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we shall recognise that there is no need | sent that vast and valnable portion of the

for any retrenchment. At all events be-
fore we decide on retrenchinent we must
be thoroughly satisfied that we are not
retrenching at the expense of the efficiency
of any of the State departments. If
there are any wasters, vr any unemployed
in the public service, I say the Public
Service Commissioner, or the Minister
controlling a department, ought not to
hesitate to take action in regard to that
departiwent. We must bave onr service
as efficient as possible, and whilst we
desire to give adequate value for services
rendered, we desire to have adequate
service for the value given. Then we
bave to consider in the guestion of re-
trenchment whether we cannot pay too
cheaply for the able conduct of the affairs
of our departments. With the proposal
to tax ummproved land values I scarcely
need say I am heartily in accord, and I
hope when this proposal comes down at
least it will be a proposal that will be of
some practical utility as far as the country
is concerned. As to the loan policy of
the Government, I have no serious ap-
prehension as to this particular line of
policy, becaunse I believe the fact of
spending loan wnoneys on such works as
are enumerated in the Speech of His Ex-
cellency the Governor completely safe-
guards the Slate and seceres us against
the possibility of uwnfair expenditure.
Whag strikes me at the present time is
that it 1s clearly the duty of members of
Parliament and the people of the State
to recognise that we bave in our province
one of the most wonderful heritages in
the Commonwealth of Australia. We
have practically unlimited possibilities in
our great natural resources, and all we
require is a wise, settled, progressive Gov-
ertment. From the people we ask for
support. and confidence, indomitable
energy and industry, which are essential
to the prowmotion and steady progress
and the well-being of our people; and
with these it is possible for us to make
our State wbat it is destined to be, one of
the brightest jewels in the crown of
empire.

Me. A, MALE (Kimberley): Ihad vo
intention of speaking this evening, as Lam
suffering from a rather bad cold, and in
fact my only excuse fur speaking at all on

the Address-in-Reply is the fact thae T -

and vne of the tuo few mewbers who repre-

State known as the great North-West
and Kimberley. T would like to point
out that owing to the resignation of the
member for Pilbarra there are at the
present time only three members in the
House who represent that vast portion of
the State, and for that reason I shall
confine my remarks as much as possible
to matters affecting the North. In the
first pluce I would like to point out that
I regret, and I think the people of the
North regret, the fact that in the counsti-
tution of the present Ministry no direct
representation bas been given to the
North, and we rather regret that facl for
the reagon that the ex-Prewier when
forming his Cubinet gave ns direct repre-
sentation in the Mimstry, an honour that
has seldom if ever before been extended
to the North. Perbhaps that may not
be such a great detriment to that portion
of the State, but at the same time we
cannot help recognising the fact when we
analyse the Ministry that we cannot find
any Minister with a vreal or personal
knowledge of the North. 1In fact I doubt
very wuch if any of the Ministers has
travelled further along the north coast
than Geraldton. TIn pointing this out I
do not wish to imply that the Ministry
by any mesns ar¢ going to neglect the
North, for I firmly believe they will to
the best of their knowledge do all that is
necessary for its development and im-
provement; but 1 only point that out to
emphasise the fact that without any
direct knowledge of the North we can
bardly expect that amount of attention
which we uwndoubtedly deserve. We are
told that o number of Bills are to be
submitted to thiz House for our con-
sideration, and amougst them will be o
Bill for amending the Constitution, and
under that I would like to point out the
fact, which T have already referred to, of
the poor representation of the North in
this House. FPerhaps from a popu-
lation point of view we have us much
as we deserve. I do not think we
can  look upen it as being the only
factor when we consider the vast
area involved, the different industries
that are concerned, and the slow means
of commuarication throughout that portion
of the State. Under these circumstances
we have some justification for referring
to the fact of our puur representulion.
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Let us take Kimberley alone with its
something like 1,000 miles of coast line,
and its population scattered hundreds of
miles inland: it seems to me perfectly
impossible for any one man to properly
represent and look after the interests of
that district. It would take months to
go all over that district and get familiar
with the different portions of it, and it
geems to me hardly fair to expect one
man to undertake all that and at the same
time to iry and do a fair thing to the
whole. We have heard a lot about the
construction of light railways and the
development of agricultural areas, timber
areas, and so forth, but we hear nothing
at all about the openiog up of the great
trunk road to the North. ‘There is some
slight nention of it in the Speech of the
Governor, in which he vefers to the
fact that—

Strong representations have from time to
time been placed before the [mperial authori-
ties regarding the urgent necessity for a
proper survey of the North-West coast of the
State, and my Ministers are at present giving
further attention to this matter, with a view
of securing the assistabce of the Admiralty at
the earliest possible date.

