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Mr. MATEY: The farmer of this State,
. by reason of the war and the consequent
depregsion, has been in a poor way for the
last four years, To-day the farmer is re-
covering his position and the future lovks
bright for him.

Mr. Pickering: And for the country.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh, that follows,

Mr. MALEY: Yes, the good old ship of
Biate has been in trouble because the farmer
has been battling against” the seas of ad-
vergity. To-day the farmer iz coming into
his own, and the development which had been
arrested during the past four years ig pro-
eeedmg When the farmer is in a good way,
he i the fertiliser of every avenue of trade
in the State. :

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) [5.10]: I did
intend to touck one or two subjects such as
mining, but as the dcbate is approaching its’
eonclusion I think those subjécts edn per-
haps be better dealt with when the Esti-
mates are hefore us. After a trip to the
Eastern portion of our agricultural belt, I
am pleased to say that the crops are looking
exceedingl}' well, and the farmers are very
sangnine of getting a record yield. I am~
pleased to say that the soldier farmers. there
appenr to be very contented with their lot.
It is a matter for congratulation to the Pre-
mier; Mr. McLarty and the staff, that they
have hindled the soldier settlement scheme in
such a capable way, When the Premier was
elected to office, all of us on this side of the
Hounse reeognised that he bad a very stupen-
dous task before him.

Hon. P. Collier: You were a bit doubtful
about him at that time. Y

Mr. DUFF: We were doubtful about get-
ting a man to take the task on,

Hon. P. Collier:. Is that how he ecame to
get it?

Mr. DUFF: I believe thai influenced me
in my vote. We can congratulate ourselves
that we were able.to get a mun of his foreo
and optimism to take the position.

- My, Green: -Would not you give it a gof
Mr. DUFF: T might have dons suv. - 1
have given many things a go, and have been
suecessful in-some of them, I hope the Fed-
eral Government will give the State every
faeility to settle upon its agricultural lands
an unlimited number of settlers, After all,
the man who fills the land is the one who is
to be relied npon to fight for it in time of
danger. -

The Minister for Works: Hear; hear! Tt
haz always been so.

Mr. DUFF:
wish to meniion, and T hope.the member for
Avon (Mr. Harrison) will not think T am
" usurping his position by Yringing it for-
ward.

Mr. Pickering: He has the same right.

Mr. DUFF: My only reason for bringing
it forward is that I am mixed up in the min-
ing portion of his electorate. Several meet-
ings have been held in Westonia distriet to

urge the adoption of a land scheme for that
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particular area. A league has been formed,
known as the Westonia Agricultural Land
Leagne, The league,. which includes in its
membership the most influential people in
the district, is endeavouring to bring about -
a land settlement scheme. I am quite satis-
fied that at Westbnia we have land which is,
absolutely unexcelled in this State, but the
objection will always be raised, as it was
raised 10 or 11 years ago when ‘the late Mr. -
‘Paterson was managing the Agrieultural
Bank, that the rainfall is insnfficient. That
argument e.ropged up in regard to the Mer-
redin district, but later on Mr. Paterson was’
impressed, and the area was extended to the
rabbit-proof fenee.

MNr., Harrison:
at omne time.

