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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY 
Motion 

Debate resumed, from the 27th July, on the following motion by Mr. A. R. Tonkin:— 
That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s Speech be agreed to:— 

May it please Your Excellency: We the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express loyalty to our most Gracious Sovereign, 
and to thank Your Excellency forth Speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament. 

MR. BROWN (Merredin–Yilgarn) [5.18 p.m.]: Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate you on your election 
to the Chair of this House, and through the confidence which the electors of Merredin–Yilgarn have reposed in 
me I have the privilege of doing this. Knowing you personally and being aware of your keen and active interest 
in local government and of the actions you have taken in the short period that you have been a member of the 
State Government, I feel sure that the Parliament of Western Australia will be well served by you as our Speaker. 
Therefore it is with a great deal of pleasure that I wish you well in your high office. 
To the Premier of Western Australia I, too, offer my congratulations. His enthusiasm and devotion to his responsibilities 
are certainly an inspiration, particularly to those members who have had only a short period of service in this Parliament. 
On this occasion I would also like to extend my congratulations to the members of the Ministry which, in some small 
part, I had the honour of selecting. I am confident that we will be well served by those Ministers, and I feel certain 
they will fulfil their responsibilities in accordance with the wishes of the people of Western Australia. 
I would also like to extend my congratulations to the Leader of the Opposition, and I am sure that his deputy will 
pass on my good wishes to him. I extend my congratulations to him for the length of time during which he has 
served in and led the Parliament of Western Australia. Furthermore, I hope he will have the opportunity, subject 
to the will of the electors, to break another record in his term of office on the other side of the House. 
I join with other members in congratulating the 10 other new members who have been elected to the 
Legislative Assembly. In particular I would like to congratulate the member for Mirrabooka on the example he 
has set to the new members of Parliament. I am certain that Parliament will be well served by the member for 
Boulder–Dundas. Having known the member for Toodyay over many years and his calibre to undertake 
responsibilities, I know that he, too, will serve Parliament well. I hope that with the support of my party and 
Parliament generally I will be given the opportunity to serve those electors who have placed their trust in me. 
I would now like to make reference to my two predecessors (The Hon. Lionel Kelly and Mr. J. M. Stewart). In my 
association with the Merredin–Yilgarn electorate I have known both those gentlemen for many years. Of course, 
the former was a Minister of the Crown, known for his devotion to duty. I have been associated with Mr. Stewart 
in local government, and I acknowledge the outstanding service he has rendered in this field. In my capacity as 
the President of the Merredin Shire Council I acknowledge the courtesy and the attention which he showed to the 
shire in his term of office in this Parliament and as a supporter of the Government. 
It is on a sad note that I make reference to the late Hon. J. J. Garrigan who, through his efforts, made my task easier—
if this task can he made easier. He left no stone unturned to support my candidature on the two occasions that 
I had the honour to represent my party in an election for a seat in Parliament. I am conscious of his service not only 
to myself, but more particularly to the people of the province which he represented. I can safely say that he was 
a very active worker for, and a frequent visitor to, all sections of his electorate. 
It is now opportune for me to refer to the Merredin–Yilgarn electorate which is situated on the eastern side of 
Greenmount. This electorate commences at the periphery of Baandee and stretches to the south to Dudinin, then 
to the east past Widgiemooltha and to the south for some 30 miles. The area embraces seven local authorities, namely 
the Shires of Kulin, Kondinin, Narembeen, Merredin, Westonia, Yilgarn, and Coolgardie. 
I am, indeed, fortunate to represent an area which has so much diversification, and I trust that during my term in 
this Parliament I will be able to promote further interest in the electorate. It is very important that I make mention 
of the southern portion of my electorate; namely, the farming districts of Kulin, Kondinin, Narembeen, Westonia, 
and portions of Yilgarn; but in particular the areas south of Merredin. When one takes into account the area of the 
Kulin Shire which embraces the towns of Dudinin, Jitarning, and Pingaring, and stretches to the east far a distance 
in excess of 100 miles to the small centre of Holt Rock, one is able to have an appreciation of the situation. 
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A similar situation exists in the Shire of Kondinin which embraces the Karlgarin and Hyden areas. I am referring to 
the recession which those districts have faced and are still facing. That situation existed last year and the year before; 
it has been intensified over the past three years. 