That is satisfactory, aed I trust it will
not be left to drop. The ocean is vur
great trunk roud to the North, and I
think we have a right to demand the
same consideration as is required by the
more favoured centres of the South and
of the Goldfields. The want of proper
and complete surveys has been respongible
fur nunierous acaidents on our coasts.
I am glad to say we have not had to
report the loss of life, bul at the same
time we have had to report the loss of
valuable property. Therefore, it is very
necessary that surveys should be effected.
In addition to these surveys there is the
matter of the lighting of our coast, and
I regret to say that no mention has been
nade in the Governor's Speech in refer-
ence to this. 1 regret it for one reason,
that I think at the present thwe we are
losing our gulden opporfunity, an oppor-
tunity which will probably never ocenr
agmin. 1 lelieve it is the intention -of
the Federal authorities to, at a very early
date, take over the whole of the wanage-
ment of the lighting of the coasts of Aus-
tralia, in which case it will probably take
tbem a vear or two to get the depurtment
inovder, and then when they have inoney to
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not think much will be spent on our
coast, but it will be spent on the coasts
of those States where they bave the
thickest population. If we take our own
coast line from Dongarra to the north-
east extremity of the West Austra-
lian border, ' distance of svme 3,300
miles, we find we have 23 lights. Eight
of these lights are mere lanterns or jetty
lights. As to the 15 remaining, with the
exception of three they are only port
lights; and that gives us three coast
lights in & distance of 3,300 miles, und it
is a noticeable fuct that the farther north
we get from Fremantle the more the
strength of these lights diminishes. At
Rottnest we have a 45,000 candle power,
at Gerzldton 20,000 candle power, at
Cossack 2,500, and then anything is
good enough for Kimberley and the rest
of the coast farther north. I think that
when we consider that the trade of the
North is increasing every day, that the
passenger traflic 18 petting more and
more, and that large steamers are travel-
ling up and down our coast with valuable
cargoes, the members for the North are
justified in demanding that veasonable
and proper facilities should be granted to
afford a safe passage up and down the
coagt. I may point out that the exports
out of the State from the more northern
ports during the last three years, accord-
ing to the figures given by the Federal
authorities, ran into more than £1,100,000,
and then when we counsider that the
amount that came to Premautle from
those ports last vear alone comprised
over 20,000 head of cattle—brought down
for the metropolitan and goldfields mar-
kets—and 100,000 sheep, these figures,
I think, will show that the trade of the
coust demands some consideration. Lam
pleased to say that provision is to be
made for improvements and additions
to tbe North-West tramways. The
Preuotier, in his Bunbury speech, referred
to the fact that criticisms had been
wmade of the works of the Public Works
Department, and I think that in that
respect the North perhaps can speak
rather feelingly; I kunow I can speak
feelingly myself. Only a few weeks ago,
when I was in Broome, the tram ran off
the line three times between Broowne and
the jetty. A short time ago I was at
Wyndham, There I saw one of the piles

spend ou the lighting of the coast, I dv | of the jetty eaten right off, and the pile



Address-in-Reply :

was simply wobbling about. These facts
are small 1n themselves, vet I think they
speak Trather forcibly as regurds the
Public Works Department in the North.
The Governor in his Speech refers to the
fact that it will be necessary for Ministers
to effect all possible economies. 1 would

(30 Juewy, 1906.]

also like to point out the fact that “a -

atitch in time saves nine,” und it is not
altogether econowmy to try and cut down
expendifure at the expense of public
works already in existence. It is not
economy to let our tramways, jetties, or
public buildings go to rack and ruin.

{Mgz. lruinewoRTE took the Chair.]

It is very essential that they should be
properly maintained, and it seems to me
that for the true and economical working
of the North it will be necessary for the
Works Department to have some re-
organisation of their system there. When
we find buildings that have been con-
structed of wood and iron—as buildings
in the North have to be—left exposed to
the extremes of the tropical climate, left
for a period of six years withont being
repainted and done up, it stands to reagon
that they must go to ruck and ruin’, aod
it is necessary for the Works Department
to take steps to look ufter these buildinys.
To do that it will probably be necessary
to give a much larger grant for their
upkeep. It will also be necessary to
provide more supervision to look after
these works. At the present time we find
them with one officer who is supposed to
look after the whole of the bwldings of
the Public Works Departwment from
Carnarvon to the Far North, a task
which on the face of it is absurd.
It taukes that ofticer all his time
to travel over the vast areus there,
and he has not only a coast line of some

thousands of iniles, but has inland places. .

