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to have full employment. If that full em-
ployment is to continue, there must be sta-
bility in the way of a general level of
prices. I believe that the Commonwealth,
in co-operation with the States, will be
able to exercise that temporary control in
such a way as to avoid the debacle that
occurred after the last war.  Within
214 years of that war there were no fewer
than 123,000 people out of employment in
Australin. This is the problem as I see it:

Vast numbers of trained men and men
whe have acquired vocational skill in the
Forces will he seeking work on their re-
Jease. Those who have served in the
Forces will, of course, desire to return to
their pre-war ocenpations. Very large bodies
of men and women will also have to be
absorbed in industry in peacetime, so it
will need the wisest statesmanship on the
part of boih the Commonwealth and the
States to ensure that, at that ecritieal
period, employment will be found for all
these people, it may be by putting in hand
essential public works, so that the soldiers
who will be returning will not be faced
with a period of unemployment. I believe
that with the States and the Commoa-
wealth working together, and@ with the ex-
perience that has been gained during the
past six ycars, there will be no need for
unemployment in Australia. We can ad-
vance as a logieal argument that full em-
plovment was found for everyone during
the war and that consequently Australia
should not be confronted with an unem-
ployment problem when the war is over,
as it was during the 10 years previous to
the outhreak of this present conflict.

MR. READ (Victoria Park) [4.53]: Mr.
Speaker, it is with some dilidence that 1
stand before you this afternoon, in ap un-
usual environment, to make my first speech
as a new member. The assistance and in-
struction which have been given to me by
some of the members, however, have some-
what allayed my nervousness and I thank
those members for their kindly aid. I deeply
regret the circumstance which necessitated
the reeent Vietoria Park by-election, the
death of my great friend, Captain Howard
Stirling Raphael. He sat alongside me for
upwards of 20 years in the Perth City Coun-
cil; and during that period his work for the
ratepayers and for the district was of excep-
tional value. During that period he was re-
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sponsible for many of the parks, gardens
and children’s playgrounds which we now
have in our ward for all time. These will
for ever stand as a monument to his labours
for our district. As member for the distriet,
he was at all times, most zealous in the wel-
fare of the families and the individuals.
Particularly valuable was the grand work
he performed during the dreadful years of
the financial depression and unemployment.
He was indefatigable in helping the poor
of the district, who will ever cherish his
memory in their hearts.

May I be permitted to congratulate ouwr
new Premier on his elevation to the high
office he now holds. He is facing an arduons
and difficult task, because the problems of
the post-war period, rchabilitation and re-
construetion, will eertain!y not be less diffi-
cult than the problems dealt with during the
war period. He brings to his office ability
and experience which will enable him to
carry out his duties with honour to himself
and benefit to the welfare of Western Aus-
tralia. I wish him a long and prosperous
tenure of office. On behalf of every scetion
of the Vietoria Park electors, I desire to
thank the ex-Premier for the many kind-
nesses he has shown us in the improvement
of our district. We have sent many depu-
tations to him and these were always kindly
received. The answer was generally no, but
it was cxpressed in a very pleasing manner.
We wish him a speedy return to health and
hope he will live many years to continue his
useful service to the part of the State which
he represents. Reeurring to the passing of
the late Capt. Raphael, I wish to offer my
sympathy to the members of his party on
the loss of a vigorous, sincere, and loyal
supporter.

The most important subject with which we
have to deal, and which has alrcady been
touched upon in this Chamber, is housing.
Thousands of houses are required. The eon-
ditions under which people are living at
present are distressing, and we are not get-
ting on with the job as rapidly as we should.
The Perth City Council is making a survey
of its territory in order to ascertain the
number of sub-standard houses and the ex-
tent of the distress ecaused by them. I know
fairly well what is lacking in that direction
in my own electorate. During the election
campaign I was in touch with the people
there; and in many instances I found
the conditions deplorable. Small houses
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in Vietoria Park were accommodating
as many as three families; a man,
woman and child were eating and sleep-
ing in one room, in which the cooking
was done also. I found that people were
housed in shops, most of which were small.
In the main thoroughfare and in other
places, shops that are not being used for
business have been oecupied by people for
housing purposes. These shops have their
windows painled over. Sometimes there is
just a shop and sometimes a shop with one
small room attached. There are no five-
places, no baths, and no coppers or troughs.