Mr. DUFF: Beyond the - rabbil- -proof
fence, we have two farmers cuntlguoua to
the railway working their farms in a ‘very
big way, and making them pay better per-
haps than some of is people who are farm-
g at Merredin. We go to Southern Cross
and we find there six farmers working with-
out any assistance from the Agricultural
Bank and they are makm% their farms pay.
So that, after all," the rainfall argument must
fall to the gmund But that ig not alio-
gether the trouble with the Westonia people.
They have the mining regulations in the
road. The mining regulations state that
within two miles of the nearest boundary of
any townsite or suburban area 20 acres will
be allotted, and that beyond twe miles from
such bounda,r}' the area will be 500 acres, -
Thos¢ who have heen farmmg will agres
with me that 500 acres of land is not enongh
for a man to farm properly. He certainly
cannot grow wheat and go in for mized
farming on guch a limited area. = Nothing
lesg than 1,000 aeres will do. T am going to
ask the Premier to eaunse this regulation fo-
be amended so that the beautiful forest lands
which extend from the raillway for miles
may be
thrown open for seitlement. I am going to
advoeate a eombination of mining and agri-
cultural interests, because when the areas
are being cleared for farming purposes the
timber cut ean be used on the mines for fire-
wnod and also as mining timber. In that
way the farmers will be reahsmg something
ag the result of their initial labours. In other
instanges anch timber has to be burnt. There
is also a market for that class of timher at
Kalgoorlie. Tt can be shifted at W'ﬂgonlan
where this belt of country starts.” I can as-
sure the Premier that if he will go into this
matter he will he able ta assist’ 200 or 300
people to go on the land, all of whom are
waiting now to take np areas-there. So far
as the rainfall is comcerned,, records have
been kept for the past five years, aud the
average during that period has been 15
inehes, 'Fbat rainfall extends from April to
Oetober; and anyone who has had anything
to do with farming is aware that that
is all that™ is required, and in the
area in question it falls in the proper

Meckering was the Limit
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months, especially in September, when it is
looked for. If the Premier will only take up
this matter we way in those parts create, by
the admixture of mining and agrieulture, a
Ballarat or a Bendigo. I intend to refer to
a subject which I believe is exercising the
minds not only of the people of this State
but of everyone in the Commonwealth,
namely the prevailing industrial and social
unrest, which I claim is mainly due to the
nen-standardisation of the cost of foodstuffs
ond other commodities required in our homes.
T'o my mind it is sheer waste of time for the
judges -in our Arbitration Courts to attempt
to fix wages when, directly they do so, up
go the prices of commeodities. We have
started at the wrong end. What I .recom-
mend is that we iminediately standardise the
cost of living. It is easy to do so in a ¢oun-
try so prolific-as Australia is. It has a sparse
population, #nd that iz an advantage in
carrying out sueh a gcheme. If weo can do

* that, we will adjust wages and thereby bring

about social and industrial contentment.
Such a gtep would, I think, overcome in an
appreciable way onr present industrial diffi-
culties. Perhaps someone will say that I am
trespassing in the sphere of Federal politics,
but I believe, and I think everybody else be-
lieves, that this question gravely concerns us
as a State and as a portion of ' the great
Commonweglth. Australia to-day is bulging
with exportable foodstuffs and other commo-
dities. We have meat, wheat, wool, butter,
bacon, and I could go on for a eonsiderable
timg enumerating * other things, not for-
getting frnit and vegetables.  We produce
all these things prolifically, but they are mot
made available at a fair price to us Austra-
lians, Take our meat, When the Wyudham
works were started by the Labour Govern-
ment, wasg it intended that they shounld only

export? If that was the case I am very sorry

for the intention of Parliament at the time,

- heeanse after.all should we not look after

.

our own first? In Perth to-day it is not pes.
sible to get more than-a pound or two of

dripping, a produoct that must, with the fat.

catfle we have in Kimberley, be there in
tons, It seems, however, that the desire is
to export everything that we are short of
in Perth. It seems rather peculiar that
mutton should be so cheap to-day.. I think
we can get meat to-day for 4d. or 5d. a
pound, where as a couple of months ago it
feteched 1s. 2d. a pound. We all remember a
cable from London which told us that there
was a glut in the market, and that Australian
meat was selling at 6d. 2 pound. On the very

same day sales of mutton were effected in the -

Midland yards at 1s. 1d. on the hoof.
Mr. Harrison: What about the pelt?

