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Pegislative Council,
Tuesday, 25th August, 1936,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
P, and read pravers,

ASSENT TO EBILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Supply
Bill (No. 1), £2,200,000.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Oun motion by Hon. M. Seddon, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. Cornell (South) on the ground
of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 13th August.

HON. G. B. WOOD (Kast) [4.35]: Be-
fore proceeding with my remarks, I wish
to express my appreciation of the many
kindnesses extended to me hy members on
my eleetion ro Parliament. Particularly do
I appreeinie the remarks of Mr, Baxter,
Mr. Piesse and Mr. Angelo, and their kindly
references to my late tather, Not only do
T appreciate those remarks, but members of
my family have also appreciated them. I
wish to refer to one or two matters of vital
importanee to the provinee I represent, as
well as to the State. T represent a huge
provinee, in which are eontained many pri-
mary industries. I am naturally concerned
about the wellare of the people engaged in
these industries. Many of our wheat farmers
are produeing real wealth for the State,
and the State iz exizting npon it, but they
themselves are not in a happy condition as
regards comforts, finances, or general pros-
perity. Many of them are merely existing
upan their farms, working long hours, liv-
ing in inferior houses, their wives and child-
ren not reeeiving the comforts due to them,
and they themselves not receiving an ade-
quate reward for their labours. We have
the sorry pasition of heing posscssed of
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2,700 abandoned farms. I say positively we
cannot permit thal state of affairs to exist
indefinitely without making a determined
effort to re-occupy some of those that are
within the safe rainfall area. I would not
suggest re-occupying every abandoned farm,
but there are many which we cannot afford
to allow to remain as they are at present,
breeding grounds for grasshoppers, rabbits,
and other vermin. Another task also con-
fronts us. We have to consolidate the posi-
tion of those who are remaining on their
farms. Many of them sre sadly in need of
assistance for the reconditioning of their
machinery and the purehase of more horses.
I am opposed to the use of the Rural Relief
Fund for either of these purposes. I con-
sider that fund is inadequate for the rehabi-

litation of the farming industry.  Many
farmers, particularly in  the north-
castern  wheathelt, have lost all their

horses, while others have lost half their feamns
through froubles ensuing upon drought.
This State has built up in good times essen-
tial transport services to cope wilh the
53,000,000-bushel yield of some years ago.
We cannot afford to carry on these services
without eonsiderahe retrenchment, especially
it our wheat yield this year does not exceed
23,000,000 bushels. The surest way to cope
with the situation is fo agnin increase our
yvield to 53,000,000 bushels. We are all
very glad of the assistance the State has
reeeived from the goldmining industry. As
a result of that, this State is enjoying a
certain amount of prosperity, and the going
is more or less good. Now is the time to
take advantage of that prosperity, and place
our other primary industries on n surer
foundation, The time has come when we
will have to depend upon our wheat and
wool to earry us through. We are very
grateful, too, for what has been done throngh
the Rural Relief Fund., That, however, is
ouly a drop in the ocean compared with
what is required fo put the wheat and other
industries in a good position. We must have
more money for the rehabilitation of our
farming industry. The Rural Relief schene
is not for rchabilitation; it is only a debt
adjustment. scheme, and one that has not
done very much good. One can say that
75 per cent. of the wealth of the State comes
from our rural industries. Notwithstanding
that, those industries have only about 30 per
cent. of the representation in TParliament.
I appeal f{o legislators, other than
those representing rural interests, for sym-
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After viewing the claims of various country
towns, it seems to me that Merredin is
deserving of favourable consideration when
a decision is being reached regarding the
site for the new high school. \ention is
made in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech of the
increased supply of eleetriciiy that will he
available when the extension of the East
I'erth power house plant has heen com-
pleted. Tt is suggested that all the re-
quirements in that respeet will he fulfilled
when that work is completed. I hops
that thai  will cover the requiremenis
of the hill disfriets, and that mains
will be extended to Glen Forrest and,
if possible, to Mundaring. A large number
of people veside in those distriets and I am
cortfident that much power will be utilised
in fulfilling their requirements and, in con-
sequence. considerably inereased revenue
will be veaped hy the department. Tn faet,
T helieve that the service there will he self-
supporting. I was disappointed to note
that no mention was made in the Lieut.-
Governov'’s Speech regarding the intention
of the Government to introduce marketing

