[7 Aucust, 1924.]

The Premier: Have you read what that
Englishman said in this morning’s paper
about migrants?

Mr. RECHARDSONXN : That man was here
for ten minutes, and, of course, he knows all
about it!

The Minister for Railways: IIe came out
on the boat with a hateh of migrants.

Mr. Grilfiths: And his remarks do not re-
flect credit on the people ut Home who sent
them out.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
thing about the people here.

The Premier: But he knows something
about the people on the boat.

Hon. bir James Mitchell: Perhaps so, bul
he may not even know them,

The Premier:
them own the boat.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I would like to
fouch upon another local matter. Recently
a tramline rumning along the Perth-Fre
mantle-road to Claremont, was opened up.
That bas been a great comfort to the people
in that distriet, but it has rather hampered
people at the other end of Claremont be-
cause there is no connecting link between
Nedlands amd Subiaco. People may desire
to eome from Claremont and would like
a connecting point at Broadway and the
Perth-Kremantle-road. It often happens
that a tram from Nedlands arrives at the
interscetion just before a tram has got there
from Claremont. There is often a wait of
25 to 30 minutes before the next tram ar-
rives, That difficulty should easily be over-
come by the provision of a connecting point
that would mcet the convenience of the pub-
lie. ff that were done it would beneficially
atfeet the tramway receipls, because, as i!
15, people are more likely to take a taxi and
run right in to Subiaco. I hope these mat-
ters will receive some attention.

He knew no-

He was: for a month with

MR. COWAN (Leonora) [5.12]: I ap-
preciate the opportunity to say a few words
in support of the motion for the adoption
of the Addvess-in-reply. 1 recret 1 was not
present to Lear the Governor’s Speech read,
or to hcar the speech by the Leader of the
Opposition,  After listenine to the vemarks
of the 1eader of the Country Party, I cou-
fess I was Jeft with an unpression that the
Speech must have been a very depressing
production,

AMr, Sampson: It was very uninspiring.
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Mr. COWAN: Having heard the Premier
in reply, however, my depression was en-
tively dispelled. I have just returned from
my electorate, and I am pleased to annvune:
that there is a much more optimistic feeling
there than has been evidenved For yeais past.
That applies to both the miuing and the
pastoral industiies. I have heard the present
Government discussed, und their actions
ctitivised, 1 am jpleased to adwmit, however,
that the administrative ability they have
shown has not been classilied as within the
catecory of those who benefit from “Dame
Fortune’s tickle wheel.”  Their work has
been appreciated, and the ability displayed
has been regarded as otherwise than attribut-
able to that which was suggested by one hon.
member who referred to “Lucky Collier.”
I am also pleased to know, from the remarks
of the memher for Katauning (Mr. Thom-
son) that there is a certain unity of interest
hetween the views of bis party and members
sitting behind the Government. We are told
that the Government have putl into fores
many things that the Conntry Party would
have earried out had tley been given time.
It is very reassuring to have that from the
cross-henches, for tt means that we are not
to expect any serious opposition from thai
quavter. But quite in contradiction to the
remarks of his leader, were the views of the
member tor Toodyay, who attacked several
of vur poliey planks, including that of the
44-hour week. Having worked in and around
the gold-mining districts of Western Aus-
tralia for a nwnber of ycars, I hope we
shall never see the reintroduetion of the
48-hour week in the gold-mining industry
I am quite sure there are very few members
of the House who would be prepared to
work in a level anvthing from 1,000 feet to
4,000 feet underground a four-hour week,
muelt less than a 4d-hour week, T have no
Lesitation in sayiug that for two members,
one the member for Toodyav, and the other
myselt, and [ ean assure wvou, Sir, that
while | am a member of this House T wall
never advocate nor support conditions for
others that T would not he prepared fo
aceept for myself. Although 1 have been
in the House but a little fime, | regret to
find we have a number of mewmbers who
seem either to have forwotten or wish to
forget that there still exists in the State
the industry that was vesponsible for plavins
Western Australia on the industrial map,
namely, the gold-mining industry., We have
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here a number of members much more in
terested in red rust tharn in gold dust. I am
going to try to show some comparisons which
are unfair befween the conditions of the man
on the land and those of the msn who is
doing his best to develop the pold-mining
industry. In and aroung the district I have
the honour to represent we had some few
years ago quite a number of prospectors
working and mininge their own =hows with
eonsiderable suceess, At thal time our State
hattery was kept working almest continu-
ously, with the resull that in my listriei
alone there were treated 56,000 tous of ore
for a return of over (2,000 ounves of gold.
That was a very gratifving resnlt, and it
meant considerable prosperity not only in
the immediate distriet, but in the State as »
whole. Yet we find that during the time of
war and for a few years after, owing
ta little or no stone being made available
for ¢rushing at State batteries, there was a
weneral depression in prospecting activity.
However, within the last year or two, when
prospectors again showed themselves pre-
pared to give the mines in the district a
furtler trial—sinee justified by vesults—we
were faced with the positon that the only
crushing  toeilities available to those men
were at the Cooleardie State battery, some
200 miles distant. This state of affairs was
not hrouvght ahout by the present adminis-
tration of the Mines Departinent,