He has Hall's Creek, Marble Bar, and |

all round there tu logk after at tke same
tiwe. It simply means that when he lets
work in one p there is no supervision
vver that work, and when it is completed
he has to wire to a postmaster, magis-
tuate, or some other officinl who has no

knowledge of public works, to find out -
it this work bas beeo constructed, and

payments have to be made on the word of
this postmaster ur other official person.
1t seems to me that for the true econowmic
working of the North il should either be
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divided into two or more districts, or au
officer should be given supervisors capable
of going round and supervising new work
and looking after old work already iu
existence. In his policy speech the i’re‘
niier made allusion to the Pilbarra Rail-
way, but no reference is made to it in
the Speech of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor. I trust that this matter will not

i be left to drop. The subject of the Pil-

barra Railway has been before the public
for a long while, and it is quite
time it should be brought to some
definite conclusion, Probably this matter
bas been treated from a wrong point
of view in some respects. In my opinion
the public have been considering rather
too much the merits of Cossack and Port
Hedland, and whilst considering the
respective merits of those places have
failed to give due consideration to the
mivers who have been requiring the rail.
way. What [ think is required is a
railway from Pilbarra to the coast: it
does not mafter what portion of the
coast it touches, as long as it is a suit.
able place. Having decided, as I think
bas already Leen decided several times,
that such a railway is justifiable, the route
way in wy opinion be left to the experts,
namely the Government engineers. I
really think that if the people in Cossack
and Port Hedland had considered
more the interests of the miners and not
s¢ much their own respective ports,
the chances are that the ruilway
would by this time have been an accom-
plished fact. In connection with that
railway—and as I take it with all mining
railways—it must be more or less of a
speculalive nature, and under these eir-
cumstances T think all that is required is
a narrow-gauge railway, to be built at
half the cost of the standardised railways
such us tenders were called for a short
time ago; tenders which included the
construction of large stativns aud other
items which could very easily be left out
of consideration at Pilbarra. It seems to
me rather a matter for regret that the
present Colonial Treasurer, when acting
us Minister for Public Works, was unable
to take that contemplated trip of his to
the North, together with the Eogineer-
in-Chief. {[Iuterjectivn.] That is quite

robable, but even in apite of the broken
Eott-les the people would favour what few
visits they could get frowm southern
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members as well as southern Ministers,
and they bhad anticipated some good
results from such a visit. The faet
remaing that more good can be done by
a personal sighting of things than can
often be gained from quires of foolseap;
and even now, if it is not posgible for the
present Minister for Works to make that
contemplated trip, I trust that be will
before long be uble to see his way clear

to allow tbe Engineer-in-Chief to make a |
trip to the Far North, so that he will be .

uble to see for himself the nature of the
ublic works of the North, and will then
much better able to cope with requisi-
tions which come down for further works,
I am pleased to see that provision has
been made for the completion of the
rabbit-proof fence ; also for a Number 3
fence from Warra Warra to the coast
near Northampton. It is a matter
of great regret that no provision
apparently so fur has been made to
save Kimberley from the rabbits. At
the present time the fence running
from Eucla to the North-West coast can
only be looked upon as a track on which
the rabbits can run straight into the
West Kimberley District. As soon as
they touch the fence from the eust they
simply run ulong the fence as fust as
they can, and it seems to me that it will
pot. be very long before they are into the
Kimberley country, if some attempt is
not made fo stop them. Properly to
block them would be a very big uuder-
taking; that is, to run a fence right
across to the South Australian border.
But I think it is quite necessary thaf
some provision should be made to check
them—to put up a curb fence, perbaps,
of some two or three hundred miles into
the desert, to try by that means to turn
them back. When we consider that the
whole of the beef supply of the south
and of the goldfields comes from Kim-
berley, when we consider that there are
millions of acres of land up there capable
of carrying stock, I think it is quite a
fair thing to ask that the Kimberley
districts should he protected ; for it s
very certain that if the rabbits get there
that country will be practically ruined.
1t seems to me that a question of that
kind is quite as important to the State as
the fostering of the agricultural areas
and the building of spur lines.
pleased tu see that the Government are
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' badly required n the dry areas.

