did 
you begin that? 

STUBBS Yes, I was the original convenor of the Shift Bosses' Union. We 
were going to form it at Norseman but under the Arbitration Act we were a 
couple of men short, so we couldn't make it a Norseman turnout, we had to 
make it a State one. We had a meeting in Kalgoorlie and eventually decided to 
form a Shift Bosses' Union. Because most of the shift bosses were in 
Kalgoorlie they then elected a Kalgoorlie chapter of shift bosses and they 
carried on from there, but I was the original convenor and sorted things out for 
a long time before they brought in the Kalgoorlie crowd. I was made a life 
member of the Shift Bosses' Association. 

CF Why was it necessary to have a Shift Bosses' Union? 

STUBBS Well, for some reason or other the companies didn't seem to 
cotton on to the idea of shift bosses. They didn't like being forced, in my 
opinion, to have qualified men, and the pay was very poor; we were 
supervising men that was earning three times as much as we were getting. 
The unfortunate thing was if there was anything wrong in the shaft or anything 
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wrong in the mine, they used to bring men in Saturdays and Sundays to work 
and you'd have to come in and supervise it. They'd get penalty rates and all 
that, and the shift boss wouldn't get another penny; he was expected to do that 
because he was on the staff. 

Being on the staff at Norseman we got free wood, free water and free light but, 
I mean, that wasn't a lot when you put it together. So there was quite a lot of 
discontent about the wages and that's why we decided to try and get a Shift 
Bosses' Union to get better conditions. 

CF You said you got free wood, free water and free light - at home? 

STUBBS Yes. 

CF So the mine actually paid for your water connection, or paid for 
the usage of the water as well? 

STUBBS No, paid for the use of the water, and also you got a load of wood 
every six weeks - a couple of tons of wood every six weeks - and your electric 
light bill was paid. 

CF But that obviously wasn't of more benefit than getting extra 
money for the shift. 

STUBBS Well it was handy but it didn't work as good as if we got rates that 
were commensurate with what other men were getting. 

CF Claude what made you decide to go to Norseman? 

STUBBS Well, in Kalgoorlie the mine I was working on, the CP, was getting 
less attractive: conditions weren't good, the places to work in weren't good, you 
couldn't make much money, so I decided to try and go out to these developing 
places where I was told they were making much more money. So that's why I 
went to Norseman. 

CF What did your family think of that? 

STUBBS Oh well, my wife and I talked about it, so she went to Collie to 
stay with her parents while I went to Norseman to try and get settled there. 

CF Did you have a job before you left the CP Mine? 

STUBBS Yes, I teed up the job before I left. It was to be a machine miner 
on the mine, which I started as. 

CF So how difficult was it to go from being a shift boss back to being 
a machine miner? 
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STUBBS I wasn't a shift boss when I went to Norseman; I became a shift 
boss when I was working in the mine. I was working in the mine as a machine 
miner and had knocked off at night shift - that's when they came along and 
offered me the job, after I'd qualified. 

CF So you became a shift boss in Norseman, not in Kalgoorlie? 

STUBBS No. My number, I can remember it now, number thirty-two, in 
1937. That would be one of the early country ones because they did all the 
Kalgoorlie people before they came down. 

CF So how long did you remain a machine miner, and how many 
years were you working as a machine miner before becoming a shift boss? 

STUBBS Well I had about three years as a machine miner in Kalgoorlie 
and probably about a year in Norseman. Later on I had a stint again as a 
machine miner when I left this mine, but on this mine I became underground 
foreman later on. 

CF Is that different from a shift boss? 

STUBBS Oh yes, it's above a shift boss. The underground foreman is in 
charge of all the shift bosses. He works on day shift and he specialises in 
where he goes to look at things; he doesn't have to have a proper route to go 
every day. The Act says the men have to be visited twice a shift and that's the 
shift boss' job, but it doesn't control the underground manager or the 
underground foreman because they look at specific things, such as looking at a 
place to start a new drive or winze or whatever. 

CF How long does it take for someone to get a feel for that sort of 
thing, for starting a new drive or a winze? 
STUBBS Oh well, you actually work in with a geologist. Each mine has a 
geologist, and the Norseman goldmine had a visiting geologist (they didn't 
have a permanent one at the time) but at Central Norseman where I worked 
they had several. They were well into geology and well into diamond drilling, 
but the Norseman goldmine didn't drill much so they didn't go much off the 
beaten track. 

CF So when you first went to Norseman you were at the Butterfly 
Mine. 

STUBBS Yes. 

CF And then what mines after that? 

STUBBS Well I was at the Butterfly Mine from 1937 to late 1943. Then I 
went to the Central Norseman Gold Corporation and worked on their Phoenix 
Mine in 1944. 
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CF And in 1945 you joined the Labor Party. 

STUBBS Well I was always interested in Labor Party, but we formed the 
ALP and I was the secretary of it. 

CF Can you talk about that? 

STUBBS Well, we simply had a meeting of people interested in politics and 
there was quite a lot turned up and we decided to form a branch of the Labor 
Party. It was conducted then from Kalgoorlie, from the Kalgoorlie District 
Council of the ALP. We had pretty well a ninety per cent membership; we had 
a big membership in Norseman. We used to have our regular meetings once a 
month. Not only did we deal with matters of the mine, we dealt with matters in 
the town itself. I can think of one thing: we were a bit of a guard against prices 
going up. Some of these shops had a habit of putting prices up overnight, 
much more than they were in Kalgoorlie. We watched that. The hotels used to 
put beer prices up, or if they didn't put beer prices up they used to have a new 
container with much less, which was equivalent of putting beer prices up. 
Anything like that; any complaint we'd get we'd attend to that affected the men 
living in the town. 

CF What made you get interested in politics? 

STUBBS I don't know, I suppose it just grew on me; there was nothing 
special. I read a lot and always seemed to be interested in it, but nothing I can 
think of that made me actually go into it. I didn't want to right the wrongs of the 
world or anything like that, I just was happy to go along. 

CF Were there any Labor ministers that particularly inspired you, or 
Labor Party people? 
STUBBS Well, I was always interested in Phil Collier, who was Premier of 
West Australia. He did a lot of good things, and I was interested in him. I was 
interested in Jack Scaddan, he was another Kalgoorlie member of Parliament 
that became Premier of West Australia. The unfortunate thing, of course, was 
Scaddan left the Labor Party in 1917 when problem was with the referendum 
about the war [conscription] - a lot of Labor people left. Before that, Jack 
Scaddan was Premier of West Australia from 1911 to 1917, and did a lot of 
good things, not only for West Australian Goldfields but for Collie as well. But 
he was instrumental in bringing in the Miners' Phthisis Act for West Australia. 
He was later instrumental in bringing in the Mine Workers' Relief Act of 1932. 
Another local member that was very good was Emil Nulsen. He represented 
the Norseman/Salmon Gum district. I had an occasion to come in contact with 
him and I suppose he had some influence over me. 

CF You said you had about a ninety per cent membership in 
Norseman. 
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STUBBS Yes. 

CF Was there another political party formed at the time? 

STUBBS It wasn't alive and well then; the Liberal Party didn't blossom till 
after the war, till about 1947/'48. 

CF So in effect you had no real opposition? 

STUBBS No, no. I actually didn't chase the situation to go into politics; I 
was just interested to go along and be part of the good we were doing for the 
town. And we did do a lot of good, because not only looking after interests but 
we formed a ladies' party as well, and between the ladies' membership and the 
men's membership we bought wheelchairs for the disabled - we didn't rent 
them, we just gave them to use them till they didn't want them further and 
someone else had the use of them. We used to go up to the hospital and do 
things for the patients up there. The ladies' branch raised money for putting in 
wireless connections so everyone would have a connection for the wireless 
that was reticulated around the hospitals - they could plug in there and have 
their own wireless connection if they want to - we put reading lights over each 
bed; we did all those sort of things for the good of the town and the patients. 

CF And it benefited the party as well. 

STUBBS Well the party, I suppose, got the accolades but we just did it 
because we thought it was necessary. 

CF Claude the activities of your ALP branch seemed to be more like 
a Rotary Club in that you were very philanthropic and concerned for the 
community - was that unusual for a branch at that time? 

STUBBS I think it was. I think we broke a lot of new ground doing that sort 
of thing, because you want to remember this, Norseman is on the edge of the 
Nullarbor, it was a hundred and thirty mile by road in those days from 
Kalgoorlie, so we were more or less on our own. We lived in the community, 
we knew everyone, everyone knew us, so I suppose you could say we were 
different, but I think it was for the good. 

CF For example, when you went for State meetings, what were the 
other branches like? 

STUBBS I was on the State Executive for a while, but that was after I 
became a member of Parliament because I couldn't travel down from 
Norseman to Perth very often. I don't think other branches were like us. I think 
that's one of the bad things about it - I think branches should become 
embraced in their own town or branch or whoever they are, because just 
having meetings every month or something like that, and looking for problems, 
I don't think that's really a good role to play. I think you should integrate with 
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the community and try and do things for the community. You live in the town 
and therefore you should contribute to the town, which we did. 

CF You said that you kept an eye on prices within the shops and 
things like that. How come the shopping people took notice of you? You had 
really no power to do that. 

STUBBS Well I suppose we had power in numbers. We didn't actually 
attack the people, it was only drawn to our attention when someone got ripped 
off or something like that. We didn't just go in looking for trouble, we only acted 
when we were told about these things, and we didn't act on frivolous things, it 
had to be something pretty solid because we had no intention of interfering 
with the business community. As a matter of fact I think we were held in pretty 
high regard with the business community. But there always is someone who 
wants to rip someone off and that's when we came in to the picture. 

CF Was the AWU a big part of the Labor Party then in Norseman? 

STUBBS The AWU? No, we had members of the AWU in our branch, but 
they didn't take any part in it, they just kept to their own union matters. 

CF But you said you also kept an eye on conditions in the mines. 

STUBBS Yeah, well in that we formed a safety committee, and we 
approached the two mines to appoint people to operate, and each mine did 
appoint people to be on the safety committee because there's lots of little 
things that needed attention for the safety of the men. I was chairman of it. 
Some of the unkind people said they got paid. They met on a Saturday 
morning once a month and we got paid a £1 for it, but I refused to take the 
money. I didn't take anything for my services for the simple reason that some 
of the unkind people seemed to think I did it just to get something extra, but I 
did it because, like many others, I was concerned in safety matters. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE A 
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CF Claude, what were some of the health and safety issues in the 
Norseman mine that you became involved in? 

STUBBS Well, one of the main safety issues is fresh air. We didn't want 
men working in places where there wasn't a free flow of air because the mine 
was high in silica and therefore there's always a danger of early silicosis if men 
weren't looked after. It wasn't [only] my own concern, it was the concern of the 
committee. Also some places, like travelling-ways, weren't safe; well that was 
brought to the attention of the mine and they fixed the business up - all stuff 
like that. Some places needed timber that the shift bosses probably hadn't 
seen or something like that - it was general safety. We only worked on 
complaints (we didn't go looking for trouble) but if some men brought it to the 
attention of the shift boss and it wasn't attended to, then they used to come to 
us and we'd approach the management. I don't think they resented us or 
anything like that, but usually the problems were sorted out without any 
nastiness or anything like that. 

CF What did the miners understand about silicosis? 

STUBBS Well, I think their understanding was pretty wild and woolly at 
times. Some of it was very exaggerated. Bronchitis was rife because of the 
conditions underground, but some men would have bronchitis and think they 
had silicosis, and because they weren't recognised as silicotics they became 
pretty irate. But bronchitis was rife for the simple reason that the man on the 
machine would be standing up all day boring, and in those days the machines 
were on bars and you had to stand there feed the drill into the ore body or 
quartz reef. But the air used to condense underground, have a lot of water, 
and it used to come out of the machine like fog. The machine had an air bottle 
on it full of oil (to oil the parts of the machine), so oil mixed with fog and the 
men were breathing this from the time they started the machine till they knock 
off work, and it used to give them bronchitis. Some of them had it pretty bad, 
but they didn't have silicosis - some of them couldn't tell the difference. 
Sometimes a normal doctor couldn't tell the difference; it took people skilled in 
chest complaints with the aid of X-ray to really find out. 

CF The miners' X-ray van - how regularly did that check miners? 

STUBBS It came up every year. There was a chap named Doug 
Darrock[?] (he only died about three years ago; he retired down here), he used 
to drive it. He was also the X-ray man and he was always accompanied by a 
doctor and an assistant, and they went from town to town where there was 
mining activities. They used to come to Norseman and they'd stay about a 
fortnight and do all the miners from both mines, and then depart for another 
town. Until Dr McNulty came along it was different doctors every year, and I 
don't think they took a great interest in it. Dr McNulty didn't travel that much 
with the unit but he was stationed in Kalgoorlie in charge of the chest business 
and I think he did a very good job and was well thought of in it. 
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CF What did the mine management think about the X-rays? 

STUBBS Well they were philosophic about it. They knew it had to be done, 
and they also knew they had to release men for it - that was provided for under 
Act. They'd try and work it so a man could attend when he was off-shift, but if 
he had to miss a shift to come the mine had to pay him his wages. They knew 
all that and they were quite philosophic about it because they knew that was 
their duty. 

CF And were the miners regular about having their X-rays or did they 
try and avoid it? 

STUBBS No, no, I think every man that I spoke to was glad to get it done 
for his own good because you could keep a tab on yourself. If you did get 
silicosis you got a notification from the Mines Department telling you had early 
silicosis - or a primary, early, or advanced - and you were advised to leave the 
industry but you couldn't be forced. So men were able to check their health by 
the yearly tickets and the yearly notification they got from the Mines 
Department. 

CF When did you get your dust ticket? 

STUBBS Oh, I would say about [pause].... Well this is only guessing, I 
would say about the 1950s. That's the main reason I became a health 
inspector. I was studying health inspection, just for a hobby more than 
anything because I seemed to like it, and I studied over about three years by 
correspondence. Then I came to Perth and sat for the exam, which was set by 
the crowd in London, and I passed it. But, how I became a health inspector 
was I had passed the exam and had come home and was due to take my 
annual leave from the mines (this was in 1957), and the chairman of the shire 
council came down and told me that the health inspector resigned and was 
leaving the district and would I take the job. I'd never ever contemplated 
getting a job as a health inspector. Anyhow we were just walking out the door 
to go to the taxi when he arrived, so we talked it over briefly and I told him that 
when I came back from holidays I'd let him know and I'd chew it over while I 
was on holidays. 

So the taxi whisked us off to the station and we caught the train to Fremantle to 
have our holidays at South Beach. During our holidays my wife did quite a lot 
of nagging, mainly to get me out of the mine because I had then had two or 
three silicosis tickets. She wanted me to leave the mining industry before it 
came too severe. So out of peace, I suppose, I decided to take the job as a 
health inspector. 

CF What were some of your symptoms? What did you begin to 
notice? 
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STUBBS Well the main thing is short-windedness, nothing much else, not 
then. Later on, of course, you get that awful tiredness and things like that, but 
short-winded..., you'd be climbing about the mine and you'd find that you were 
breathing pretty heavily; you hadn't got the wind you used to have as a 
younger man. I would say it'd be about the early fifties or the late forties that I 
was first notified I had silicosis. 

CF Why was it that men didn't leave the minute they were diagnosed 
with it? 

STUBBS Well the main thing, I think, was they liked mining; they were 
making more than the average wages you'd get anywhere else; they led a fairly 
good life. In a lot of these mining towns they had every facility, good schools 
and all that sort of thing and people didn't want to take up their roots and go 
somewhere else. Also, if they did they'd probably get much inferior wages, so I 
suppose the money factor would be ninety per cent of the cause of them 
staying in the industry. 

CF Were there ever any more thorough explanations about silicosis 
from the Health Department? 

