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My, Taylor: He has him up there now,

Mr. WALKER: Taking a public ser-
vant with him to promise batleries. [
say so long as that bribery is persisted
in the Government may count on a
veckoning day. which when it does come
will he all the more severe for its very
delay.

Mr. MeDOWALL: 1 move—

That the debate be ad journed.
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie): T had
no intention whatever of speéaking to-
night, fur the simple reason I thought
that as a new member T would have some
opportunity of escaping speaking until
T was better zeguainted with the forms
of the House. HBut it seems T shall have
to do the best I ean to engaze the atten-
tion of the House for a few minutes, see-
ing that an adjonrmment is not agreeahle
just now. T would 8y something on the
question of this electoral business, and
1 trust I shall have the indulgence of 1he
Honse, seeing I have to speak from what
I have heard this evening. A strong in-
diectment has been made out in connec-
tion with this electoral matter and the
examinafion of postal votes. Some three
vears ago I had to go throuch the ordeal
of an election petition; it is true I was
the petitioner, and 1 “certainly had
splendid grounds for my petition. The
petition was lheard, and it was admitted
that 38 postal votes were bad. Now [
wish to emphasise this point, because
it is a point that so far has not been
touched upon. They were known to be
had; it was admitted in Court that they
were bad. The Angwin ease had been
decided shortly prior to thai and was
taken as a precedent. My opponent
endeavonred to resign but I declined to
accept the resignation for I wanted the
ease to go to Court, to prove whether it
was in order or not. I asked for an
examination of the postal votes in order
ithat it might he known who was the
¢lected candidate. Of course. I might
tell you I knew I was in by seventeen
or eighteen votes. In the Angwin rase
which I listened to. the Chief Justice
distinctly stated that if counsel wished
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it he ennld examing the postal votes.
When it came to my case the deecision
was reversed, and if was decided on the
mrounds of the seerecy of the ballot that
they would not evamine the postal votes.
It was all very well, and very goud and
very proper, but I want to point out
that fhe numbering of Parliameniary
votes is no dirferent from the numbering
of municipal postal voies so far as the
recognition of the voies is eoncerned.
That being so when I found that in a
municipal ease in Vietoria Park a year
or so age the postal voles had been ex-
amined 1 ithoueht it wns decidedly nn-
fair. But L am not rising to objecl to
that o much as to the omission that was
made when the new Electoral Act was
passed.  One would have thought that
with the experience of Mr. Angwin,
with my experience. and the experiehce
of the whole country, something would
have been done to prevent expense to
persons eontesting election petitions,
Had it not heen for that consecutive
numbering on the ballot papers I or my
party wonld have been saved from £60
to £70 expenses; becanse we would have
acespted the resignation of Mr. INddy or
would have refused to have gone on and
would have fixed the matter up. Bat
finding 1he numbers were (here we
wanted to push the thing to its logical

vonelosion.  What 1 complain of is that
when fhe new Electoral Aet was in-
angurated fhe consecutive numbering

was left on notwithstanding that it leads
people into spending an extra amount
of money. In the casé of the Common-
wealth the numbering is on the eounter-
foil and the blank form, but once the
elector obtains the ballot paper and it is
placed in the box it is just as seeret as
ordinary papers, and in consequence In
the Blackwond case it was held that
postal votes could not be examinell. So
litizants knew that it is of uo use asking
that the postal votes should be examined
because it is impossible to examine them.
I think the Eleetoral Aet under the cir-
cumstances was very badly drafted in
that direction. We are told the good
conscience elause was left out of it and
things of that kind; I de not think that
makes a bit of difference. I endeavoured
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to plead the gond conscience elanse in
my case, but the Courts do not bother
about oond conseience. That is nothing
to do with them; it is law all the time.
Then somebody told us the costs wonld
have been £200 less if they had pleaded
at the commencement and stopped the
case. Well, I would like to fiud the
lawyers in this State who wonld wo so
far with Mr. Gregory’s case for £20 as
on this oeccasion. My experience was
that Mr. A consunlied Mr. B, his piriver,
and Mr. B consulted Mr. A, his pavine ,
at five gnineas and ten gnineas and so
on. So of course it is too thin to tell us
that sort of thing. I do wet know that T
desire to speak any longer on this ques-
tion, I am simply frying to gal breath
or something of the kind in order io
have some chance of mentioning one ov
two little matters. I think it is admilted
it i5 a difficult matter for a new member
to be thoroughly conversant with all the
rules and forms and usages of an as-
semblage of this kind. Therefore I am
not quite certain as to what subjects
I can touech upom, but I shall become
very pavochial in a sense in mentioning
a little matter in my eonstituency. We
have been for a long time in Coolgardie
troubled over Pell’s Crossing. It may
be a trifling matter, but sfraws show
which way the wind blows. For years
we have been told that this foothridge
has been promised to us, and on the eve
of an election we were always told that
the matter would be dealt with in a few
months.  In June, 1908, just when we
were preparing * for an eleetion Mr.
Gregory, in reply to a rvequest from the
eouneil, wrote that Pell’s Crossing would
be construeted as soon as funds were

