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but he did not reply to my eriti-
cism, which was somewhat on lhe
lines of that I have uttered to-day.

e could not reply to it, and he wisely did
noi, but he adopied the tactics of the cuttle
fish in the matter. He waited until (he
very week of the election and on the Sat-
urday before the election he published a
column in the Narrogin paper dealing
with different land matters and with my
eandidature. 1t was a despicable action
to wait until ii was too late for me to
make any reply at all in the newspapers
in Narrogin, He referred to the fact that
I was an apostle of higher prieces when a
Lands Department officer, I do not rquite
know the Parliamentary method of des-
eribing that statement, but I will risk call-
ing it a deliberate misstatement; because,
while I was in the Lands Department,
I always did my best to help the people
to gel their land at a reasonable price.
He also veferred to the fact lhat on many
occasions T had expiressed my admiration
for his work. Well. those oceasions are
unknown to me; 1 defy the member for
‘Norvtham {o lell me of one. T knew too
much abont his work to express any ad-
miration or any opinion different to what
T have expressed to-day. This afternoon
the member for Northam uttered a nua-
ber of harinless platitudes with which most
of us agree about the fulure of the coun-
try and {he agriealtoral industry. T agree
‘whole-heartedly with all those platitudes;
and as we have had them once, T will not
repeat any of them as I wmight otherwise
have done. It is natural, when we come
to consider it, the member for Northam
shonld eriticise®ilie new Minister in the
way he did. T venture to say that, what-
ever the new Minister did, the member for
Northam would eritigise in that same man-
ner. We must remember the member for
Northam has lost a good job which the
new Minister has got, and that is res-
ponsible for a good deal of the eriticism
thal has fallen from the mnember for Nor-
tham to-day. The member for Northam
has said (hat the alteration in regard to
potaioces does nol mean muech., Well, if
it does not mean much, why does he ob-
ject so much? T say it means mueh, be-
canse it means that in the Great Southern
distriet, where we have a big population,
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we will get cheap potatoes. We could not
gel them, we eould not afford them when
the member for Northam was Minister for
Lands, I would like also to vefer to the
way In which the member for Nortbam
starved the Narrogin agriculiural farm
white hre was Minister. There has heen no
fresh land eleared on that farm for yeirs.
1 believe he ireated it as badly as he
could, 1 am pleased to see Lhe new I’re-
mier has been good enough to say that
the claims of the Narrogin agricultural
farm will be cousidered when the gues-
tion of establishing an agricultural eol-
lege in Western Australia is brought up,
as I believe it is to be brought up next
year. 1 hope the new Government when
bringing forward their Estimates will
carefully consider the question of increas-
ing roads board granis. The late Govern-
nient cul down the granis last year to
about half whai they were the year before.
1 hope that the new Government will bring
them back Lo the old figure and at least
distribute this year in road grants as
much as was distributed by {he Labour
Government some years ago. Ve have big
districts (o open up, and if is necessary
that the roads in these districts should be
adequately considered. Many members
travelled over the roads in the country
distnets during the recent campaign, and
I am sure by their experiences they will
be able to judge of the urgent need for
increasing road grants right throughount
the agrieultural districts. In c¢onclusion
I would like to say I believe the L.abour
Government will do good work in pro-
lecting the producer against the middle-
man, and will serve the best interests of
the people, not only in the agricultural
districts but right throughout the State.
There is good work ahead of the Ministry
in regard to administration as well as
legislation, and in both of these directinns
T look to the new Government to do a lot
fo make Western Anstralia a hetter coun-
try in the future than it has been in the
past.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): The last
speaker, like other members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House, said he rose
with a great deal of diffidence and timi-
dity to speak, T must confess he dis-
plaved very little timidity in his drastie
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criticism of the late Governmeni. Should
1 be guilty of any breaches of debate I
trust it will be put down to my want of
knowledge of the customs of the House.
and I trust T will be allowed some little
indulgence. as in exiraneous and new sur-
roundings one naturally takes a little
time to feel one’s feet. 1 have not been
connected with the late Government, but
1 am with them and share the criticism
levelled at them to-day. 1 must confess
al the outset that unless one was aware
of the wood work the late Government did
—-because despife what the last speaker
said, they did good work, it was not all
bad—one would have thought they had
really done nothing and that everything
done was fo their diseredit, and that the
State had suffered by it. Therefore, 1
do not think members will agree with all
the last speaker has said. He was too
drastic altogether in his ecriticism. He
ventured the opinion that had the ap-
pointment of Mr. Jull been known bhefore
the election took place I would not have
been i my position to-day. 1 have a
good deal of sympathy with the eivil ser-
vants, and I will be only too happy io
assist members opposite in bringing about
someliing to do away with a gaod deal of
discontent that now exists : but I am
the position of knowing thal, had thal
appointment been known before the elec-
tion, | would still be in the position I am
in to-day. I congratulate the Govern-
menl on assunnhg  power under such
favourable cirewwstances. It has been
suggested that Lthe circumstances are not
favourable because some districts are
suffering from want of rain ; bt this is
not conlined to YWeslern Australia, be-
cause in some of the Eastern States they
are likewise suffering From a deficiency
in rainfall, Never in the history of
Weslern Ausivalia were the prospects
hetter and brighter than they are to-day.
and the Governmeunt ave to be congratu-
lated on coming into olfice when things
are so hright and prosperous. 1 agree
with Mr, Miichell that we have a great
State. the greatest in the Commonwealth.
greater 1 prospects than any of the
othey States ; and it only remains for