STUBBS No, you actually weren't told anything; you simply learned it from 
listening to other people or anything like that - the talk around the mine or what 
you read in the paper. The Mines Department didn't do any publicity or tell 
people, it was all anecdotal stuff. 

CF And yet you understood that the mines at Norseman were worse 
than the mines in Kalgoorlie? 

STUBBS Oh yes. Well that was well known because one of the great 
mines of Western Australia that had quartz in - a silica mine - was the Great 
Fingal, and that was called the "widow maker". Men were dying like flies from 
there with silicosis and tuberculosis; it was noted for it. Also I did a lot of 
reading; it didn't matter whatever job I had, I always liked to know all about it so 
I did a lot of reading. And in some of these courses I did, we did ventilation 
and all that type of thing. 

CF Claude you said you've also got a mine manager's certificate. 
Did you work as a mine manager in Norseman? 

STUBBS Well, I worked in charge of a mine; I wasn't designated a mine 
manager but I was in charge of it. It wasn't producing a lot of ore. Its main 
purpose was to drive two shafts to a place where they'd extensively diamond 
drilled and later sank a shaft. Our job was to drive these two drives on the 
seven and nine level to meet up with that proposed shaft. It was about a 
mile-and-a-quarter in length and I was in charge of that, plus other things 
pertaining to the mine like pumping and a little bit of ore production and things 
like that, but my main concern was these two drives. Before the surveyors 
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came on the scene after the war we just followed "shears", we called them, 
little bits of quartz shears, thinking that'd lead us on. It wasn't too far out, but 
when the surveyor came..., we had a surveyor called Jim Sullivan who was 
absolutely terrific. We used to call him Deadeye Dick - he really was spot on in 
all his surveying. He surveyed the two drives and came down every fortnight to 
keep it up-to-date. He also surveyed the shaft-sinking, and our object was to 
meet up with the shaft when it was sunk low enough. 

Now we did all that on artificial ventilation. We had fans pumping air into the 
mines. We had to have venturi pipes - they were big pipes, some were 
eighteen inches, some were twenty-two inches - and we had fans in between 
boosting them to make sure enough volume of air came up to the face to take 
away the fumes and bad air and also provide good working conditions. We 
had a couple of men on that all the time; they had to put these venturis up as 
we went along and install the fans and also wrapped the joints up to make 
them air-proof so no air would leak out. We did that by having calico and 
bitumen or tar, sort of a tar extract paint, and we'd paint them and that would 
make them air-proof and wouldn't leak. But anyhow we drove that. We had 
men on each shift - two shifts, like day and afternoon shift - and we drove that 
without mishap, without anyone getting fumes or anything. It was a perfect job, 
in my opinion, because it was a long way on artificial ventilation to drive; it 
wasn't known around the area in my day - it was certainly a long way in those 
days. 

CF So a mine manager actually had a hands-on involvement and 
went underground? 

STUBBS Some mine managers only went underground once a week or 
once a fortnight. Their main hands-on business was running the mine 
generally: ore production; supervising all the different departments, like the 
geological department, the engineering and surveying; they run all that on the 
surface. The main one that run the underground was the underground 
manager, and he worked in liaison with the underground foreman. 

CF So you've always worked underground rather than above-ground 
in a managerial capacity at the mine? 

STUBBS Yes, I never worked above-ground. 

CF Did you actually enjoy mining? 

STUBBS I did very much, I did. 

CF What did you like about it? 

STUBBS I don't know, I often wonder myself, but I did enjoy it and I wanted 
to go further and that's why I studied and read everything I could. 
CF But what bits of it made you feel like that? 
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STUBBS I don't know, just hands-on involvement I suppose, that sort of 
thing, I don't know. 

CF Was the environment not quite limiting and severe underground? 

STUBBS The environment? 

CF Yes, the underground environment, is it not limiting? Is it not 
difficult? 

STUBBS Oh it's difficult, I think it is difficult. Everyone has to be on their 
toes underground because I think most of the miners work as a team; one 
depends on the other. If someone does anything wrong well they all suffer. 
For instance, especially times for firing, if someone fired early everyone else 
would get his smoke and it'd make it difficult for them and unhealthy. Everyone 
has to do the right thing, obey the Mines Regulation Act and work as a team. 

CF Did you ever find it difficult working underground, though? Did 
you ever find the conditions too difficult? 

STUBBS No, I seemed to adapt all the time. I didn't like it when air was 
bad or anything like that, but I did my best to rectify that. No, I coped very well 
I think, like most miners do. If you didn't like mining and you didn't like the 
conditions, I think you'd leave. 

CF Although you said for some people during the Depression era 
that was really the only place they could get a job. 

STUBBS That's right, yes, and some stayed long enough to get a cheque 
and get out; others stayed on and made a life work of it. 

CF When you left mining to become a health inspector, what did you 
miss about the mine? 

STUBBS Well I suppose the mining generally: the men you were 
supervising, you were supervising them that long you become friendly with 
them, sifting down talking to them you'd know their problems with their families, 
with their kids, and their ambitions, I suppose you know all that; you're sort of a 
team, and where you miss all that, you're out on your own. As a health 
inspector you've got duties to do that people don't like, and you don't become 
over-popular - sometimes in many cases you're resented, so I suppose that's 
the difference. 

CF As miners, you all knew that the possibility of getting silicosis was 
there - was there just an acceptance of the fact you probably would get it? 
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STUBBS No, everyone decided when they got notification they'd get out, 
but of course when they'd get notification they got their problems, they got their 
kids to educate, they got different problems, and they decide to stay another 
year or two, and that year would turn into another few years, and that sort of 
thing happens. They got their house in the town, they'd have to sell it and get 
out, and it was all those factors that made people stay on. 

CF What was the compensation like for silicosis? 

STUBBS Well, the compensation Act in my day was only £750. If a man 
died or got killed or anything, the maximum amount was £750. The 
compensation wasn't great shakes in those days. You got paid on your 
percentage. I mean, you didn't get paid a hundred per cent with silicosis. If 
the doctor said you had ten per cent, you got paid ten per cent; or fifteen per 
cent, you got paid - that was it, you didn't get the lot. 

CF Do you think that's reasonable? 

STUBBS I don't think it was unreasonable at the time, but now I think they 
should get the lot because they live much longer now and they suffer much 
longer and they can't take jobs that they would've done when they were 
younger. But the Workers' Compensation Act was no great shakes at all. 
When I got into Parliament one of the main things I fought all the time I was in 
Parliament in Opposition was to improve the Workers' Compensation Act. You 
were only allowed a certain amount of money to pay for hospital and after that 
you had to pay yourself. 

One case I fought, a chap up the nor'west in a mine had a bad accident and 
had to be flown to the Royal Perth Hospital, and the amount of two hundred he 
was allowed, it took the two hundred to get him down in the plane. So for a 
start he had to be on his own, and I thought that was grossly unfair that people 
on the mine doing an occupation should have to pay anything. So we fought 
that till we got them higher compensation, and also the State Government 
Insurance took the whole responsibility. But it took a long time to achieve that. 

CF We'll get on to that when we talk about your parliamentary work. 
At the time you were on the mines they introduced the aluminium therapy. Can 
you describe for me what that was? 

STUBBS Aluminium therapy? 

CF Yes. 

STUBBS Well it was introduced to the mines as a cure-all for silicosis. The 
aluminium dust was supposed to attack the lungs and put a lining on the lungs 
over the silicant damage that was done. It was supposed to put a coating and 
stop any poisons or anything like that going into the system and affecting the 
lungs. It had been tried in Canada for many years before it was introduced. 
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They tried it on animals - mostly cattle and horses, and then later on smaller 
animals - and then at last they tried it on people and it was supposed to be the 
panacea. Anyhow it was legislated for, I think it was late 1945 but it didn't 
appear in the mines till '46/'47. 

It was patented by McIntyre Research of Canada and they had the say in the 
installation and how it was installed, so a lot of the change rooms had to be 
updated. They were really fresh air leaks before that, leaks everywhere, so 
they had to be lined so they would conform with the requirements of McIntyre 
Research, and the equipment used was produced under the supervision of 
McIntyre Research, so gradually mines installed them. 

The apparatus used was a sort of an apparatus that would puncture a 
container that contained a certain amount of aluminium dust - it was a dirty 
black dust - and it had to be distributed at the rate of one gram for a thousand 
cubic feet of air. So whatever the size of the change room was, so that amount 
of dust had to be distributed. It was distributed under air pressure about thirty 
pounds to the square inch so that it distributed over the entire cubic feet of the 
change room so that it would be coming down on the men while they were 
changing into their dirty clothes or work clothes. 

The men used to come to work in street clothes and they'd change out of their 
street clothes and then walk into part of the change room that was sealed off 
where the dirty clothes were. That was kept to a certain heat so that wet 
clothes dried overnight while they were away from the work. Anyhow when 
they came to work next morning, while they were getting changed into their 
work clothes they were subject to this dust. They would breathe this aluminium 
dust for about ten minutes. 

CF Did the men like it? 

STUBBS No, it was unpopular. They didn't like the dirt and they didn't 
have a lot of faith in it, but a lot persevered. Well, most persevered with it 
because they couldn't avoid it, but I wouldn't say it was popular. 

CF Was it explained to the men as a cure? 

STUBBS It wasn't really, no. It was only what you found out from 
someone. The bosses of the mine didn't know much more about it, I don't 
think, than anyone else. It was only partly explained. I don't ever remember 
getting drilled on it or anything. All I know is that we had to do it because that 
was the policy of the mine, it was the policy of the Government, and it was 
supposed to be a cure-all for silicosis - or prevent anyone getting silicosis that 
didn't already have it. 

CF How long did it go on for, do you remember? 
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STUBBS Well it went on till I left the mine, but it stopped soon after, I 
believe. The rumour went around - how true it was I don't know because I 
wasn't following things up in that aspect once I was a health inspector; I had 
other things to worry me - but I heard that someone said that the aluminium 
dust caused cancer of the lung. So anyhow it was gradually phased out, but I 
wouldn't ever say it was popular. 

CF Did you have it? 

STUBBS Strange to relate, they didn't worry about the shift bosses. The 
only time we got it was when we walked into the change room and breathed it 
a bit ourselves. It wasn't in our change room. They must've thought that we 
didn't count. 

CF Even though you were also underground and exposed to the 
dust? 

STUBBS Yes, we had our little change room by ourselves with our own 
shower and everything, but it only came in the main change room where the 
men were. Sometimes we'd walk in there and have a bit of a sniff of it, but it 
wasn't permanent. 

CF As a shift boss though, did you feel that your lungs wouldn't be 
affected? 

STUBBS Oh well, I didn't take enough interest in it, I don't think. I can't 
remember taking a lot of interest in it as far as myself personally [was] 
concerned. All I remember doing now and again is going in and inhaling some 
of it, but it wasn't on a permanent basis. 

END OF TAPE THREE SIDE B 
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A further interview with Claude Stubbs recorded on 4 July 1997. 

CF Claude, we finished the last tape talking about being a health 
inspector. You'd just agreed to accept the job. Can you talk about that job and 
what it was like, having been in the mines? 

STUBBS Well, while I passed all the exams - as a matter of fact I was 
second highest in the State in the results of the exams - I was still on my own 
and I had to make the decisions as I saw fit because you had no-one to help 
you, no-one to refer to. There was no-one down in Esperance to talk to and 
the Public Health Department in Perth was so far away, so I just made my own 
decisions and fortunately they were all right. But I had problem after problem 
when I started. The first problem was the native population around the 
Goldfields was suffering badly from trachoma, and a team came up from Perth 
and I assisted them by rounding up all the Aborigines I could to bring in to be 
tested for trachoma. We actually tested 400 Aborigines and most of them did 
have trachoma. So my job then was we had to weigh them to adjust their 
medication, and we had to give them tablets according to their weight: we had 
small ones for kids and dished the tablets out as per the weight of the person. 
My job was to make sure they took them, because if you gave them a week's 
supply they'd either take the lot at once or wouldn't take them at all. So my job 
was to round them up and tell them, or make them, or explain to them.... 
anyhow to witness them taking the tablets. So we finished up with 400 cases 
in Norseman alone - that's the Aborigines coming in from the Eyre Highway 
and all the surrounds of Norseman. 

Having got rid of that, we then had an epidemic of hepatitis. We had 400 
cases of hepatitis, and it meant there were some very sick people about. The 
doctor had to put them off beer and any stuff like that, and that made headlines 
in the paper - the Norseman people off beer. But anyhow, as fast as some 
were getting medicated and being able to resume work, others were falling sick 
all the time. So I did a bit of detective work on this and I found that some 
people who were infected had come from the Eastern States and camped in 
the outskirts of Norseman and used the bush as a toilet and failed to cover it 
up, and it went from the bush - by flies probably - to the houses, and went from 
one house to another, right along the street, and then spread around the town. 
Anyhow it was that serious that the Health Department sent their 
epidemiologist up and we talked it over, and when he went to Perth he sent 
back a huge amount of gamma globulin back and we had a clinic and all those 
that hadn't had hepatitis were given this gamma globulin, which gave them a 
three month immunity, and that allowed us to wipe the epidemic of hepatitis 
out. 

CF Do you remember who the epidemiologist was? 

STUBBS Doctor Snow. Yes, he sent this gamma globulin up and the local 
doctor administered it and I assisted, and we eventually rid the town of 
hepatitis. 
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CF Claude, what was the role of the health inspector? Can you 
describe your duties for me? 

STUBBS Yes. The health inspector's job was to keep the health of the 
town. He had to attend to the quality of food: I used to have food inspections 
and take samples and send them to Perth for analysis. If they were not 
according to the law the recommendation came back to prosecute the people, 
and that was my job. My other job was, of course, to look after the 
immunisation programs, and anything pertaining to health. I was in charge of 
the running of the sanitary system and the rubbish collection, I used to 
supervise the people who did that. Just the general health of the district. 

CF Were you called upon to fumigate any homes at all? 

STUBBS No, no, I can't remember having to do that. There was a bout of 
yaws at Salmon Gums and I remember going down there and there was a 
frightful case of yaws. There was an Aborigine woman, and I took my wife 
down with me because a white man hanging around Aborigine camps wasn't 
very well thought of. Anyhow she took two of the bed sheets and we went 
down and there's this woman, she's in frightful case of yaws right down her 
legs and right down to her ankles. She had a little baby boy, a young boy 
about three years of age, and he was frightfully infected and he walked with his 
legs as far apart as he could get them, he was in that state with the yaws. 
Anyhow, I got them in the car and took them to Norseman and delivered them 
to the doctor at the hospital. We came home and my wife put these two sheets 
on to boil, and I think she must've boiled them all day, she was that frightened 
of the disease when she saw it. 

CF How big was the area that you looked after? 

STUBBS Well, as a health inspector it went from Salmon Gums all around 
Norseman as far as Eucla - mostly the municipality of Norseman. 

CF And you said earlier that the Public Health Department really was 
too far away for you to get much help. 

STUBBS Well, trunk line calls weren't used much in those days. They had 
rules and the council people weren't allowed to use the trunk line because of 
the expense. So, I mean, you couldn't ring them up and ask them advice, you 
just had to go on your own 

CF So when the big episode of hepatitis came in, you just told them 
how many cases there were, and then they finally decided to treat it as a 
danger. 

STUBBS Yes. I reported it as it went along and also the doctor might've 
got in touch with them too - I'm not sure of that. 
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CF Health inspectors are called upon to do some unpleasant things - 
did that create problems for you and your family in the community? 

STUBBS Oh yes, it does kick back on your kids a bit if someone gets a bit 
annoyed about things, but basically it wasn't too bad. I mean, I was able to 
handle all the cases. 

CF Were there any other cases that you can think of that were 
exceptional? 