Mr. Cross: And at least one has no
lavatory.

Mr. READ: Very likely! Many of them
have no water laid on, except in the yard
or in the yvard next door. In some instances
there are two or three shops occupied by
families and bhaving only on¢ yard between
them for the children to play in. The con-
ditions are such that I fear what would
happen if an epidemie of sickness should
ocenr. Figures have been quoted to us con-
cerning housing. There have been reams
in the newspapers about the subject, and
we have heard gver the air of the shortage
of houses. Master huilders have written
letters and had them answered. In spite of
it all, very few houses are heing erccted.
One member complained about the price of
houses, 1 do not regard that as seriously
as ] regard the conditions under which
some of the people are living in these pre-
mises. Last week in the Legislative Coun-
eil, one hon. member said that the people
on the land found the housing position just
as acute ns did ‘he people in the towns. He
said that people were expecled to live in
shaeks and in those shacks ta bring up their
familics.

Conditions in the eonntry and in our
towns regarding the amenities attached to
the houses and the inadequacy of the aec-
commodation are similar, hut there is this
difference: In the country, the people are
able to move about and the children are able
to play in an cnvironment which thase in
the town do uot enjoy. They are gble to
play in God's brown clean earth; but in
Vietoria Park ihe children are playing in
a few sqnare vards of dirty black sand im-
preanated with the sweepings and the house-
hold rubhbich which have come from possibly
20 or 30 vears of housekeeping, and which
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contain millions of harmful bacteria. Those
conditions should be changed. As an indi-
cation of the real need in regard to houses,
let me cive a few fimures, The Workers'
Homes Board has 2,300 applications from
people requiring houses. It receives 800
applications per quarter, but the number
which the Federal authorities permit it to
grant is only 120 per guarter. That figure
does not include people who would apply
but have no priority. I refer to people who
are about to marry and married people with
no children. When they go to the Workers’
Homes Board, they are advised not to apply.
The trouble is that we have no building
material in any gquantity in Western Aus-
tralia,

On four occasions I have approached the
Workers’ Homes Board on behalf of people
necding homes, with g request for permis-
sion for them to build. They were people
who had the labour and who were preparcd
to ercet their own homes. Two of them had
clubbeq together with carpenters working at
shipbuilding. They ceased work on Friday
and consequently had Saturdays and Sun-
days on which to build the houses which
would have been of weatherboard and as-
hestos. They eould goon have completed the
job, but the trouble was that there was no
material.  One individual whom I advised
not to apply did se and last week he brought
me this letter which he had reeeived, and
which emphasises the belplessness of the
Workers' Homes Board to give any assist-
ance to anyhody until a reserve of building
materials is built up. The letter states—

Re your application for permission to erect
a new dwelling in Vietoria Park., With re-
foercncee to this application for a permit, as
ahove, I regret to inform you that the appli-
cation will have to be deferred. The present
acule shortage of manpower and materinls
prevenis the application being approved at
the present time. You are advised to renew
vour application in six months’ time, when it
is hoped the position will be improved,

A State Advisory Committee on post-war
housing was appointed by the State Gov-
ernment. Mr. D. L. Davidson was the
chairman, and the members of the commit-
teo were well-known experts in building and
the production of materials. They were
drawn from Government depariments and
fram outside sources for their knowledpe
of the subject. They had hefore them 37
heads of departments and other experts
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from whom they took evidence. That evi-
denee and the committee’s report were pre-
sented to the Minister. The first of the
committee’s recommendations was that
4,000 houses per year were needed in
the metropolitan area for a period of
five years. The committee suggested
that existing . brickyards should be kept
going by the release of manpower; that
a large reserve of building materials
should be stored up immediately; that
50,000,000 bricks should be produced to be
ready for use at the cessation of hostilities;
and that large stocks of seasoned Western
Australian  woods, cement, and ashestos
sheeting should be set aside in a pool from
which they eould be drawn when we are
ready to build.

