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garding the catastropbhe that oceurred there
and 1 want briefly to give members some
idea of what took place. The subsidence
oceurred 1% miles from the Cardiff mine. I
want members to imagine: an area of ap-
proximately one acre suddenly disappearing
to a depth of 100 feet. The jarrah trees
growing on that particular acre of ground
vanished. They cannot he seen  now.
That will give some idea of the fall-in
that oceurred at the Cardiffi mine. It is
estimated that approximately 1,000,600 tons
of earth have cntered the old workings of
that mine. Just two hours before the sub-
sidence occurred, 12 men were working
under the very spot where it took place.
We ean imagine how lucky it is that there
was not a dreadful catastrophe involving
loss of life and desolation in'many Collie
homes! This is the biggest fall-in that has
_happened in the district.  We have had
them in the past, but they have been much
smaller. This is something 16 be dreaded.

By the immediate action of the manage-
ment and the men, the river was diverted
so that it wowd not flow into the fall-in.
A good job hasg been done and so far the
water 18 still flowing away from that area.
The amount of water and slurey that has
entered the pit has covered an aren, under-
ground, of approximately 30 acres. For-
tunately this has oceurred in an old section
of the mine which was worked out some

years azo, with the exception of the pillars,.

and I think, and the general opinion is,
that the fall-in has occurred as a result of
extracting the pillars which has consequently
prevented any support being afforded to
the roof of the particolar part of the mine,
I am quoting this case to show members that
coalmining is not all it is eracked up to
"be. Goldmining has its risks alse, but in
the treacherous nature of the country
aroand Collie the work of the coalminers
becomes very dangerous and calls for a gooed
deal of skill and courage.

I have already said that the Collie miners
hold a @nod record for their work, and I feel
sure that whenever there is an opporiunity
to make their lot brighter, all members,
particularly those of the present Govern-
ment, will db all they can to that end. They
will give them every proteetion and con-
sideration, The State urgently needs the
coal, and T feel it is the duty of all of us to
give to the men working in this danger-
ous environment every consideration and

"spective of party.
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amenity possible. I hope the Govern-
ment will do all in its power to give
them these things which they deserve
for working most of their life in the
bowels of the earth, and away from God's
sunlight. 1t is almost dark when they go
to work and when they come home, and it
is always dark wben they are underground.
They work under rotten conditions, and I
earnestly make the plea that the Govern-
ment will, whenever possible, afford them
every consideration,

MR, ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore) [6.12]:
May T join those who have gone before me
in eongratulating you, Sir, on being elected
to the Speakership? As a new member, it
is only patura] that the first business of the
House should be of particular intevest to me,
and it was with great pleasure that L
observed yon receive the unanimous endorse-
ment of all members of this Assembly, irre-
It was good to hear the
kindly aml cologistic reterences made both
by the Premier and the Deputy Leader of
the Oppesition when they congratulated you,
one of whom was speaking on behulf of the
two parties comprising the Government, and
the other on hehalf of the Western Austra-
lian _Labonur Party. T would also, like to
congratulaic my friend, the memher for
York, on receiving the appointment of
Chairman of (‘ommittees. I have for many
vears worked in elose asseciation with him
in an industrial organisation, and I know
that he will stand up very well indeed to the
duties which will fall to him in his new posi-
tion. I would like to go further and offer
my sineere congratulations to the Premier
and the team that has been elected to work
with him, We have already scen their eapa-
city for hard work. They have not spared,
themselves for one minute sinee taking over
their departments,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr., ACKILLAND : Before tea I reached the
point where I wished to econgratulate tha
Ministry, and 1 stated that they bad the
capacity for work. 1 am of the opinion
that, no matter how large or small the under-
taking may be—there ure three essentials to
suecess. The first is a capacity for hard
work, the seeond is sincerity of purpose,
while the third is a considerable measure of
commonsense. In this Ministry we have all
three In abundance and, when we have add-
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ed to that a great deal of ability, I believe
success is assured, I wish I could proeeed
to congratulatc members of the Opposition
on the sportsmanship they showed when
this House first met. T came here as a
new member, without previous knowledge
of Darliament, and to me it was indeed
a great disappoiniment to see the tacties
that were indulged in during the whole
of Inst week. I expeet it was a case
of window-dressing in preparation for some-
thing to ¢come, but to me it seemed a reflee-
tion on fhe great hulk of Labour supporters
throughout Western Australia, in  taking
them to bhe arrant fools!