STUBBS Well, I had a lot of co-operation from the people in Norseman. 
We had the biggest blood bank donation in any town in West Australia - bigger 
than Perth. I organised them to come up and get some blood. They sent their 
team up with all the containers and various things. There was two big mines 
there employing a lot of men, so I arranged for the blood bank to go to one 
mine, and the men volunteered to give blood. They went to the other mine 
next day and again men gave blood and they ran out of containers and they 
had to get to people on the plane coming from Perth to Norseman to tell them 
to bring a lot more containers. On the third day I had the people of the town, 
so the donations of blood at that time was the biggest in any place in West 
Australia. 

I was also instrumental in making the town a septic tank town. The only place 
that had septic tanks was the two hotels and a couple of the staff houses at the 
Norseman Goidmine; apart from that it was a pan system. After the hepatitis 
outbreak I decided that something had to be done to get rid of this filthy pan 
system, so I introduced septic tanks. I had frightful opposition from the town 
for a start - people didn't want to go to the expense - but I bet if you wanted to 
take it away from them now you'd have trouble. Some went for it straightaway, 
they liked the idea, but anyhow the town eventually became a hundred percent 
septic tank town. I did have more trouble with the business people of the town. 
They seemed to think they were a protected people and didn't have to abide by 
these decisions. Some had businesses each side of the road and wanted only 
to have one set of toilets one side and people travelling across the road to use 
them; they wanted to only have one toilet where male and females went. I had 
all that opposition, and I even had a court case. 

I had to sue one chap for not complying and the case went to court. The 
Chairman of the Roads Board (or Shire Council at the time) guaranteed him 
that he'd pull me into line, that I'd do what I was told, and that I'd only allow him 
to have the one. Anyhow he wouldn't put them in and I took him to court. He 
spilt this to the magistrate that the chairman had promised him that they'd pull 
me into line. Well, the magistrate absolutely berated him (it's in that book) and 
he told him that he didn't want to ever hear this sort of thing again, that I had 
the powers to do it, and I was only acting within my rights. Anyhow he fined 
him and he gladly complied after because he knew he had to, and what's more 
it was a lesson to the rest of the businessmen that were opposing it. They all 
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came into line and Norseman finished up a hundred percent septic tank town. 
We were able to eliminate this terrible pan system. 

Another problem I had was rubbish. The rubbish disposal was haphazard so I 
organised that and made the rubbish disposal once a week. I made it so that 
the rubbish bins were covered and all this type of thing. My main objective was 
to stop the fly population carrying germs to other people and causing 
outbreaks. I think it sufficed because diseases diminished very greatly when 
the pan system was abolished and the septic tanks became the norm. 

CF Were you also involved in miners' health, in the X-ray campaign 
that came up for miners, or was that controlled by the mines? 

STUBBS No, the mines controlled that - the Health Department actually 
controlled it. Are you talking about laboratory examinations? 

CF There was the laboratory examinations and then later there was a 
mass X-ray survey of everybody, of the whole population. 

STUBBS That was to do with tuberculosis. No, that was run by the Health 
Department. That was under a scheme provided by the Commonwealth 
Government. The Chifley Government, to try and eliminate tuberculosis, 
provided hospital facilities in every capital city of Australia and also they 
provided for compulsory X-rays, and people who couldn't go to the city were 
X-rayed in the country areas. 

CF If people didn't comply with their X-ray (because it was 
compulsory in Western Australia) were you called upon as health inspector to 
enforce that? 

STUBBS I never had one case of enforcement - everyone complied. I think 
everyone, particularly in the Goldfields, realised what a terrible disease 
tuberculosis was, because so many people had it, it was absolutely rife. So 
the people had the evidence in front of them and they complied. I don't know 
of any case where people didn't want to comply. 

CF Claude, what made you then decide to stand for Parliament? 

STUBBS Well I was asked to, actually. I was secretary of the ALP for ten 
years in Norseman, but I didn't have my eye on politics because I was mostly 
for the betterment of the town and people in the town, this was my work. But 
the Eastern District Goldfields Council of the ALP - in those days, it's not there 
now - asked me to stand because they did have a candidate before that was 
pretty useless and he couldn't win the election. They'd had a couple of 
elections which they got badly beaten, so they asked me to stand because of, I 
suppose, my popularity in the district or something. 
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CF You represented the Goldfields on the State Executive and you 
were saying earlier there was some problem with travelling and you resigned 
from that. 

STUBBS Yes. 

CF Can you just talk about that before we get on to your own career 
in politics? 

STUBBS Well, while I was a member of Parliament, in the early days of my 
membership of Parliament, I was elected to be on the State Executive, 
amongst others; I wasn't the only one, there were several delegates. But I 
found it very difficult because I lived in Norseman, and travelling back and forth 
while Parliament was in session I found very difficult. See, I used to leave 
Norseman on the Sunday night or a Monday night, whichever I could, to come 
to Perth, and if I left on a Monday night I'd get to Perth Tuesday morning, and 
Parliament started that day. If I left on Sunday night I'd have to go to the State 
Executive meetings on the Monday night, and it meant curtailing my presence 
in Norseman because I used to leave Perth on a Thursday or a Friday night - 
mostly on a Friday night - I'd have to change at Coolgardie and get my car, 
which I had garaged in a place, and go travel to Norseman. Then on Sunday 
night I'd have to travel by car to Coolgardie, garage my car and catch the 
Kalgoorlie express to Perth, which meant that I had one day at home, and that 
day was filled in with constituents coming to see me about their various 
problems. So I decided to give the State Executive away because I just 
couldn't provide the time to attend to it, and I thought if I hadn't got time to 
attend to it, I don't want the job. 

CF Now Claude, the seat was originally held by a Liberal before you. 
What's your assessment of his contribution to the Goldfields? 

STUBBS Oh well, I'm not very generous to the Liberals. I don't think 
they've done the country much good and therefore, rather than say anything 
good about him I won't say anything bad. He was mayor of Boulder at one 
stage and he'd been there twelve years. It was a Labor town and it irked 
everyone to have a Liberal. 

CF So he was a Goldfields person? 

STUBBS He was a Goldfields chap. I think he was an engine driver by 
profession, and he got on the council and finally became mayor of the town, 
Boulder. They had their own municipality in those days. 

CF So anyway, when you were asked to stand for the party, how 
many other nominations were there? 

STUBBS In the selection ballot there was two others: one a Boulder person 
named Gus Hill and another Kalgoorlie chap named Tenetti. Teneth was 
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involved in old aged people and he did a good job for the Kalgoorlie and 
Boulder people. Tenetti ran a building offsite, the Foundry Hotel for aged 
people. Anyhow I won the selection ballot. Gus Hill, I think, was the first one 
eliminated, and most of his preferences went to me so I was the selected 
candidate. 

CF And was that reasonably amicable, that selection process? 

STUBBS I think so. I didn't hear any adverse comments about it. It's 
different to now. In those days every member of a union had a vote, and that's 
how it happened -the unionists voted for it. In 1965 they altered the set-up 
from the ALP point of view and they eliminated all District Councils. See, there 
used to be a district in Kalgoorlie, Bunbury, Albany, Geraldton, Fremantle, and 
that sort of thing, and they selected their own candidate like Kalgoorlie did. But 
in 1965 they altered it so that the unions movement had nothing to do with it - it 
was the State Executive of the ALP that was formed that actually does the 
work, as now. A bit different from what it was prior to 1965. 

CF Which do you think was better? 

STUBBS Well, I think the old method was better. 

CF Why is that? 

STUBBS Because they selected horses for courses. I was fifty-seven 
when I was selected - getting a bit ancient - but they guaranteed me if I was 
selected and won the [election] that I wouldn't be opposed and I could stay as 
long as I wanted to. And I was instrumental in a lot of things in town. I think I 
was in everything: I was in aged care, I was in football, in cricket, I used to 
assist in the Police Boys Club, I was foundation member of the club and a life 
member; you name it and I was in it. So that popularity got me through. 

CF But in what way did that change? You feel that candidates are 
not selected as horses for courses now? 

STUBBS Well, I think the problem with the ALP today is the 
disproportionate members of academics. I mean, in my day if you were a 
worker and got dirt between your fingernails and all that sort of thing, you were 
a bit more down to earth. Some of these chaps in my opinion are in orbit. 
They get some pretty ideas and all that sort of thing but it doesn't go over with 
us old fellows. I know we have to have academics, I know we have to have 
our share of them and some of them are very good, but I think we have to have 
a pretty good mix, like it was in the old days, because in Parliament you have 
to keep your feet on the ground and know what you're talking about, and put 
into action - none of these high-flying ideas like I think some of them have got. 

CF What did your family think about your decision to stand? Did you 
discuss it with them? 
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STUBBS Oh yes, yes, I discussed it with them. I think my children were 
very enthusiastic about it, but my wife was a bit conservative about it. She 
worried a bit about it, whether I was doing the right thing and all that; she was 
all for me, but still worried. 

CF What were some of her concerns? 

STUBBS Well, the cost of running the show, and if I missed out our savings 
would've been gone because we hadn't saved a lot of money. I mean, we had 
to educate our kids and all that sort of thing and we didn't have a lot of money 
and it would've been a bad blow had I got beaten. 

CF So you paid for the whole campaign yourself? 

STUBBS I paid for the whole campaign. I got no assistance whatsoever. 

CF Not even any party money? 

STUBBS No, no, no money. Most of my assistants were all volunteers that 
were doing it. Like in Norseman and the Goldfields, that has been the norm - 
volunteers, people helping all the time. No-one expects any payment or 
anything like that for it. 

CF Can you describe your campaign? 

STUBBS Well, all I did was travel round the country in a car visiting 
different towns, visiting different people. If there was an ALP representative in 
the town I'd visit him and he'd introduce me to people. I didn't have many 
meetings; I think I had only about four meetings, which a man and his dog 
turned up at, so they were pretty unproductive. I thought the value was getting 
round meeting people, talking to them about their problems and the problems 
in the town, and that at least armed me with the information I wanted when I 
went to Parliament. 

END OF TAPE FOUR SIDE A 
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STUBBS When I was on the campaign I wanted to do it as cheap as I 
could because I didn't know how much money I'd have to spend or anything 
and I had limited savings. In those days the companies used cyanide and it 
came in bins and they used to take the lids off and take them out to the rubbish 
bin. So I retrieved them from the rubbish tip, beat them out so they were nice 
and flat, painted them yellow and then with a pattern of "Vote Stubbs 1" I 
painted that black with a pattern and then I went all round the constituency and 
hung them in trees and prominent places where people could see them. I did 
have one talk on the 6KG radio, I had a talk one night there. That cost me 
$30, but that's about all I think. 

CF How much did you end up spending, do you remember? 

STUBBS Yes, $700. 

CF Was that pretty much your life's savings? 

STUBBS Yes. See, that went in hotel expenses and petrol or car and 
things like that. 

CF And your opponent, the Liberal, Cunningham, what was his 
campaign like - much more slick? 

STUBBS Sorry, I also had adverts in the paper and I also had to get 
how-to-vote-cards to leave with people to give them some idea. Well, he 
[Cunningham] did much the same but it wasn't his money he was spending, it 
was the Liberal Party money and they advertised pretty frequently, had ads in 
the paper, leaflets in the letterbox. They also had lots of talks on radio and that 
sort of thing, and nearly every night there was someone talking. It did scare 
me a bit, you know, that they were putting a bit more money in than I was able 
to put, but anyhow, fortunately the results came out pretty well. The Norseman 
people voted five to one for me. 

CF Did you raise any money for your campaign? 

STUBBS No, no. I didn't raise any money, I paid everything myself. 

CF And apart from yourself, how many volunteers helped you to run 
it? 

STUBBS Oh well, I had quite a few people on election day at each polling 
booth giving how-to-vote cards out. I had to organise people at Esperance, at 
Merredin, Norseman, and everywhere else there was a polling booth I had 
people - all volunteers. 

CF What was it like when you won? 
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STUBBS Oh well, I was pretty humble. I thought, well, I'm a bit lucky, but 
also I thought, will I be a good member? Will I be able to do the things I'd like 
to do. One thing about the election, too, worth mentioning is in those days if 
you owned property or was occupying a house you were only able to vote, it 
wasn't the voting system we've got today. You had to own property worth a 
certain amount, or pay rent a certain amount, or be an occupier to be able to 
register for a vote, and that was eliminated to the present system in 1965. I 
think I was the last one to be elected under that old system, and I also think I 
was the last one to be elected by the Eastern District Council of the ALP. 
Since then all have been endorsed from Perth. 

CF You've talked about that endorsement because you don't think 
that's right. 

STUBBS No. 

CF Claude, what is the difference between country and city 
electorates, and how does that work within the ALP itself? 

STUBBS Well looking from the outside I would say that there's a lot of 
factors today that work against the ALP in country areas. In the old days, in 
the mining areas - I can only talk about the mining areas - there was a lot of 
men worked underground. They lived in the town, their families were in the 
town, they were interested in the town. That was underground mining but now 
most of it's open-cut mining. The work force is not there. A lot of these chaps 
that come in, they fly in from Perth, they work twelve hour shifts for about a 
fortnight and then they have a week off. That is not only ruining the Labor 
Party because they haven't got the voters there, they're not living in the town, 
they're not in the electorate, but it's also ruining the economy of these little 
towns. The people are not in the town working, they're just flying in, flying out; 
they work twelve-hour shifts, they don't go near the pub, they don't go near the 
town, and the towns are dying. Schools are losing teachers, banks are 
shutting, facilities are gone. 

To give you an idea about Norseman, from what I know best, is once they had 
two bakers, now they got none; once they had two butchers, now they got 
none; once they had three football teams, now they got none; once they had 
four cricket teams, now they got none. The other facilities, like fire brigade and 
that sort of thing, at one stage we were very scarce of members, but I think 
there are probably getting one or two young men coming in now. But 
Norseman chaps that want to play football have to go to Esperance to play 
football, and that's not the Norseman I knew. But it's not only Norseman, it's 
ruining other little country towns that have mines. They fly in, fly out - it 
doesn't do the grocer, the butcher, the baker or anyone any good because 
they're feeding their kids from Perth. The chaps are just interested in doing the 
job and getting back to Perth; they spend no money in the town. And not only 
that, it's taking Labor voters away from the constituency, and that's my opinion 
how the ALP has dropped in the towns. 
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CF What was your aim for the Goldfields when you were elected? 
What did you want to do? 

STUBBS Well, one of the crying out things when I was elected was 
workers' compensation; workers' compensation was in very bad shape. For 
some reason or other the conservative parties just wouldn't let workers' 
compensation stuff go through the upper House. Only a certain amount of 
money was allowed for medical expenses. The total payment for a man killed 
in the mine was £750 - in today's money it's only $1 500 - that was what a life 
was worth in the sixties. Men living in remote places that had to come down by 
plane for injuries in the mine got half pay but they were only allowed a little 
amount of money for medical expenses, and that was eaten up by plane trips 
before they got to Perth. They were then on their own, they had to pay their 
own expenses. The workers' compensation was a big issue on the Goldfields 
when I first got into Parliament. 

CF And what about the silicosis compensation, was that part of it? 

STUBBS Well, the workers' compensation for silicosis was worked on a 
percentage basis. If you did get out of the mines with silicosis, you only got 
paid a percentage. If the doctor said you had ten percent silicosis, you got ten 
percent of the workers' compensation money, and it wasn't till later, till we 
fought for a lot of these things in Parliament, that it improved. Now, after 
seventy percent silicosis you're termed to have a hundred percent - you're paid 
that way. But I don't think silicosis is the problem it was when I first went into 
Parliament because with the advent of open-cut mining, also better ventilation 
underground, I think silicosis has lost a lot of its deadliness. 