legislation. 1t is desirable that the small
producers, partienlarly those whe deal in

pevishahle articles, shall he provided with
protective legislation, so thaf their industries
mayx he controlled. T do not sugwest price-
fixing when I refer io the necessity for
marketing legislation, nor have T in mind
anything that will eonflict in anv way with
Section 92 of the Constitution. The egeo
producers and poultry farmers generally re-
yuire the establishment of a marketing
hoard, and legislation along the lines of the
Vietorian Act would be most  desivable,
Under that Act those connected with any
individual industry can seek the protection
of the legizlation and their activities ean be
controlled by a board of producers, men who
Enow something abont the indusfry con-
verned.  Although there is no vefevence of
that deseription in the Speech. I hope that
the Government will introdnce legislation
alone the lines T have indieated. A serions
position confronts certain indunstries to-day,
in respect to supplies and prices for bran
and pollard. The millers of Western Aus-
trafia, in order to provide suflicient bran
and pollard for those engaged in the various
allied industries, including poultrymen, pig
viaizerz  and dairymen, require a certain
volume of export trade. Ounr millers are
aperatine at a distinet disadvantage  com-
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pared with the millers in the Eastern States,
where they bave a “through-the-mill” rate.
Although onr millers did enjuy a similar
provision at one time, it was taken away
from them in 1914, If our millers had the
henefit of that particular rate, it would mean
assistance to them to fhe extent of 8s. per
ton. Althongh that dees not seem much, it
would place them on a more equitable foot-
ing with the producers in the Eastern States.
Some time ago the then Premicr (Hon. P.
Coilier}, during the course of a broadeasted
speech, emphasised the fact that the Gov-
erinment had assisted the tunber industry by
granting a rebate in respect of railway
freizhts amounling to a large sum. No one
would objeet to that nssistauee, but T main-
tain that i the Govermmment could render
that help to the timber industry, they could
alsu afford to assist the flour-milling in-
dustey.  Any sacrifice that might be made
in order fo render that assistance, would
mean that the Goverment would be more
than compensated because of the extra
freight that would e received on the State
ships in connection with the export of timber
to Singapore, while it would mean more
wages for the wharf lnmpers, more work for
the vailway men, and advantages in other
indirect ways. JIn addition to that, theve
would be the increased avenwes of employ-
ment for mill hands. I hope that, in the
interests of all concerned, attention will he
given to the milling industry and assistance
rendered hyv the provision of the “through-
the-milt® rate. T was surprized that no
mention was made in the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speech of provision for a new hnilding for
the Agricultural Departisent. Anyone ac-
auainted with the condition of the present
building must be aware that it constitutes
a disgrace to the State. The premises are
not fit to house the smallest and least im-
portant depariment, whatever that may be,
let alone a department that is the most
important in a State of primary produe-
tion. No fitting laboratory is available to
enable the officials to carry out neecessary
research work. At the present time the
presence of toxic paralysis in our stoek, and
the ravages of the red-legged mite in our
pastures, are taking their toll and no rea-
sonable expense should bhe spared in at-
tempting to find remedies. We cannot
expect our doctors and professors to carry
out research work in the present dreadful
buildings. and T trust that something will
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be done in the near future to remedy the
existing unsatisfactory state of affairs.
Dealing with transport matters, the State
Transport Co-ordination Aet, while in it-
self a desirable measure, requires drastic
amendiment. It operates exeeedingly harshly
with regard to some of the smaller primary
producers.  Quite recently some of our
apiarists were told that they could not
convey clarified honey to Perth, although
they could emt ernde honey to the works
at York where the article was clarified.
That honey is not manufactured in York,
but merely clavified, and I fail fo see why
any sueh restriction should be placed upon
the apiarists.