goorl Government and for wise and just
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measures to be broughi down by the pre-
sent Government to continne the pros-
perity the State has enjoved nnder the
late Government in the past five or six
vears. It is not my intention to harass
the Government. I have come into Par-
liament with the determination te assist
any Government in power to pass
measures that may be for the progress.
prosperity and happiness of the people
of the State. I shall be ever alert and
ready to aseist in criticism wheraver T
think it necessary, Although the Opposi-
tion is nol a big one, still we have some
old campaigners and polilieal veterans,
aud when occasion arises we shall be able
to hold the fort and fight the neeessary
battles. Numbers do not eount for every-
thing, 1t may be the Government side
will find dangers and diffieulties ansing
that they do not anticipate, and very
likely serions results will happen. The
keen interest taken in the elections bas
been rveferred to. I think it ereditable
—ithe excellent poll right throughout the
State ; it shows the electors are alive to
their interests. 1 trust they will not find
their confidence misplaced.  The Gov-
ernment have every opoportumity, they
have started in a good time when things
are prosperous and they have absolutely
all the power they can possibly want.
One Labour member in congratulating me
after the election, said he was only sorry
a labonr man did not win. T remarked
he was decidedly greedy when the Labour
party had already 32 or 33 anssured seats.
Something has heen said about the in-
erease of the Ministeriab salavies, but T
for one think it would have been better
if those on the oiher side had adopted
the suggestion which was lhrown out, I
think by the member for Swan, that this
goestion should have heen left to the
people. 1t would have been hetter lo do
as they did in South Ausfralia and have
a referendum taken. Had that eourse
heen pursued the chances are we should
have had the same resnlt ns South Aus-
tralia had.  Bul, as the leader of the
Opposition stated, it the Government
think their services arve anty worth £1,000
per amum, then we cannot quibble about
their reducing their own salaries. The
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. question hias been mentioned as to the
state of the electoral rolls. During my
candidature | found that there were a
ereat number of electors not on the rolls.
hut who had a vight to be there. 1 should
like the Minister for Justice, if it is possi-
ble, to bring down an amendment of the
Electoral Aect so that those who have the
- necessary qualification and who are en-
litled to vote should if necessary, on the
day of election, make some small kind of
.dleclaration that they have the necessary
qualification, and then they should be
enabled to vote. Even we might have a
leavy penalty of imprisonment for sev-
_eral years if a person wrongly voted,
but when people take the trouble to go
.to the poll to vote and are told that
their names are not on the roll, and those
people have lived in a distriet for years,
it 18 discournging to the electors to find
themselves in such a position. I would
like to see some amendment brought in
whereby this diffieulty would be over-
come. [ am 2lad to notice that the pre-
sent Government have deecided to adopt
the suggestion of the late Governument in
vegard to the weekly half-hohday. 1 am
entirely in aceord with the suggestion
that the matter should be left to a refer-
endum and T would go this far

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): When did they suggest it?
Mr. Allen: During the recent elections.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : T'here has heen a Bill here for the
last two years.