CF Was there a problem if a husband died who'd been compensated 
for silicosis? Could the widows get the money? 

STUBBS Well not at first, but that was gained later. The widow got the 
money, but if she was de facto she didn't. If she had illegitimate children, the 
children didn't get anything or she didn't get anything for the children. But that 
was all rectified later by the fights in Parliament we used to have about the 
matter. 

CF Who was opposed to it, do you remember? 

STUBBS Oh well, the Liberal Party and Country Party. Strange enough 
the Country Party was more opposed to it than anyone, I found, It's on record 
that they voted against it. 

CF Why do you think that was? 

STUBBS Well I think they're very conservative. I think they live in their own 
cocoons, some of them. 
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CF When you were elected did you see the Country Party as very 
prominent or as a political force? 

STUBBS It's a strange thing. The Country Party supported the 
Government. They had the Country Party leader as Deputy Premier, and the 
Country Party got some of the spoils of office; some of them were made 
Ministers. They had big black cars and they had their bottoms in those cars 
and that was the ultimate. But strange to relate, when they used to talk to us in 
the corridors - and there's a rule in Parliament if you talk to anyone in the 
corridors you don't bring it up in Parliament - they used to run the Liberals 
down to the lowest, what a bunch of B's they were; then you'd talk to a Liberal 
and they'd be saying the same thing, and yet they were buddies when it came 
to a vote. 

CF Can you talk about your maiden speech now, in Parliament? 

STUBBS Well, mostly with workers' compensation, I think, and the 
disadvantages people had. I talked about other things but I can't remember 
what they were now, but I would say workers' compensation was one of the 
highlights of my maiden speech. 

CF Were you nervous at all? 

STUBBS Oh yes. I mean, I wasn't nervous getting up on my feet because I 
had experience in lodges and Rotary Clubs and all that sort of thing, but not 
knowing the procedures and all that. It's a prestigious place, it does have 
some effect on you. I'd imagine it's like a footballer going out for his first game 
in the big league. Anyhow I soon got over that. But one of the rules in 
Parliament is that you don't interrupt a maiden speech, but I won ten bob on 
that. 

CF [laughs] Why? 

STUBBS There was a chap - and I won't mention names - he was a bit of a 
surly person, and I bet a person that I knew, ten bob that I'd make him 
interject, and I won my ten bob because he did. 

CF What happened? 

STUBBS I was talking about the east-west road, how it wanted it to be 
done, connected from here to the Eastern States and be a good bitumen road, 
and I talked about the holes in the road and the bulldust - you know, all that 
soft sand and that is called bulldust - and I said "Of course the name bulldust 
comes after Dave Brand. He went out to see the road," I said, "and they 
named the bull dust after him." 

CF [Laughs] 
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STUBBS And this chap, oh he was really wild, and he interrupted. But I 
won't mention any names. 

CF [Laughs] Now what was your relationship like with [John] 
Tonkin? 

STUBBS Oh, all right. I didn't have a lot to do with Tonkin because I was in 
the upper House. The only time I'd see him was at the Caucus meetings or the 
meetings of the party, when we were in Opposition. He was a very 
conservative sort of chap. I think it would be hard to get to know him, old John, 
but I knew more of him and more about him when I was in Cabinet because we 
had our Cabinet meetings then and I saw much more of him and got to know 
him much better. 

We didn't agree on a few things. We disagreed terribly on fluoridation of water. 
Old John was against it. He was right and everyone was wrong, and I was 
against it and wouldn't have a bar of it.... or rather, I was against his views and 
wouldn't have a bar of it. I was all for fluoridation, I suppose because I'd read 
so much when I studied health inspection. Anyhow John was never one to get 
beaten on anything, he'd take it right to the hilt. He used to get these 
anti-fluoridation people to come and talk to me and I've never seen so many 
nitwits in all my life - no-hopers. Anyhow, we agreed to disagree. 

But old John got into trouble once in Cabinet. He got an inquiry into 
fluoridation and got a report made, and he did it without Cabinet's agreement 
or approval; he just did it, got them printed, and sent every member a copy. 
He really got into trouble because some of the chaps really slated him for 
breaking Cabinet rules. But all in all he was a good member, a good Premier - 
honest, I think, to the hilt, and everything had to be politically right. 

CF In terms of ideology? 

STUBBS Yes, every way. 

CF How was it you got a ministry? Did you have to lobby or go 
through a process? 

STUBBS In the Labor Party the members elect them and the Premier 
dishes the portfolios out. What they do, they first elect a leader who is to be 
the Premier. Then they elect a leader in the other House. Then they elect a 
Deputy Premier, who's in the Assembly, he's next one elected. Then they elect 
a deputy in the lower House and they go on electing all the ministers then and 
they start with the Assembly and they go right down till they finish their 
Assembly and then they start on the Council. The idea was to have three 
ministers in the Council. We had a twelve minister Cabinet, so there was nine 
elected in the Assembly. 

CF Was there any particular portfolio that you would have liked? 
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STUBBS I would've liked Health, but it didn't worry me. The portfolios I 
had, I don't think you'd win a vote for them. Local Government wasn't very 
popular. You had 144 councils to administer from all over the country, and 
everyone had different problems and you were expected to solve them 
overnight. In the Chief Secretary part it was prisons, fire brigade, race horses, 
trotters, betting, charities, charities collection, and I used to say it's all the 
portfolios no-one else wanted. 

CF But you were also Minister for Greyhounds. 

STUBBS I was Chief Secretary, which took in greyhounds, but I was the 
one that started it. 

CF Why? 

STUBBS Well, I had occasion to go to Tasmania and I saw the dog racing 
there, and all the battlers that couldn't afford expensive race horses had their 
little dogs there, and I thought that'd be great. Some of these women had dogs 
and I thought, by jove that'd be good walking a dog would do them good, and 
also my main thing was the battler had something equivalent to the big man in 
racing. So I thought that'd be good for West Australia and that's when I 
decided to introduce it. 

CF Did you have much opposition? 

STUBBS No, not a lot, only the farmers. They seemed to think that dogs 
would bring all sorts of diseases and their sheep dogs would get it, and their 
sheep would get it. Well, it's been going now for twenty-odd years and I don't 
think a sheep dog got anything wrong with it yet. 

CF The Tonkin Government had the reputation for caring for the 
battler - do you believe that it did? 

STUBBS I think so yes, yes. We were all very concerned about 
unemployment and we did everything we could to raise money, provide jobs. 
We were really concerned and jobs were our priority. I remember I got into 
trouble when I was Minister for Local Government with all the big boys in Perth, 
all the know-ails. The AMP wanted to pull down their old building, which was a 
shame because it was a nice building, an old-style building, and they wanted to 
build a new one. At that time it would be the highest in Perth. It was opposed 
left, right and centre, and they appealed to me and I had some figures taken 
out and found that that would provide 1300 jobs - about 300 jobs on the job, 
but indirectly by providing steel, bricks, mortar, cement, everything used in the 
building industry would have provided work for a thousand people. So I gave 
them permission to do it and I was highly criticised. It was the highest in Perth. 
Now you look around and it's a dwarf compared with a lot of the others. That's 
the sort of thing that happens when you try to do a bit of good. 
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CF Did you feel it was hard to represent your constituency, being that 
it was so far away? 

STUBBS Well, no, it wasn't. I mean, I kept in touch with my constituency in 
Norseman, and when Parliament wasn't in session I travelled a lot around the 
other places, like Kalgoorlie, Boulder, Merredin, all the places in between. I 
made sure I visited everyone. 

CF Once you became a minister did someone run your electorate 
office back there? 

STUBBS I didn't have an electorate office. All I had was the minister's 
offices in Perth. I didn't have any electorate office; that didn't come in till just 
before I finished. We did all our own typing.... well, I didn't type, I used to pay 
for it because I can't type, but I used to do a lot of letter writing by hand. Do 
you know when I first got into Parliament, in the Legislative Council there was 
thirty members, we were all in one room and there was four phones for thirty 
members, that's how it was. They had three typists and you'd take your letters 
to them - everyone else would too, if it was some important letter you'd want 
typed - and you'd wait days before you got it back because they had so much 
to do. That's how it was when I first got into Parliament. They're on velvet 
now: they've got electorate offices, they've got research officers, they've got 
secretaries, they've got everything. The only computer we had was in our 
head. 

CF How did you function well then, if you only had four phones 
between that number of people? 

STUBBS Well mostly you used outside phones during the day. Not only 
that, there was that much row of thirty people around talking it was so hard to 
hear on the phone too, but that's how it was and that's how you coped. 

CF Did you campaign to have that altered? 

STUBBS Oh yes, we campaigned. Things were altered. Do you know we 
weren't allowed, when I first went into Parliament, to have a trunk line call to 
your constituency? There were free call around Perth but no trunk line. 

CF Even for country people? 

STUBBS Even for country members. 

CF And what about your travel allowance? Did you get a travel 
allowance? 

STUBBS Oh yes, every member got a travel allowance, and that was to 
pay for petrol, hotels and providing your own car and all that sort of thing. 
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They did have a situation later where you could buy a car through the 
Government, but I never did that, I always paid for my own car. 

CF You were also in charge of publications and censorship. 

STUBBS Yes. 

CF Can you talk a bit about that and what involved? 

STUBBS Well, censorship involved censoring books or pornographic 
material or anything like that that wasn't considered decent. But the Act! I 
must say this, that I amended the Act. The Act hadn't been amended since 
1904 and I amended it to make it more modern. But you get a pat on the back 
from these that's interested, selling things and all that, and you get brickbats 
from all these people that think that no-one's allowed to see something. My 
policy was if you're old enough to look at it you can, but don't inflict it on other 
people - that was my policy - and don't inflict it on kids. That's the way I 
conducted it and that's the way I run it. I used to go over east about two or 
three times a year for the meeting of the Commonwealth Censorship 
[Committee?]. Don Chipp was the Minister in those days. We used to meet 
and discuss things, and a lot of the Commonwealth stuff we'd adopt because it 
looked reasonable. But I remember once I was introducing something about 
pretty hot stuff, to curtail it, and I was meeting opposition: I was a wowser, I 
was everything. I think I was a wowser because the opposition wanted to have 
a go at me. Anyhow, I thought, now I'll trick these people. I arranged to put 
that film on and I invited all the members of Parliament. I said "I don't want the 
Press or anyone. The condition you come along is that you see it and that's it." 

CF So both Assembly and Council members? 

STUBBS Yes. And they came along and they saw it. After that I had no 

trouble at all getting it through. 

END OF TAPE FOUR SIDE B 
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CF Claude, as a minister, what were the facilities like for you in 
Parliament, in the building itself? 

STUBBS Well in the building itself they had one big room, which was a 
cabinet room, and that's where you did your research while Parliament was 
actually on, but my ministerial duties were actually done at the office in 
Oakleigh House, that's where I had my office. I ran the Chief Secretary's office 
from there plus the Minister for Local Government. When we were in 
Parliament, when I was minister we had this great room called the cabinet 
room and that's where all the Cabinet met or to sort out little differences or talk 
about Bills or anything like that, but our main work was done from our office, 
and my work was done from the office in Oakleigh buildings. Each minister 
was in a separate building. I had a secretary (each minister had a secretary) 
and we shared a typist with the rest of the department. The seventies weren't 
great, but not knowing any better, it was all right. 

CF How did they change during the term that you were in office? 

STUBBS Well, talking from a Minister's point of view, they didn't change at 
all much. We just had our secretary and he assisted me in parliamentary 
matters, and in actually running the department it was the head of the 
department I dealt with. I did have a few run-ins with heads. I can remember 
when we were first elected to office, when we won the election, several 
decisions were made that I didn't know anything about, and when I caught up 
with it I found that the Under Secretary was making the decisions without 
consulting me, so I soon put a stop to that. I demanded that all mail be on my 
desk, and it had to be cleared by me before it went to any part of the 
department. Another time, the head of the department said "You should do it 
this way, your predecessor did it this way." Well, I said, "For your information, 
we have been elected as a Labor Government. We're here to carry out Labor 
platforms we were elected on. The sooner you get that in your skull the 
better." So he took a long time for it to sink in, but he gradually found out that I 
meant business and he had to discuss everything and do it our way. 

CF Do you think he felt that because you hadn't been in Parliament 
before that he could take advantage of you? 

STUBBS I don't think so, no. I think he was just one of these bureaucrats 
who was in a rut. 

CF Did you work mainly in Perth, or how much travel did you take 
down to your own electorate? 

STUBBS Well, while Parliament's in session it was necessary to work in 
Perth (that was early on) but when I was a minister I lived in Perth. I shifted to 
Perth mainly because of my wife's health. She had been sick all the time and I 
only used to see her weekends, so I decided to buy a house in Perth and keep 
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her in Perth and me go up and visit the electorate on my own. I did that and 
she was able to visit doctors; she got a certain amount of relief but she 
eventually died. I retained my house in Norseman for a while and I used to do 
the work from my house, but we had no office facilities in the country, not then; 
it came in later after I finished being a minister. When the young brigade came 
in they altered everything, and sometimes I think to quite an advantage. 

CF What do you think were the advantages then? 

STUBBS Well, it's pretty hard if you're a busy politician and you've got a 
busy electorate, you want assistance. I had the second biggest electorate in 
West Australia to travel, and I did travel extensively through it, and while you're 
travelling through the electorate, you're not doing any office work, so you 
certainly need help. But that came after I finished. Actually when I say it came 
after I finished, it came while I was there, just before I finished. 

I tried to get an electorate office in the country but the facilities had to be up to 
a certain standard for the Government to pay rent on it and unfortunately I 
couldn't get a building that actually complied with the facility requirements of 
the Government. So I never had any electorate office in the country. 

I remember soon after I got into Parliament, there were thirty members of the 
upper House in those days and we were all in a big room and there was chairs 
and tables there but only four phones for thirty members. You can imagine 
what it was like trying to ring someone up or hear someone talking with the 
buzz of conversation of all these members in the background, but that's how it 
was when I got into Parliament in 1962. If you wanted anything typed, they 
had three typists to do the whole Parliament. You took your letters in in your 
own handwriting and gave it to them, but you had to wait your turn and 
sometimes you didn't get your letters back for up to four or five days before you 
could dispatch them, but that's how it was. And we weren't allowed to make 
phone calls to the country - just local calls. We had a telephone at our disposal 
but if we had to make a trunk line call to the country we had to get permission 
to do it. So the facilities were pretty rough when I first got into Parliament. 

CF But that would have really disadvantaged members from country 
electorates. 

STUBBS Oh it did, it did very much so. I mean, you'd have someone who 
wants urgent information or something like that, and you'd get it but you 
weren't able to give it to them straightaway; you just had to give it to them in 
writing and then wait till the letter was typed, which sometimes it took a long 
time. I think it was very disadvantaged. But of course, in my opinion, the 
country people never mattered much in Parliament, much to my despair, 
because they're the salt of the earth, in my opinion, and you should be able to 
help them as much as you can. 
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CF What did you feel were the issues then for country people, for 
your own electorate? 

STUBBS Well in my own electorate, being a mining electorate, it was 
mining and partly agriculture, but mostly mining. The mining interests were 
compensation and that sort of thing. They were very crude and not very good 
really, and there were some pretty bad injustices done under the guise of 
compensation. So we really fought hard, amongst other things of course, to try 
and upgrade the Workers' Compensation Act. 

CF What sort of injustices? 

