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are we justified in expending moneys which,
from the nature of our financial Jifli-
culties, we are not in a position to spend?
From conversations with teachers, I have some
knowledge of the working of eduecation
beards both hero and in the Eastern States,
and I elaim that thousands of pounds are
nselessly spent on education in regard both
to juniors and to seniors. Let me, in illus-
tration of my neaning, guote a conversa-
tion whieh took place between two geatle-
men, one¢ of whom said, ‘‘There are only
two edueational institutions in which I am
interested, namely, the Modern School and
the Secoteh College.’”  The retert to this
statement was, ‘‘Yes, you are interested in
those beeause in the Modern School your
daunghter is being educated free, and from
the Scotch College you draw a big fat
cheque in premiums.’’  The Modern School
was not designed to provide education for
the ehildren of weailthy members of the com-
munity. I firmly hold that opinion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They go in by exam-
ination.

Mr, STEWART: A very proper safeguard,
but I held strongly to the view that the
cducation of children of parents who can
pay shounld not be provided frece. The prin-
ciple should here obtain which obtains in
public hospitals, where every patient who is
able to pay is called uwpon to pay.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You know the reason
why; otherwise the doctors would .not at-
tond the hospital.

My, STEWART: My opinion that we ave
needlessly spending thousands of pounds on
edueation is confirmed by teachers and by
gradnates of universitiecs both herc and in
the Eastern States. For students of cxcep-
tional ahbility provision could he made, as
in the past, hy means of bursaries or exhi-
bitions. I come from a country where edu-
cation is highly regarded and where it has
always been the practice and privilege of
parents to sec that their children receive a
good cducation, cven if they have to pay
for it themselves.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What country is that?

Mr. STEWART: The country which up to
the present has provided the higgest per-
centage of soldiers at the Front, the coun-
try wheie, I am told, when conseription was
introduced. there was hardly a military
cligible left. T am proud to claim the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the British Forees as onc
of my tountrymen. Anclher point to which
| would draw the attention of the Ilouse
ia the attitude of the Government in regard
to the late strike. An arrangement was made
hv the Government with the Railway De-
partment vnder which the railway employees
were not reguired to run the locomotives on
to the wharf, This was done at the insti-
gafion of the unionists of the Railway De-
partment.  The result was that an engine
was borrowed by the Harbonr Trusg, the
men of the Railway Department refusing to
take their engines on to the wharf to carry
on the ordinary work of the wharf. To this
oxtent the Government were guilty of what
practically amounts to ecompounding a felony.

The Minister for Railways: I adwmire your
modesty.

My, STISWART: L am correct in my facts.

The Minister for Railwaya: If you gave

us facts we would take more interest in
what you say,
Mr., STEWART: The Govermmeat ar-

runged with the railway officers to sanetion
the determination of the railway mea not
te run their lucomotives on to the wharf.
If [ am wrong in that statement, I shall be
glad to he corrected. The cffect of that
action on the part of the Government was to
declare the National workers ‘‘black.’’

Mz, Munsie: So they are; ‘‘scabs’’ of the
wolst eluracter.,

Mr. STEWART: It must not be forgotten
that they, together with certain members of
the Chamber of Commerce, were the men who
came to the assistance of the Government
und helped them out of their difficulty., And
the reward whiech the Fremantle Chamber
of Commerce secured was the turaing down
of their nominece for the Harbonr Trust, If
that is the way in whieh the Government
are going to treat those who render them
good service, they must not look for too
much asiatanee from this guarter in  the
future.

My, TEESDALE (Rocbourne) [9.15]: Fol-
lowing the example of the leader of the Oppo-
gition I will refrain from wasting the time of
the House upon the Address-in-reply. There
has heen quite enough time lost to-day al-
ready, and 1 fail to see where the slightest
benelit bas aeccrued to the State as a result
of what has been said with the exception of
one or two matters which members of the Coun.
try party have brought up, the question of the
invasion of rabbits which is an important
thing, and the question of fires along
the railway lines. Apart from these two
items T doubi whethor the Svate has
benefitted in any shape or Form as a
result of to-day’s business, The leader
of the Opposition has been very considerate,
and has shown good feeling in refraiming from
letting loose his artillery on the question. We
on this side of the HMouse have made a mis-
take and have béen wanting in reciproscity.
Many charges have been made to-day. Mem-
bers have come here with grievances to venti-
late, but if they have grievances they ought to
be particular where they sit. There are seats
in the Chamber fof members who have griev-
ances. There is not the slightest necessity to
start the session with a long list of grievances.
Let the past bury itself. What we want to
know is about the future, and mot ahout the
past. We may possibly admit that all of us
have made mistakes in the past. No doubt the
Premier and the Minister have made mistakes
and by previous Governments mistakes have
been made, but, for God’s sake, let us leave
the past alone and try to avoid these mistakes
il the future, Let those members who are th ow
ing snch a lot of light on various questions
and coming forward with all these brilliant
ideas see that for the future we do not make
the etrora that have been made in the past.
Never mind about past errors; we ean wateh
the future and see that Ministers keep en the
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right track. We can at all events do our best
to keep tiiem here,

Hon, 1. Walker: There are too many tracks
poing in all directions,

Mr, TEESDALE: ‘That may he so.  Our
friends opposite have heen very accommodat-
ing to-day, and will no donbt help us if they
see we are doing the right thing. © hope that
next session we shatl stavt with o c¢lean sheet,
and allow all this wretehed bickering and pin-
pricking to slide. The country is already Jlos-
ing confidence in us. We are nothing but a
bodlam, and barracking nbout things from one
side to the other. That is not good, and I
hope that all this will be stopped from next
Tuesday onwards,

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) {9.20]: As a new
member L may probably bhe alle to express
the views of the people of Western Australia
is well ag any member of the House. [IMerbaps
ne memhber of this Chamber has heen subjected
to sueh an ameunt of opposition in his election
as | have been, for 1 had the opposition of
menthers who now sit on the Opposition benches
aml also the opposition of those who occupy
the Ministerial benches.