Hon. A, Thoemson: Don’t you think they
were very fortunate to be allowed to eart
their erude honey to York?

Hon. G. B, WOOD: Perhaps that is so,
but these people are being hampered in
their activities. 'They are operating at
Manjimup, New Norcia, and other centres,
and while they are permitted to convey
erude honey, they are not permitfted to
transport their clarified produet. Those
apiarists say it is not cconemical to use
the railways, and in those cirecumstances
they will he forced to leave their homes
and their operations generally and move to
the eity. That means enforeced central-
isation, which is very undesirable. Tt will
also mean inereasing the price of their pro-
duct. Surely to goodness there arve troubles
enough already without making couditions
any harvder. I understund that some dairy-
men in the South-West have been instrueted
that they eannot transport their milk sup-
plies; yet people who are within a certain
radius of the ecity are permitted to do so.
Why should not the people in the outer
country districts be allowed to cart their
milk to Perth just as much as those living
nearer to the metropolis? T hope that mat-
ter will receive consideration too. It is
interesting to note that the Government
have authorised an inquiry by a speeisl
eommittee into the desirability of remov-
ing the lazaret at Wooroloo, and as that
matier is bheing considered now, further
comment on my part might be ruled out of
order. In passing, however, I might roy
mark that the residents of Wooreloo arve
anxiously awaiting the findings of the com-
mittee. The (lovernment are to be com-
mended upon their action in assisbing in
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the provision of three hospitals in the
country distriets. I refer to Gnowangerup,
Merredin and Manjimup. While I have not
ingpected the Gnowangerup and Manjimup
hospitals, I ean assure the House that the
Alerredin hospital is a credit to the State.
The buildings are remarkably fine. The
loeal people found some of the money
necessary fov the institution, and the Gov-
ernment rendered assistance as well. 1
am glad to sec that the Flying Doctor
Scheme has received assistance from the
Uovernment. As a resident of the North-
West for many years, I know what a won-
derful boon the scheme must he to the
people residing in that part of the State.
Lately we have heard talk regarding the
desirability of recommenecing the introdue-
tion of assisted migrants to Australia. I
hope nothing will be done along those lines
until our own youth unemployment prob-
lem has heen solved and our own people
placed on full-time work. Either that, or
we should wait until the position has re-
verted to what it was in pre-depression
days. Perhaps something could be done to
induce people possessed of a little eapital
to come out and settle on some of our
abandoned farms. I would not be a party
even fo that unless the properties coulid
ke given to the neweomers on extremely
favourahle terms. I think some of the
holdings eould, praetically speaking, be
given away. If any system of migration is
embarled npon in the future, I trust that
a very careful selection of migrants will
be made. Most of our troubles—at any
rate with our land schemes, especially the

group settlement scheme — have been
due to the wvery poor type of im-
migrant  despatched fo Australia. I