Mr. DUFF: The hon. member says what
ahout the pelt? We will give him the pelt
in. The price is too high, and the sooner
the suggestion which was advanced by the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) that
chilling works be erected at Fremantle to
receive the prodvets of the different Freezing
works is adopted, the better it will be for the
people of Western Australia. It would any-

‘how bring a little competition along, and
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that would help ws to get our meat at some-
thing like a fair price. It behoves every
country, on account of the world’s condition,
te be selfish and to look affer itself. I am
wopdering, too, why we have not more flour
mills, and why, instead ' of exporiing wheat
we do not export flour. We know that to-
day we are practically starving for the by-
products of the mill.

Mr. Harrison: Why?

Mr. DUFF: We know why. Becanse they
are rushing away the wheat, perhaps to a
better market. 1 am credibly informed that
a day or two ago there was not a bag of
bran to .be purchased in Kalgoorlie or in the
sister munieipality of Bouldet.

The Minister for Works: We could not get
it in the-south-west.

Mr. DUFF: The time has come when this
niattér should be taken ‘seriously in hand.
Two nights age we saw that soldiers who had
taken up land for poultry farming, turned it
up beeause they had to pay’ 12s. a bushel for
their wheat, Fancy asking 12s. a bushel for
iwvheat in a country where there i3 such a
prolific growth of this commodity. When
Sir Henry Lefroy submitted his motion to
Parliament last session suggesting a pguar-
antee of Js, per bushel to wheat growers—
and I am claiming to he one of them—it was
thought that the price we were going to get
wak an extraordinarily good one. But now
we are asking 12s, a bushel.

Mr. Pickering: Are you turning it down?

Mr, DUFF: No, but I have a little feeling
for other people who are starving for it
Let us fix the price for home consumption on
a reasonable basis, and we can export the
balance to the world’s markets. We can then
get what is called the world’s parity.

Mr. Haygrison: What is it? .

Mr. DUFF: I would like to know myself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No one else knows,

Mr. DUFF: It should be our duty to pro-
vide for ourselves first and export aftey-
wards, preferably to Great Britain. What
is wanted in Australia is a cheaper hreakfast
table. I believe to-day we are paying 100
per cent. more than we should be paying for
our meals, and I do not thi it requireg_a
knowledge of economic science to enable “hs
to make effective suggestions such as those
I have put forward. "We have our pooling
system, which provides the machinery for
carrying it out. 1 believe all the difficulties
ean be overcome, .

Mr. Pickering: By the farmers sacrificing
everything.

Hon. W, C, Angwin;
well.

Mr. DUFF: They are sacrificing nothing.
Let us provide for ourselves first: We were
satisfied with 3s. 6d. per bushel at one time,
I trust that some action will be taken by the
Chamber in fhe direction I have suggested.
Jt is the only way out of the difficulty. If
we can get a resolution through the House
and forward it to. the Federal Parliament
they will realise that we are in earnest in
moving in the matter. I helieve also that if
the Prime Minister will adept the suggestion
I have made he will be able to bring down

They are doing very



[26 Avucust, 1920.]

with one barrel thé profiteer and the Rol-

Tlacks vigouvr.

“for the present Government.

briekworks.

gshevik whom he professes to be so anxious to
bring to book.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [35.30]:
I am not altogether disappointed at the lack
of poliey disclosed in the Governor’s Speech,
I never excpected anything better from the

present Government, despite the faet that

last rsession they were continually desiring
to get into recess for the avowed purpose of
%;eparing measures to put before Parliament,
e find in- the Speech practically nothing of
any value,
The Minister for Works:
on’ with hope.

Mr. LUTEY: Hope is very good, but we
want something more than that. From the
speeches delivered, I am convinced that there
are very few, even on the Ministerial side,
with confidence in the (Government. The
only speaker who has complimented the Gov-
ernment on their -
Greenough (My. Maley). The member for
Subiaco (Mr. Brown) and the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Money) severely -criticised
them. In faet, judging by their speeches,
I cannot understand why those twop members
are not on this side of the House. Possibly
the close approach of the elections induced
them to frame their speeches in the way they
did. If their utterances had been made by
a couple of Labour men outside of Parlia-
ment, that little Mephistopheles from Wales
would have deported them from Australia.
The member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) also
warmly criticised the Government. I believe