Mr. ALLIEN : When the timme comes (o
vote 1 shall exercise that vote in favour
of the Saturday half-boliday. The Wed-
nesday half-holiday is of very little nse
to anybody and the principal sports all
take place on a Salurday. T remember
when I was in business in South Austra-
lia I was glad ai the end of the week to
be able to 2o into the hills and not re-
turn until ile Monday. T shall be glad
{o assist the Government in this diree-
tion. [ notice it is intended o amend the
Industrial Coueciliation and Arbitration
Act and 1 trust that whatever the nature
of the amendment 18, if it has the desired
effect of pulting an end to the industrial
strikes and tronbles, I shall be very glad
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indeed, When this Aect was firsi intro-
duced it was thonght that it would be
the means of settling all industrial dis-
putes. TUnfortunately it has ner proves!
go, aml any amendmeut I hope will have
the effect of settling industrial dispute:.
Those who have lived and been in dis-
tricts where strikes have taken place
know full well the terrible pain and suf-
fering that is eaused through strikes, and
the loss of capital and of business caused
through strikes, and if the Government
bring in an amendment that will over-
come these difficulties thev will earn the
good wishes of the people. I (rust that
whatever the Government do the amend-
ment will be such that when an awaed i=
given 1t will be earried out on both sides.
I am in sympathy with the Mainpister in
trying to put a stop to land speculalion.
I am one of the Terrace agents, but 1
have no sympathy whatever with land
which is taken up for speculative pur-
poses. I have in my mind at the present
time the case of two young fellows who
for the past two years have been trying
to get land. I do not know if their fail-
ure has been their own fault, but they
have repeatedly gone before boards and
have not heen suceessful. [ hope the
Government will put vight all this sort
of thing and that in futore there will be
no complaints, As to the guestion of
immigration, there is nothing in the
Speeech about it, but all are agreed oun
the ane faet, that Western Anustralin
needs twe things to-day, capital and popu-
lation. We must have immigration to
settle the lands and to work hand in
hand with the Federal Government to
provide for our own defence. But it
must be remembered that we want work-
ers, not shirkers. It is no good bringing
men ouf here who will not work. We
want the right stamp of mmigrant and
then it will be found that the people will
not be disappointed. A rood deal has
been said about the cheapening of food
supplies. That is not a question whicl
can ¢ome within the range of parly poli-
ties, therefore I ¢an say that I shall
honestly do all I ean to support the Gov-
ernment in cheapening our food supply.

1 had almost anticipated that the Gov-
ernment would have right away chartered
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a ship and sent 1t to the North-West to
bring down cattle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You cannot bring down ecattle af
this season,

Mr. ALLEN: Is that the reason? By
the way the Govermment were talking
during the recent elections 1 thought that
they would have already chartered a ship
or iwo and sent to the Norih-West coast
for catlle: As to the question of water
supplies, I hope the Government will take
the proper step to provide the melry-
politan area with 4 more up-to-date water
supply and now that the sewerage scheme
is being connected with the houses more
water will be needed. OQur present
supply is unsatisfactory and inadequate.
and I liope the Government will get to
work and do something at ouce. Prim-
ary industries have had a great deal of
consideration, and properly so. They are
in a prosperous condition. I trust our
secondary industries will not be over-
looked when oceasion arises to give them
assistance. I trust the opportunity will
come when the Government will be able
to give some preference to the secondary
industries and place ordevs wirh them
and thus assist them, A great deal of
capital has been invested in cur second-
ary industries in Western Aunstralia, and
they should he further developed. When
we remember that seven million or eight
million pounds go ont of the State every
year for the importation of goods, it will
he seen that there is big seope in building
~up the secondary industries of Western
CAustralia, I wounld like to express the
hope that the Government will deal more
generously with the Perth City Couneil
in regard to its subsidy. At the pre-
sent time the Perth City Council is only
getting a maximum of £2,000, but if that
council was treated ai the rate of Ds.
in the pound, they would get £5,060 a
year. The Government should recognise
the services the municipality have reu-
dered to the Government and in conse-
quence are entitled to greater considera-
tion. If the Perth council were to be
allowed to rate Government properties,
on an estimate made in the year 1903, the
Perth City Council wounld receive some-
thing like £11,000 from the Government.
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I have expressed the opinion out of the
House, and I express it again, that a great
deal of time 15 often wusted over Lhe
Address-in-reply, therefore I do not in-
tend to take up the time further. 1
should, Mr. Speaker, at the outset have
taken the opportunity of congratulating
you on the high and honoured position
which you occupy. I do not know that 1

“should be right in saying that T hope von

may oeccupy it for a number of years.
but I know that you will occupy it to
the satisfaction of the House and with
credit to voursell. .

AMe. DOOLEY (Geraldton) : I, like the
previous speaker, have opinions aboutl the
time taken up on the Address-in-reply.
and I think there may be a guod deal of
time wasted. But it is also very necessary
that certain matters should be given voice
to and many things referred to which per-
haps members wonld not have an oppor-
tunity of doing under other circumstaneces.
I would like, in the first place, to con-
gratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on your ap-
poiniment, becansze knowing you as lony
as I have, T am pleased to think that the
choice of the House has been so unani-
mous. You are a man wlo st all times
has been held in the highest opinion in
public life, and for the vpirit of justier
which has been apparent in all your ae-
tions, therefore, 1 think the appointment
15 a happy one. In regard to the Minis-
ters, although I offer my congratulations
to those gentlemen yet at the same time ]

_have to offer my sympathy to them be-

cause I recognise that they have 'a great
task before them, coming as they have
done into office when the work of previons
administrators had aceumulated throngh,
T venture to say, negleel and carelessness
in regard fo their departments, therefore
they have made the work of their succes-
sors very arduous indeed. There is an
opinion prevalent in the northern dis-
triets, partienlarly at Gervaldion, that we
in the past liave pot been given that
consideration that we should receive,
and T regret to notice that so far
as the Address from His Execellency
is concerned there i1s a swall matter that
indicates that the present Administration

have not alfogelher considered the