1t way said that the last election was won
on misvepresentation and advertising, That,
coming from a Labour Opposition, would be
amusing if it were not so ridiculons. The
exeuses for defeat were indeed laughable,
We had a Labour Government in charge off
the Treasury bench in Western Australia
for 20 out of the last 22 years. At election
after eleetion promises were made to the
people bnt were not fulfilled, We"have the
Government of today in office for four
wmonths, and right from ifs inception an
attempt has heen made to embarrass it. If
we wanted proof of what has not happened
in the past it could be found in the facts sur:
rounding a deputation that was taken by the
Leader of the Opposition to the Premier
shortly after he took office. That, in my
opinion, amounted to an admission of failure
on the part of the previous Government to
o what was required when it had the
opportunity, -

As the newly elected member for Irwin-
Moore it is only reasonable and, I helieve,
vicht, that I should confine my remarks
mainly to mnutters related to agriculiure.
Praetically the whole of the cleetors of
Irwin-Moore are to some extent dependent
on the produets of the soil. I can go further
and say that all the people of Western Aus-
tralia are dependent for their stability on
the sensons, prices and conditions related to
primary produetion. Tonight T will deal
first with the wheat industry and wheat
stabilisafion. Tt is indeed pleasant to know
that to-day all the wheat producers through-
out Australia are speaking with one voice.
It is particularly pleasing to me because, for
a number of years, T have been working—
together with a most sineere body of men—
to bring inte being a fair and reasonable
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wheat stabilisation scheme, one under which
the rights of both producer and consumen
would receive fair treatment. Before I take
my seat again T hope to have convinced the
House that had a wheat stabilisation scheme
such as that suggested hy the cx-Minister for
Commeree. Mr, Scully, become the law of
this land, the produee=s would have contri-
buted more than £180,000,000, whiech is a
vast sun of money.

At the outset T will make the admission
that the wheatgrowers of Australia are under
a debt of gratitude and an obligation to the
taxpayers of the Commonwealth, They have
received considerable sums of money from
the Commonwealth Treasurer. They are
willing to admit that and to honour any
obligation arising from it. From 1930 to
1941 they reecived an amount of almost
£22,000,000 in subsidies from one source or
another. From 1938 to 1943 they received,
by reason of the flour tax, a further
£4,500,000. Over a period of 13 years they
received nearly £26,000,000. 1 will not tell
the House that that was nearly sufficient to
keep the wheat industry solvent. It was not,
but at the same time the wheat industry
should reeognise that obligation, and 1is
willing and anxious to do so.

I have said that up to 1943 the industry
received mearly £26,000,000. Tn the sue-
ceetling two years, it contributed to the
people of this country nearly £22,000,000.
I am in a dilliculty to find a tferm to de-
serithe this scheme, but had it come into
.operation, during the next five vyears the
farmers would have contvibuted £32,500,000
per annum to the people of this country.
This ean easily be worked out. Sixty mil-
lion bushels of wheat were used by the
people of Aunstralin; 32,000,000 hushels
were used i the form of flour, 25,000,000
bushels were used by the stoek feeders and
the rest was used hy hreakfast-food manu-
facturers and processors of wheat gener-
ally, Every bushel of that wheat retnrned
to the grower Jds. 1d. at siding. 1n 1938,
when the flour tax legislation was intro-
duced, the growers received 5s. 2d. per
bushel bag basis port, and at that time
the wheat was worth 4s. 4d. per bhushel at
the average siding on a bulk basis. Owing
to increased handling costs, the value of
that wheat had depreciated hy 1945 to 4s.
1d. per bushel, or 3d. per bushel less than
it was worth in 1938
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I have figures to prove.conclusively that
the eost of wheat production over that
period increased by more than 50 per cent.
The basic wage in 1938 was £3 15s. and at
present the wheatgrower, in common with
other industries, is paying £5 12s. 6d, A
20-combine in 1938 cost £164. The same
implement was quoted this morning at
£205, with another inerease expected be-
canse no implement ean be booked at a
firm price. A header-harvester in 1938
cost €295 whereas this year the priee is
£366, Members opposite will readily admit
that the ordinary cost of living, which the

primary producer as well as everyone else .