This state of affairs is confined not only to the two shires I have mentioned, but also to the Shires of Narembeen, 
Westonia, and Yilgarn. The situation is very critical in those areas, and the people there have no opportunity for 
diversification except in the pursuits of agriculture; that is, in the production of wheat, sheep, oats, and barley. They 
cannot diversify their activities in any other way. With costs rising and with commodity prices falling their position 
is, indeed, parlous. I am confident that the Minister for Agriculture will shoulder his responsibilities in such a manner 
that he will be exemplified as one who is ready to assist the rural community. He has clearly demonstrated to all 
sections of my electorate his drive and vigour, despite the odds that are against him. Whilst it might be said that 
he has an unenviable task, I am confident that he will surmount the difficulties and that his efforts will result 
in a turnabout in the plight of the rural industries which, through his administration, will no doubt progress. 

The Merredin–Yilgarn district is known for its high productivity. This is an area where the wheat quotas have caused 
grievances amongst the members of the farming community; and it is indeed difficult in the Shires of Merredin, 
Narembeen, Westonia, and Yilgarn—and the Westonia and Yilgarn districts are considered to be marginal areas—
to reconcile the fact that those areas are responsible for nearly 500,000 bushels of top cut. Then again in the Shires 
of Kulin and Kondinin the increase in uplift is in the vicinity of 160,000 bushels. However, the farming communities 
in those areas have reaffirmed their support of the Minister for Agriculture who is faced with a difficult task. 

I think it should be clearly stated at this stage that the responsibility for the introduction of the top cut lies with the 
executive of the wheat section of the Farmers’ Union. Whilst the farmers were perhaps looking generally for an 
alternative and for relief in regard to the production of grain, it was very difficult to alter a quota system which had 
been changed twice within two years, and threatened to be changed a third time. So the Minister for Agriculture 
has the support of the farming communities throughout the district. 

I believe that if rain does not fall soon, and if the circumstances become any more perilous, the people there will 
be facing a very bad time in the immediate future. However optimistic I would like to be—and perhaps optimistic 
I must be—I consider that if the wheat quota is overfilled, and sales do not fall into line with our production, then 
another drastic view of the quotas must be taken. It is my humble and considered opinion that if this must take 
place the traditional areas of wheat production should be given a preference. 

Whilst we may license the growers I consider, in fairness to those people, that they should receive a preference. For 
that reason Parliament may be asked—the Government may be asked—to consider zoning the State so that viability 
can be brought back to the industry. Of course, when one talks about rural economy one realises that reference 
has already been made to the situation regarding wool and the other produce from sheep. When one considers that 
a farmer, tailing his lambs, tails the ewes and cuts the throats of the wethers one can see there is not a very bright 
or happy future for the farming community. 

Perhaps it would be opportune to refer to the Rural Reconstruction Scheme. I see from the answer to a question 
on the notice paper that there could be three successful applicants from the Merredin–Yilgarn electorate. Perhaps 
there will be a fourth successful applicant if the pastoral area is included. However, more likely than not no applicant 
from this region, which produces a large percentage of the grain produce of the State, will be successful. One is 
inclined to ask: What does rural reconstruction do? 

If rural reconstruction favoured people in the southern areas of the State I feel it would have the support of Parliament. 
However, for my part I think we would be ill-advised to accept the $14,600,000 from the Commonwealth without 
being able to use it to the best advantage of the State. If the New South Wales Government can utilise its funds 
from the Commonwealth for the purchase of over-quota wheat under the guise of premium wheat I see no reason 
whatsoever why we should not make the strongest representation to the Commonwealth to ensure that the funds 
are employed in the most suitable manner. 

Of course, when I say the most suitable manner it can be deduced that one must have the facilities to handle the 
wheat and wool; one must have killing facilities and freezing facilities; and one must have the export market for 
the produce. I am confident that if the rural reconstruction funds are not used to the advantage of the State then the 
situation will be aggravated. 

I might make reference, Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr. Bateman), to the fact that the Commonwealth Development Bank, 
in its generous loans to farmers over the years, has created a situation where the farmers cannot meet their overdrafts or 
their hire-purchase commitments and they cannot make their repayments to the Commonwealth Development Bank. 

I do not know whether or not the funds which are to be made available are tied to rural reconstruction. To my 
mind the money used on rural reconstruction will not assist the farming community in anyway whatsoever. 

I would now like to refer to the mining industry, and particularly to the mining which takes place in the Yilgarn. 
We are all aware of the quantity of iron ore produced in the Yilgarn Shire. That ore is trucked from Koolyanobbing. 
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We are also aware of the expansion taking place in Kambalda where, four years ago, there was nothing of any 
consequence. When one sees the development taking place in that area, and observes the productivity, one realises 
that our nickel ore has been a bonus to Western Australia. 

I feel quite confident that if the gold-mining industry could receive the gold subsidy which is required for the 
interim period, the people in the goldfields would be far better served as would the State of Western Australia. 
However, our impassioned pleas to the Commonwealth have fallen on deaf ears. 