I am,
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going on with the pioneering work of
artesiun buring riglft.. throughoyt the
North-West. This work, which has been
sturted to the north of Carnarvon, has
been crowned with success at Broome,
und for that town solves the (uestion of
water sapply, which hay been one of
serious moment to it for some time past.
I trust that the suceess which the bores
have attained there will be the forerunner
of their farther success m the North,
where at the present time wuter is
The
Governor, in his Speech, refers to
the fact that rains huve fallen in
the North ; but that, unfortunately, dues
not apgly to the Far Nerth, the Kim-
herley distrivts, which are experiencing a
dry season following on a dry season,
with the result that where people have
water now the feed is all done, and where
they bave good feed they have no water. 1t
is in these dry districts that we hope to
see the artesian bores. By getting a good
supply in these areas it will be possible
for the country bo carry not only the
present stock, but hundredsand thousands
of stock in addition, Asarepresentative
of the pearling industry, it may be advis-
able to say 4 few words, although there is
really not much to say. At the present
time the pearling industry is in anything
but a flourishing condition, owing to the
iow prices ruling. But the pearlers do
endeavonr to assist themselves before
they cowe o the Government for assist-
ance. At the present time they have
decided to send a representative to
Europe, to see whether they can find new
markets and improve the present murket
for their commodity. The only inanner
in which we do hope the Government will
assist us is by introducing a Bill to deal
with illivit pearl-buying on our coast;
and if they do that, it will he of great
and materia) assisiance to the pearlers in
keeping down a vice that is petting very
previlent in the Nor'-West. Land settle-
ment in the North has been referred to.
This is a phase of settlement which will
have to come; but I doubt if the time is
just yel. There is bo doubt that the
millious of avres of rich Jand in the North
will have to be developed. Already we
have had small mstances of what can
be done there. At Sunday Island
sumples of cotton have heen produced

. which are equul to anything that can
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be required. At Beagle Bay, some
years ago good samples of tobacco were
grown by the Trappists who were residing
there; and although they did not actually
smmoke the leaf themselves, they wereable
to supply the tobacco required by the
nutives, At the same place there is a
fine banana plantation. Cocvoanuts have
been in full bearing in the North for
several years, and there i8 no doubt that
much might be doue to cultivate tropical
crops if suitable labour could be found
and suitable areas provided. Tt seems to
me that some swall amount might well
be spent in experimental work in the
North, to find out what really are suitable

(11 Jery, 1906.)
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money for pushing on the works neces-
sary for the development of the industries
of this great State. It is quite possible
that, owing to the deficit which has to be
faced, it will be necessary for some new
form of taxation to be impoesed; but at
the same time, the natural progress of
this great State, combined with the
economical working of the various depart-
ments, witl do much to reduce that defieit,
and will probably prevent any very severe
inerease of taxation. Although perhaps
not agreeing with the Government on all
the poiuts of their polivy, I trust they will

. receive that amount of support which

crops for the climate. The mineral '

resources of the North, no doubt, will
prove to be of great value; and I think
that we are justified in asking the
Goveroment to give all possible ussist-
ance to prospectors and others who are
willing to risk life and capital. Ishould
like to refer to the matter of protection
to settlers in the North, We continually
hear complaints of trouble with the
vatives, They spear

consideration. A short time uago a case
wag heard at Wyndham, in which a
native was prosecuted for the murder of
o white man. At the preliminary hear-
ing the native was convicted of murder,
and a Judge was sent io fry the case.
Counsel was sent to defend the native,
but unfortunately no counsel wus sent
for the prosecution; and on a question
of law this native ultimately got off.
The people of East Kimberley fcel very
keenly that this miscarriage of justice has
let loose what to them is an apparent
wmurderer; and they demand that for
the future skilled prosecntion shall
be provided where skilled defence is
gronded. It is, as a rule, guite as

ificult for the settlers to provide
skilled prosecution as it is for the
native to provide skilled defence. In
fact, at the present time it is more diffi-
cuit, ns the Aborigines Board is prepared
to provide skilled defence for natives.
The settlers only ask for fair play; and 1
think that those who bave to risk their
lives in these far-back places are justified
in asking for that. I am glad to note
that the Government are p:-:lpared to
adopt & progressive policy, and are not
afraid to borrow 4 certain amount of

white men and |
others; hence the settlers require some !

t

will enable them to farther the best
interests of this grent State, and to
develop the latent wealth contained
therein.

On motion of M=r. Gorpow, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjonrned a 955 o'clock,
uctil the next day.
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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at

| 430 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS,

" QUESTION—RAILWAYS ARBITRATION

AWARD.
Me. H. BROWN: I beg to ask the
question standing in my namae; but