Hon. G. Taylor: But it was brought abouz
by the present Governiment.

The Mini-ter tor Railways: Theve ave cer-
tain ¢ompensating advantages.

Mr. COWAN: I will deal with those ad-
vantages. The only one I know of is a sub-
sidy granted for the cartage of ore from
a miuve situated anvwhere outside a five-milz
radins of the nearest railway siding. But
take the position of the man whose show i<
<itunted within that radins und whose ore is
worth only 10 or 12 dwts, I there were
a battery in operation in the distriet, that
man wonld handle his ore only anee namely,
trom the mine inte the battory bin. But
urrler existinge eonditions he has to cart the
ove to the =iding, dump it down, have it
erarried to Cooloardie, where it zoes Hhrouch
the =ame provess again, The tune lo<t axd
the inercused expenditure in handling means
mors than the difference hetween profit and
los+, Tn thess cirveunstances we are only en-
couraging the men to pick the eves ont of
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the mise; that is to say, to tuke out the rich
ore and leave bebind the ore that if pro-
perly handled, would be payable. It was
methods such as these, followed in the earl-
iest days of the industry, that have leit us
with millions of tons of ore that cunnot now
be handled until some eheaper form of treat-
ment i devised.  Indeed, our existing eun-
ditions relating to prospecting are just as
had as, it not worse, than they woe 25 years
o,

Mr. Lindsay: You are not blaming this
side ot the House for that!

Mr. COW.AN: No, I am sorry 1 cannot
do that. I claim that we have in my distriet
the only mine at present employing a largs
number of men letween Iulgoorhe and
Wiluna, | am prepared to adwil that this
wmine is working under considerable State as-
sistance, As member for the distriet, 1t is my
duty Poth to the distriet and to the State
to mention this matter in the Ionse. The
residents of that district, more particularly
the workers who have built their homes and
reared their fawilies there, are very keenly
appreciative of the present Govermment's
action in granting that assistanee, But apart
from the justification, T am pleased to say
he mire is equipped with the most modem
and up-to-date plant and is very economis-
ally managed. If any members are suiti-
ciently inte.ested to compare the costs of
that mine with thoue of other mines in West-
ern Australia, they will tind that those costs
speak volumes for the capabilities of the mun-
rgement. I am also pleased to say that I hope
within the near future that developments on
that mine will prove that everv penny of
that loan money hax been fully justified. Ii
wonld kave heen nothing short of a ecalamity
had that mine been allowed to close down
and throw out of employment a large num-
ber of men—partieularly when we remembar
how much uvnemployment there is in the
Ntate, Bnt U want to point to zome rather
unfair eonditions in the treatment of the
2old mining industry as compared with that
of aericulture, A steel hauling rope used
for the purpose of hauling ore from under-
sround to the surface on the Sons of Gwalia
weighs ahbout 12 tons, and the railway
freizht on that rope from Fremantle to
(twalia is no less than £75. That is a very
big sum,

Hon, G, Taylor:
rope?

Mr. COWAN: 1 cannot «ay.

What is the cost of the
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The Minister for Railways: We have re-
duced railway freights on mining requisites
by 12Y% per cent.

