[256 AucusT, 1926.]

these days will our position not he corres-
pondily improved by virtue of the increased
per capita payments? We are getting some
£560,000 in per capita payments, and that
will be added to materially if in the eourse
of the next few years we can increase our
population by 40,000 per anonm. If we can-
not do that, we are going to do very little
for Western Australia. As we develop our
industries, we shall have our population in-
creasing by at least 40,000 per annum,
Hon. C. F. Baxter: I hope you are right.

Hon. J. EWING: T am shre I am right.
This State is going to make the greatest
development of all the States.

Hon. V. Hamersley: When vou say
40,000, are you referring to sheep or to
people?

Hon. J. EWING: To people, of course.
If we get an increase of 40,000 per annum
over a period of 10 years we shall
have an increase in the per capita pay-
ments of well over half a million, which
means that we shall then be getting
£1,000,000 per annum instead of the present
half & million. The Chief Secretarv is
langhing, perhaps at my smggestion of an
increase of 40,000 people per annum; but
let him just consider the room there is for
development in his own distriet. I am not
indulging in any exaggeration.

Hon. H. Seddon : Our population has
net increased by 40,000 since 1900.

Hon. J. EWING: Well, let us see about
increasing it by 40,000 each year. It will
be a stranke thing to me if we do not achieve
that increase within the next few years.

Hon, H. Seddon: I think you are in the
clouds.

Hou. J. EWING: No, I am not. I can-
rot believe that this country is going to
stagnate for the next 10 years. Every per-
son eoming into the State means ap increase
in the per capita payments to ns. I say we
are bound to get our population in course
of time, and that whatever our inerease may
be it is certain to be a big increase. Sir
William Lathlain said we did not do our-
selves justice.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: I said nothing
of the sort. I said@ we blamed Federation
for the whole of our evils, and that we said
nothing about the evils we had created our-
selves, .

Hon. J. EWING: T do not think we have
created many. At all events, these nroposals
are going to hurt us materially.
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Hon. E. H. Gray: Especially if the pre-
sent Government remain in office.

Hon, J. EWING: This is a non-party
question, \Whatever Government may be
in office, if they do not do their duty, the
result will be as T have stated. Dr. Rarle
Page said this question bad no bearing upon
unification. However, I say that everything
whittled away from the State leads towards
unification. As we are weakened hy the in-
roads of the Commonwealth, we shall suffer
as a State, and so in a short time we shall
hecome a mere vassal of the Commonwealth.
I support the vigorous national poliev that
the Federal Government have carried out,
but I ask them now to stav their hand and
rot interfere with the great Austvalian
States. Let us hecome a united and pros-
perous people, and not lose our sovereign
rights as States.

On motion by Chief Secrvetarv, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READINGS.
1, Federal Aid Roads Agreement.
2, Agricnltural Bank Act Amendment.

Received from fhe Assembly and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN.REPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, W.J, MANN (South-West) [6.10]3:
Let me at the outset express my apprecia-

tion of the kindly words that have fallen

from all the previous speakers and from
others within the precinets of the House.
I#% ie only natural that one entering an aug-
ust body such as this for the first time,
should feel a little strange. [ can assure
members that the welcome they have ex-
tended to me and to the other new members
has tended to remove one’s embarrassment
and set up in its place a sense of easiness.
Then, Sir, I should like to congratulate
you on your elevation to the President’s
Chair. As one who has known you in other
walks of life for a good many years, I feel
that the office is one you have justly earned,
and one in the possession of which yon are
but reaping a reward for services rendeved
to the House and to the State over a long
period of years, services rendered disinter-
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estedly and for the betterment of all classes
and sections of the people. Tr this relation
I wish to extend to you a message I received
in a letter this afternoon from the exeeutive
and members in Sydvey of the Austrelasian
Provincial Press Association, conveying the
congratulations of 900 newspaper friends in
the Commonwealth and in New Zealand.
Previons speakers have dealt exhaustively
with the guestion of finance, and it wounld
hardly become me as a new member to at-
tempt to cover any of the ground they have
gone over. Consequenily I propose to direet
attention to other more or less important
things in respect of which, perhaps, I have
a little greater knowledge. I was pleased
to read in the Speech the paragraph relat-
ing te migration. I believe the future of
the State is bound up in the efforts being
made or about to be made to populate the
State as quickly as possible. It was sng-
gested by, I think, Mr. Potter, that I sheuld
deal with the subjeet of group settlement.
It is but fair that as a preliminary I should
congratulate the Minister for Lands upon
his recent speech on this subject. It was
perhaps the best speech the Minister has
made on group settlement, and it eovered
almost the whole of ihe ramifications of the
scheme.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Before tea I was re-
ferring to the able speech delivered by the
Minister for Lands on group settlement. I
read it most carefully, becanse I believed
that the time was opportune when somse
fairly extensive statement should be mads
upon the subject. I ofien wonder how many
people in the State fully visualise what the
scheme means. I have also wondered how
many grasp the-fact that group settlement
is not only a scheme designed to people the
State, but that it is having the effect of
bringing te our shores many persons who
are mostly eity bred, and have spent prac-
tieally all their time in the great cities of
the Old Country but are now being rural-
ised and turned into producers on the soil.
Many of these persons have not the haziest
idea of agriculture. I do not know what
was in the minds of those who first launehed
this scheme, but the problems created by the
introduction of these people have been
great. For many years I have lived in the
South-West, and in that portion of the
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State where there are now 50 groups. I
have had an opportnnily of coming closely
into touch with many of these new settlers.
Amongst them I have met men from all
callings in life. Some of them are middle-
aged, and are endeavouring for the first time
to take wp this new industry. The radius
from which they are drawn is very extensive.
I have met amongst them a master ¢f mod-
ern languages, a master of arts of Edin-
burgh, an ex-manager of a Bradford tex-
tile mill, ex-bank managers, bank clerks,
London policemen, firemen, tram conductors,
and in one case a man who had been a dress
designer. Another man prided himself on
having for many years earned his living as a
pugilist. These are the types of wmen
who are in the groups. I do not suggest
that all these men are unsuitable for the
work. Many of them have grit and deter-
mination. In the aftermath of the war they
have been squeezed out of employment,
or suffered adversity. Becanse they
have had a little pluck and determination
they have come to Australia to go on the

