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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayors.

QUESTION —NAVIGATION ACT,
EXEMPTION.

Mr. SLEEMAN agked the Premier: 1,
Were the State Government approached by
the Federal Government for an opinion be-
fore the granting of exemption to the s.s,
‘*Centaur’’ to trade on the North-West

coast of thig State? 2, If so, what opinion

was givent
The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, No.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT
RELIEF,

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON asked the Col-
onial Treasurer: 1, Have the Government
agreed to spenid pound for pound with the
City Council on new unscheduled works
which the Council may undertake for the
relief of the unemployed? 2, If so, will
the same terms and conditions be granted
to other local governing bodies of the met-
ropolitan area?

The COLONIAL, TREASURER re-
plied: 1 and 2, No; and no request of this
vature has beer made.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Eighth Day.

Mr. BARNARD (Sussex) [4.33]: As one
of the new members, let me congratulate
vou, 8Bir, on your election as Speaker. Also
T wigh to eoegratulate the Premier and his
Miniaters on their attainment to office.
At the last eleetion it was the people’s
wish that those gentlemen should take
office, and we have to abide by that de-
cision. Let us hope that the people will
not be disappointed iz the Premier and his
Ministers. It has been pleasing to hear hom.
memhbers express their willinguess to help
the Premier in tha work he has before him.
In the Governor’s Speech I notice that
every part of Western Australia is men-
tioned for assistanee; so apparently the
same old poliey is to be earried on by the
new Government. That will be gratifying
to those on this side, The Premier has
gaid that he will require at least £7,000,000
this year for the works of the country,
Judging from the requests we have heard
from members here it iz elear that
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£7,000,000 will aot be sufficient to carry out
all the works required. The Premier is likely
to have a dificult problem in finding the
money. I hope he will be able to get suffie-
ient to carry out the most necessary works,
and that hon. members’ requesta will be
acteded to, for I am sure they are quite
justified. Aly own have not yet been added
to the list. Fortunately they are very
small indeed. Of course, like Geraldion and
Fremantle and Bunbury, Busselton has a
harhour tequiring attention. To me 1t
seems that Busselton's claim in this respect
is more urgent than any of the others. We
have a jetty not equal to the business of
the port. Owing to the Margaret River
railway being almost completed, the tim-
ber milla erected along that line are send-
ing timber through Busselton to Bunbury
because the accommodation at our jetty is
not sufficient for the berthing of the large
boats that come for timber.

The Minister for Lands: Will not a lot
of that timber go to Augusta in future?

Mr, BARNARD: [ hope not. It is elogsor
to our port than to Augusta, and the Aug-
usta jetty will require .o lot more rzepairs
than will ours to be able to berth timber
boats, The jetty-head there is only 600 feet
long, whercas the timber boats are up to
450 feet in length, The Margaret Hiver
railway bas not yet been taken over by
the Gorernment, although 1922 tone of tim-
ber nave been sent through to Bumbury for
shipment. Then there are some smaller
reguirements in my electorate.  For in-
stance, a railway station at Donnybrook is
necessary and has been half-promised for
many years, Yet mew stations of much
less importance are being built elge-
where. The most pressing question of all
iz that of group settlement. The Minister
for Lands last night gave us some aston-
ishing figures. Speaking of land settle-
ment generally he said that £11,000,000 had
been lent to farmers. I take it most of
that has been lent in the wheat areas. The
Treagurer has said that he requires one anil
a-quarter million pounds for the group set-
tlements this year. Tt is a very large sum,
but I hope he will be able to find all that
13 necessary to carry on the goond work
initizsted by Sir James Mitchell. The
policy of group settlement has found
favour with the Labour Party. ULast night
the Minister for Lands told wns that the
party had kept the Government in power
Iast session beeause they were satisfied with
the group seitlement poliey.

The Minister for Lands: I said because
they ware carrying out our policy.