available.  Of course, it might be pos-
sible that Ffunds are not yet avail-
able. Judging by the finaneial con-

dition of the country they might never
be available. Mr. Gregorv said the mat-
ter had been promised some years ago,
and he hoped in a few months that the
work would be done. That was on the
eve of an election. Passing other mat-
ters we come to the most recent com-
munieation which reads—
““In reply to my memo. of the 13th
instant relative tn the abhove. T am
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direected by the Minister for Railways
to inform you ithat the amount neces-
sary for the construetion of this bridge
will be placed on the schedule of works
for consideration with other works
after the passing of the Hstimates.’’
Now, what I want to eall attention to is
that the work was promised vears ago.
The Government have praclically been in
oftice for three years, and on the eve of
an election we were absolutely fold that
the material wans aetually on the way,
while after the cleciion is over we are
told that the amount will be placed on
the next Estimafes. T hope it will be
placed on the next Estimates. If it is
not T shall have the pleasure of remind-
ing the House about it. I dave say this
may seem a small matter, but it is a
matter of consequence to the people who
live in a cerlain portion of Coolgardie.
When the land was sold to these people
the plans showed this crossing. Conse-
quently an added® value was obtained
by the Government.- Then the erossing
was elosed with the eonsequence that the
value of the land deteriorated. However,
I must eongratulate the CGtoverament on
having at last taken aetion in conneetion
with the sanatorium at Coolgardie. Just
now we listened to an elogueni oration
by the member for Kanowna in connec-
tion with suffering humanity. I think it
must be adnutted by evervbody that the
patients in the sanatorinm not having
a dining-ronm apart from the wards was
distinetly a bardship.  Actually while
they were having their meals other
palients were dyving. Again, there were
40 patients with only one bathroom and
things of that kind. But I am informed
that the Government have let a con-
traet, and I am pleased to he able to
congratulate them,

The Premier :
achieved.

My, MeDOWALL : I do not wish to
be misunderstood in any way. Although
no doubt I shall be able to pick many
faults in the Government as well as in
anybody else, I am not prepared to go
so far as to say that there is not some
zood in everbody. It would be a very
bad outlook for the conntry if that were
not sa. There is another matter that re-

"That is something
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eajpved eongsiderable attention dnring my
election campaign, and that was the un-
satisfactory  condition of the Police
Saperannuation Fund. Tt has been held
that the police, especially those on the
eoldfields, have little or no chance of pro-
motion, and thal they are in an extremnely
bad positiosi. Even the Altorney General
while at Coolgardie admitted that if any
canse needed looking info it was the cause
of the police force of Western Aus-
tralia. -This is not hearsay. I was pre-
sent at the meeting. I sincerely trust
something will be done in this direction.
During last Parliameni the Leader of the
Opposition moved for a seleet committee.
I trust something will be done in the
matter in the near future. 1 must also con-
gratulate the Government on bhaving con-
strucled the first section of the Norse-
man Railway, Of course have no doubt
it is really to be the first portion of the
Esperance Railway, and that we shall
bhave the Ministers rushing over each
other to support the railway going to the
natural port of the goldfields. I am
quite ceriain the Attorney General will
eveutually give it his most ardent sup-
port. There is a matter of local con-
<ern in conneciion with the Mines Regula-
tion Act I wish to mention. It appears
that at Bonnievale the wmen, in conse-
quence of the insuranee or some question
of the kind, and in consequence of the

report.  of the inspeetor of mines,
so 1 am informed, have to go down
1,400 feet by ladders, and have to

<limb up the same distanee each shift.
I think everybody will admit that is a
severe hardship, and I understood that by
some alteration to the Regulations, the
matter could easily be remedied. These
men have been working on fribute for
months, and nothing has been said umtil
reeently. They are now on very good
gold, and we are told this regulation
interferes with the carrying out of their
work, in faet, that they must give up
the tribute or eclamber up and down
ladders 1,400 feet, that is 2,800 feet per
day. If there is any way of inquiring
info the matter I sincerely trust it will be
dane. Now, having said so muoch in con-
neetion with loeal matters, I desire to say
a word or two in connection with finance.
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I am not going to pose as a financial ex-
pert, nor is it my intention to make use
of any figures that may be controver-
tible. That is a dangerous thing, I
think, faor a new member to do, and there-
fore I shall leave ilre question of local
finance out altogethier. but I desire fosay
that we in  Western Australia should
talk wmore as .\ustralians and less as
simply Western Australians: and in that
conneciion I can say that I am sincerely
pleased ai the decision of the High Court
in connection wiih the Surplus Revenue
Bil. 4

The Premier s You would not be if
vou were Treasurer,

My, MeDOWALL :  There are more
important  considerations  than  mere
finaneing and nerely being Treasurer.
There is the question of humanity and
the question of what is rvight. [ main-
tain that the matter of old age pensions
is of paramount importance.