Mr. COWAN: And still the freight oi.
such a rope from Fremantle to Gwalia is £75.
Yet the Railway Department is preparcd to
carry the same f{ounage over the same rail-
nge in agricultural areas—1I refer to feneing
wire, wire nefting or superphosphate—for a
very much lower rate than it is prepared to
carry anything for the mining industry, It
is very poor encouragement for those pre-
pared to entleavour to carry oo in the in-
dustry to which, as I have already said, quite
a number of our other industries owe their
very existence.

Mr. Thomson: You have our sympathy.
We have always supported any encourage-
ment for the gold mining Industry.

Mr. COWAN: I am glad to hear it. It
suppoerts my contention that, after all, there
is very little difference between our policy
and that of the Country Party. There is
another matter related to mining, and in this
1 am quite sure I will have the sympathy of
all members of the Assembly. T have already
referred to the bad conditions that prevailed
in the earlier days of gold mining in West-
ern Australis. We now find a great numher
of the men who worked in the industry in its
infancy, inmates of the Woorecloo Sana-
torium. This is a deplorable reflection. A
number of those men are personal acquaint-
ances of mine, and I say it ts the duty of all
members to see that our future conditions
ure surh that those prepared to work in the
industry will bave an assurance that they
will be able to live out their declining years
ander happier conditions. Whereas at one
time we had to rely exclusively on the gold-
mining indnstry for our existence, we now
bave an industry of more recent growth in
this State and which is certainly prosperous.
I rvefer to the sheep and cattle raising in-
dustry. A number of our early pioneers
took up considerable {racts of conntry in my
district and proved that that country would
iarry stock. But those men were not in a
position to develop it. Nevertheless they
were the means of bringing in interested
pastoralists from the Eastern States who
have rince invested tens of thousands of

pounds in the development of mil-
lions of acres of country which we
in our early-day ignorance considered

worthless, Those men have developed
their places very systematically. They
seem to be quite satisfied with the laws
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of the land, and they have spent many thouas-
ands of pounds on fencing, sinking wells,
erecting windmills, and stocking up with the
very best class of stock. I am pleased to
say they have not asked the Government
for very muech. However, there is one thing
they deo ask for, indeed have been asking
tor since a time hefore 1 took my seat in
this House, The member for Pingelly last
evening ‘thanked the Government for having
provided suitable trucking facilities in a
portion of his electorate. 1 clam that in
point of trucking stock l.eonora is one of
the most important places in Western Aus-
trulia at the present time. The siations up
there are stocked with both sheep and cat-
tle. Some members may think we are for-
tunate in having one set of trucking yards.
But there is a disadvantage in that. We
have at present yards suitable only for the
trucking of cattle. In all probability in
the near future we shall have 100 or 500
head of fat cattle periodically coming dowr
to the market. The owners will have fu
charter a special train for the removal of
those cattle. That train probably will come
along aboul 3 o'clotk in the afternoou,
which means that the eattle will be yarded
at sundown that evening. At about 8 o’clock
that same evening our 5-mile-an-hour speed-
hog of an express will put in its appear-
ance und pasg very eclose to the trucking
vards, filled with 400 or 500 fat cattle. On
that incoming train there will be probahly
two {rucks of stud sheep from South Aus-
tralin. Those sheep will have to be unloaderd
that night in the same yard as the 400 or
500 hend of cattle. Those cattle have not
seen many white men, and certainly they
have not been hand-fed and stall-tended. Tt
is only a matter if time before those cattle
will rush that vard. Then there
will be considerable loss of valuable
stoek, and indeed it will be fortunate i¥
there is not also loss of human hie
A reruest was made for the erection of a
vard for the handling of sheep. The di~
trict contains hundreds of thousands of
sheep, and markets many tons of wool. Tt
will thus he realised that this request is
only fair. When four or five hun-
dred cattle take it into their heads
to make a rush in the yard, nothing will
stop them, and many of them will bhe
injured. The remainder will go info the
bush, and months will elapse before thev
are mustered, and before they can be sent
in to be trucked again. Who will be re-
sponsible for the pavment for the special
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train that may have to wait to load the
missing cattle? No doubt the man who
ordered the train will be rezarded as re-
sponsible. When this xort of thing hap-
pens it will be necex<ary to build two yvards,
a eattle yard and a sheep yard. Why wmt
until it does happen! Why not give the
pecple the yard they have asked for, so
that the sheep ay be preperly handled! ]
amm a little Scoteh. I think it is befter v
build one yard now than to go to the ex-
pense laler on of building two yards. Pas-
toralists have turned this portion of thLe
back country to profitable aecount. Soune
ol vs were misouided enough to look upon
that poart of the State uas useless, but the:n
men bhave turned it to aceount and ar
surelv worthy of a little consideration.