.land. Not many people realise that in the

2,246 new farms established under the
scheme there is almost an equal number of
problems, most of which are minor but some
very big. It is impossible to create farms
on the principle of mass production in the
motoring industry. Each vehicle in that in-
dnstry is a replica of its predecessor, and
all the ears are carefully designed and pro-
duced by machinery, which cannot err to
the thousandth part of an inch. In group
setilement I am afraid that there bhas
been a tendency on the parl of those in
control, perhaps unconsciously, to endeavour
to apply the principle of mass production
to tlie settlers. While this is a very desirable
thing in respect of motor cars, in the mat-
ter of group settlement, where flesh and
blood and the personal eguation enter very
largely, the proposition is entirely different.
Mr. Potter referred to the psychology of the
groups. That is a good term, and expresses
what I have been endeavouring to convey,
natuely, that this side of the personal eyua-
tion must be taken into consideration if the
scheme is to prove a success. Those who
are inclined {o criticise group seftlement
hardly realise how great are the problems.
On scores of occasions men have expressed
a desire that I should take them over the
groups for a eouple of days. Most people
think the groups are so many farms seat-
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tered over. a small portion of the South-
West. As a fact the groups are scattered
over an area half the size of Vietoria. Be-
enuse of this they embrace diffevent classes
ol country and require different manage-
ment.  Members may gather an idea of the
extensiveness of the area comprised by the
scheme from the faect that if thuy started
to go round the groups on the 1st January,
and devoted each of the 363 days antil
December 31st to interviewing six settlers on
their holdings, on the last day of the year
there would still be some they had not seen.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: That is, assuming
they were all accessible?

Hon., W. J. MANN: Yes. There would
still be 30 or 40 settlers to be seen. This
statement should ereate a group atmosphere
in the Chamber, und enable wmembers to
visualise the magnitude of the undertaking.
Despite the many mistakes and disabilities
that were to Le expected, group scttlement
has made steady progress. There have been
no precedenis on which the work could be
founded, and by which the piifalls that were
encountered conld have been avoided. I be-
lieve with all my heart that group settlement
will suceeed. The length of time that will
elapse before their cffeetivencss can be seen
in its fullest sense will depend upon the
poliey that is followed in the foture. Group
settlement has always appeared to me as be-
ing made up of three phases, The first phase
is that of clearing, or the preparatory stage;
the second is that of eropping and produc-
tion; and the third is the arketing stage.
The first stage, with respect to most of the
groups, is practically eompleted. The sec-
and, and most importfat, stage is now being
entered upon. It demands the very greatest
care and attention because production is go-
ing to be the key to the whole position.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlune: And the per-
sonal equation will come into it more thun
anything else.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I quite agree. The
marketing stage, we need not worry about
very much just now hecause we shall he
fully occupied in overtaking our own re-
quirements. That in itself will oceupy several
vears. Therefore T hope the Government will
do what is necessary to concentrate on the
question of production alons right lines. In
the past, groap seftlement has been con-
trolled by an advisory board headed, in the
first place, by Sir James Mitchell and later
by Mr. Angwin. I was pleased to hear Mr.
(lasheen refer to Sir James Mitehell as n
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statesman and 1 fully concur. In regard to
seoup settlement [ place Mr. Angwin in
the same category. Doth those gentlemen
have been uand are still imbued with the
ambition to make land settlement a dis-
tinel suceess, and in their efforts have ae-
complished wonderful work. I wish if to be
clearly understood that any eriticism I may
have to offer regarding the Advisory Board
is offered merely as my own epinion.
I have the greatest vegard for the genile-
men comprising that board. Kach is an
expert in his own line. With the Minister,
they have fashioned the machinery that has
been created to carry on gromp settlements.
I am not, however, of the opinion held by
the Minister for Lands that in the stage upon
which we are mow entering the Advisory
Board as a board is the best method we can
have to control the groups, I know that
the Minjster is verv proud of the Advisory
Board and that he will not listen to a word
against it. 1 honour him for that. One
of my chief objections to the board
is that it is out of touch with the group
seitler. It is guite impossible for the mem-
bers of it who reside in Perth and who de-
vote only a small portion of their time to
eroup work, to be thoroughly conversant with
what is being done. Each of these officers is
conunected with other phases of departmental
work and it eannot he expected of them in
the brief time that they are able to give to
the work of the groups, that they can be
familiar with everything thal is taking place.
They wmay take the problems thbat arise and
arrive at a deeision as to the best means of
overcoming them, but they are so far away
that they are unable to see for themselves the
actual effect of their decisions. T believe that
the whole of the energies of the Group Settle-
ment Department from now on must be

concentrated in  assisting the new sei-
tlers to produce crops. That is what
the land was taken up for. A man
on a bloeck must heecome a Jjourney-