There are nine brickyards in the melro
politan area eahable of supplying our needs
in this direction, including the State Briek-
works and the Canning Cement Brick
Works. At present, only three of them are
working, and the time has come when the
other brickyards should be opened up. They
will require some improvemenis with re-
gard te amcnities, such as showers, refiring
rooms, water, and eating facilities that do
not exist at present. That is one of the
first steps that should be taken by the
department towards solving the housing
problems. The matter has a further signi-
ficance. Unless we build up a big reserve
of material as quickly as possible, we shall
be faced with unemployment. The Premier
has told us that probably 2,000 artisans
will be released from the Army for the
building of houses. Amongst those there
will no doubt be some who will be put into
production; but they will not be sufiicient,
and we will have the spectacle of carpen-
ters, bvicklayers, plumbers, and their nume-
rous assistants and unskilled attendants
standing down half the time and waiting
for supplies to come forward. The remedy
for that is to transpose men immediately
from some less important works and send
them to our mills in the country, and to
the brickyards and factories, so that they
may produce huge reserves of huilding
material against the time when they will
be nceded. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment has announced that it will provide
money for private producers of building
maferials until such time as they can be
utilised, so that there will be no diffieulty
regarding finance.
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The member for Perth has made refer-
ence to migration. That is something we
must have. I do not want to be misunder-
stood. I am in favour of migration, as L
was years ago, but I do not think the time
has arrived when we are ready to receive
migrants. Our housing conditions are such
that for some time new arrivals would only
inercase our difficulties. TUntil we have
thousands more new homes, no further
population from outside can be accommo-
dated. We are told that 70,000 persons
per annum will probably be bronght to this
country. It is also stated that 17,000 chil-
dren might be expected, but at the present
time what could Western Australia do with
them? We have all {oo few kindergar-
tens. Our health centres are not sufficient,
our schools are over-crowded and, before
we could aecommodate many more chil-
dren, the schools would require fo have
additions, and we would have to build new
schools, The positiun at present is such
that we have very little accommodation, our
teachers have to take 50 oy 60 children in
elasses where there should only be 30 chil-
dren. This is not al all fair to the children
concerned. Qur own children who are com-
ing on will find necommeodation very inade-
quate, without cur importing further chil-
dren hefore we are ready for them.

One of the difficulties that will confront
people who come here hefore we are ready
for them will be our limited hospital ae-
commodation. At present, the hospitals
are working to tull eapacity and, in fact,
cases which should be treated in hospital
are at present being refused admission,
while many patients—for some time after
treatment—are not able to receive the full
measure of atfention that they should re-
ecive at the bands of the medical people.
That s all due to the shortage of hospital
accommodation. }

Feferenee has heen made to the fact that
local commitiees have been relieved of the
payment of the infant health nurses’ sala-
vies. That is so. The Department of Pub-
Yic Health has taken over the contirol of
infant health nurses. Their salaries are
being paid through the Department of
Public Health, but are contributed to by
the local governing bodies, the Lotteries
Commission and, prineipally, by the Gov-
ernment. We who have heen on the com-
mittee of management for the infant health
contres have ceased to have any funetion in



108

the management of the different centres.
The nurses have been absorbed, not only as
to payment of their salaries, but as to
their employment, in the same manner as
are the visiting health nurses. These sisters
belong fo the same unions, and should there-
fore be working under the same conditions.
The manner in which these nurses were
taken over by the department left some-
thine to be desived, so they wrote, asking
what their position was. They wrote to
Dr. Stang, and the reply was—