Hlon, W, C. Angwin: How «id yon get in?

Hon. . Walker: Between two stools you
fell to the ground. =

Mr. MOXEY: | agree that we must not
waste time here in too much talking, and admire
the attitude of the members of the Opjposition
who gny they are desirous of petting on with
the business of the country. At the same time
we are asked to give some expresgsion of opinion
ag to the methods by which we propose to im-
prove existing cireumstances, amd ns shortly
as | can | will give my views, which T Tclieve
ave also the views of the jpeople, as to what
we should do. The most important matter we
have to discuss is that of the finanecial posi-
tion of Western Australia,  This can only be
improved by two methods. We have to create
wore wealth, and to create more wealth we
have to produce more. That must he the most
important feature of our prcgressivc and
rreative measures of the future. The Premier,
in his policy speech, told us that production
was to be the watehword vf the [uture, and
that in the past it had been somewhat neglected.
I agree with him, and feel that if we are to
produce more and create more wealth we nust
follow the practical methods that are before
our exes, anil have been before then for some
considerable time. T also agree with members
who have stated that it is owr hounden duty
to preserve the wealth of  the Hiate by
producing our own requirements, insteand of

sending  mouney oul of {he  State  with
which to purchase them. | am  rcertain
that by ordinary  measures  we  ean  pro-
duee  all  the bhutter, cheese and  bicon

we roquire here. Tu Western Australia there
is “land whieh can be made as goed as any
other land with a little pro-tical manage-
ment. 1 am speaking parircularlv of the
swamp lands of the South-West. By the
ordinary svstem of drainage we shonld on
this land be nble to produce not only sufi-
cient butter for Western Australia, huat in o
shart time suflicient for ecxport. There is one
feature connected with the requircements of
the farmers aud settlers of Western Austra-
mi

lia tg which L would like to refer. Yeurs ago
we were told by Government advisers that it
was ubsolutely necessiry that cheap agricul-
tural lime should be made available for the
settlers of the South-West, but yeurs have
gone by since that statement was made that
it should be available, and yet to-day there
is np cheap agricultura! lme placed at the
disposal of those people. Theve bas been a
marked uneglect in that one simple particu-
lar. The cost of providing that facility
would be very small indeed, but 1 believe the
results us forecasted to ws by our Agricul-
tural Commissioners would be something mar-
vellous. Qur lunds are sour and require the
application of lime in order to make them
yield to their full capacity. 1 am convineed
that owing to the lack of drainage we ure
losing annually ten times as much as ever we
will gnin by any irrigation scheme that may
be formulated. The ordinary messures of
drainage and the application of iime shouid
precede all artificial measures of production,
and the natural resourees of the State shounld
be tuliy developed before it is thoughl uecces-
sary to go in for other artificial means, i
am of opinion rhat the swamp lunds wili
grow sufticient green fodder for our eattle
during the whole of the summer months, with-
ovut there being any necessity for irrigation
works whatever. We have an example in the
Stirling estate, where we can to-day sce
green grass up to our kpces suflicient to carry
a large nember of cattle. The Minister for
Works will agree with me when 1 say that
the proper development of our swoamp lands
in the South-West wonld previde sofficient
feed for stock throughout the summer
months, and would give us the supply of
butter and cheese that we so urgently re-
qoire. I also wish to deal with the question
of ceowomics. We have heard that it is the
intention of the Government to «ut down this
departinent and that department, and very
largely te curtail expenditure. 1f we, us re-
prescnting the people of the NStute, are sin-
cerg it what we preach it iz our duly fo set
our own house in order first, and to ask our-
selves whether we as members of this Iouse,
constitute a paying eoncern to the com-
munity. Can we effect any economy in our
own bousec? Upoa the institution of Federa-
tion much of the legislative work of Western
Australin was transferred to the [ederal
"arliament, but was the cost of our legisla-
tive work in this State in any way decreased
therchy? We know, however, that the con-
trary has taken place, and that instead of the
cost ddecreasing with the deereased work of
our ['urlinment it has increased.

Hou. W, C, Angwin: The work
vreaserd, too.

Mr. MONEY: llow can the hon, member
sy that! « Lel him read the Act and he
will find all the administrative branches
which bhave now reverted to the Federal (Gov-
criment. For instance, the post affices have
heen taken away from the State, the tele-
graphs bave gone to the Federal Government,
and even our marringe laws. That big de-
partment, the Customs Department, has also
heen transferred. On the list there are at
least 23 matters which have been transferred

has in-