Mr. BARNARD: It is one and the same.
I am glad the Minister is poing to continune
that poliecy of development of group settle-
ment. Notwithstanding the eriticism lev-
elled against the scheme and apgainst Sir
James Mitchell who  inapgurated it, all
must admit that good work has bheen done.
The member for Guildford (Hon. W. D.
Jobnson) eriticised the group settlement
and the South-West lands. He said the
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Bouta-West country would take years to
sweeten, and that the clearing of the iland
should be carried out on a different sys
tem, the bigger trees being ringbarked. Of
course, ringtarked country is easier and
cheaper to clear than is green country; but
if we are to wait five or seven yerrs for the
country to be cleared, how can we hope
to develop group settlement? As for the
land requiring to he swoetened, the hon.
member must know that his statement was
incorrect; for it has bheen proved that
in that country, where green timber grew
Iast year crops will grow this year,
c¢rops incloding potatoes and oats. They
are not grown in large quantities at
the present time. A potato crop will yield
from ecight to ten tons to the aere. Tho oal
vrops were exceptionally good, and the bes
sheaf shown in the district had been grown
on one of the groups that was green the
Fear before.  This indieates that the country
is not sour and does not require years of
swod tening. A let has been satd ghout
clearing, and it has heen stated that it
khorld have been done by cowptract rather
than Ly the group scttlers. The acheme that
wus adepted wos a good one, Although
there ure men from the Oli Country who
lnve never used an axe, especially the type
uged in Australia, thev have to be taught,
und thig ia the easiest way to teach them.
In a short time they will he able to «do the
work asx well as an Australian, [ have been
amongst the group scttlements as much as
anyone. I have seen the work the aettlers
have been doing, and 1 am of opinion that
the majority will muke goud if they are
given a chanee, The Minister for Lands
gdmilted be thought each man shonld have
a cow npon which to practice milking, and
that it was hetter to spoil one eow than ten.
It is a good idea. The same thing appliex
to the men who are working on the land.
If they have never dome any clearing in
their lives, it is better that they should be
shown how to do it under supervision such
as 1n o gronp. .An area of 25 acres is aot
sufficient for one mamn, and each will have
to clear more of his own land. The clearing
methods adopted are mnch the same as the
old type that ix adopted by other people.
Traction engines are being used, and these
are in charpe of qualified men who do the
tree pulling. When n tractor is not used
the ordinary tree puller is brought into re-
quisition. Any man with coutmon sensc ean
use a treepuller in a very little while. That
part of the work, therefore, is done in the
same way as a eontractor would do it. T
ghould like the member for Quildford (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) to take a trip to the South-
West, for 1 feel sore that he has not seen
as much of that part of the State as he
should have geen. If he went through the
distriets and saw the clover growing there,
he would know that the land nas not 50 sonr
as he thought it wes. Last year in the
group settlements in my district 2,700 acres
of clover were planted, and this is now doing
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well, [ am satiefied that the group settle-
ments will be the mainstay of Western Aus-
tralia, It is a system of development that
we should encourage. lLet us hope the Gov-
erniment will continue the werk, and will he
able to find the money nvcessary to enable
thoeo to earry it un, The Minister for Lands
referred to the storckeepers. | am justified
in defending them, particularly those in my
district. It haos been stated that the prices
charged for proods are exorbitant, and that
the new settlers are being robbed by the
storekeepera. [ flatly rcontradict that state-
ment. Exorbitant prices ave uot charged in
the district 1 represent. The prices that are
current in the town are those that are
charged by the storekeeper to the settler,
plus the extra freight tbat is charged by
the group settlement lorries to take the
gouils to the store. It exorbitunt clharges
are made it is due tu the cost of getting the
goods ouwt by the group settlemoent lorries,
The storckeepers are doing their best fo
ussist tha seitlers in every way, If robbery
is being committed, it is against the store-
keeper and not in his favour, We all have
to suffer. That is in the game. It goes
against the prain, however, for ovne to hear
it stated that the storekeepers are robbing
the meu on the land. The Premier says ha
requires ancther million and a half of money
this year. I hope that swill he fortheoming,
even if he has to go to England to get it
It is badly needed for the development of
our lgnds. We should not stop the immi-
gration policy that has been carried on so
suecessfully during the last year or two. If
we want to keep Australia white, we must
have plenty of white people in it. 1t is only
by means of immigration and assisting the
men on tho fand that we shall maintain a
white Australia.

The Mimister for Lands: It iy easy to
bring men out and put them on to clearing
the land, hut the «difticulties begin when they
qtart farming operations,

Mr. BARNARD: Quite s0. If the
cettlers go in for dairving they will have a
good market for tieir produce. Associated
with that industry is the pig-raising indus-
try. I am not afraid of that part of the
programme. We want to stop the large
sum of money that is going out of the State
every vear in purchaging produce from out-
gide. The South-West is an ideal country
for this particular eclass of production.

The Minivter for Lands: Members ropre-
sentingg the North-West say that their part
of the Btate ia the ideal eountry.

Mr. BARNARD: Members seem to think
that the group settlements have heen estab-
lished in the wrong piaee.

The Minister for Land=- Na.

Mr. BARNARD: Some of them would
Like to have them in their own distriets. 1f
the settlements had heen established in the
wheat helt, members representing that part
nf the State would have been at the back

of them.