STUBBS Well, for instance, if a man and woman were living as de facto, in 
those days, if he was killed the de facto didn't get anything; and also if they had 
a child which was supposed to be illegitimate, that child had no standing as far 
as compensation goes. There was also the cost of medical care. A certain 
sum was allocated to pay for medical care; you didn't automatically get all care 
paid like you do today. I think the sum, when I first got into Parliament, was 
only £200. I can well remember a chap working up in the north west being 
injured and had to be flown to Perth, and by the time he paid the plane bill 
there was nothing left to pay his expenses in Perth and he had to pay them 
himself - or theoretically he had to pay them himself, but of course the unions 
came in and helped. And that's one thing, too, about the Goldfields medical 
society at the time, they did pick up the cheque and pay the difference, but 
they didn't have to; it was an injustice to them. 

So compensation was a big thing in those days and we worked and nagged 
and finally got the Government of the day - the [Brand] Government that took 
over after the Hawke Government - we finally got them to alter the Workers' 
Compensation Act. It was much less in my day if you got killed in a mine or 
anything, or died through an accident, the maximum compensation was £750 - 
$1 500 now in the language today. When I left Parliament I think the 
compensation was $32 000. 

CF Would you have liked to have been Minister for Mines? 

STUBBS I think I would have, yes, yes. 

CF Did you request it? 

STUBBS No, no. Under our system you were elected, and the one that 
allocates the portfolios after you're elected as a minister by the Caucus, it's the 
Premier of the day that allocates the portfolios under our system, and he kept 
that in the Legislative Assembly. I think I drew the short straw: I got Local 
Government and Chief Secretary. When I say "short straw", there were things 
to be done and all that and I'm proud to have been able to do a lot, but you 
could never win a vote by being a Minister for Local Government or a Chief 
Secretary. Chief Secretary.... for a start I was in charge of gaols and building 
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gaols and all that. Well you can build the best and most prestigious gaol in the 
world, but I don't think they'd give you one vote. Same with local government. 
I was dealing with local governments all over Western Australia, and if I did 
something for Derby, for instance, it wouldn't get me one vote in my electorate. 

I remember I got chided once in Boulder at a meeting. There was two fire 
brigades in Kalgoorlie and Boulder - one at Boulder and one in Kalgoorlie - and 
it was decided to build a central station in between the two cities and bring in 
modern facilities and all that because the others had pretty old facilities. So we 
did that, but the people in Boulder were pretty jealous of their fire brigade 
station; they didn't want to lose it, and I got badly chided at a meeting in 
Boulder because I made the decision to have a central station between the two 
cities. But, then again, as I say, you don't win votes from those sort of things. 

CF How aggressive were people when they sort of discussed it with 
you? 

STUBBS Oh, no, they weren't very aggressive. I never struck any aggro 
anywhere about that, but these miners don't go behind the door to tell you what 
they think, just the same, and they sometimes used pretty colourful language. 
But fortunately my apprenticeship in the mining industry, I could retaliate with a 
bit a colourful language, too. 

CF What were your aims then, as Minister for Local Government? 
What were your aims in that portfolio? 

STUBBS Well I didn't have any particular aims from the local government 
point of view. I did bring in quite a few small amendments just to help the local 
government. One was the telephone being paid by the municipalities to a 
councillor, and he also got paid to come in to a meeting, mileage for his car - 
little things like that that helped them. I did help some of the outer councils. I 
remember once going to one of the northern councils in the northern wheatbelt 
area and they wanted to form a club and they wanted the local council (it was 
called the shire council at the time) to help provide the money. My advisers 
advised me against it, "You can't use council money for that sort of thing" they 
advised me. I went up there, talked to them and I could see that the club 
would be the meeting place for all the people of the town, and I couldn't see 
any Act that said I couldn't do it, so I granted them permission to help finance 
the club and they formed their club, and years after I met some of them and 
they were very happy about it. 

CF When you were Chief Secretary you were responsible for building 
the gaol, the new prison - was there much local opposition to that? 

STUBBS Oh yes, yes. Actually we were having problems at Fremantle 
gaol. It was a pretty obsolete gaol; it was 140 years old, I think, when I made 
the decision. I mean the hygienic facilities were frightful. Instead of having 
proper sewerage, they had buckets in their cells and all stuff like that, and I 
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thought, well, it's pretty obsolete and there's no-one ever tried to build a new 
gaol, I think I'll try. I took it to Cabinet, the idea, and they embraced it 
immediately to my surprise - there wasn't one word against it. I then went 
ahead and planned the Canning Vale Prison. 

It took a long time in planning for the simple reason I wanted a prison with 
modern facilities and safe facilities, but also I wanted a psychiatric part to be 
there where they mix with their fellow people. I went to New Zealand and had 
a look at their gaols. They had a great reputation for their gaols there, and I 
even went as far as Canada to look at the Canadian [gaols] because they had 
a reputation for great gaols. 

Anyway, all in all, with what I saw and what I rubbed out, were able to come up 
with Canning Vale. It was a prison plan for 1000 people - that'd be 250 in the 
prison system for hardened criminals; then they had to have a remand centre; 
then they had a place for psychiatric people; and then another for prisoners 
who were no risk. But unfortunately, when we went out of office they didn't go 
on with it; they stopped it for two years before they decided to go on with it, and 
when they did, they cut it down greatly. It's proved to be too small and they 
had to build this Casuarina Prison after. 

CF In your time, was there a bit problem with Aboriginal people in 
gaol? 

STUBBS No. There could've been but it was never brought to my 
attention. Actually, the subject never came up. I didn't know what the gaol 
numbers were because it was never brought to my attention. 

CF There was a controversy during the Tonkin Government time - 

the escapee Lionel Brockman. Do you remember that? 

STUBBS Oh yes. 

CF Can you talk about that? 

STUBBS Well, I can't remember the details now about what he was wanted 
for, but he was a terrific bushman. He just made a fool of the police. They 
were hot on his heels but he lived in the bush. He shifted with his family from 
place to place and all they'd come across when they raided the place is find 
some ashes there where he'd had his camp fire. He evaded them for weeks 
and weeks and simply made them look fools. 

CF Did you support Tonkin's handling of that? 

STUBBS Well, I can't remember how he handled it. 

CF Claude, you've said that you looked at things that were supposed 
to be good gaols - did you ever think there was such a thing as a good gaol? 
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STUBBS No I didn't. It's the last resort, but under our system people have 
to be punished and I suppose with the rising population there's more people go 
to gaol. The reason I moved was for the primitive conditions at Fremantle. I 
thought we could do better than that and that's why I took an interest in 
building a new gaol. I didn't do everything on my own. I used to organise a 
committee of experts like builders, psychologists - all the other people that 
have something to do with gaols like - even had a few good-doers in. The 
important thing was if we were going to spend the money I wanted it to be 
spent humanely, and one thing that did impress me greatly looking about the 
other gaols was where they had purely mechanised gaols, that's where they 
had all the troubles. They didn't see the warders; they walked in one part and 
a gate shut, and then they opened to let them into another and a gate shut, 
and they saw no-one, it was all done by electronics from one department. I 
thought, "That's pretty terrible," because every human being has to have some 
contact with human beings, that was my thinking. 

I opted for a gaol that the warders were the ones that brought them there, and 
the warders were the ones that had contact with them, and I think it was a 
success because there were no problems while I was there. Of course, 
Canning Vale wasn't finished, it was only just started. It took so long in 
planning till the building started that we only had the gateway and another 
building up when we finished. 

CF We've discussed this very briefly before - greyhound racing. You 
were quite involved in that and, in fact, the Tonkin Government had a sort of 
funny reputation for gambling in one sense. 

STUBBS Well we got accused of that, if you can accuse gambling. I mean, 
I brought in bingo, which was terribly popular everywhere, and then it was only 
supposed to be small money and all that, and I got accused of being a 
gambling minister then, but I fail to see where I could be called that now, the 
way they're talking about introducing poker machines; they've introduced every 
other form of gambling. The only good thing in my opinion is they made two-up 
legal in Kalgoorlie. 

CF [laughs] What made you decide to introduce bingo? 

STUBBS Well, everywhere I went people were at me, mostly older women 
and a lot of people from England that were used to it, and I checked it up when 
I was in England in 1970. They had bingo halls everywhere, but I couldn't see 
anything wrong with it. People were having a good night out, and pretty cheap. 
I thought, that's for the people, and after all we represented the people, 
especially the lower income people. So I decided to bring in bingo, and I 
certainly was pilloried in Parliament about it because I was a minister 
interested in gambling, but it was all propaganda though. I mean, the Libs are 
great at talk but not much action to the little man. 
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That's the reason I brought in greyhound racing too. When I was in Tasmania I 
saw the greyhound racing and I saw the chaps running it, the chaps with the 
dogs, and I thought, "Now that'd be good for people who can't afford to buy an 
expensive racehorse or pay trainers to look after them and all that," and that 
was mainly why I was for it, because that was for the little man - the man who 
wants to participate without too much expense, and he can do it hands on 
himself. I did have a little bit of experience - not personal experience - 

experience in watching whippets. When I was in Collie they used to have 
whippet races and I used to go along and look at them; I never participated in 
any way. In Kalgoorlie they had whippet races, too, but died out in both those 
places. 

CF Would you describe the ministry that you were in as mainly 
working class background? 

STUBBS Yes, they were. I think every one of the ministers got dirt under 
his fingers. Some of them had university degrees and some were 
ex-schoolteachers, but most of them..., like Cohn Jamieson he came from the 
working [class]; he was a very good minister in my opinion. Myself, all my 
background was hard work. Ron Davies was a railway man. Tommy Evans 
was a schoolteacher and later on qualified as a lawyer. John Tonkin was a 
schoolteacher. He was a qualified accountant but he came from Kalgoorlie, his 
sympathies were with the working man. As a matter of fact, one of the great 
things we always talked about if anything came up, the main thing was to see if 
it would provide work for people. We were very conscious of people being able 
to get work, and that was one of our objectives in Cabinet. 

END OF TAPE FIVE SIDE  
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CF Was that a generally widely held philosophy within Caucus? 

STUBBS Oh yes. Not only that, within the Labor Party. In Caucus, that 
was the main theme, everyone was conscious that everyone had to have job 
and everyone was conscious of the fact that they'd do anything to get people 
work and keep people working. That was the philosophy of Caucus and 
Cabinet. 

CF The Tonkin Ministry was seen as a fairly elderly Ministry. You 
were the third eldest person to be elected, I think. Did that cause any 
problems? 

STUBBS I don't think so. I can't remember. We all got on very well 
together and were very supportive. In our House, the Council, we had three in 
the Cabinet: there was Jerry [John] Dolan, myself and Bill Willesee. Well, Bill 
Willesee came from up the north west way - Carnarvon. I think. I think he was 
an accountant originally, but I don't know. Jerry Dolan was a schoolteacher but 
he was a great football coach, he had a terrific reputation. He was actually 
Whip. [ .... ] Frank Wise was our leader in the Legislative Council and Bill 
Willesee was his deputy and Jerry Dolan was Whip. Frank Wise resigned and 
went to the backbench and then Bill Willesee became leader, Jerry Dolan 
became his deputy, and then I came up to be Whip. I was Whip for the Labor 
Party in the upper House for six years before we won Government. 

CF What were some of the qualities needed to be Whip? 

STUBBS Well I would say the patience of Job. You had to mainly get your 
troops together for any vital vote that was coming up. If you knew what was 
coming up, which you usually did, you had to make sure they were there to 
vote. Or if a member wanted to go away on urgent business, you'd go to the 
Opposition Whip and you would come to an agreement that he'd have 
someone that wouldn't vote to equal the chap that went away; they call it 
pairing. If someone was going to be absent you always went to get a pair for 
them. Apart from that, if there was a vote on.....I always used to sit behind my 
leader, and if he wanted something or wanted me to do something or phone, 
something like that, he'd turn around and tell me and I'd do it. Being a Whip 
you can walk around the Chamber freely. That's part of the job because you 
have to do things for the party leader. 

CF You said that Cohn Jamieson was a very good minister. Why do 
you feel that? 

STUBBS Well he was down to earth, he was honest and he was 
straightforward and he had the working man in his heart. He came from a 
working class background and he never forgot it. He was Minister for Works 
and he did everything he could to keep people in work and provide people with 
work. 
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CF Do you think that that sort of philosophy has changed in the 
Labor Party - the State Labor Party? 

STUBBS Well perhaps I shouldn't say yes or no because after all I've left 
and been out of the scene for a long, long time. That's something I wouldn't 
like to delve in because I wouldn't be able to truthfully say yes or no. 

CF But at the time you were in there, young people like Mal Bryce 
and Brian Burke were moving up in the ranks. 

STUBBS Well they moved up after the Tonkin Government got out of 
office. They didn't take any part in the Tonkin Government, they just took part 
in Caucus debates. 

CF So did the tone of the Caucus debates change when they came 
in? 

STUBBS No, not greatly, no. From what I can see from outside it all 
started after we left. They talk about factions now - to the left and to the right, 
and all that and someone in the centre - that was all Irish to me. When we 
were there there was nothing like that. I read about it now and I wonder what 
happened since we left because no-one tried to influence anyone except in the 
Caucus. They'd make their speech and put their case forward, and if they 
didn't win, that didn't make any difference. So there were no great deals done 
when I was [there]. If there was, I was never approached. 

CF I notice in the book of notes that you gave me there's some 
articles there about Communism. Was that a worry for you? 

STUBBS Yes, it was. It was a worry for the party when we first got in.... 
say from the forties. After the war, Communism was a great thing, and there 
was a lot of McCarthyism went on then. If you were a Labor man you were a 
Communist. And it had its effect this way: that there was a lot of migrants 
coming out from countries where Communism had treated them badly - like 
Poland and those places - and they carried on and they thought the Labor 
Party was part of the Communists, and we had great trouble convincing them 
that we weren't anything to do with Communism. As a matter of fact, if you 
were a Communist you weren't allowed to join the Labor Party. But of course, 
them not knowing our habits, our deeds and our language, it meant nothing to 
them. So it was a big thing after the war till the early or middle fifties. It doesn't 
matter what you did, if you did it to someone's dislike, you were a Communist. 

CF How did you yourself feel about the Communist Party? 

STUBBS Well, to be honest I didn't have anything to do with the 
Communist Party. When I say that, perhaps that couldn't be right. There was 
a couple of chaps on the mine when I worked at Norseman were supposed to 
be Communists, but they didn't flout it; I don't ever remember them preaching 
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to anyone. But there were three chaps in the town, they were good citizens - 
or two of them were, the other one had a bit of a reputation, not as a villain or 
anything, just a bit of a reputation in the town - but they didn't worry anyone. 
So I personally had no problem with Communists because I didn't mix with 
them, didn't know anything about them. 

You asked me about Communists, there was one chap there who belonged to 
the crowd of Communists, he used to preach Communism but he never 
preached it to me because I never came into his company. He had a 
nickname; they called him Old Faithful. Old Faithful lived in an open cut with 
his wife and two or three kids, and he also had a partner. He sold his wife to 
this partner for a couple of tyres for his utility. It's a true story because all the 
people in Norseman at the time knew about it and that's why he got his 
nickname - Old Faithful. But he used to get around the town in tattered 
clothes, wearing a hard hat and all that, but he never worked in the mines to 
my knowledge. But when the war broke out he went to Perth and he got a very 
good job in the Manpower Department in Perth, and instead of being a 
Communist with all these things that Communists are supposed to stand for, 
he finished up a red-hot Liberal, and all the people he knew in Norseman didn't 
get to first base with him for any favours. 

CF So you don't feel it was really a problem when the Tonkin 
Government got in? 

STUBBS Well I don't ever remember any problems with Communism. All I 
can remember in the late forties and early fifties was if you had anything to do 
with the Labor Party, everyone branded you a Communist, and also a lot of 
these migrants, as I said before, were scared stiff of Communism and they put 
the label on Labor. I think it didn't help us much either. 

CF What was the working relationship like between the political 
parties in Parliament, and has it changed? 