You must carry

that. if a vote were taken, and if members

on the Ministerial sida voted according to
their uttemnces, the Government wounld find
themselves in the cold shades of Opposition.
Y visited the House years ago when the late
Hon. Frank Wilson was leader of the Op-
position, and the T.abour Government were
in power.. At that time the Opposition' were
conginually eriticising the Labour Govern-
ment and asserting that there was no neces-
gity for further taxation, that nothing but
business agumen wasg necessary to ‘bring abont
a satisfactory state of affairs. Then we had
ag Premier Sir Henry Lefroy, whose sole
policy was™ produce, produce, produce; and
now we have Mr. Mitchell, whose sole policy
seems to be expressed in the words, vigomr,
enterprise and goodwill. I have yet to learn
that thé community of Wastern Australia

are an essentially vigorous pui:lulatlom But
[t seems that any old cry is good enough

prize, I shounld like some of the Miniaters
to let us know what form the enterprise of
the present Government has taken. Last ses-
siom, and indeed the session before, I had

oceasion to draw attention to the necesm..y'

for a largely incrcased output at the State
The Minister for Works -at that
time complained that he eould not get the
essential machinery.. Now I am eredibly in-
formed that there js sufficient machinery at

[12]

olicy is the member for
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-the State brickworks to largely increase the

present  output, if only they had another
Hoffman kiln. Yet the Minister for Works,
the most enterprising of Ministers—svhich is
not saying much for the present Government
—cannot see his way clear to erect that ad-
ditional Heffman kiln in order to increase
the output, notwithstanding that a number of
brieklayers are walking the streets for waat
of bricks to carry on with.
The Minister for Works:
correct. -

Mr. LUTEY: I am jnformed that it is S0,
and I believe it is frue.

The Minigter for Works: I can take you to
a dozen houses in course of' construetion hung
up for want of bricklayers, not for want of
bricks.

Mr. LUTEY: 1 am surprised to find that
no steps have been taken to engure a suffie-
ient supply of bricks. As for goodwill, I
fail to see that the Government are dning
anything to create goodwill in the com-
munity; in fact they appear to be moving’
in the ‘opposite direction. We find that the
employefs, who are the masters of the present
Government; are doing all they ean to foment
ill-feeling. the lately Mr. Dunne has been,
down tha South-West forming another union .,
amongst the employecs of the frnit-growers,
notwithstanding that there is already a umnion
in that industry. Sueh action will not tend
to goodwill, but will be prejudicial to the
fruit-growers and to the State generally. Any
responsible Government seized with . the
seriousuness of the present situation would
bring down industrial legislation, but there
is mo suggestion in the Speech of any move
in this ‘direction, In view of the congestion
of the :Arbitration Court, the slowness of its

That is scarcely

procedure, and the general unrest prevailing,

ong¢ would hgve thought something wonid
be donme to aumend the Act, There is
no mention in the Speech of any such inten-
tion, The public gervice strike could easily
bove been averted. Nine months ago the
public servants held a big demonstration
outside Parliament . House. Sul ely that
should have heen accepted as an indieation
that those men were serions in their de-
mands. Awny Minisler of business .acumen,
with a knowledge of industrial affdirs, would
have set to work to settle the trouble oul of
hand, T was amazed to se¢ the public_ ser-
vice come out as strongly as they did on that
occasion and make their demands at Parlia-
ment House. One often hears reference to
the riots on the goldfields, but I am econ-
vineed that the public servants of Perth,
on the day of their demonstration, were more
determined than those men on the goldfields
who made their protest some -months ago.
Yet the trouble with the public service was
allowed to go on increasing in strength for

‘nine months, until-at last the country was

faced with a strike that-might liave had -
very seriouy consequences. The general pub-
lie, perhaps, do not realise how ncar we all
were-to a ¢alamity, The Premier says the
country is prosperous.” It may be so in a