do not suggest that all the migrants were
of an inferior type, but I have had con-
siderable experience with them. In my
opinion at least 50 per cent. of them should
have been retained in England. Turning to
another seritous problem, T am very much
afraid that we will be confronted by an-
other invasion of locusts in the north-eastern
parts of the wheat aren. The farmers there
are not in a Anancial position fo cope with
the pest, and some concrete assistanee should
be vendered them immediately. T understand
ihat the Beneubbin Road Board is prepared
lo carry out certain work if the Government
will provide some assistance. The Gov-
ernment Fntomologist, Mr. Newman, has
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visited that district, and I am afraid his
poliey has in view the protection of the pre-
sent crop. The problem is far greater than
that. It i5 a State matter, and unless some
most determined action is taken in the near
future, a very serious position will con-
front us. I know of one small area where
the holdings of about six different farmers
are surrounded by abandoned Agrieultural
Bank holdings comprising some 40,000 acres.
Those haif dozen settlers are in an impos-
sihle position and cannot hope to cope with
the loenst pest under such conditions. I is
realised that the abandoned farms are the
breeding grounds for locusts or grasshop-
pers, and I urgently appeal to the Govern-
ment to take action in that respect in the
near future. If acfion is not taken, the
problem will before long develop into a mueh
more scrions one, and conditions may arise
under which it will be practically useless to
endeavour to cope with it. Before conelud-
ing, T desirve to touch on a few Federal mat-
ters that I eonsider are of vital importance
to Western Australia. T notice fhat the Fed-
eral Aid Roads Grant is to be extended, and
that nezotiations are to be entered into with
the Federal Government. 1 hope that when
negotiations are in progress between the
Goveinments, an understanding will be
arrived at in regard to the petrol tax. That
tax was imposed some years age with the
idea of making main roads, and we know
that only about 3d. a gallon of the tux has
been used for that purpese. The remainder
has gone into Consolidated Revenue, In the
vears 1934 and 1935 Western Australia was
paid £200,000 less than was taken away in
petrol tax, and T do hope that when nego-
tiations are in progress this aspect will be
ziven serious consideration. Touching that
£200,000 T think it would bhave kept on
full-time work very many workers who have
been and are still heing emploved on part-
time work. Much has bheen said lately as
to the merits and demerits of the Federal
Government's action in imposing tariffs on
imported foreign goods. Tt appears fo me
that the Federal Government had to come
to the point of deciding very definitely who

was to be given consideration hetween
Enaland and foreign countries. We know
that the woolgrowers have been hit the

hardest, because Japan appears te be the
only country that instituted reprizals. We
siill have to aceept the fact, though, that
England is our hest customer for wool, and
England buys many of our other products
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as well—fat lambs, dried fruits, eggs, bul-
ter, chilled beef, cte.—which Japan does not
buy from us. 1t behoves us all to take a
broad view of the position and look at it,
not only from the material but from a senti-
mental and defence viewpoint, while not for-
geiting the fact that the standard of living
of many of our workers, particularly in the
Eastern Stales, is being undermined by the
importation of eheap foreign goods. We
have reason to believe that England will
trade with us to help us, and Japan wilk
trade with us to help Japan, The findings
of the Privy Council Appeal ave very dis-
appointing to our producers, particularly
those in the dried fruits and dairying in-
dustries. It is a matter for surprise ip
producers that the Government of a primary
producing State should have intervened in
that case and assisted Mr. James and hiy
friends in his fight against lhe dried fruits
industi y. While I am prepared to
admit  that the Government were not
interested in Mr. James, but rather inter-
vened with the idea of maintaining State
richts, it scems a great pity that this shounld
he done at the expense of very imporiant
primary industries. It took many years to
got that legislation through, and it is a great
pity (hat it has all gone by the board. No
doubt judging by the trend of cvents in
Furope, and particularly what we hear over
the wireless sometines {rom foreign coun-
tries, many of us wili be thinking of some-
thing clse in the near future rather than of
our immediate domestic affairs.  For in-
stance, we may have something more to
think ahout than whether we are going
to get 4s. for our wheat or 1s. for wool
1 vefer 1o the possibility of war. Fastern
States Parliamentavians have told me that
it seems likely a meuasure for compulsory
military training will be introduced in the
Federal House in the near future, although
I noticed that Sir Archdale Parkhill denied
this. Tt is our duty as citizens in this Siate
to edurate people as to the necessity for the
mntroduction of such legislation, so that when
it comes along they will he ready for it,
and take it 2+« they should take it. While at
this early stage in my Parliamentary earecr
it would he presumptuous of me to criticise
the Government, T must admit that I am
very disappointed in the Lient.-Giovernor's
Speech, T was struck by the fact that there
s nothing in it to lead ue to believe that
any assistance will be given to our wheat
industry, and other primary industries.
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Mention has heen made of futwre activity
in the mining areas, such as a railway at
Cue and new pipelines to Norseman and
other mining distriets. Perth js to have more
sewerage, trolly buses, drainage, water sup-
plies, educational facilities and electricity.
While we know that all these things are
desirable, even in a prosperous city like
Perth and for the prosperous mining in-
dustry, we are naturally very disappointed
that nothing has been said to lead us to be-
lieve that any assistance will be given to
some of our rural industries. Surely our
farming industries from whieh so much
wealth eomes, but which in themselves are
not very wealthy, are deserving of a little
assistance! The Government should have
learnt dnring the recent drounght the desir-
ability of a much more adequate water
supply in the eountry than exists at present.
T do hope that though these questions are not
mentioned in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech,
the Government will give all the relief that
s necessary to the people coneerned and
the industries that have suffered and are still
suffering through no fault of their own, I
thank hon, members for the patient and
folerant hearing they have given me.