STUBBS Well I don't know whether it's changed now but I think there's a 
lot of antagonism now. When we were in there it wasn't too bad, although we 
got badly criticised and all that in Parliament, but outside of Parliament 
relations were pretty good. Some of the Liberals would come up and have a 
drink in the bar - not that I went to the bar very often. As we stopped for tea of 
a night, my friend, Eric Heenan the solicitor, the old man, we used to go in and 
we'd both have a sherry - just one each - then we'd go in and have our dinner. 
That's all I did with the bar. I never frequented the bar because there was one 
or two there that grog had the better of and I could see that they were going 
down hill. I won't say which party they belonged to but it wasn't doing them 
any good and wasn't doing their party any good. I made sure that the bar 
didn't get the better of me, so all I did was have this one drink with Eric and 
we'd go into dinner. I think our feelings were pretty good. What I did notice, 
though, was the Liberals, while the Country Party was part of their coalition, 
they hated each other. You'd talk to a Liberal and he'd run the Country Party 
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down to the lowest; you'd talk to a Country Party and he'd do the same about 
the Liberals. 

CF Once the Court Government got in, did the relationship between 
Labor and Liberal members change then? 

STUBBS I wouldn't know, but I think it changed after John Tonkin left. I 
didn't notice it change greatly, not in my time, but I think it has changed since. 
But it wasn't a problem. There was a certain understanding that you could talk 
to a Liberal or a Liberal can talk to you, you could discuss things, and whatever 
you said was never to be repeated in Parliament, never be used against one 
another, and almost everyone kept that. I do know one instance where it 
wasn't kept, but I would say that that would be rare. Everyone kept their word. 

CF Can you talk about that incident? 

STUBBS Yes, I can, it was me. I was talking to one of the Liberal chaps 
(he's a farmer from up the northern wheatbelt). He came actually from a Labor 
background. In the early days his family was Labor, but being a farmer he 
thought he had to be a Liberal. That's fair enough, that's his choice. But we 
talked about a matter (this was supposed to be confidential), and I, as minister, 
gave him a bit of confidential advice, thinking that he'd keep the word that 
existed over many years, but when we got in Parliament he quoted the words I 
said. He was taken to task, I might say, by the Liberal Party for breaking this 
understanding. 

CF What was it about Claude? 

STUBBS Oh that's too long ago, I can't remember. All I remember, he 
broke the rule, the understanding. 

CF And what was your relationship like with the women in 
Parliament? 

STUBBS With the women? 

CF Yes, the women parliamentarians. 

STUBBS Well, when I first went in there was only one woman there; that's 
Ruby Hutchison. She was very courageous and they pilloried her, they gave 
her a bad time, but she stood up to them. I remember once she was criticising 
the Libs and she was brought to order by the President and she still persisted. 
The Liberals moved to get her removed from Parliament and she was shown to 
the door and she turned around and she said to them, "I mean every word I 
said!" when she walked out the door. But Ruby was very courageous and they 
did some frightful things to her. 

CF What sort of things? 
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STUBBS Well for a start they accused her of something to do with a rented 
house she owned. I can't remember the details now but give me time and I will 
- but they accused her of that and it wasn't true. She was a great 
humanitarian. She was in various societies to help people. Then later on a 
woman came in; when Jerry Dolan retired this woman came in, so there was 
two Labor women there. 

CF So there was Lyla Elliott? 

STUBBS Lyla Elliott, yes, she came in, but after she went there was this 
other woman, Grace Vaughan. The women that I remember was firstly Ruby, 
then Lyla Elliott (Lyla Elliott used to be Chamberlain's secretary), and then 
there was Grace Vaughan. Grace Vaughan had university degrees, she was a 
very clever woman, but they tried to pillory her too. When she went to China 
on a trip, I remember she brought The Little Red Book back and she gave it to 
different ones and they brought it up where she'd donated $50 towards the 
Communist Party and all that was aired in Parliament. It's supposed to be a 
free country, you can do what you like, but you can't do as you like if someone 
wants to use it against you. There was also a couple of women later. There 
was a Country Party woman there at one stage, then there was a Liberal from 
up in the northern farming district. 

CF Do you think women members brought a different quality to the 
Parliament? 

STUBBS Oh yes, I think so. 

CF What? 

STUBBS I think they brought the women's point of view and I think they 
were much more understanding of people's problems. I don't think they carried 
any grudges like some of the members did - a few grudges. No, I think women 
in Parliament improved it. 

CF What do you mean by carrying grudges? 

STUBBS Well sometimes a man would get a real verbal walloping in 
Parliament and he didn't like it, it hurt his ego, and he carried a few grudges 
until he got over it. But I think women were able to ride that obstacle, or they 
didn't appear to worry about it anyhow, put it that way. 

CF Did those sorts of debates affect you? 

STUBBS No, I didn't have too many fights in Parliament I can remember 
about. I don't think I was greatly affected by anything. 

CF Claude, we've talked about the attitude of the Tonkin Government 
towards employment and how important it was - can you talk briefly about the 
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bauxite mining interest, because that was where you were threatened with 
censure from your own party? 

STUBBS Yes, if you're talking about bauxite mining. Before that, though, 
the Labor Government in 1958 released the first lot of ground in the Darling 
Ranges to prospect for bauxite; they encouraged it. But coming back to my 
problem, and also the problem of my fellow South-East Province member, Ron 
[Leeson] and I decided that we wouldn't support it. When I say "wouldn't 
support it", we wouldn't support the action against it because when we were in 
Government and we did support it, and having got out of Government I just 
couldn't let my conscience say that I couldn't support it having done so earlier, 
so therefore I said I was going to vote against it. I was reprimanded in Caucus 
and so was Ron Leeson. I think the leader used the words, "He was 
disappointed in us," but it didn't make any difference to me because I did what I 
thought was right. I supported the Government when we were in Government, 
I supported the Labor Party when we were in Opposition, but I think this went 
beyond the pale, so therefore..., and what's more I got a lot of letters from 
outside people that I never even knew, supporting my stance. 

CF I've read some of the debate about it in your memoirs, and Mr 
MacKinnon, who was on the Liberal side, said you were very brave to stand up 
and say how you honestly felt. Did you feel you were brave? 

STUBBS I didn't feel anything. No, I was never one to study histrionics in 
Parliament or use them - I just simply went my own little way. I was only a 
small brick in the building and I never pushed myself, I just did what I had to 
do. All my efforts and all my successes, I think was in my electorate, doing 
things for people. As a matter of fact there's a monument up in Norseman to 
that effect now. They've got a building up there that's called the RHC Stubbs 
Medical Centre, and it's named after me for my efforts for helping people in 
Norseman over the years. I also got acknowledgment from one of the places I 
used to represent when it was taken away from me in redistribution. They put 
on a get-together and a concert and invited me down and presented me with a 
satchel, some flowers for my wife, a bouquet, and a bottle of champagne for 
my services to them. 

CF This was the Scaddan group, the group at Scaddan. 

STUBBS Yes. 

CF Did that redistribution make it difficult for you, or easier? 

STUBBS Yes, when the redistribution came I lost Esperance and other 
parts, and I inherited Kuhn, Kondinin, Narembeen and all around there that I 
never had before. That was absolutely a farming area, and for some reason or 
other the farmers don't support Labor so I lost a lot of votes in the Salmon 
Gums down to Esperance area, I lost a lot of good votes there, and I also didn't 
gain any in the other place. 
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CF On the issue of the bauxite mining, do you feel you were disloyal 
to the party in any way? 

STUBBS No, I don't think so, and I certainly wasn't going to be disloyal to 
my conscience. 

CF So what's your view on the conscience vote, on crossing the 
floor? 

STUBBS Well you're supposed to follow the party line, but I think you have 
to live with your conscience, that's the main thing. That's the only problem I 
ever had with it for all the years I was there. I did differ from John Tonkin on 
the fluoride, but we had no policy on fluoride and everyone had a free vote. 
But most of them followed John out of loyalty, not out of plain commonsense. 

CF What did you think about the fluoride? 

STUBBS I was all for it, and I'm still all for it. But I differed from him, and 
John, John was a very tough character and he didn't like to get beaten. He 
used to send these people along to try and talk me into fluoride, and some of 
the scarecrows he sent along would put you off fluoride. If they were 
intelligentsia, well I'm a genius. Anyhow they didn't alter my mind. I might be 
just as tough a mind as him, too. 

CF So who did he actually send to see you? Were they civil servants 
or....? 

STUBBS Oh no, no, some of these people against fluoride - and I tell you 
they looked pretty weird some of them. 

CF Did you find it difficult to stick to your guns in that sense? 

STUBBS No. Well they sent these people, but I listened to them out of 
courtesy to John, but it didn't make one difference. 

CF And did he come along and speak to you himself? 

STUBBS Oh he did earlier, but he found he was wasting his time. He gave 
it away and sent these scarecrows along; that's what I call them - scarecrows - 
because they really looked like it, some of them. 

CF Claude, you probably understood more about fluoride because 
you'd been a health inspector as well. Your concerns with health spilled over 
into your desire to provide doctors for the country, too. How did you go about 
that? 

STUBBS Actually what worried me originally was that I represented a 
mining industry, and in the town I lived in there was about 3500 people, and lot 
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of them were miners, and miners are noted for serious injuries and there was 
no doctor. The nearest they could get was the Flying Doctor at times, or a 
doctor would come through once a month. I thought that wasn't good enough 
for a mining town. So I tried to get doctors there without success. One or two 
came up and looked but the facilities weren't there for their kids and that sort of 
thing, or some excuse, but we did have a high school, we had a swimming pool 
in the town, there were the usual amenities, but I think what frightened most of 
them was that their kids were growing up and later when they wanted to go to 
university they had to establish a base in the city. 

Anyhow I was friendly with a doctor in the city and he used to go to Singapore 
quite often. We talked about doctors and I asked him could he get any fully 
qualified doctors would want to come to Australia, and he said yes, he thought 
he could do it for me. I said, "Well if you can get a doctor, get a dentist too!" 
He went there and he got a doctor and a dentist, and they were both fully 
qualified - as [well] qualified as any of our own from the Singapore University, 
which had a very good reputation. So they were available and the next thing I 
went to the council and I asked them, I said, "I can get you a doctor and a 
dentist. You'll have to guarantee a certain amount of money." (I think it was 
twenty thousand) I said, "If he doesn't make that much money, you'll make up 
the difference." They agreed and also agreed with the dentist. They had to 
equip his surgery as he wanted it. 

Anyhow the doctor arrived and so did the dentist and they set up practice in 
Norseman. They both guaranteed to stay a certain time - which they did - and 
not only that they stayed longer. Then the dentist went to Kalgoorlie and the 
other doctor came to Perth. They'd fulfilled their agreement right to the letter; 
they stayed longer than they said they would. Anyhow by that time they were 
able to get a doctor or two in Norseman at different times - they'd come and go, 
but at least there was a doctor. I got a request later on for a doctor for a 
municipality down the south west and I made inquiries through the doctor and 
dentist I knew. I got a husband and wife team. They came over; they were 
both doctors. They stayed and saw out their contract and then they went to 
another town and set up and they're still in West Australia. They've reared 
their family, their kids call themselves Australians now. 

END OF TAPE FIVE SIDE B 
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CF Claude what were your political ambitions in the party? Did you 
have any? 

STUBBS No, I don't think I did have great ambitions; I just wanted to go 
along. Actually, how I became a member of Parliament was that they had a 
chap up in Kalgoorlie that held the seat for the Liberals in what was then 
considered an all Labor atmosphere, and they had put a couple of people up 
against him and he beat them and they were looked on as mediocre opponents 
for him so they wanted someone else that had some standing in the 
community to oppose him and they asked me. While I was secretary of the 
ALP at Norseman for ten years, I never really had ambitions for myself. I used 
to help the party at elections, do everything I could to further the help to all 
members. Someone must have put my name before them because the 
secretary of the Eastern Goldfields District Council came down to Norseman 
once to see me and suggested that I put up for the selection ballot to oppose a 
member named Cunningham. 

Cunningham was looked upon as a pretty hard opponent. He had been Mayor 
of Boulder and he had been in and out of Parliament as the Liberal candidate 
and they wanted someone that had a bit of standing and they knew I was in 
almost everything in Norseman and so I was approached. I said I was getting 
a bit old for politics, and they told me that if I put up and won that I could stay 
as long as I liked and never be opposed. Anyhow, I thought it over and I said, 
"All right then, I'll submit my name for the selection ballot," which I did. There 
was two other candidates besides myself, and we selected our names. In 
those days a paid up member of a union had a vote and the idea was to get a 
pamphlet together telling them all about yourself and distribute it amongst the 
union movement. I did that and I won the selection ballot in 1961. 

CF But Claude, once you got into Parliament, did you have any 
ambition for any particular portfolio or any place in the party? 

STUBBS I did not. I never even thought of it, I was that wrapped up in the 
work, which meant a lot of travelling. Having such a big electorate and having 
to do all the letter writing and that myself; we didn't have secretaries in those 
days or electorate officers, we had to do it all ourselves. So I was flat out doing 
the work around my electorate and I had no ambitions. When we won 
Parliament in 1971, the process was Caucus selected the candidates, they had 
the votes, and apart from electing the leader in each House and the leader in 
the Assembly (who was Deputy Premier), they then went ahead and elected all 
the Legislative Assembly members first. They had nine in the Assembly to 
elect and three in the Council, and of course, having elected the leader there's 
two others in the Council to be elected, but they were the last two to come up. 
I didn't ask anyone to vote for me, I just went ahead never thinking that I'd get 
the vote, which I did. I was the twelfth one of the Cabinet elected and I didn't 
try to influence anyone at all. I was as much surprised myself as anyone else 
when Igot the vote. 
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After that, the Premier of the day elects the member's portfolio and I was given 
Local Government and Chief Secretary and I just went to work on those and 
tried to do my best. But ambition - no, I don't think so. I always thought I might 
have been a bit too old for anything like that. 

CF But the year that you were in, the Government was quite an 
elderly Government in the sense. 

STUBBS Yes. 

CF Do you think that was seen as a problem for the Government? 

STUBBS No I don't think so. I think it was seen as an advantage because 
some of the elderly chaps were well known in the community. One was Jerry 
Dolan; he was a champion footballer and a champion coach and held in high 
esteem all over West Australia - even Australia - and he was an educated man, 
a schoolteacher. And John Tonkin, he was a very wise man. He was very 
popular in the community. He had been in Government before in the Hawke 
Government, Bert Hawke Government. He was held in high esteem. They 
called him "Old Honest John" and I think he earned the title. 

CF How did the media treat your Government as opposed to what we 
see now? There's a lot of media coverage of everything. 

STUBBS I don't think we got a bad time; I think they treated us fairly well. I 
can't remember anything adverse happening. I mean, in the walk of life there's 
a lot of things happening that you don't agree with or you don't want to. The 
only thing I didn't like about the media, they woke you up at four o'clock in the 
morning sometimes to ask you about things that they wanted to get in the six 
or seven o'clock news. 

CF Was there any agreement with the media not to do that? 

STUBBS No, I had no agreement. I don't know about anyone else; I don't 
think so. I think the media went their own way. But they had some pretty good 
chaps in the media in those days. One was Smith; he's now manager of the 
Sunday Times - or was. He was a very level-headed chap. He didn't try to pull 
any tricks on you. He'd ask a direct question and that was all right, and I think 
he wrote up things pretty honestly. 

CF For example, recently there's been a lot of media coverage about 
John Howard and some commentators on ABC Radio feel that he's getting a 
bit ofa hard time. 

STUBBS Well, I think they're giving him a pretty good time to what they 
gave our previous Prime Minister - they gave him the hardest time of anyone. I 
don't think the West Australian media of those days was as vicious as the 
Eastern States' media. I mean, you can only go back to the days of Murphy - 
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look how they slaughtered him, and before that others. Look how they trailed 
that woman that was a Cabinet member. No, I think the media were pretty 
good actually in my time. I've got no complaints. 