With reference to your letter of the 1st inst.,

adidressed to Dr. Stang, 1 have to say that
when Cabinet deeided to find additional funds
with a view to assisting the infant health
movement and widening its seope, it was on
the definite condition that mo question of
superannuation should arise.
How could that be agreed to by any body
of employees? The conditions of employment
are laid down by Aet of Parliament or by
Avbitration Court awards. The reply goes
on to say that the department, in this new
arrangement, is merely the agent for pay-
ing the salavies, and that the Government,
as such, is not the employer of the infant
Iealth nurses, But the Government is the
cmployer of the infant health nurses. The
nurses look to the department for direction,
and for every condition under which they
work. 1 hope, therefore, that the Minister
for Meaith, when the new Commissioner
takes charpe, will inquire into this matter
and inform the House whether these nurses
are entitled to the conditions of superannua-
tion, sick pay, long serviee leave and holh-
day pay, rspecially as a Labour Government
is in power.

In the matter of public health, action
should be taken to safeguard our people
from exploitation by patent medicine com-
panies, Years ago there were a few hun-
dred patent medicines on the markef, but
now there are thousands, IExorbitant
prices are heinz charged to the publie,
while the virtnes of the medicines are,
in many instances, very doubtful. There
shonld he an Act of Parliament gov-
erning the qualitiecs and prices of these
preparations. We see advertisements in the
papers and we hear over the air many stafe.
ments which are questionable, with regard
to the virtues of these preparations. In the
rapers just now there is an advertisement
depicting a man helding up a tablet, and
in the same picture is portrayed a man toss-
ing ahout, sleepless. The advertisement says
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that if you take these tablets they will pro-
duce sleep. The compouud is composed of
phosphates and iron. Iron is a compound
which is very necessary to our bodies, and
we can all do with. a little phosphates. If
one ook a course of this preparation for
about three months, it would not do one any
harm, and would possibly do one a littla
good, but I do not think it would produce
sloep.

Then there is the price of these prepara-
tions! Iron is available in great quantities
and is cheap enough—it will be cheaper still
when Yampi Sound has been opencd up—
and we scll phosphates to the farmers by
the ton. There is no control over the prices
of these patent medicines. We read that
we can get, out of a bottle, immunity
against any disease, and the price of this
nostrum is £1 1s. per bottle, it heing recom-
mended that one should take three or four
bottles. A persen might take this medicine
and vet find, later on. that he had contracted
the very disease against which it was sup-
posed to have immunised him. e would
then have lost his money. There is no con-
trol over the people who are making hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds out of exploi-
tation of this kind. It seems to he very un.
fair that there is no control over such
prople, hecause in our own town a pharma-
eist, who eame under the eve of the Price
Fixing Commissioner, was fined £10 for
charging 3d. extra on a hottle of eampho-
rated oil, a preparation the medieal virtues
of which are defined and laid down for our
protection by the British pharmacopeia in
a book compiled by the British Medical As-
sociation. The evil of this, to my mind, is
that if a poor sick person, who cannot af-
ford to go to a doctor for trealment, takes
this medicine without result, not only is his
health affected but he has paid away money
which he can ill spare and possibly throngh
paving away that money he has to go with-
cut food or other necessities—if he is on the
hasie waee., Something should be done to
put an end to this evil

There is another matter—olive oil! We
hear over the air, and we read in the Press,
of the virtnes of olive oil. We are told
that olive oil is contained in many foilet and
other articles, hut T do not think there is
any olive oil in them, If there is, it should
he controlled by some anthority, and should
be given to the hospitals for the treat-
ment of sick people, and particularly for
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the treatment of children. We know that
the supply of olive oil is so short that it
should be controlled in the interests of pub-.
lic health. I think the proof that there is
no olive oil in these preparations lies in
the faet that at the present time it eosts
40s. per gallon in Australia, and one could
not expect many of these preparations to
contain olive oil while it is at that priee.
I see by the papers that some of the broagd-
casting announcers have been wsuspended,
not for mis-statements about patent medi-
cines or the price of such preparations, but
for telling us funny stories, so our meorals
are more protected than are our bodies or
our pockets.