man farmer. His ferm of apprenticeship
should be as brief as possible and he should
receive tunition in the hicher branches so that
he may be able to put that knowledge into
effect and later roceive some reward for
what he has done. In a great many cases
group seftlers have cleared sufficient land
to enable them to make a wood start. Tt
should be the department’s duty to see that
every acre cleared is placed under enitiva-
tion. T am sorry to say that has not been
done. I have had not onme, but many com-
plaints from settlers that their land
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which has been eleared for 12 or 18 months
and even two years, remains unploughed,
A complaint of that deseription was
made o me quite recently., It is wrong
and it is stultifying the idea of group settle-
ment if you are to allow the land to he
cleared and then permit it to remain wn-
ploughed and find the serub growing up
again. The Government should see that
every acre cleared is put under etop of some
deseription and a return obtained from it.
There are many group seftlers who are
anxions to receive tuition. Only a fort-
night ago a man from one of the
groups in  the Margaret River area,
an estimable man who had taken up land
with two sons and who came to this State
with a little money, told me that he had
worked hard and earnestly and had made
guite a little show place of his block. He
said—to mse his own words—*1 feel that we
are reaching a dead-end. I did not know
very much about agriculture when T came
here, but I have endeavoured to learn; I
feel T am a little bit too old hut T want the
boys to learn. I have taught the boys all
T can teach them and I feel that someone
shonld come along and give us some guid-
ance as to how we are going to reap a re-
ward from our labours of the past.” TUp
to date the department have done very little
in that direction, They have had a svs-
tem of group foremen, senior foremen,
and field supervisors. The group foremen
generally are a very gond tvpe, hut not
always practical farmers. They are very
good men at clearing perhaps, with a small
knowledge of wixed farming, but hardly
sufficient to be able to give a settler the in-
formation he should have. The senior fore-
men are mostly on the road conferring with
the foremen on the groups. The field sup-
ervisors have to cover hig areas like Man-
jimup, Northeliffe, Pemberton and Busselton,
Margaret River, and Augnsta. FEach has
one of the three group distriets and his time
is largely taken up with office work and
occasionally racing out perhaps to settle a
dispute or a problem at a particular gronp.
Tt will be seen that because of the lack of
officers who can give the settlers the tuition
that ther want, fhere has heen some lan-
guishing. T have urged the appointment of
loeal advisory hoards, my idea heing that
they should not Le too unwieldy. T sugeest
that three men who had made good from
seratch on land in the South-West should
constitnte a lneal committee. T wonld have
nten who are familiar with local conditions
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and who have made a smccess of their own
farms, men who can be depended upon fo
vontinually move amongst the group set-
ters, and give such advice as will enable
them to become successful, The Minister
has not heen too sympathetic towards the
idea of advisory committees, but I am glad
to think that although he does not agree
with my contention that local commitiees
would he of great advantage to hun and
would lessen his work and help the scheme
along considerably, he has quite recently,
I believe, made a rearrangement, modelled
somewhat on the lines that I have suggested.
Three controllers the to be appointed, one
for the ’eel Estate, one for the Margaret
River-Augusta and  Busselton  districfs
and the other tor the Manjimup-ember-
ton area, T understand it is the Min-
ister’s idea to appoint another man under
each of these controllers to get out amongst
the settlers and render assistanee on the
lines that I have been urging in the past.
That is getting & long way on the track that
1 have advocated, and T am hgpeful that
the Dinister will yet see that the suggestion
regarding local assistance will prove of
great advantage to him. T hope that in
selecting men to be sent out amongst the
group settlers, he will be careful to choose
men with an onquestioned record of agri-
cultural work. There are too many men
wandering arvound the country who profess
to be sueccessful agrieulturists when they
have been little more than what T may de-
seribe as smecessful failures.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: When they have
been failures, they have been made foremen.

Hon. W. J. MANN: The proposal to
appoint a controller in each area must make
for the advancement of the scheme. It is
decentralisation, and it is following the lines
that the Agricultural Bank trustees have
found it wise to adopt. At one time the
Agricultural Bank had the whole of its
records and did the whole of its business
in the metropolis, bhut now there are
branches in the country disiricts where
records are kept and much of the local work
is being done. I do mnot wish to belittle the
efforts of the advisory ecommittee in any
respect, but the more local condrol and local
administration that can be adopted for
group settlement, the beiter will he the
chanee of suceess and the quicker will sue-
cess be achieved. Tt was suggested that T
might have something’ to say on the ques-
tion of the limitation of advances. T do
not wish to take up the time of the House
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with a survey of the administrative aets of
the department or a recital of the many
ideas that have heen advanced for the work-
ing of group settlements. I- believe the
Government's action, which made necessary
the issue of that mow famous or infamous
circular No. SS—Ilimitation of advancez—
was one of the most serious, if not the most
serious, of the blunders perpetrated since
the inception of the group scheme. Had
the advisers of the Minister possessed the
perspective and vision thal could reason-
ably be expected of them, gzroup =ettlers
would never have been lannched on nn-
limited cvontract work. T fully rcalise the
disadvantages attendinz the sustenance
system. I favour, and have always fav-
oured, limited ecocfract work in connee-
tion with group settiement, but when the
department instituted unhnited contracts,
it did not need anyone very well versed
in group settlement to know that szooner
or later the whole scheme wounld lreak
down. For two or three wvears the
group settlers had been working on £3 per
week sustenance, and what was more natural
than that, when unlimited contract work
wag available, they should take every op-
portunity to knock up ag big a cheque as
possible. T know men who earned €30, £40
and £30 per month clearing under contract
on their own bhlocks, and T understand the
AMinister for Lands has stated that some
men earned as much as £70. Ta do that
they had neeessarily to neglect their crop-
ping and all the other things most urgent
and important towards pufting to profitable
use the land already cleared, Further. as
shonld have been patent fo evervone, in-
cluding the departmental officials, tke blocks
coold mot earry the capitalisation that was
being foreed upon them. A wan earaning
£40 a month cn contract would, in 12 months,
knock up £480, whieh wounld be extra capi-
talisation on his block, and it did not re-
quire much reckoning to show that very
soon the block would be over capitalised to
such an extent that it would be impossible
for him to carry on. TUltimately the Minis-
ter apd the advisory ecommittee saw the
mistake thev had made and sought to recede
from the position by issuing that circular.
Tt was for the bhenefit of the settler and
the department, too, that the cirenlar was
issued, but a lot of damace had bern done.
The group seftler was fairly content under
sustenance, but he was a verv disenntented
man when the epportunity for unlimited
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coutract work was withdeawn. 1 mentionec
the avocations of group settlers to show the
wide range of crafts and trades from which
some of these men came, and also to show
that they did not realise what they were
taking on. They had enfered a new walk
of life, and before they could fully realise
the benefits that later on would accrue from
their work, they were pushed into unlimited
contract work, with the rezult that a great
many of them became unsettled and many
troubles were heaped upon the department.
The damage was done by the introduction
of unlimited contract work. After the eir-
cular was issued, that in itself did not make
the position much better at the time, though
I believe ultimately it will be better. Cir-
cular No. 88 laid down that a man with two
cows could have advanced to him £19 10s.
ner monih. Those with cows in excess of
two would suffer a reduction of 30s. per
cow unttl the number reached 15. The
circular also laid down that a settler should
suffer a reduction by reason of cows that
had died. Thy that was done, T do not
know, hecause it is obvions that dead cows
could not contribute anything to a settler's
opkeep. It was bad enough for a settler
to bhe saddled with the capital cost. but to
he further muleted to the extent of 30s.
for a1 dead cow was cnongh to make any
settler stand up.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: And tn make the
poor old eow come to life again,