has to' bear, has risen considerably. Two
vears ago together with the member for
York, and Mr. W. J. Russell, of Bilbarin,
[ was a member of a committee that made
un honest attempt to ascertain the cost of
producing wheat in this State. e do not
say that we arrived at the exact cost, hut
we do say it was an under estimate he-
cause, every time we were in doubt, we
took a lower figure, .

After seven months of very hard work,
during which time we co-opted a great
many people to help us, we reached n de-
cision that the conservative priee was 5s.
Yad. per bushel at siding. Since then
there has been anether inquiry.- The
Farmers' Union of Western Australia asked
our chairman, Mr. Russell, who, by the
wiy, as well as heing a practical wheat
farmer, ik also an accountant, to investi-
wate the costs again. Instead of working
along the lines we had adopted,—we tried
to find an average farmer on an average
farm reeeiving an average yield—he took
something far more definite, He obtained
the figures as presented hy farmers to the
Taxation Department. I saw the conclu-
sions he arrived at. Since then Prof.
U'nderwood of the University, who is in
charge of the Institute of Agriculture, made
available Miss Rowley to travel throngh the
agricultural areas. Names of 100 farmers
were taken at random and she inspeeted
their books and taxation returns for the
past two years, These figures are not quite
complete, but it can be aceepted that the
cost of producing a bushel of wheat in
Western Australia today is slightly over 6s.
per bushel. For that, the grower is receiv-
ing 4s. 1d. at sidings today.
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I have already mentjoned that stock feed-
ers were using 25,000,000 bushels of wheat
vearly. Before the war, when the price of
wheat was on all fours with the price of
other commodities, stoek feeders used an
average of 8,000,000 bushels yearly. Then
the price of wheat started to rise and, by
1944, they used 51,500,000 bushels of wheat.
They were good business men; they were
using wheat becaunse it was the cheapest
feed they eould buy. Now they are per-
mitted to huy 25,000,000 bushels yearly and
they are getting it at 4s. 1d. per bushel at
siding, whercag the grower could get an
oversea market price of 16s. per bushel.

I do not for one moment eontend that
those industries ean possibly afford to buy
wheat at 16s. per bushel. I also say tha
those industries are necessary for the
economie sef-up of thiz country. We must
keep the pig feeders, poultry farmers and
dairy farmers in this conntry. Today, how-
cver, these industries are subsidised to the
extent of £13,750,000 yearly by the wheat-
grower by reason of the fact that we are
selling wheat so much below the oversea
value,

We are, however, prepared to fall into
line with the rest of the people of Aus-
tralia and keep those industries in produe-
tion, but we are not prepared to continue
carrying all the burden by supplying at the
present price, and any Government that
foreed us to do so would be acting most
unjustly, to say the least. It is the respon-
sibility of all the people, and not of one
section, to bear that burden. I have said
that I support and am very much in favour
of a wheat stabilisation scheme, a scheme
which is just and equitable to all the people,
the econsumer just as mpch as the producer.
I helieve that it should be a Commonwealth
scheme based upon the cost of production,
with a reasonable profit; but I am going to
ask members of this Hlouse if they think
there is the slightest possibility of gething
sueh a just and equitable secheme from the
Commonwealth Government.