CF Were you taught how to deal with the media, because I know that 
recently Governments have lectures on how to speak to the media, how to be 
in public? 

STUBBS No, nothing at all. The only first suggestion of that was when 
Brian Burke came in and he tried to talk about giving lessons to the media, but 
nothing eventuated. He came in late. He wasn't in the original Government - 
he wasn't in Government at all. He was a member of Caucus - like everyone 
has their say in Caucus - he suggested it but no-one took it up very 
enthusiastically. No, I think you'd go your own way in my day. 

There's one nasty incident I'm not very happy about the media. We were 
sitting late hours, long hours, and my wife was very ill at the time, and I came 
home about, oh, after tea at night, about eight o'clock, and she wasn't well. It 
was summer time and I said, "Come on, I'll take you for a drive up in the hills 
and get a bit of fresh air and get you out of the house," which I did. He rang 
and I wasn't here. He complained that I wasn't available, and that made me 
mad because I'd always been available and just because I went out with my 
wife once when she was ill.... I rang the head of the ABC (he was an ABC 
reporter) and I told him what I thought of that 'B' and I told him in good, 
colourful Goldfields language. 

CF Can you repeat any of it? 

STUBBS I don't think I should. [laughter] 

CF How much did being a parliamentarian interfere with family life? 

STUBBS Oh well, I think it's where you live. I mean, I don't think it 
interferes greatly if you're in the city or close to the city, but if you live on the 
outskirts.... like Norseman is the gateway to the Nullarbor Plain; it's as far away 
as you can get. Then of course Kalgoorlie.... I used to operate from 
Norseman because I lived there but, I mean, before you got to anywhere it had 
to be Kalgoorlie. What I hated most about travelling was you could never meet 
anyone except in the hotels, and it meant a bit of drinking. While I'm no 
wowser and I like a drink, sometimes if you didn't watch yourself you could 
have one too many. I was never a boozer or anything like that, although 
no-one likes a drink better than I do. But that's one of the disadvantages and I 
think if you didn't go to the pub you'd never meet anyone. 

CF Did your wife ever complain about your job? 
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STUBBS No, no. The only thing she ever said to me when I came home 
was 'Thank God you're home for a while." That's about all, she never 
complained, but I know she didn't like it. 

CF And what about your children? 

STUBBS It didn't make much difference to them because they were 
virtually grown-up. John was at university down here and Judith was at school 
teaching at Merredin when I put up for the selection ballot, and she was in 
Merredin a little while after. Jamie, he was working in Norseman. I don't think 
it made much [difference]. They were enthusiastic and backed me, but I don't 
think it made a great difference to them. 

CF Claude, before you got into Government you went on a tour of 
the mines in Europe in 1970 - can you tell me how that came about? 

STUBBS Well, the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association selects a 
couple of people every year from each Parliament to travel for any project they 
think fit, or any project you put to them, and I was elected by the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Committee to travel to see about nickel and 
noise and what was doing in other countries. Nickel was found in Kalgoorlie 
and mines were being developed and there was little known about nickel 
because there was no history of nickel in Western Australia, and the 
Parliamentary Association wanted to know more about it. Me having a mining 
background probably stood me in good stead. And in Parliament I used to 
chase up noise control. I was the only one advocating something to be done 
about noise and how it affects people because, having a mining background, I 
know how many men are deaf through the noise of machines and of course I 
crusaded on that because it affected me as well. So I put noise in and nickel, 
and also other features. 

So I got the nod and I put in an itinerary and I travelled firstly to Noumea in 
New Caledonia, that's where the big nickel treatment works is, and I went up 
into the mountains where the nickel is mined. I put in time there - do you want 
the details of it? Well, one of the leading places outside of Canada was New 
Caledonia. They had a higher grade of nickel in the ore, which was a different 
ore. It was a type of laterite that had to be crushed and then sent to Le Havre 
in France where they had the refinery. It's different this way, that in Canada it's 
not an oxide like New Caledonia. It has to be crushed, concentrated, treated 
into briquettes and then sent to the roasters and the refinery; it's a different 
process altogether. 

Anyhow, I was very intrigued with the French, the way they were treating this 
type of ore. I was also intrigued with the way they were mining it in the 
mountains; they were mainly mining it not too deeply. It was a flat type of 
laterite, not too deep, and it was simply mined and put on belts and taken to 
the ships in the harbour. One conveyor belt when I was there was thirteen 
miles long, which in those days was something great, but like everything 
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they're much longer today. They went straight into the hold of the ship and the 
ships took the ore straight down to the treatment plant in Noumea. 

CF Were there any benefits that you felt you gained for Western 
Australia, any understandings that changed nickel mining? 

STUBBS Well I put a lot of suggestions in my report but I don't know 
whether it ever happened; I think it's like all reports, they gather a bit of dust. I 
went to the nickel mines in Canada and saw their treatment at the International 
Nickel and another mine there. I then went to England, went to the Welsh 
refineries where they treated the nickel in a different type of atmosphere. They 
treated the nickel there in an atmosphere of carbon monoxide, and the little 
nickel balls travelled around till they were growing skins on them like onions till 
they reached a certain weight and they dropped out of circulation. Then I went 
to France and Germany, and looked at the nickel treatment plants in Finland. 
Also, while I was in Canada, I followed up the latest on noise. I wanted to see 
if noise could be controlled - and it could be. I found that they were controlling 
noise very, very well - something we'd never done in West Australia or 
Australia - and I was very impressed with it. I put it in my report but I don't 
think much was done about it. 

CF You said earlier to me that you were very concerned about 
compensation for miners. Was deafness part of compensation? 

STUBBS No it wasn't unfortunately. The only way you could get 
compensation for your ear was if you damaged your ear or injured your ear 
working in the mine, but deafness wasn't on the compensation list then, it 
wasn't recognised. It was very hard to get it recognised. Now it is, I think, but 
that's after I've gone. There's hundreds of men in the now are stone deaf 
through the noise of the machines. You see, especially on the old time 
machines, you were standing next to them all day. Your ear was quite close to 
the machines and they were air driven and they made a lot of noise. 

CF Because you've also represented widows whose husbands died 
of silicosis, trying to determine or get a pension for them, how successful do 
you think you were in creating an awareness amongst your colleagues of the 
problems of silicosis? 

STUBBS Well I don't know whether I created an awareness, because 
people on the were well aware of the situation; you could see it every day 
there. Men with silicosis finding it hard to breathe and in an advanced stage, 
and it took them all their time to walk along the streets, some of them, so it was 
obvious to anyone in the Goldfields the effects of silicosis. 

CF Did you ever take up the asbestos problems of miners as well 
during that time? 
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STUBBS Well anything that would assist the miner I took up all the time. 
But coming back to silicosis, you asked me about representing widows - I did 
actually represent three in one day once. They had a court with a magistrate, 
a worker's representative and a Chamber of Mines representative, and I put 
the cases of three widows in one day. I'm glad to say I got each case through, 
and each widow got paid, and each widow bought a house, and each widow 
had never had a house over their head they owned before, and each one 
bought a house in Perth. One bought a house in Mt Hawthorn, one bought a 
house in Inglewood and one bought a house in lnnaloo, and I was able to help 
them that way. I even helped them negotiate the business with a bank 
manager I knew who used to be in Norseman. I got his assistance and he 
helped to handle the money part of it for them through the bank. Everything 
was done beautifully and smoothly. But I had had cases before, single cases 
at a time, where I got compensation for widows, and I also got lots of 
compensation for men that were turned down and they wanted their 
compensation and I was successful in getting that. 

CF Would they come and ask you themselves or would you seek 
them out? 

STUBBS Oh no, I never sought anyone out. I think I started to get a bit of 
a reputation of being able to do things from a compensation point of view and I 
wasn't short of people asking me. Everywhere I'd go I would get a request. I 
even got a request once from a chap living in New Zealand, and he got his 
compo, too. He had a percentage of silicosis and it was on record so it wasn't 
hard. 

CF Was there ever any conflicts between the Minister for Mines and 
yourself over this matter? 

STUBBS No, never. 

CF Did you discuss it with him? 

STUBBS No, I just went my own way. Before I got in as a minister I don't 
think I even worried about the Minister for Mines, I just went on my own little 
way, I never even thought of it. But when we came into Government and I was 
a minister, well, I just went on with it again. He knew and didn't worry. He was 
a pretty good minister, Don May. 

CF What made him a good Minister for Mines? 

STUBBS Because he had a bit of nous, bit of brains, and also he was 
brought up in Collie. His father was a member of Parliament for many, many 
years, and Don had the bug in his blood and he put up and he got in and he 
was a very good minister, I thought. 
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CF What do you think was your best achievement while you were in 
Parliament, personally? 

STUBBS Oh, that's hard to say. I don't think I broke any records for 
anything. I had the most unglamorous portfolios. 

CF But what gave you the most satisfaction? 

STUBBS You asked me about what I achieved in Parliament - well I don't 
think I achieved that much. I mean, my portfolios were terribly unglamorous 
and anything I'd do wouldn't appeal to the voters; I don't think it got me one 
more vote - probably got me a lot less. I think I was much happier with what I 
did outside of Parliament, helping people, and I did gain a big reputation for 
that because there was always people coming to see me about their 
grievances - be it silicosis or anything - and I was able to solve most of their 
problems, I'm glad to say. 

CF So did you view yourself as a real hands-on minister, or a 
hands-on parliamentarian? 

STUBBS I think I did, yes. And what I did in Parliament, I researched 
everything beforehand and I think that helped me a lot because if you were a 
bit lax on that sort of thing, the Opposition seizes on it and they crucify you. I 
did have a bad time on a few things, but I think that was more them puffing on 
a show for the sake of puffing on a show than any conviction. 

END OF TAPE SIX SIDE A 
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CF Do you remember what those things were that they got at you 
about? 

STUBBS Oh well, everything that they could, but the simple little thing of 
bringing in bingo. They accused me of assisting betting and I was called the 
"Gambling King" and all this sort of thing. It didn't worry me too much but it 
allowed them to let off a bit of steam. I think par for the course really was to 
make it bad for every member of Parliament, because you've got to remember 
in the upper House there's only three ministers, and each of those three 
ministers had to represent three ministers in the Legislative Assembly and you 
had to do their work and you took all their punishment. Also, if they thought 
you didn't have control or know what you were doing, they really put questions 
at you left, right and centre. I made sure that when they sent a Bill up to me to 
go through that they had it well documented so I could answer every question. 
When you can do that you tame them. 

CF Were there ever any political victories that you felt you'd got 
against them? 

STUBBS Well, it's hard to get a political victory when you're outnumbered. 
The hard fact of Parliament is if you haven't got the numbers you don't win. It 
doesn't matter how good your case is or anything, if you haven't got those 
numbers at the final election, well you don't win. A lot of Labor's victories in the 
Council were simply through compromise. We always had the philosophy that 
if you put all your eggs in the one basket you don't win. If you're prepared to 
compromise, the Bill is on the Statute book and then you can later have a go at 
amending it later [tape malfunction] you got no chance of winning. 

CF [Tape malfunction] [Was it difficult] to come to terms with having 
to be so compromising? 

STUBBS Yes, it was because you knew the merits of your case, but you 
also knew that it was part of their plan not to let anything through. People only 
have to look at the 1971/72 and '73 Hansards to see how many Bills they threw 
out; and then look the year before and the year after and you'll find there's 
about three, and that's said to them because they didn't want them. 

CF Would that have been the most frustrating thing of being a 
parliamentarian - not being able to achieve what you needed to? 

STUBBS Oh yes. I mean, I was there for 18 years, and for 18 years you 
put up with this frustration. You knew you couldn't win at all, and while you'd 
liked to have done better, if they said you weren't going to win, you didn't win 
because they had the numbers and they were pretty ruthless at times. I mean 
daylight savings was one: I've never heard so much trollop and wallop brought 
up by them about cows not giving milk because they have to wake up an hour 
earlier, and the kids going to school, and the roosters going mad because 
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they're up an hour earlier, and all this rot. I mean, if anyone's a reader of 
Parliament they'll read a lot of drivel that grown men put into Parliament. 

When I tried to introduce dog racing one man came up with the idea that all the 
dogs in West Australia would suffer from hydatid worms because they'd get the 
disease and they'd pass it on to the farm dogs, and all that rot, and that's 25 
years ago and I haven't heard of a dog yet that's got hydatid - especially a 
greyhound, they're too well cared for. But that sort of rot.... If people had them 
[greyhounds] in the neighbourhood they'll howl and keep people awake - and 
that comes from grown men. Tripe! 

CF Was there any improvement in the debate once they got back in 
power? 

STUBBS Oh well, it was again whatever you said was worthless and 
useless because they took no notice - you'd be ignored. They had the 
numbers. One of the hard facts of Parliament is if you haven't got the numbers 
you don't win. Merit doesn't come into it; numbers is the main thing. Actually 
in 1965 they altered the standing of Legislative Council, mainly because Labor 
was starting to win seats over the years and it was getting close to being even, 
and in 1965 they altered the whole franchise: they made it compulsory for 
elections. Before that it wasn't compulsory in the Legislative Council, and it 
was also a House where it was a property vote. If you were ordinary Joe Blow 
you couldn't have a vote; you had to hold property or be an occupier of a place 
and it wasn't compulsory. One of the features of their adverts.... The 
Legislative Council was voted for on a different day, and one of the Liberals' 
features was "Voting is not compulsory," - had it in an obvious place. On a 
Saturday if a bloke wanted to go to the football and he knew he didn't have to 
vote, he'd go to the football and wouldn't vote. That's how it was. The 
percentage of voting was very low. 

CF How did you feel about that? 

STUBBS Well I felt it could've been overcome with a lot of work. I put a lot 
of work into it and I overcame it in my electorate. I got a lot of people on the 
roll. Not being compulsory, people didn't bother to get on the roll. In my 
electorate I went around and I found they were eligible because of occupying 
property or something like that and I got them on the roll, and it paid dividends. 
I think if some of our people had've got off their tails and done that they'd have 
done a lot better. See, once you're on a municipality roll and you're a 
ratepayer and a property occupier, in those days you were allowed to get on 
the Legislative Council roll. I was amazed at the people who were eligible to 
vote who weren't on the roll. I went from house to house in my electorate each 
night after I knocked off work for about an hour, and my daughter Judith did the 
same when she was home on holidays, and we got people on the roll. Then I 
went down to Merredin and different places like that and did the same. It paid 
dividends: I got in. 
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CF Do you think that people just didn't understand or was it apathy? 

STUBBS Well I think apathy, and also the timing of elections. It was 
usually in the football season and in those days the local teams used to draw 
big crowds. Most of the voting was in Perth, and I think that's the reason. So 
when it became compulsory (it was brought in by the Liberals) people had to 
attend then and they voted at the same time.....Then they brought the election 
in the same time as the ordinary elections and people had to vote for both 
Houses then. Until then we were gaining ground. Also, they increased the 
upper House and the lower House in members as well. See when I went in 
there was 30 members of the Legislative Council and 50 members of the 
Assembly. In the Legislative Council there was ten provinces of three 
members each - each one having a different two-year vote. You were in for six 
years but every two years there was a vote for another man to come back in. 
That was eliminated in 1965. 

CF And do you think that altered the whole attitude and the whole 
behaviour within the Parliament? 

STUBBS I don't know, actually. The behaviour..., in what sense do you 
mean? 

CF In terms of people being more committed or.... 