Hon. W. J. MANN: In the cirenlar no
provision was made for the sons of settlers.
T understand the Minister reeently stated
that these were one-mman farms and that
sons did not enter into the question, bhut |
make hold fo =av that the very essence
of group settlement was to bring young
people on to the land and keep them there.
The lack of provision for settlers’ sons was
a grave omission. The department, having
issued that cirenlar, .again admitted that it
bad been ill-thought out, becanse they have
since issued another circular o cover it and
have increased the amount of advance to
£20 10s. They have agreed to delete dead
eows fo the number of five, and have made
small provision for settlers’ sons. They
have agreed to advance an amount of £3
per month for each son who spends the
whole of his working time upon the hold-
ing, provided he is of the ace of 16 vears
ot over. The amount set down as the earn-
ines of a eow-—this ineludes ealves, and pigs,
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ete., that benefit from a man keeping a cow
—is 30s., but that is too high. That point
has been bromght under the notice of the
Minister by several deputatiors, and figures
have heen advaneed in support of the con-
tention. T have looked up a number of auth-
orities, and none of them represents the
amount as being much more than 20s. or
22g. 6d. as the average monthly earnings for
the cow. The Minister would be well ad-
vised to reduce the amount from 30s. to 20s.
I believe 20s. would be a fair thing and
would be as much as the settlers eonld afford
at the present time. A request has also
been made that the earnings of the group
settler from contract clearing should not be
confined to the month, buf should be spread
over a period of three months if necessarv.
The Minister, T understand, has decreed
that each month withont exeeption shall
stand by itgelf. Tt has been pointed ount
that a settler might be ill for the greater
part of a month and so unable fo earn
anything; but that phase apparently does
not weigh with the Minister. Consequently
such a settler will have no opportunity to
make wp leeway. The least the Minister
micht do would be to let each case be dealt
with on its merits, If it can be shown that
a settler has been unable during one month
to do the work neecessary for his upkeep.
he should be permitted to make up the dif-
ference in the succeeding month. The esti-
mate of 303, per cow is, T gather, based on
revenune received from cows on the Peel
Estate during a period of five months. Such
a period is not long enough fo afford a fair
basis. Neo man engaged in dairying to any
large extent would accept a basis of five
months; he would require a basis of 12
months, including all the fat months and
all the lean months. T feel certain that the
amount of 30s. is too high, if there is any
analozv with the returns from the cows
furnished by the Government o some set-
tlers in the Busselton distriet last vear. A
number of settlers on the Abba River in the
flush period of last year, when feed was at
its height, were told that they should take
10 eows. The land was new pasture, and its
extent was 25 acres. The man who tells a
settler that on 23 acres of new pasture,
even in his second xear, he can keep
10 eows and their ealves all the vear
round. has a fine imaegination. Tt has
not heen done by the old settlers, and is
not likelw to he done by group settlers. I
have heard it stated that the settlers de-
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murred to taking 10 cows, znd were then
informed that they could keep 20. How-
ever, they atfempted to keep 10, and with
what result? As soon as the flush of the feed
had been eaten off and the hot weather eame,
there was no feed for the stock. The depart-
ment were forced to collect about 200 head
of mileh eows from the group settlers
and remove them to agistment elsewhere.
I  helieve T am perfectly eorrect
in saying that close to Busselton 130
head of milech eows are being hand fed
by the department and milked at the same
time. Further, I believe the returns from
those cows are such that the loss fo the
department, over and ahove the earnines
from the cows, amounts to about 7s. 6d.
per cow per month. That has been going
on sinece last January. If I am not right,
T hope that the Mimster, when replying to
the debate, will give me the correct figures.
The actual amount cannot be ascertained
except through the depariment, to whom T
have not yet applied for the information.
If such are the results obtained by the de-
partment, what chance has the group
settler? Whoever was responsible for the
purchase of those ecows

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Were they imported, or
were they bought in the State?

Hon. W. J. MANN: T cannot say whence
they came. T understand that eows for the
eroup settlements are pnrehased by the
Stock Branch, and afier testing are handed
over to the settlers. T entirely exonerate
the group settlement officers from any
hlame in {his conuection; but seeing that
the Stock Branel are represented ou the
Advisory Committee, there must be some-
thing wrong in that quarter. The group
settler knows of these faets, and they are
likely to have a disturbing effect on him.
For the sake of the scheme and for the
sake of the settler, I hope that that kind of
thing will speedily be remedied. I ander-
stand that the Advisory Committee’s reply
on this question is that last year was an
extremely dry year in the South-TWest. T
concede that the year was dry, but it was
not so dry as to prevent other settlers from
keeping their stock and mainfaining their
milk returns at about the average. The
main cause of the failure was that the
settlors were asked to earrv far more stock
than it was possible for them to earry at
that staze. I say this althongh T hope the
average settler will be able to carry 20 and
even 30 head of stock later. T am pleased
te say there is another side of the pictore.
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Nomerous settlers all over the South-West
hitve esta’ lished what just now 1 called
show places. [{ it were possible, I woul
Le delighted to take hon. members to see
some of those little forms. I am sure mem-
bers would be nratitied with the result of
the labours of seitlers who have been here
only four or live vears. Some of them,
possessing previous experience and plenty
of energy, have successfully engaged n
intense eulture.