That Government refused emphatically
the requests of the Australian Wheatgrow-
ers’ Tederation. It wants to retain to
itself the right to sell millions of pounds
worth of our wheat to countries like New
Zealand at a ridiculonsly low figure. It
wants, also, to retain the right to do exactly
as it likes with our product, without any
consideration to us at all. It is not pre-
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pared to give us justice, I doubt whether
there is a single State Parlinment in Austra-
lia willing to pass enabling legislation which
will allow the Commonwealth to do that.
We have the experience of South Australia,
where the growers turned down the proposal
by referendum. We have the experience
of New South Wales and Vietoria, as well
as of this State. TIn the last session of ounr
Parliament an amendment was moved to
the enabling legislation. I believe the then
Government was quite prepared to pass
that enabling legislation and so infliet an
injustice on the wheatgrowers not only of
Australia but of Western Australia in par-
ticular, ‘

I am qnite convinced that we eannot get
an Australian gtabilisation scheme that
would be suitable to the growers today and
I strongly support the movement which I
believe will be initiated by our Government
to have a Western Australian wheat pool
along the lines proposed hy the Royal Com-
mission whieh reeently sat in this State.
The people of Western Australia are under
a heavy debt to that Commission. Tts re-
port and findings form a very waluable
documoent; and the intredmetion of such a
scheme in this State might well be the fore-
runner of similar schemes in other parts
of the Commonwealth that could he allied
to a central selling organisation to handle
all our oversea wheat sales. TWestern Aus-
tralia is in a most enviable position. We
are cut off by great distances from the
Eastern States and there would be very
little fear of our contravening the Consti-
tution, as there would he hut little likelihood
of trade between the States so far as West
ern Australia is concerned.

From stahilisation T propose to proeeed
{o wheat-handling, At the outset, I desive
to conmratulate the Government on the
prompt aetion it took in handing over the
hulkhandling installations at Fremantle to
the farmers’ company.  This co-operative
company, which is in existence to render a
service without profit, is one in which every
wheaterower who delivers wheat in bulk
in this State ix a shareholder, Tt has
T.316 farmer shareholders. Under the Bulk
Handling Aect, the company is responsible
for the wheat from the time 1t 1is
delivered at the siding until it is put in
the ship's hold. During the war years,
however, under war legislation, the Com-
monwealth Government built what is eall-

w

153

ed a hospital silo, a gantry and weighing
hoppers at Fremantle. These cost £70,000.
I say most emaphatieally that these were built
despite strennous opposition not only from
Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., but also
from the two Western Australian members
of the Australian Wheat Board, Messrs,
Teasdale and Dyer, who cast the only dis-
sentient votes when the matter came before
the Anstralian Wheat Board. In addition,
we find that the Western Australian
Labour Government built a transfer tower
and conveyor and shipping gatherer cost-
ing another £100,000.

There is no co-ordination hetween these
systems, The capacity of the hospital silo
is nominally 600 tons an hour: in fact, it
handles 4350 tons. The previous State
(lovernment's installation was built with
the ohject of earrying 1,800 tons. It was
only half-cquipped and has a eapaeity of
900 tons an hour at present. When that
wheat is shot into the ship’s hold, there is
a wheat trimmer which can only handle
300 tons an hour. Worse still, the maxi-
mum ecapacity of the Railway Department
to deliver wheat to Fremantle over the past
two years has been 3,000 tons per week,
not sufficient to keep the State gantry
working for two hours. When this work
was completed, the Publie Works Depart-
ment appronched the farmers’ company and
asked for comments. Previous to that, the
farmers’ company had submifted plans and
specifieations drawn up by men who had
grown up in the wheat trade. These plans
would have resulted in the Government
securing o scheme which would have cost
£118,000, and would have been suitable for
Fremantle for very many years. But that
is not all.

Had there not been a change of (iov-
ernment at the reeent cleetions, plans were
drawn up by the Public Works Department’
for the spending of a further £270,000 at
the port of Fremantle. That would have
been an ahsolute waste of money at p time
when the State was eryving out for useful
expenditure. 1 desire 1o tell the House
what that really means to the wheat in-
dustry. Iad the £118,000 plan heen adopt-
ed, the fxed charges—interest, sinking
fund, maintenance and other charges which
go with them—would have heen 634d. per
ton and the working costs 814d., o fotal of
1s. 2%d. per ton. Had the £270,000 been
expended by the State and thus added to
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the expenditure already incurred by the
Commonwealth and State Governments,
the fixed charges would have been 1ls,
104d., and the working costs 714d., a total
of 2s. 5%d. per ton; double the expendi-
ture which would have been incurred under
the co-operative company’s plan.