Ay, Thomson: That is not correct.
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Mr. Sampson: There is a good deal of
antzgonism shown.

Mr. BARNARD: During the electioneer-
ing campaign one candidate, on behalf of
the Country Party, said that group settle-
ments would be a failure, that the country
was 1o good, and that it would take a settler
from 15 to 20 years to make a success of
his operations. That candidate was not re-
turned to Parliament. It is our duty to
assist the Government in their land develop-
ment poliey. I hope we shall not have as much
trouble to get the money as ig anticipated,
and that when the agreement is known it will
ba found to be better for us than the present
conditions.

The Minister for Lands: We have to get
seven million pounds in addifion to that.
How are we going to do it?

Mr. BARNARD: We may have to send
the Preniier to England. 1 am satisfled
he would be able to make out a good
enough case to the Britiah Government to
engure his getting the money. It is as
much to the interests of that Government
as it is to ours that we should bring their
people to Western Australia. The Im-
perial Government waunt the unemployed
out of the couniry, They are gpending
millions every year in doles and it is
better that the moncy represented by
those doles should be given to the West-
ern Australian Government so that it may
be spent in putting these people on the
Jand. A reference has been made to a
Royal Commission to inqoire into the
group settlements. That will be meraly
& waste of money. T do not think any
good can come out of it, although it may
clear the atmosphere a little and assiat
the Minister for Lands in ecarrymng out
his programme.

Mr. Sampson: It will certainly hold up
the work.

Mr. BARNARD: I do not think any
mote povd will come of 1t than has come
of other Royal Commissions.

Mr. Wilson: You did not say that dur-
ing the election campaign.

Mr. BARNARD: T did.

Mr. Wilson: You were in favour of the
Commission,

Mr. BARNARD: I was not, for I
thought it unnecessary. Labour candi-
dates, however, sgzid they were going to
ingist upon it and Y suppose they will get
it. I am sore it will not do any harm,
but it will be a waste of time and money.
There is na donbt the group settlement
scheme will be a success, though I do not
say that every settler will become a sue-
cessful farmer. That is more than We
ean expect. Some of the settlers are not
cut out for the life, and will never do
anv good at it. Others who are hard
workers and enthosiastic will, I am sure,
make good. It is easy to pick out the
men who are industrious and promising.
They work dnring every spare moment
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they have in the clearing of their blocks
around the homes, and they are assisted
by their wives and children. Others do
nothing around their homes and never
will do anything. I am thankful to aay
the latter are in the minority. In the
years to come we shall no doubt live to
be proud of our group settlements, and
to regard them in the same light as we
regard the wheat belt—the backbone of
Western Australia,

Alr. MILLINGTOX (Leederville) [4.55]:
Before applying myself to the question
before the House, I take this opportunity
of congratulating you, Sir, upon your
clection as Speaker. I belleve from the
point of view of capacity, knowledge, ex-
perience and temperament, you are well
fitted to control this Chamber. I would
have preferred that the Labour precedent
had been followed. In your case, of
courde, there was no need for any adventi-
tious aid to enable you to wuphold the
dignity of the position. I will not, how-
ever, deal with this econtentious question,
but bow to your decisiom in the matter.
I also eongratulate the Government upon
their necupancy of the Treasury bench,
For the past eight years I have, as an
outsider, followed their work in the
Houwse., It was a strennons work, seeing
that they numbered 17 instead of 26, T
helieve, however, the cxperience they
gained has well equipped them for the
position they now hold. It is not, there-
fore, any formal congratulation that I ex-
tend to the Government. There are now
two braneches of the Country Party in
this Chamber, I am very much interested
in the Country Party. I have not yet
ascertained what has led up to the divi-
sion in the ranks, but ¥ may gdiscover it
later on. [ have followed all that has
been printed econcerning the warious
reasons that have led wp to the division
in the ranks, and the only way I can
aecount for it is that it is due to their
close amsociation with Sir James Mitchell,
who has made two Country Parties grow
where one grew hefore. I am prepared to
aceept the assuranees so seriously put
forward by the Deputy Leader of the
Country Party, and also the Leader of
the other Country Party.

Mr, Lindsay: There is only one.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: The other is re-
ferred to aa a sprout from the old Country
Party.

Mr. George: It is a very vigoroua one.

Mr, MILLINGTON: The member for
York (Mr. Latham) gave his assnranee
that he would accord his sopport to the
present Government. Xnowing the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. BE. B.
Johnston) as I do, T am also prepared to
acrept hia assurance, and to take it seri-
ouslv. T have no doubt it will be hon-