The Minister for Railways: They will gzet
it, too.

Mr. COWAN: T am sorrv my remarke
are dirceted so wuch at the Minister fin
Railways.

The Minister for Railways:
never mentioned this hefore.

Mr, Latham: We ave enjoying it

Mr. COWAN: Shortly after taking my
seat in the House, T asked some questions
with reward to one through train a weel:
to Leonora. We are only 500 miles frow
PPe-th, and vet, in order to reach Ieconor:
on FTriday night, we have to leave Perth u!
5 o’clock on Wednesday evenine. We have
two trains a week. One leaves Kalgoorlie
on Mondoy moming and returns on Tues-
dav, and the other leaves on Friday aun
returns on Saturday. There is no con-
necting train bhetween Perth and Lro-
nora. JIs it any wonder that those
who ecan afford to do so avail them-
selves, when possible, of motor trans-
port? I am not so mnch concerned
ahout those who use motors as I am about
the husiness people and the residents, who

You have

have to rely upon the railway service fur

their supplies, and those who are obliged
to moke use of the railway passenger s
vice. Let me instance a woman with «
voune fomily. She leaves Perth on Wed-
nesday and veaches Kalgoorlie on Thurs.
dav.  She then has to leave the train and
<ok accommodation in the town for her-
self and her children. Fortunately for
her she receives greater consideration fron
hotelkeepers and hoardinzhouse proprietor-
than she would if placed in similar eireur-
stoners in Perth. Tf 8 woman with thres
nr fonr voune Anstralians seught aeceom-
modation in Perth, she wonld walk the
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streets frow morning till night before find-
ing any. 1 have had personal experieme
of that sort of thing.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is peculiar to all
the cities in Aasiralia.

Mr. COWAN: Our young Australians
are unot thought ws much of when their
aothers arve looking for accommeodation as
tiey wese in 1114, when they were in great
demand, To-day 2 young Australian i1s nct
wanted hyv those whoe mannge hotels and
lodging houses. Apart from the inconve-
nience eansed to the woman, she has to
vateh a train on Friday morning and does
not reach leonora until 8 o’elock at nighi.
Mrobably she has to leave by motor car at
daylipht next morning and travel between
S and 150 miles. That is a big journey
for a woman with a young family to uader-
tuke, JMany of theze women ure the wives
of men who are working ontback. 1 har.
had expevience of these places, Men do
not get such high rates of pay that tne'r
wives can atford to throw away mouey i
nnne-essary expenditure.  Apparéntly, wc
ean ofler wonderful conveniences to fravel
lers who are going out of the State. Theare
are no vexatious delays for people who go
Iy the Greal Western Railway. If we ean
inake these arrangement for people who
are leavine the State, surely we should be
prepared to do likewise for those travel-
ling within it, developing it, and openin
np the industries in the hack couniry., These
peaple are entitled to consideration. I tru-u
the AMinister for Railways will see that we
ret a through service to Leonora. A par-
ticular measure was dealt with last ses-
sion.  Its importance will bear political
fruit in the near future. I sincerelv hope
that whatever alteration is brought about
in the personnel of the House, throuzh the
passing of that Bill, it will be for the bene-
fit of the State as a whole, and not for
any one section of the community. As a
newecomer in this Chamber, I wish to thank
members for extending to me so uninter-
inpted a hearing.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.37]: On Lhe
Address-in-reply members are allowed io
ramble over the fields of thought.

The Premier: T hope not too many.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Premier’s sigh
makes one assume that he wants the de-
bate to conclude.

The Premier: T hope yon will not go too
far afield.