From bulkhandling T would like to turn
to railway matters, particularly as they
affect wheat farmers. I eclaim to be able
to speak with some authority on this sub-
jeet. Since the inception of Co-operative
Bulk Handling Ltd. T have been a director.
I was one of the first directors elected by
the farmers of Western Australia. At that
period, in 1933, 1 represented all the farm-
ers north of the east-west railway, bhut to-
day I am a director representing all the
*wheat farmers throughout the State. Our
railway problems have been very serious
indeed. As far as railway matters are con-
cerned it bas really been a godsend to the
Government of this State that we have had
two very lean years. Unless there is a
eonsiderable stepping-up of railway effici-
endy, it will take considerably more than
two years fo move this year’s crop. I
think that a conservative estimate of that
erop is 30,000,000 bushels of saleable wheat,
which means that 16,000 tons will have to
be moved weekly.  The highest weekly
railage has been 13,000 founs i the past
year; and, even excluding the period when
we had a strike, it went as low as 3,000
tons. The average hauled is considerably
below half what it is neeessary to elear in
12 months.

Through their company, the farmers of
this State have paid to the Railway
Department the sum of £4,250,000 on the
railage of bulk wheat. That represents in
round figures £500,000 a year on an aver-
age crop; and ever since the eompany has
been in existence, which is from 1933, it
has been penalised right and left by the
State Government. When the company first
came into existenee it altered at its own
expense 160 railway trncks to make them
fit to carry bulk svheat and provided fit-
tings for extensions so that the maximuam
quantity eould be carried in otherwise un-

_ suitable trucks. That involved the expen-
diture of £35,820. Yet those same trucks
were used for other industries, very often
at the expense of Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling. On one oecasion, to suit the con-
venience of another industry, some
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alterations to the trucks were made and the
aceount was sent to the farmers’ company
to meet. I have mentioned that those altera-
fions cost £55,820. The ecost of handling
those lines and extensions, which was done
to make the trucks suitable, was £311,418.

We not only paid freight on the eom-
modity in the loaded vehicles; but in order
to make the Government’s trucks suitable,
we paid freight on the return journey so
that they could he used again. Replace-
ments and repairs cost £13,342 and in all,
with the freight paid on those items—
another £30,000—the expenditure totalled
£162,580, or .16d. per bushel of the wheat
tarried.  On behalf of 7,000 odd wheat-
growers in this State I wish to thank the
present (tovernment for one of the very
first things it effected on assuming oflice;
namely, the removal of that unjust charge
from the shoulders of the growers.

I shonld like to speak briefly on the mat-
ter of flood relief. I do not know whether
members of this House are aware that two
years ago an indunstrial organisation of
which I am a member approached the Com-
monwealth Government for some relief for
those farmers who had lost their c¢rops
through floods. We were told to go to aur
State Government, which we promptly did.
We had a reply from the then Minister
for Apriculture to the effeet that the mat-
ter had been put to the Commonwealth
Government. He also suggested that we
should get a loan from the Rural Bank.
At the same time that we were experi-
encing floods, New South Wales had
droughts. The wheatgrowers of New South
Wales received £1,500,000 and the dairy
farmers received £234,000. Of the £1,500,-
000, £843,000 came from flour tax collee-
tions. The farmers in Western Australia
had contributed their quota of that money,
and in some instances the people whose
crops were devastated by floods had a lower
yield than the people whom they assisted
to obtain relief. The present Goverument
is going to he asked, even at this late date,
to approach the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for relief for those folk. In my
pocket T have e list of more than 100 farm-
ers who have sent in claims voluntarily;
and not one of those men had a yield higher
than five bushels, while many had no crop
af all.