The Yilgarn area is still producing gold, and the mine at Marvel Loch is carrying out exploration and extending 
its activities. There is activity from Bullfinch, right through the Coolgardie Shire to Kalgoorlie, and it is a sad day 
for us that we do not receive a gold subsidy from the Commonwealth. As I have said, we are fortunate in having 
the nickel minefields in the Coolgardie area. Their productivity is of tremendous benefit to the State. Something 
like 1,000,000 tons of ore are crushed each year from which 36,000 tons of nickel concentrate are produced. 

Five years ago there was a shortage of nickel concentrate throughout the world, but through the astuteness of the 
management of Western Mining Corporation, that company has been able to tie up contracts throughout the world, 
and there appears to be a very bright future for the nickel industry in Western Australia. Whereas five years ago 
there was a shortage of nickel, at present there is a surplus and I trust that our Canadian friends will not take over 
this market as they have our market for agricultural products. 

Referring to the Shire of Coolgardie, and in particular to the town of Kambalda, the needs of the community are 
very apparent. Whilst it is a great tribute that 36,000 tons of nickel concentrate are produced, to make that production 
possible people are required. Nearly 5,000 people live in the township of Kambalda, and they are very suitably 
housed. The environment within the townships of Kambalda and West Kambalda reflects credit on those who live 
there, and those responsible for the establishment of the towns. However, the needs of Kambalda have to be 
suitably served. Those 1,487 people who work in the mine and who are responsible for its activities both above 
and below the surface require medical services, education facilities, and recreational opportunities. 

The local shire has measured up to its responsibility in accordance with the support it has received from the company, 
but there is a responsibility upon the Government to supply the other necessary facilities. Whilst it can be said 
that if the requirements are made known they will be supplied, I think we also have the responsibility of anticipating 
the needs of our State. 

It will be my responsibility, in association with my colleagues, to make representation to our Minister for Education 
for the provision of a senior high school in the area so that the principle of decentralisation and equal opportunity 
can be afforded those people. 

The hazards associated with employment in the area place a responsibility on the Government to provide 
first-class medical attention. I am not suggesting for one moment that first-class medical attention is not available 
in Western Australia, but people in outback areas require such services and for that reason the Minister for Health 
will receive my representation—in association with my colleagues—to ensure that hospital services and sufficient 
medical practitioners are available to serve this community which is serving the State. 

The Western Mining Corporation is not the only company operating within the area. Such companies as 
Anaconda, International Nickel and Metal Exploration—along with others—are unknown quantities when it 
comes to wealth. I feel quite sure that the Government is mindful of its responsibility concerning the investment 
of $18,000,000 for the establishment of a railway service from Kalgoorlie, through Kambalda and Widgiemooltha, 
to Esperance. I make representation to the Government for favourable consideration of the implementation of 
that railway line. 

I realise, of course, that $9,000,000 is available from the Western Mining Corporation, $3,400,000 is available from 
the Lake Lefroy salt company and, in addition, $5,600,000 has been allocated as a loan on behalf of Western Mining 
Corporation. That loan is repayable over seven years and carries an interest rate of 7.5 per cent, and it is subject 
to Commonwealth approval. Alternatively, the Commonwealth could supply the funds. We should do our utmost, 
in the interests of Western Australia, to see that the standard gauge railway is constructed not only for today, but 
for tomorrow and for the benefit of Western Australia in the centuries ahead. 

It must also be remembered that the companies concerned will supply the rolling stock. However, the companies 
do not provide the funds for nothing; they receive the benefits of reduced freight rates. If there is a difference of 
opinion at the moment I trust it can be settled amicably so that the project will have an opportunity to proceed. 

The people living within the eastern wheatbelt and the southern portion of the Merredin–Yilgarn electorate would 
welcome an opportunity to have such an undertaking in the area which would be used for the benefit of the State 
of Western Australia. 

It is also incumbent on the Government to consider the extension of electricity services and water services 
to the people living in the southern part of the State. The high tension power line from Wagin to Merredin 
will involve an expenditure of some $600,000, and the area which will be served by electricity has served 
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the State well. I feel sure that the Minister for Electricity, and other members, will want to support any undertaking 
which will implement the construction of that line. There is an urgent need for its construction. It is usually 
found that those who live farthest from the centres are the least served. I look forward to the completion of 
the undertaking. 