The health of the people at the present
time is in the hands of the Commonwealth
(Government. The Pharmacentical Benefits
Act will come info operation, we are told,
at the beginning of next wear, Tt wonld
have been in operation many months ago,
bat for the opposition of the British Medi-
cal Association. I bope the time will come
when the British Medieal Assoeiation,
throngh its members, will co-operate with
the Government in supplying free medical
advice, free medicine and free hospitalisa-
tion. This is something we should have. A
free health service is absolutely necessary.
Just faney a man afflicted with pain not be-
ing able to get rid of it unless he has money!
This is mot a socialistic measure; it is a
common necessity of a civilised Christian
people.

Now I come to the vexed guestion of the
Causeway. We are all proud of our capital
city, but we must continue with the improve-
ments so neeessary to advaneement. Our
great blemish is the Causeway, which is the
river approach to the eity. Tt is the means
by which twe-thirds of our rural populafion
enter and leave the city., This bridge is the
only one in a disfance of 12 miles either to
Fremantle or Midland Junction. There is
no ferry fo carry motorcars or other traffic
across the river; there are no other means
apart from this narrow causeway by which
traffic may move from a city with a popu-
lation of about 240,000. Members have
visited the eapitals of other States, and I
ask them whether they ean visualise such a
causeway over a river leading to any other
capital city in Australia. Noj it is fit only
to give approach to a couniry town.

The narrowness of the Causeway has led
to the occurrence of many aceidents. T made
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inguiries at the Police Department in ovder to
try to calenlate the number of accidents that
had occurred on the Causeway, but I fouud
that the department does not analyse the
figures in a manner to show the number.
Only last weck a voung man was killed
while crossing the Causeway. It was just
another death. That man left a wife and one
child. I do not know, but possibly the Child
Welfare Department is paying for the up-
keep of the children berveft of parents killed
in accidents on the Causeway and probably
paying enough to mcet the interest and sink-
ing fund on a new bridge. It might astound
members to learn that the average daily
number of vehicles that erossed the Canseway
in 1938-39 was 15,874 while the number that
crossed the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1937-
38 was 18,745—only 3,000 more. To carry
the comparison further, let me inform mem-
bers that the width of the Causeway is 38
feet and the width of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge is 77 feet. I eonsider that one of
our first post-war works after the No. 1
priorities have been attended to should he
the building of a new eauseway that would
be safe and would be a matter of pride to
the ciftizens of Perth.

The beantification of the foreshore on the
south side of the river should be continued
upstream as on the downstream portion. The
territory of the City Council extends from
Rivervale to the Causeway, and the dredgiag
by the Governmeni should be continuned so
that the subsequent filling, levelling and
beautification work might be earried out by
the Perth City Couneil.

The whole of Vietoria Park mmust be
sewered. This distriet has many sewered
premises, but it has 1,000 unsewered houses
which the deep drains pass and which are
eapable of being connected up at once. The
owners of these houses should be induced to
link up with the system as soon as labonr
and material are available. We in Victoria
Park are in an unfortunafe position. Orders
have been. issved for the removal of the
ganitary depot, but the position regarding
that depot is very little if any worse than it
has been for the last 10 years, excepi for
the building of a public school nearby. There
are no more houses near the depot than there
were before. Certainly the depot must be
removed, buf it seems a waste of money,
labour and material, which could be utilised
for some other purpose, to move it
now. The carrying out of the work will
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cost the Perth City Council ratepayers over
£10,000, which is equal to almost a 2d. rate,
apart altogether from the uselessness of this
expenditure when the Government in turn
sewers the whole of the district.