Hon. (. Potter: One of the most success-
ful settlers iz an ex-bus driver from Lon-
daon.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I have no doubt that
that is perfectly true. By the exercise of
enercy and by means of intense eulture
some settiers have heen able to obtain good
profits from their eows, and are now send-
ing eream to the butter factories. Ouly ¢
week ago the manager of the Busselton
factory told me with a good deal of
pleasure that he expected fo be reeceiving
200 cans of eream per day very shortly,
and that a good deal of it would come from
the group settlements. T know that the
Bunbury faetory will benefit in the same
way, Further, I understand that a good
deal of milk and ¢ream is coming into the
metropolis from the Peel Estate. Evidence
is to ke found evervwhere that with a little
tuition sueh as I have deseribed, the group
settlers will succeed and the State will re-
ceive a rich reward. T know of one settler
who almost ever since he has heen on the
group has been making £2 per week from
poultry. Dozens of scttlers are making £1
per week, and others are making respect-
able amounts, from pigs. Others, again,
are finding vegetables a profitable side line.
So that already there is a steady stream of
products coming from the groups; and that
stream is bound to increase largely.
Another phase to which the department
should give attention is that of providine
group seltlers with efficient working tools
and gzear. It was my privilege and pleasure
to accompany the Minister for Lands on a
trip through various groups last vear. O
that accasion the Minister was the recipient
of numerous complaints regarding tools and
ear. I admit that some of the complaints
were frivolous and should never have heen
made; bhnt there were solid grounds for
complaints regarding the ecarts which were
supplied to group settlers. Those carts
were a disgrace fo any firm and to anv
department. In the case of sbme of the
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caris It was alrozt possible to ipsert a
lead pencil between the fyre and the
woodwork of the wheel. To the Min-
ister's  credit I should say that as
soon as he had realised the posi-
tion he =said, ‘At the first post office
T get to I will send a wire to despateh
no more of those carts to the South-West.’
Mr. Angwin's promise was redeemed within
half an hour of its heing made. Complaints
regarding the carts were made many times
hefore, and why the position had not previ-
ously been rectilied | do not know. The
moment the Mimister came on the secenc
and saw whal was wrong, the tronble was
remedied. Similarly, in connection with other
troubles. if someone in anthority counld per-
sonally inquire ints them, much heart
burning wounld be saved. Single wmould
board ploughs from the State Tmplemeni
Works have been furnished to group set
tlers and found fuite unsuitable for break-
ing up the heavy land of the South-West

.They may be serviceable enough plough:

to work land that has been cultivated fime
and again, but to use them on new ang
heavy land that may be full of roots, i
merely to court disaster. The result of this
has been that on many holdings thest
plonghs are to be found strewn aboulb ir
a condition such as they should not be. Re
cently the Advisory Board realised ther
was something wrong and now dise plough:
are being provided to the various group:
for work such as I have indicated. 1 was
informed the other day that on one groug
there are four dise ploughs available for the
20 settlers there, while another eouple of
groups have five plougbs each. Dise ploughs
should have been provided from the ontsef
and thus a great waste of energy and muecl
heart burning wonld have been avoided. N
experienced man would have tackled suel
a job with the ploughs that were provides
at the outset, for they would have realisec
atl onee that they were unsuitable for th
work they were to he asked to do. Ther
again, settlers were supplied with harrows
Hon. members who know anything abow
that type of implemert will realise how
inefficient those supplied to the group set
tlers were when I say that, after proceeding
for half a mile or so in one direction, thi
whole of the tynes were bent baek at ar
angle of practically 45 degrees. In order t
get some further use out of the harrows, thi
settlers hitehed the horses on to the revers
side and thus bent the tymes back again
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Hon. members can readily imagine what hap-
pened after that course had been followed
two or three times, The harrows were of the
diamond point type and should never have
been supplied. Had the men conecerned
known their job, they would have supplied
the group settlers with the stump jump,
or semi-stump jump barrows, with chisel-
pointed tynes. That is lhe type Tequired
for the work that has to be dome in the
group areas. If loeal advisory boards were
established, such incidents in all probability
would never have oecurred. If suech boards
are provided in the future, troubles of this
deseription will be obviated. I do not in-
tend to deal with the financial aspect of the
group settlement scheme to any extent, but
aceording to figures supplied by the Minister
for Lands, the group settlements have cost
to date £3,400,000, in round figures. As
agaipst that, sinee the inception of the
group settlement scheme, Western Australia
has imported over £5,000,000 worth of bacon,
ham, butter, eheese and tinned milk., That
means that those articles alone have de-
pleted the coffers of this State to the extent
of that buge sum, If we include the im-
portations of live stock, including horses,
sheep and pigs, another £1,100,000 has to
be added to that figure, giving a total of
£6,100,000 worth of articles imported sinee
the inception of the scheme. Ultimately the
group settlements will provide all the arti-
cles represented in the importations I have
referred to. When that day arrives, that
immense amount of money will be retained
in circulation within the State, instead of
being sent to the WEastern States, in
addition to the State bhaving the bene-
fit of ‘the established farms within iis
borders. The Govermment should per-
severe with the scheme and enlarge
it. T trust they will put a little more vim
info it. Tt is understood that another group
will be established in the South-West next
month, and I trusi that the Government,
now that the financial position is fairly clear,
will accelerate the group settlement work,
not only in the Sonth-West but in other
parts of the State where opportunities
are provided, and where the work can be
profitably undertaken. I have no wish to
see all group settlements established in the
South-West.
groups in the North-West, by all means let
us have them ecstablished there. It is sin-
cerely ta be haped that the Government will