HON. L. CRAIG (Sonth-West) [57]: I
join in the congratulations to the f{wo
new members who have been elected to
this Iouse and in condoling with the
two unfortunates in their defeat. Two
things struek me at the opening of Parlia-
ment, which I may be permitted to mention.
The first was the dreadful overerowding.
The time has come when the number of in-
vifations should be limited. The opening
ceremony las hecome more like a football
mateh every vear, and I do think we should
limit the number of people invited fo the
galleries. I am not talking about the invi-
tations to the floor. That, Sir, is your pigeon
and I muderstand that vou bear the expense
of it. But it is wost difiicult to obiain a
cup of tea and the scrum that takes place is
most undignified.

Hon. C. B, Williams: What was the posi-
tion in the har?

Hon. L. CRAIG: 1 did not go into the
bar. I was not able to get there; it was so
crowded. The position was sueh that I sent
my blue tickets to my boys at school. I
would certainly not invite ladies to come to
the gallery. I sent my tickets io my boys
at the sehnol and told them to puf on their
footy togs if they wanted to get a cup of
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tea. Why not limit the number of invita-
tions and allow the proceedings to be a
little more dignified and less crushed? One
other small thing struck me as out of date,
although perhaps I am out of place in men-
tioning it. I noticed that when the Chief
Commissioner was addressing the two
Houses, he started ofl, “Mr, President, Hon-
ourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Coun-
cil and Members of the Legislative Assem-
by Now that might have been all right
a hundred or two hnndred years ago, but I
think the time has ecome when our enstoms
should be reviewed, I am a great believer
in {raditions and customs when they are
sensible but not when they arve out of date.
I noticed that at this particular introduction
some of our worthy friends from another
place fittered like a lob of schoolboys. It
ereated a lot of mirth and the opening of
Pavliament is not a place for the creaiion
of mirth. I think the time has eome when
some of these matters might be reviewed with
a view to coming down to our more or less
matter of faet doys. 1t is a rather
foolish expression, “IHonourable Gentlemen
of the Tegislative Council and Mem-
hers of the Legislative  Assembly.”
At mess dinners in the army, more for a
joke than anything else, those present may
he addressed as “Gentlemen of the Light
Horse and men of other units” That
kind of thing ereates mirth, and that is jost
what takes place here at the opening of
Parliament where we hear “Hon. gentlemen
of the Legislative Council and Members of
the Legislative Assembly.” 1 think that is
foolish and we should bring this method of
nddressing members of hoth Houses to some-
thing mere reasonable. [ do not suggest
how it should be done; 1 leave that to the
people who know more ahout it.

The Honorary Minister: Would vou ecall
them all “gentlemen.”

Hon. 1., CRAIG: I would say “ITon.
menthers of the Legislative Council and the
Legislative Assemblv.”  That would he
better and certainly wounld not cause mirth
amongst the gentlemen who stand at the
back of the Chamber. 1 am going to touch
on another subject which is not popular. I
consider the time has arrived when some-
thing should be done towards the completion
of Parhament House. 1t is ahout 35 vears
since the construction was first begun, and
still we find the same projecting pieces of
ealvanised ivon at the end of the walls that
were there when [ was a boy attending