I would also refer to the 1966 period when S.E.C. services were supplied to farmers, and the farmers are to pay 
for the services over a period of 30 years at a very low interest rate. The farming community is entitled to these 
facilities. I know that the Treasurer has a tremendous responsibility in administering the funds of the State. 
I do not say the following words with my tongue in my cheek, but let us utilise our resources, if Western Australia 
is going to have a deficiency of $30,000,000 at the end of this financial year. The Treasurer of Queensland had a 
deficit in excess of $60,000,000. I am not saying he received his knighthood for that particular effort, but I offer 
this contribution to the debate on the Address-in-Reply in view of the development and progress that will take 
place in Western Australia. 

It would be remiss of me if I did not make some reference to local government. I feel that the Minister for Local 
Government, who is my colleague in the Merredin–Yilgarn electorate, is facing a challenge. With the admission 
of adult franchise, I think the imposition of a tax on the community, for the community, is worthy of consideration. 
During the conference of the Country Shire Councils’ Association in Perth last week, it was evident that those people 
who have represented local authorities without reward look forward to some contribution for their services. I think 
they are justly entitled to a reward for their services in view of the responsibilities they bear. It is very clear that 
sections of the Local Government Act provide for disbursements to members of local authorities, and I consider 
such disbursements should be made on an equitable State-wide basis rather than for the favoured few. 

Perhaps this is also an opportune time to mention traffic control, which became a controversial issue at the 
Country Shire Councils’ Association conference. Section 11A (1) of the Traffic Act, which was enacted in 1969, 
clearly defines the responsibility of a local authority. It provides that a local authority may hand over the responsibility 
for vehicle licensing and traffic control to the Minister for Police, if the Minister thinks fit. Several shires in 
Western Australia have taken advantage of this provision, and I feel quite confident that when they have had time 
to reflect upon the matter of traffic control and the desirability of uniformity throughout the State, shire councils 
will find they will be better served by having one authority dealing with this control. 

I would now like to discuss education in the eastern wheatbelt. In the Shire of Merredin there is a high school hostel 
which is run by the Anglican Church and known as St. Michael’s House. This hostel was established in 1962 and 
now caters for 128 pupils since it was extended. It is a magnificent brick building which caters for youngsters 
from the north, the south, the east, and the west of the centre, stretching right through to Rawlinna. When attention 
was drawn to the urgent need for expansion of this hostel, we were supplied with a transportable type of building. 
If it is intended only as a temporary measure, one can have no quarrel with it, but plans must be made for buildings 
which are commensurate with our requirements. 

There is now a very urgent need to provide education at a five-year level, because for 1972 applications from 
31 girls and five boys have been rejected. Those youngsters will not have the opportunity to improve their education 
unless they can make alternative arrangements; so the situation is desperate. I would like a portion of the hostel 
funds which have been allocated to the Pilbara district to be allocated to my electorate, but I am sure the member 
for Pilbara would not accede to my request. I think the State should be divided and special contributions made to 
the northern portion of the State for hostel accommodation, but not at the expense of the people who live in the 
southern part of the State. I therefore bring to the notice of the Government the urgent necessity for the upgrading 
of our hostel at Merredin. 

Some two weeks ago there was a report in the newspaper concerning the Shire of Merredin. I do not dispute the 
accuracy of the report but I feel the details given left a lot to be desired. I know of keen businessmen in the town 
who are making representations to the newspapers in an endeavour to have their grievances rectified. To suggest 
that we are crying poverty because of the grim situation that exists is far from the truth. 
There is a great deal of enthusiasm for the future in the area. We feel quite confident that with the appointment of 
a Minister for Decentralisation there will be further expansion. The pig industry, for example, is at its highest peak, 
and the largest pig sales in Western Australia are conducted in this area. There are in the area storage facilities for 
grain in excess of 8,000,000 bushels. When one considers the services operated by the oil industry, at a cost to the 
industry of many thousands of dollars, one realises there is a bright future for this town, and nearby neighbours 
will rightfully share in this prosperity. 

While speaking about the Merredin–Yilgarn electorate. I would like to make some further observations in regard 
to the railway line. We are all very pleased that a standard gauge rail link has been established between Perth and 
Sydney. However. I consider that in formulating the plans cognisance should have been taken of the local people 
before the track was laid. We have the position that some towns are bisected, others are bypassed, and one town 
is even forgotten. 
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We are concerned that there should be the fullest possible utilisation of this service. When one considers the pains 
which are being suffered by the wheat industry, and the fact that premium wheat cannot be transported to the 
metropolitan area on the standard gauge rail, the situation is seen to be critical. Furthermore, there is a backlog of 
applications for reservations on the magnificent trains that run between the east and the west. 

It is time we produced the rolling stock and planned ahead for the services that can be provided. We must face 
our responsibilities with fortitude and courage to ensure that this State is served to the fullest possible extent. 

I congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on your election, and I thank the electors of Merredin–Yilgarn for their confidence. 

__________ 
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