The Premier : Did not we offer to pro-
vide old age pensions from consolidated
revenue 7

Mr. MeDOWALL : T have been in
Western Australia  fthicteen years, and
you have been talking old age pensions
ever sinee | arrived.  But has anybody
done anything 7 Has anybody ever at-
tempted to do anything 7 It is all right
talking : talking is cheap. That is the
position with old age pensions.

The Premier : I am sorry 1 spoke.

Mr. MeDOWALL :  Some one, the
Premier probably, says, “ You would not
if vou were Treasurer.”” No, because he
would reckon the State would pay little
more than its fair proportion : but he
overlooks the faet that this State has
drawn the youth and manhood and the
flower of the Eastern Slates for many
years and has left the old people there;
and it is only a fair and reasonable thing
that we shonld repay the other States
in some way. I do pot wish to get into
any healed argument over the matter.
It is my opinion that the Federal Gov-
ernment in providing old age pensions
have done an immense service to the coun-
try and to Ausiralia as a whole ; and
I maintain that we ghould not be alto-
gether parochial, bul that we should look
to the interests of the whole of the Com-
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monwealth.  \We desire to make Aus-
tralia a White Australia, and we desire
to make it a great nation, but we will
never do it by leooking at things from
limited and narrow boundaries. The
guestion of defence is also of paramount
importance, it is a matter that appeals
to all of us. Therefore, I am pleased,
though it may seem wrong, to say that
I am glad to see the High Court’s de-
eision in regard to the Surplus Revenue
Bill.

The Premier : Why do you not join
the defence forces ?

Mr. MeDOWALL: I was going to
say that I was too stout, but when I look
at the Premier I see there is a possibility.
There are questions I am certainly in
favour of. I do not propose to take up
any more time this evening, but daring
my eampaign it was mooted abroad that
the Parliament in this State costs £60
per hour to keep it going. That is what
my opponent said. He said : “Do you
think my oppouent is worth that?’ TFor-
tunately for ne, the audience interjected
“Yes,” But notwithstanding the fatter-
ing opinions of my constituents on that
oceasion, I have no intention of wsing up
any more of my £60 to-night. However,
I sincerely trost that the Government will
mend their ways and do a litile better in
the future.

Mr. GORDON (Canning) : History
in a wost astonishing way repeats itself.
Some charges made against the Govern-
ment to-night are practically a rveitera-
tion of charges made by myself against
the Daglish Government. [ do not know
whether the member for Balkatta (Mr.
Gill) has read any of my speeches. but he
has accused the Government of jaunt-
ing. Let us go to Hansard. On the
18th July, 1903, in a most memorable
speech I made on the downfall of the
Daglish Government, this is what T
said :—

“ Charges have been laid at the door
of the Government and proved, that
the administration during the present
‘Government’s term of office has been
an ulter failure ;* and the failure is
more marked on account of the jaunt-
ings that the members of the Ministry
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have made throughout the State om
every oecasion.”
That is the charge made to-night by the
member for Balkatta, who was at that
time the Labour Government whip. Let
ug go a little farther. T will refer to the
charge made by the member for Kan-
owna (Mr. Walker) in reference to the
unemployed. This is the charge I made
against the Labour Government—
“There are two questions that the
people of this country expected to be
dealt with by the Labour Government
and those two matters would have been
weleomed by the Opposition because of
their demoeratic nature. 1 refer tothe
question of the unemployed and the re-
duction in the cost of living. Neither
of these questions have the Labour
party attempted to unravel or admin-
ister. 1 am prepared to admit there is
no serious cause for alarm yet as to the
unemployed, but in the other Stiates
the unemployed question las become
chronie, and is argned and fought over
every day. Therefore I think it should
have been the duty of the Government
and what wight have been expected of
them, to have attempted to provide in
the future for the uwnemployed. We
cannot always expeet to progress as we
have dene in the past, especially if we
have a Labour Government in power,
for they only cause unemployed.

Therefore the least thing the Govern-

ment might have done was to have at-

tempted ta deal with the unemployed.”
These ave charges laid agaiust the pre-
sent Government by the member for Bal-
katta, and although he said that what the
Government have done has heen argued
and talked over for years, I elaim that the
Government have had the pluek fo take
up such questions.

Mr., Hettmann: When.

Mr. GORDON: They are on now. If
the hon. wember were an unemployed
man to-day he would be taken on, but he
would certainly be put far back. It is
galling to one who has listened to de-
bates here and outside the House for
vears to hear these charges reiterated by
members of the Opposition, After all
I take it as a compliment that the mem-
hers af the Opposition have read my