To the west of the Midland Railway
there is a tract of poor country extending
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from Gingin to Dongarra. 1 understand
there are 2,000,000 acres of light land there
and I am going to ask the Government if
it will establish a light lands farm in that
country. I do not request a big expendi-
ture as at this stage that is not warranted;
but a small pilot farm, where fodder crops
could be tried out, is certainly ealled for.
At Wongan Hills we have a light land ex-
perimental station. That came into exist-
ence nfter considerable opposition from
the Agricultural Depariment. It was an
almost unheard of thing to establish a farm
on poor land, the idea being rather to
establish one on pgood country. But several
of us persisted and, as a result, the light
land farm at Wongan Hills was established
and has heen of tremendous benefit to
Western Australia. It has proved what
can he done with soils of poor fertility, and
today it is entering into an even more im-
portant role with reference to pastures and
pasture improvements. Though I do not
ask the Government to spend anything like
the same amount of money on the west side
of the Midland Railway, I do ask it to
give consideration to and make preparation
for the establishment of such a farm in
that big tract of country. There we have
the advantages of proximity to a railway
and a very heavy rainfall. Even though
the land itself is poor, I think the expendi-
ture would be absolutely justified.

Within the boundaries of the Irwin-
Moore electorate we have the Moore River
native settlement. I do not pretend to be
an authority on native affairs. Prior to
my election I had nothing whatever to do
with them. The information I want to give
the House is certainly first-hand as I gain-
ed it after visiting this place and inspeect-
ing the conditions, and the snggestions I
wish to make come from those whom I have
been able to contact and who have been
associated with the natives, and are very
worried about them. I do not blame any
rovernment, past or present, for the con-
ditions at Mogumber, but they are a re-
flection not only on this Chamber but on
all the people of Western Australia, and
they should not be allowed to econtinue. I
want to make it quite clear that, after my
contact with the people administering that
settlement, T have nothing but the greatest
admiration for them. They are fighting an
absolutely losing battle.  They have no
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opportunity to alter the conditions as they
exist. .

The Mogumber native settlement is a
festering sore and a reflection on every one
of us. The seitlement contains sehool
children, medical cases, v.d. cases, warrant
cases, indigent natives and blind and deaf
natives. * They are all herded together. 1
went through the school there and I believe
that the average intelligence of those
children is nearly as good as that of white
children. Their art work is outstanding.
There were boys and girls of various ages
together, and the school teacher in talking
ahout them and expressing her worry at
the conditions said—‘*In this class there
are three pregnant girls, and I expect there
are some with venereal disease.’” There
are compounds for hoth young men and
boys, and for girls. But it can be secu that
the heavy link mesh netting has heen torn
down so that thert is no hope of keeping
the secxes separated. The natives who go
there to recuperate, or who go there be-
cause of trouble with the police, are able °
to roam from one end of the place to the
other. A valiant attempt is made to keep
some sort of order, but it is guite impos-
sible for that to be done.

Instead of having so many stations for
these people, where they are all mixed up,
I am going to ask the Government to
establish six, one for male children, one for
female children, a third for male v.d., war-
rant and delinquent cases, and the same for
fomale cases, together with a station in
the north and another in the south for the
indigent natives. 1 believe that unless
these people are separated there will be no
hope of their ever being anything better
than at present. I am going to make an-
other suggestion which I believe will raise
a storm of protest in some quarters in
Perth, and that is that 'the wasteful ex-
penditure of edncating these ehildren until
they are a certain age and then passing
them back to the influence of their homes,
be discontinued. It is indeed a waste of
money. I say that the children at a young
age—I do not pretend to know just when;
others will be more competent to give that
information—should be taken away from
their parents, except in the case of natives
who have proved themselves to be good
citizens. They should be removed alto-
gether and trained for the industry, pro-
fession or calling for which they are most
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fitted. I am convinced from what I have
seen at Mogumber that it is ap absolute
waste of money to educate these children
so far and then send them back to econdi-
tions where they can slip into the morass
from which they eame. '