Thanks are due to the Minister for Works
for his inferest in having kept going, tem-
porarily, at any rate, the Welshpool tactory,
certains sections of which were to have heen
closed and the staff discharged. The men
warking there reside in the Canning and
Vietoria Park electorates, and we are hoping
that some arrangements will be made where-
by those works may be permanently kept
in operation, They could be utilised for
manufaeturing hardware, such as bolts, spare
parts and replacements for agricultural
machinery, portions of houses that will have
to be bailt, and parts for the railways that
will have to be reconstructed. I have heen
informed by engineers that the machinery
already installed could be easily, inexpen-
sively and qnickly converted for the pur-
pose of employing those men on work to
supply ¢ivilian requirements.  There arve
numerous Commonwealth agencies in the
State and the Government must exert itself
to compel the Commonwealth officials
to co-ordinate their work with the policy of
Parliament in the interests of Western Aus-
tralia.

MRB. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[5.41]: I, too, should like to express my
gratitude {o the ex-Premier for the many
courtesies I received from him duaring the
time he held that office. He was always
willing to give ene a fair hearing and I
consider he was just in the decisions he
made. 1 hope that he will be fully restored
to health and that, as a resuit of laying
down the burdens of office, his health will
improve rapidly, T congratulate the mem-
bher for Gescovne on his aecession to the
office of Premirr. 1 have watched his rise
in polities with considerable interest, and
I have no doubt that he will live up to the
expectations of his poarty. 1 should also
like to congratulate the Depuly Premier.
He entered this Ilonse some time after 1
dAid. 1 have not had the opportunity of
sering him in Qpposition, bhut T believe
that if we eould arrance for him to have
a term in Oppozition. he wonld be all the
better for it. [ compliment the memher
for Murchison on his elevation to Minis-
terial rank. I have goo? frasap o remem-
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ter him when he was sitting on the Oppo-
sition side of the House. He certainly was
a ¢ritic and a very aetive eritie.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
need for him to be in Opposition today.

My, MeLARTY: e was more aetive
when he was in Opposition.

The Minister for Lands: We ail are.

Mr. MeLARTY: But I cannot say
whether he was more effective. .As he was
such a eandid eritie, [ take it he will not
olgect to eriticism from us, and 1 hope he -
wili be able to stand up to it. e has two
departments to  administer— railways  and
transport—against whieh eriticism will as-
swiedly be levelled. Undoubtedly there is
voom for improvement in the matter of
transport. However, I believe that the new
Minister will make a very closc study of
vaillway problems. It is in his nature to
make a elese study of problems in which
he 19 interested, and there is need for close
investization of the workings of our rail-
way and transport syvstems generally, I
have no doubt he will devote considerable
energy and study to the problems confront-
irg him and T wish him luck.

The member for Vietoria Park has made
a very practieal speech thir evening. He
has dealt with subjeets in which he is well
versed, and T feel sure that his foture
speeches will bhe listened to with respeet
hy all sections of the House. T was most
inferested on Satnrday to see the allot-
ment of the portfolios in the new Ministry,
T rezret some of the changes. while some,
T think, will he for the zood of the coun-
trv. I was sorry to sce that the Premier
had te lay down the offices of Lands and
Agriculture, but T realise that it would
not he fair to burden him with these two
imnortant offices, together with the Pre-
miership, the Treasurership and the im-
portant work af Ilousing. T was also sorry
to see the Minister for Lands give up the
porifolio of Health. 1 have always re-
rarded kim as one who has male a close
etudy of health matiers, and he has aceumu-
lated a considerabhle amonnt of knowledee.
JTowever, he has now gone to the Tands De-
partment and he will not find that an easy
et Bat T am sure we will aive him what
heln we ean and T hope he will take any
advice that we tender,

The Minister for Fdueation also takes in
the portfolio of Aavien'ture. I think those
two portfalios will ma tamether, becaunse