If it is possible to establish
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be able to undertake that work. I trust they
will persevere and so bring in the 75,000
migrants that Sir James Mitchell agreed to
put on the land when he first embarked upon
his big schome, We would like to see West-
ern Australia become not only the prin-
cipal granary in the Sonthern Hemisphere,
but the prineipal portion of the Common-
wealth from which Australia’s dairy pro-
ducts and fat lambs will come. I believe
that objective is possible of achievement and
ultimately the goal will be reached. While
I pay a tribute to Sir James Mitchell, and
also lo the Premier, Mr. Collier, for the
work they bave done in procuring cheap
money for this great work, I believe that
the Imperial Government have not yet real-
ised the extent to which we are helping
them. During the past 7% years the Brit-
ish Government have spent nof less than
£340,000,000 in doles to the unemployed.
That is a fabulons sum to be spent in such
s way, and I am only sorry that the ex-
penditure of money by way of doles does
not make for the building up of the nation.
On the 1st March last, there were
1,107,000 people in Great Britain receiving
the dole. During the conelnding stages of
the war, Great Britain was paying abont
£6,500,000 per day to prosecute the
campaign, The Mother Country, with
1,107,000 people receiving the unemploy-
ment dole, could well afford to give Western
Australia at least one day’s war eontribution
now and again, in order to take off her bands
some of the people she has to keep by means
of that dole. Among those receiving the
doles there must be many who would make
admirable settlers and Great Britain could
well afford io make a gift of the contribu-
tion T have suggested, to the State Govern-
ment, if we took those people off her hands.
I do not think we would be asking a great
deal, because it is a simple question of trans-
planting Britishers from one part of tne
Empire, where they cannot make good, to
another pari where they have every oppor-
tunity for advancement. That ig all I have
to say regarding the group settlements, and
I will conclude by repeating that T hape the
Government will acecelerate the work under
that heading, so that we shall see not onmly
135 groups established, but two or three
times that number in different parts of the
State. I do not wish to detain the House
much longer, but there are one or two mat-
tere af interest to the South-West Province
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to which 1 desire to refer before resuming

my seat. Amongst them there is the
question of harbours. Hon. members
have heard a lot during the ecourse

of the debate concerning the various har-
bours of the State. There is an intimation
in the Governor’s Speech that the entrance
to the Fremantle harbour has been deepened
to the exfent of 36 feet and that the work
in connection with the Geraldton harbour
is progressing =atisfactorily. In the inter-
ests of all parts of the State, and of de-
eentralisation, it i1s neccessary to give the
hinterland to the varions ports immediate
attention. ('onsideration should ‘alse be
given to the harbour renuirements at Bun-
bury, Busselten, Flinder’s Bay and Alhany,
as well as at other ports that have been
mentioned. Recently it was sugzested that
we are likely to bave a vecord wheat vield
this season, and that within the next ten
vears the wheat production of the State will
be enormous. For that reason, it is the
duty of the Government to prepare for the
handling of the great crops that are antici-
pated. For vears past various Governments
have beenm unable to make up tbeir minds
definitely upon a compreheusive scheme for
the improvement of the Bumbury harbour.
The presemt position at that port is eausing
the people concerned much anxiety. The
capital expendifure upon the harbour is
£448,000, of which £235,000 has been sunk
in the breakwater. Despite that large ex-
penditure, the facilities available, from a
shipping point of view, are little better than
they were 15 years ago. Work done in the
past suggests a none too successful experi-
ment. Last year 138 steamers, aggregating
554,639 tons gross register. use the port of
Bunbury. They handled cargo to the extent
of 386,129 {ons, the value of the export por-
tion being £1,915431. The exports are
mainly timber, wheal, and coal. Perish-
ables, such as {ruil and vegetables, are rela-
tively small because no provision has yet
been made at Bunbury for shipping such
commodities on amy large scale. At Bun-
bury there are 10 berths where vessels may
load to a depth of from 16ft. to 27ft. 6in,,
but of those 10 berths six are practically
useless because the big modern type of vessel
demands a draught of corresponding depth.
Only fonr of those berths can be termed
cood workahle herths. Two of them have a
depth of 27ft. Gin. at the end, but this is
quite insufficient, as has been instaneed
lately. A Norwegian steamer called at Bun-
bury last year with the idea of filling np
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her coa! bunkers, but as she was drawing
29ft. she bad to go on to Fremantle. Lest
year also another vessel called for 1,000
tons of coal. but as she was drawing
27ft. Bin. she also had to pass along to
Fremantle. These are not isolated cuses.
There bave been others and in consequence
Bupbury has suffered a big loss in wages
and shipping dues. In Bunbury there is
a large number of men dependent on ship-
ping for a livelihood. They are being de-
prived of work because the Government
have not provided sullicient water for ship-
ping to be carvied on. Pending the decision
of the Government to embark on a compre-
hensive scheme, there is urgent necessity for
some temporary relief. Amongst the older
people of Bunbury there is an idea that the
opening of the old boat channel at the shore
end of the breakwater would cause a sconr
that wonld overeome a lot of the perpetual
silting trouble.  Siltage is a very serious’
question for Bunbury. Dredging there is
very oxpensive, and does not seem to I
making any great progress, for as fast as
the channel is dredged the =ilt comes in
again, and so0 the work has to be repeated.
I want to say that the money that has been
expended on the Bunbury barbour was fully
justified, although I cannot say that it has
been judiciously expended. The interest
charges on the expenditure on the barbour
anount to €20,000 per anoum., Still the
revenue for the last three vears has greatly
exceeded that amount, Yor the year ended
Joth June, 1924, the revenue was £33800,
while for the year cnded 30th .June, 1925,
it was £37,600, and for the year ended 30th
June, 1926, it was £35,800. That slight de-
crease on the fizures of the previous year
was owing to the facl that the port lost rev-
enue through nol being able to accommodate
steamers such as I have alluded to, and that
the shipment of wheat was below that of
the previous yvear. In 1924 the harbour