In eonelusion, I want to make this point,
and I appeal to both sides of the House,
that we have in this Parliament one which
is very nearly equal in numbers. We have a
great opportunity to work for the welfare
of all the people of this country. We in
Australia are, perhaps, unique inasmuch as
we emerged from ihis war far Detter,
in a material sense, than we entered it.
Great Britain has  been forced to her
knees hecause of the terrifie sacrifices she
made during the war and hecanse of the
attitude of her former allies. She has
protected us since the foundation of our
country. She protected us during this
war. 1 amenot suggesting for a moment
that we did not contribute considerably
to our own defence and to the winning
of the war, but we are in a totally
different position from that of Great
Britain, We need to produce in abhundance,
and T believe that though this Parliament
has not the influence of the Commonwealth
(tovernment it can, if it approaches this
matter with a feeling of co-operation and
a knowledge of ils responsibilities and
obligations ta Great Britain, leave its mark
on the history of Australia,

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[8.20]: Might I he allowed to congratulate
vor, Mr. Speaker, onattaining your present
high and honourahle position.

Mr, Marshall: You are not sincere.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Out of all the
members opposite T was most pleased to

know that you, Sir, were to sneceed to the

officc of Speaker. 'T feel sure vou will con-
duet the business of the IMonse as il shounld
be conducted and will carry out the dnties of
vour hich offiee with great eredit to yourself.
Should you at any time be unfortimate
enough to find your rulings disagreed with,
do not let that worry you; the leading judges
of the world have their decisions disacreed
to at times. T wish you a happy time while
yvou are in the Chair, though I eannot say T
expeet you to he there for more than two or
three years. However, T .wish yon snceess
while you are there. It is not iny infeation
to keep the House long tonight, as T feel
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that the Government must be given a chance
to show what it can do. As someone has
said, “By their deeds you shall know them."”

I have no objection to the Government
having made promises when it went to the
conntry, as long as it attempts to fulfil such
promises, but I find that it is falling down
on the job and is not much good to the
people of this State. I believe this Govern-
ment will be known to posterity as “the cob-
web Government.,”” I think the Government
tried to fasten that name on those sitting on
this side of the House, but it is now gefting
tangled in cobwebs of its own invention. I
will refer first to the cohweb of the Grosve-
nor Hospital at Fremantle. It is elosed
down, with a eobweb and a spider on top of
it. After the election we thought it was
only a matter of going to the Government
n order to get it to lift the cobwebs from
that hospital and re-open it, and that every-
thing in the garden would be lovely, but on
going to the Minister for Health and putting
up a proposition relating to that and
several other hospitals, this is the veply we
received :— :

In reference to the deputation re hospital
arcommadntion in Fremantle, The suggestion
that private hospitals are being elosed hy this
department beeapse they do not comply with
the Private llospitals Regulations is not cor-
rect—

That was ﬂhted the 7th May. This Govern-
ment took office on the 1st April, and I shall
always remember that date:—

—hut actually nwome of the private hospitals
in Fremautle c¢omply with the minimum re-
quirements of the Regulations and some of
them deviate from standards so widely that in
normal times they would never be livensed,
Notices of existing defeets have been served
by ivspeetors upon hospitals and where im-
mediate remedy is practicable it has heen
demanded,  Wherever, through shortage of
material or labour, inordinate expense or other
difficulty, e¢orrection of a  defeet appeared
likely to jeopardize the operation of the hox.
pital, action has heen limited to long term
noticen withont penalty elanses. It has been
the policy of the department to keep the pri-
vate haspitals open even though the Private
ITospital Regulations are not fully compljed
with,  “*Grosvenor?’’ hospital was not closed
hy the department, This hospital has, for
some veprs, heen the subijeet of adverse res
ports hy the departntent’s inspectors and «dur-
ing 1046, notices were served upon the owner
warning him that nnless ecrtain argent cor-
rective work was undertaken, a license wounld
he refused him for 1947,

There we have the words of the Minister in
denying that the Grosvenor Hospital at