STUBBS No, I don't think so; every man had a commitment, I think. My 
experience of members of Parliament in those days was they were hard 
workers; they had to be. If you could type you did your own typing, but I 
couldn't type, I used to write by hand. As I told you before they had typists 
there but you'd wait a week for your typing. And travel sometimes was pretty 
hard. You still had to travel a bit by train when I first got in, and you were 
hanging around stations waiting to get into goods trains to somehow go from A 
to B. 

CF Do you feel that the benefits that are now given to 
parliamentarians in terms of travel allowances and facilities has improved their 
work - the way they work and how they are? 

STUBBS Well I don't know about that, but in my day we didn't have an 
imprest account for travel; that was all brought in after I left. I think that was 
first brought in by the Burke Government. So many were allowed to travel 
each year and you made an application to the Premier of the day and you were 
allocated a certain amount of money, which wasn't over-generous. I can't 
judge the parliamentarians of today, but all I can say is parliamentarians have 
got a bad name for non-work, but in my day I think every one was a good 
worker. I think every one on both sides was dedicated and tried to do their 
best, but I don't want to sit in judgment on the ones today because I don't know 
enough about it. 
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CF At the time that you were a minister the Whitlam Government was 
also in. The Whitlam Government was seen as radical and different. Was 
there a real contrast between the Tonkin Government and the Whitlam 
Government in belief? 

STUBBS I think so, yes. 

CF Can you describe what you felt it was? 

STUBBS I was once asked by someone about members of Parliament in 
the Labor Party and some of the way-out people supporting Labor, and I 
answered this: I said "There's nothing wrong with the Labor Party, it's the 
bastards that get in it." And I think the same today. Whitlam had two or three 
very good ministers, but he had two or three radicals that embarrassed the 
Government the whole time they were in, and I think that was the undoing of 
the Whitlam Government. I mean, there's no use mentioning names because 
people know themselves, especially the old-timers, but in my language I'd call 
some of them cranks - and cranks of the highest order. I think a lot of them 
bring their own agenda in and not adhere to the Labor principles. 

CF Which are? 

STUBBS Well, as laid down by Labor. What I'm trying to say is they were 
putting their own agenda into some things. 

CF But what did you see as the Labor principles? 

STUBBS Well, whatever the Labor platform was. It was pretty 
straightforward and pretty honest and I can't give you word by word now, but I 
thought if they'd have adhered to that instead of bringing some of their own 
agenda in, things would've been much better. 

CF You can consider that and talk to me later about it. But say, for 
example, a minister like Don Chipp, who was also Minister for Censorship, just 
as you were in Western Australia, did your views differ markedly from his? 

STUBBS No, I don't think that much. He seemed to have control of that 
portfolio at the time, I thought. His views at the time were much the same as 
Labor views. The Labor views were if you were 18 and over, you were entitled 
to look at what you think, and read what you think. The important thing is that 
you are at liberty to do it, but don't inflict it on anyone else; at any time if they 
didn't want to participate or hear anything, well don't inflict your views on them, 
and certainly don't inflict them on young people. 

CF Were you involved in much discussion with him in any sort of 
close working relationship at all? 
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STUBBS No. We used to go to the conferences and we'd sit around and 
each State would put their point of view, but that was mainly our point of view. 
Some of them, like the old Bjelke-Petersen crowd, they were very conservative. 
I don't think they would've allowed you to look at a comic book. 

CF Tom Uren was also in Local Government federally - did you work 
on any committees with Tom Uren? 

STUBBS Yes. We didn't have many meetings, only a couple I think, but 
there was a bit of correspondence amongst us. Tom Uren was Minister for 
Local Government in the Whitlam Government. Actually, what happened, he 
approached the Premier of each State to nominate someone to go on his 
committee, and mostly in every State the Minister for Local Government was 
the one that went on his committee, and you could make recommendations. 
Most of my experience with him was through correspondence, although I did 
meet him a few times. 

CF When the Tonkin Government was opposing the Court 
Government in that election, did you feel that there was any federal assistance 
then? 

STUBBS That was after our first term? Yes, I did. I can't remember what 
the thing was, I think it was something to do with the farmers or something, but 
it was right on election time, approaching our election, and I think that it made 
the difference; we lost a lot of votes through that. That comes back to what 
you asked me earlier about the calibre of some of the men in Whitlam's 
Government. I think if nous was put out they must have been behind the door. 
We got beaten by one seat when Court got in, and I think it was through the 
efforts of that particular minister in the Whitlam Government. 

I don't think Whitlam himself ever did anything that hurt us; we got the hurts 
from some of his ministers. They aired their views and they didn't give a damn 
what was coming up or anything like that, not having a lot of experience in 
being ministers because Labor was out of office that long that not one of them, 
except one, had ministerial experience. 

CF Was your Government confident of winning that election? 

STUBBS Oh no. We knew it was going to be a cliffhanger. You see, 
different things were against us that time. The unemployment position was 
worse in Australia and it did affect West Australia. All these things seemed to 
come at once, and while Tonkin was popular and I think a lot of his ministers 
were popular, I think those little things all added together made the difference. 
I'm sure we would've got back if they hadn't have occurred, and I'm sure we 
could've done a lot better had we have got back the second time because a bit 
more money was becoming available to us. 
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In the first Government we didn't have any money the first 18 months because 
we inherited quite a big deficit. It was only the last 18 months we were able to 
do a few things. Had we been able to do a few things in the three years we 
could've become a lot more popular. 

CF So you think that it was that it was that lack of funding that 
lowered your popularity in a way? 

STUBBS Well we weren't appearing to be doing anything because funds 
were that low and you wanted money. I tried to bring in the Local Government 
assistance Plan (which I did do) to help different local governments which were 
battling and wanted certain things done, but all I had was $500 000. I did the 
best I could and it was received very well by all the municipalities because if 
they had some little job they wanted to do and they couldn't afford it out of their 
funds, they were able to do it. But I'd have rather had a budget of $5 million 
and I could've done much more. That's just one little instance. But it was 
received very well, and since then I think it's.... I've lost all track of it now 
because I haven't followed it but I think it's a much bigger budget now than it 
was then. I also wrote to Whitlam to that effect too, when they got in, that there 
were certain things needed, and I had the satisfaction that Tom Uren carried 
them out. 

CF How important for the Labor Party was the leader? Were you 
seen in terms of the leader or in terms of a group - the Labor Party? 

STUBBS Well in our time most of the statements were made by the leader, 
and therefore everything was around him. Old Charlie Court was a very 
formidable opponent and he had just as formidable an opponent in John 
Tonkin because John had the expertise. He was also an accountant, the same 
as old Charlie was. I should say Sir Charles Court, but we used to call him "old 
Charlie." It wasn't any nastiness, I think it was in terms of endearment really. 

CF [laughs] What did you think about Charles Court? 

STUBBS What did I think about him? 

CF Yes. 

STUBBS Well that's hard to say because I actually had nothing to do with 
him. He was in the Legislative Assembly and I was in the Council. We didn't 
mix. All I'd see was him was coming in at meal time. He'd walk in and join his 
own crowd where he was sitting. That's about all I had to do with him. 

CF Did the Liberal Party change once he took control? Was there a 
real shift, once he took control and had power, in the Liberal Party and Labor 
Party relations? 
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STUBBS I don't think so. See I don't know, but I think he was a 
disciplinarian and I think he ruled them pretty tight. I mean, all we found out 
about him was from the Country Party chaps. They used to tell us about 
different things. They did tell a story about one leader..., actually two of their 
leaders had scraps with him and come off second best. I'm not going to 
mention names but one was about a leader that decided that his party didn't 
want that and they threatened to pull out [of the Coalition], and he [Court] 
called their bluff and they didn't pull out. The chap that told me, who was a 
Country Party backbencher, he said the reason they didn't pull out was they 
didn't want the big, black, flash cars to be lost, he said, and the little bits of 
perks that went with the minister. 

CF When you stopped being a minister, did you miss any of those 
perks? 

STUBBS Well, I don't know whether there were any perks that I got! I can't 
remember any perks. I think all the perks have come after. All we got was our 
salary plus our electorate allowance, and all that was fixed by the Board that's 
elected for it. 

CF Once Tonkin had lost, was there a sense of the party wanting him 
to not be the leader or wanting a change? 

STUBBS No, I don't think John Tonkin was ever in trouble, never. If he 
was, I never heard about it. I think everyone spoke very affectionately about 
old John, yes. 

CF So he never really had any troubles at all? 

STUBBS No. The deputy leader, Herbie Graham, he left pretty soon after; 
he went to the Licensing Court. He was the only one that could've challenged 
him and I never heard a false word out of Herbie Graham; I don't think he ever 
had any ambition. I think he'd have liked to have been Premier -1 suppose 
every old boy in Parliament would - but I don't ever remember him expressing 
it. He was always as loyal as one thing to old John, and so was everyone else. 
All this fighting and squabbling and takeovers and all that, that's all happened 
since I left Parliament, so I never experienced any of it. 

CF But when Tonkin decided to go, was there any conflict then about 
who would be leader? 

STUBBS Well, as far as I can remember, Cohn Jamieson was the leader 
and he didn't seem to click with the public for some reason or other. I 
remember they even did his hair differently to try and give him a better 
appearance in public, but for some reason or other he just didn't click. He 
didn't get good press, and yet I would say there wouldn't be a harder worker. 
But then again, he was challenged by Ron Davies, and Ron was there, I think, 
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till I left. After, I think Brian Burke challenged him, and that's when all the 
young people came in and took over. 

END OF TAPE SIX SIDE B 
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CF Claude you wanted to talk about Bill Hassell, what you 
remembered about him - can you tell me what you thought about him? 

STUBBS [laughter] I didn't have a lot to do with Bill Hassell - actually I had 
nothing to do with him; he was in the Legislative Assembly and I was in the 
Council. I think he came in in 1977 and I went out in 1980, and all I know 
about him is what they used to say in the corridor. The corridor is a place 
where you'd have a cup of tea at morning tea or something, and different ones 
would come up and talk to you - both the Opposition and the Country Party and 
that, and the Liberals, because there was an understanding that whatever you 
talked about in the corridors wasn't to be brought up in Parliament. But some 
of the Liberals used to talk about him as though he was a little bit eccentric. I 
don't know whether he was or not because, as I say, I had nothing to do with 
him, but I do know he had a nickname, and behind his back they called him 
Arnold Feathers. I don't think he ever knew about that. If he did, he didn't 
show it. Arnold Feathers of course was the grocer boy in that serial that used 
to be on the TV called [Number] 96, and he did a few weird things, and 
perhaps that's where he got his nickname, I don't know. I can't say anything 
that I actually know myself about Bill Hassell because I never had anything to 
do with him. 

CF Were there any nicknames for you, apart from when you were 
seen as a gambling minister? 

STUBBS To my knowledge, I don't know there were any nicknames. 

CF From what you've said to me Claude about your parliamentary 
career, you appeared to be able to do whatever you felt with little control from 
the party machine. Do you feel that's a real assessment, a true assessment? 

STUBBS In my day, especially when I was a minister, every minister, if he 
wanted to bring in a Bill or something like that, had to submit it to Cabinet. 
When Cabinet discussed it and went over it and approved it, it had to be taken 
to Caucus then for Caucus to approve. Well I don't think I ever did anything 
very sensational; I just brought it along, Cabinet approved it every time and 
then Caucus did, so I just went ahead and did what I had to. The only problem 
I ever had in Caucus was I tried to get approval for a casino in Kalgoorlie, and 
one lady member was objecting to it on the grounds that men would spend 
their money and wouldn't be taking it home to their wives, and all that sort of 
thing, and she had pretty good connections with the Australian Labor Party 
State Executive. Another one that opposed it was one of my own colleagues 
from Kalgoorlie. He was also of the opinion that men would squander their 
money and wouldn't take it home to their wives. I don't know how they could 
think of that because two-up has been an institution in Kalgoorlie since the 
year dot, and if men wanted to gamble and not take money home to their wives 
they could do it that way. 
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CF But don't you think the infusion of a much bigger gambling facility 
would..., don't you think their objections were reasonable? 

STUBBS No I don't because I had the plan submitted to me by a Kalgoorlie 
syndicate. It was a beautiful building they were going to build and it would 
have provided 600 jobs, and Kalgoorlie at that particular time the gold price 
was down and costs were high and the gold mines weren't employing men. As 
a matter of fact, a lot of the mines had closed down and I thought that would be 
a permanent tourist attraction that would do the hotel and hospitality industry 
very much good and provide a lot of jobs for the locals. That's why I pushed it; 
I didn't push it for any other reason, just for Kalgoorlie. Anyhow one Caucus 
meeting we had, this lady happened to be away and so did this gentleman 
from Kalgoorlie, and I brought it up straightaway and thought I would get it 
through and get Caucus approval, which I did - unanimously. When I say 
unanimously, everyone that was there. Well, to make matters worse this lady, 
who was close to the State Executive, did what she shouldn't have done.... 
see, once you make a decision, you're supposed to go along with it, but she 
didn't. She rang the State Executive, he rang Tonkin, and Tonkin asked 
Cabinet to put it off and not go ahead with it, to research it further, which meant 
the end of it. 

But I did get an inquiry going by a prominent legal man to inquire into gambling 
with the idea of bringing all gambling under the one roof, and I also wanted 
them to recommend if a casino was viable and reasonable. But we went out of 
office and I had no control over that after. We brought it in that they all should 
be under the one roof and a casino should be viable. But the villain - that's not 
his name but that's what I thought of him at the time (I shouldn't say that) - he 
brought it in that a casino would be a good thing, but it should be located in 
Geraldton. [laughter] Anyhow being out of office and not being able to do 
anything I lost interest in it because I couldn't do any good. 

CF So when you got out of office was there less impetus for you to 
be involved in projects or bring up projects like that? 

STUBBS Once I got out of office I wasn't involved in anything. Take the 
gaol for instance. We started the Canning Vale gaol and got as far as one 
building when we went out of office. Well, I had no further involvement in that; 
I had no say in it and, having nothing to do with it, I had no interest. 

CF So where were your energies directed once you were in 
Opposition? 

STUBBS I just travelled around my constituency and did the things I 
normally did - getting compensation for people. See being a country member 
and travelling so far, you had to do a lot of other things. For instance, I had to 
look up titles for people and try and get titles and all stuff like that, because 
people had difficulty travelling to Perth. They used to give me the authority to 



TAPE SEVEN SIDE STUBBS 94 

look up things on their behalf. Anything country people wanted that was legal I 
chased up. 

CF Were you involved in organisations or planning elections within 
the Labor Party itself, or were you quite separate from that? 

STUBBS Any local elections around my area I helped. When I say local 
elections, local parliamentary elections. I gave out how-to-vote cards and stuff 
like that but I never participated in anything else. 

CF And what about within the Labor Party machine itself, were you 
quite involved? 

STUBBS No, I wasn't involved at all. As a matter of fact, in 1978 I had a 
very easy year because I had a heart attack. I'd been working hard around my 
electorate, travelling a lot, and I came home from Norseman, I drove right 
through (I always used to drive right through in the one day, each way), and 
after running around and going without meals and all stuff like that which you 
do (you'd never know where you were going to end up at meal time; you'd 
neglect all those different sort of things) I came home on the Friday night and I 
had the heart attack on the Sunday. Luckily that's all behind me now. 

CF Was ill-health part of your decision to resign? 

STUBBS No. I made up my mind to finish then - I was getting too old. I 
was seventy-five when I finished. They tried to talk me out of it once, to resign 
in the middle of the session to let someone else in, and I reminded them of the 
fact that when I was asked to stand for Parliament I was told then if I was 
elected I'd be able to leave in my own time, and I said I'm just going to do that - 
leave in my own time. I didn't set the House on fire the last three years I was in 
Parliament. I looked after things in my electorate but in Parliament I didn't 
have a lot to say. 

END OF TAPE SEVEN SIDE A 

END OF INTERVIEW 