trust paid into Consolidated Revenue
£21,330, 1 1425 £22000, and in 1926
£21,000. The establishment of secondary

industries at Bunbury will, I am. sure, fol-
low the coming of the power scheme, and
chipping also will be largely increased.
About four milez out of Bunbury the super-
phosphate people have aequired a large
area on which to erect their warks. That
in itself will bring an increased quantity of
shipping, and altogether there is every rea-
sor for urging the Government to provide
some increased facilities for the port. The
port of Busselton is designed to serve a
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very rich and rapidly growing district. A
few years ago there was practically no
shipping at Busselton, but in the year just
clesed 50 vessels were loaded there. Like
Bunhury, Busselton has had to suffer for
lack of depth of water. There is at Bus-
selton no silting problem, the only trouble
being that the port has never had a fair
deal in the provisior of harbour facilities.
Nothing has been done there since 1911, and
in that year operations were confined to a
little dredging. The people of Busselton
were promised by the Mitchell Government
that additions would be made to the loading
end of the jetty so as to enable larger
vessels to use the port. Also it was pro-
mised that there would be increased facili-
ties for shunting and for tying up the
vessels. I am sorry to say those promises
have not been fulfilled. Since then similar
promises have been made by the present
Government. T understand the Minister
for Works said that hLe fully recognised
the just claim of Dusselton to inereased
facilities on its jetty. However, the old
question of finance eropped up and the
maiter seems to have been shelved again.
Beeavse inereased shipping facilities have
not heen provided at Busselton, the people
there have had the depressing experience
of seeing thousands of loads of timber pass
through the railway yards from country 40
miles further south-west and be hanled else-
where for shipment. That is not fair to the
people endeavouring to build up that part of
the State. Members have frequently heard
Ministers talk glibly about each port being
entitled to the trade of its hinterland. In
respect of Busselton that practice has heen
honoured far more in the breach than in the
observance. I liave pot been able to
secure the returns relating to Busselton
shipping, because they are included in
the records of the Railway Department,
However, some idea of these figures may
he gleaned from the faet that the railway
revenue from Busselton for the 12 months
ended 3lst June last was £71,502. Goods
and merchandise handled totalled 88,386
tons of which 72,450 tons were despatched
cither by steamer or rail. They are not en-
ormous figures, but they do show a steady
growth at the port and serve to warrant Gor-
ernment action in providing additional facil-
ities. Forther, I find that of late abont 45
special {rains per month have heen run over
the Busselton-Margaret River and Busselton-
Nannap lines in timber traffic. Those trains
of eourse were in addition to ordinary sche-
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dule trains. What is required for Busselton
is that the berthing head should be leng-
thened to enable ships to be moored safely.
It is not sufficiently long for the hig steam-
ers that wish to come into the port. Then
the jetty should he widened to permit of ex-
tra sets of rails necessary to shunting opera-
tions. When that is done it is eslimated that
the removal of the thin erust of rock ai
the bed of the berthing basin would enable
the dredge to give all the depth of water re-
quired for many years to come. There s in
the Speech a reference to the heavy expendi-
tnre on drainage in the South-West. The
present abnormal winter bas severely tested
this drainage work done there by the Mit-
chell Government and by the present Gov-
ernment, and in every respect has the work
been found successful. In view of the de-
pressing report we heard last night from
Mr. Burvill regarding drainage in the Tor-
hay area, it is rvefreshing to know that the
drainage schemes in the Busselton district
are proving wholly successful. During the
recent heavy rains 1 made 2 special trip
out to see how the drains were working. Be-
tween Busselton and Quindalep there must
have been 4 feet of water going over the
gates for a width of perhaps half a chain,
and the drains were taking away millions of
tons of water which otherwise would have
been spread over the land now oeeupied by
group settlers. I hope the coastal country
between Pinjarrah and Waterloo will be in-
cluded in a comprehensive drainage scheme
for the South-West. Somne drains have been
constructed at points along the line, but the
expenditure has heen relatively small, and a
ereat deal vet remains to be done. The set-
tlers in the Coolup, Waroona, and Yarloop
areas have long sought relief from the ex-
cess water that runs over their country in
the winter. I put forward their cases as
deserving of special attention. The complete
draining of the Harveyv district has been
long deferred, and should be commenced
without delay. Some seven or eight years
have elapsed sinee it was proved possible
to carry the water from the Darling Ranges,
in the vicinity of Harvev, into Lake Preston
and thenee into the sen. I am told that com-
plete plans for such ontlsts have been in the
hands of the Public Works Department for
a long time. If the (Government were so
minded, they could commence the work with-
in a few weeks. The estimated expenditure
for the drainage of that hig area is, T believe,
only £40.000. That monev would render cul-
tivable 100,000 acres of rieh swamps, which
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it present cannot be utilised for any pur-
sose. It would also considerably benefit an-
sther 130,000 acres of higher land. In this
~ay about a quarter of a million ucres of
‘ertile land within easy distance of the met-
‘opolis could be profitably farmed, and where
there are vow only otcasional homesteads
:here would svon be hundreds of prosperous
Families. One great advantage the Harvey
wrea enjoys is that it is tavourably sitluated
for irrigation. At no great cost another weir
sould be constructed in the hills, and from
this source irrigation could be provided for
orehards and the rich alluvial flats during
the summer months. OQur summer is a
long, dry one, but the Harvey country
could “easily be irrigated and thus made a
prolific producer. Tlere is no doubht about
the practicability of the scheme. 1 under-
stand it has the endorsement of every eivil
engineer of note who has given attention
to the matter. If this were carried into
effect, the country from Waroona to Bruns-
wick would benefit, ineluding the Benger
swamps which produce from £20,000 to £30,-
000 worth of summer potatoes every season.
I hope the Government will, when possible.
extend the drainage scheme to this area. I
know the matter has been under considera-
tion for a long time. I now wish to stress
the claims of the people of Greenbushes for
consideration in the way of grants to en-
able them to prospect for the lost tin lodes.
Nearlv £1,000,000 worth of tin has already
heen won from the district. The opinion
has been expressed hy old and experienced
men that this represents but a small pro-
portion of the deposits of tin at Green-
bushes. If these lodes could be picked up
by a series of bores, owing fo the high price
of tin and the probable permanency of that
price, that part of the State would prompt-
ly find work for a large number of men,
many of whom would be glad to leave the
goldfields to go there, or to lcave the
metropolis to enrage in work at remunera-
tive rates. The Government should not
hesitate to give some assistance in the direc-
tion I have indicated. T congratulate them
on having taken a broad and statesmanlike
view of the Collie power scheme, and the
possibilities of electrical development in
this State. T hope they will go into the
matter with all possible energy, and eive
what assistance they ¢an to bring the scheme
to fruition. T want to see Collie electric
power f{ransmitted, not only throughont the
Sonth-West, but as far as the metropolis.
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Tt would be possible in this State, as it is
elsewhere, ito eliminate a tremendons amount
of the drudgery that falls to the lot of the
man on the land, by the usc of electric
power. I now wizsh to refer to a matter
that is not mentioned in the Speech, but,
though it appears to be a small one, it
areatly affect the State. 1 allude to our
tourist resorts. Last year | made a trip
around the seabcuwl ol Australia Ivom the
most south-weslerly point of the coastal
railway at Flinders Bay to the most north-
casterly point of Queensland, 1,250 miles
north of Brichane. I kept my eyes open to
see what was being done in the tourist busi-
ness elsewhere, and [ came (o the conclu-
gion that in this State we have in this re-
gard mssets equal to amnytbing in Australin.
For many years our tourist places have re-
ceived seant attention at the hands of Gov-
ernment authorities, Take the case of Cave
House at Yallingup. That i1s a Government
monopoly. No one else could enter info
the husiness of eatering for the traffic there
with any reasonable hope of suceess. The
Government are not providing the accom-
modation for visitors that ought to be pro-
vided. Tf Cave House were a private con-
cern, the Licensing Bench would probably
insist upon adeguate provision being made
for the trade. If the Government are de-
termined to keep this as a State conecern,
they should be compelled to do what a pri-
vate undertaking would do. It is the most
picturesque of all our tourist resorts. Most
membhers know it well. I am sure the Hon-
orary Minister has happy recollections of
it, for on many oceasions when he has felt
Jaded by hiz departmental work, and has
required a little relaxation and reeuperation,
he bas gone straight to Vallingup. I know
he is in sympathy with the establishment
and that, if be had his way, assistance would
be rendered to it. There is a erying need for
new dining rooms. If these were provided
on the site sct aside for them, other portions
of the building conld be utilised for bed-
rooms. There should also be a refrigerating
service, which does not now exist, although
the motive power is available for running
it. An up to date establishment such as
Cave House ought to be provided with a
proper hot waler servicee It is now s
business proposition, and is showing a profit
for the State. In 1919-1920 the expenditure
was £10,985 and the revenue was £11,079;
in 1921-22 the expenditure was £12,729, and
the vevenue £14,482; in 1922-23 the expen-
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diture was £12,200, and the revenue £13,576;
in 1923-24 the expenditure was £12,875, and
the revenue £14,814, In 1924.25 the expendi-
ture was £13,094 and the revenue £14,011,
and last year the expenditure was £14,378
and the revenue £16,190. While the expen-
diture has increased during this period by
£3,400, or 30 per cent, the revenue has in-
ereased by £5,000, or mearly 50 per cent.
For years the establishment has paid full
interest and depreciation, and a few hun-
dred pounds over and above that, while the
tariff is the cheapest in the Commonwealth
for this class of trade. Although T bave
shown that the trade there has inecreased and
that last year the exnenditure was £14,378,
and the revenue £16,90, Cave House at
the present time has dining acemmnoda-
tion for only 78 people. By ntilising the
verandahs outside it is possible to seat an-
other 36, so that the most that can be ae-
commodated at one sitting is 114 people.
During last Christmas week the staff at
Cave House served 12,024 meals. The whole
of the staff, including the manager and his
wife, total only 36. Durine Easter week
10,525 meals were sgrved. The fignres would
have been considerably increased had it been
possible to serve others who required meals.
That was the limit to which the staff eould
go. Hundreds of people took hampers out
there and bad meals in the grounds around
Cave House. That points to » business loss
by the State, and it is the duty of the Gov-
ermnment therefore to see that sufficient ae-
commodation is provided for everyone. The
bedroom accommodation at Yallingnp is
limitedd to proviston for 64 people, but by
usitg baleony beds, 30 more can be aceom-
modated. Everybody, however, on going
away for a holiday, will not agree to have a
baleony bhed and use a cupboard in a com-
mon dressing rcom. Ieople are prepared
to pay for services, and consequently
they should not be asked to put up with
balcony heds or common dressing rooms.
The Government should cither enter for
everyone o allow private enterprise fo
do so. It is the Government's duty to
keep in the State as many holiday
makers as they ecan and so prevent tour-
ists’ money goinm clsewhere.  Thure is no
garage accommodation at Cave House, al-
though frequently as many as 100 cars are
in the grounds. Hundreds and possibly
thousands of people have been denied ad-
mission to Cave Flouse. The Government
have heen well aware that these require-
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ments are necessary' because plans for in-
ereased accommodation have been prepared
for some time. I have heard of them for
four or five years past, and knowing that
this is a business proposition, I cannot un-
derstand why the Government refuse to go
on with the work. Some idea of the
growth of the traffic ean be gathered
by the fact that 1,000 people entered
the Yallingup cave last Clristmas week.
Each person is charged a fee of 3s., so that
this, too, is in every way a business proposi-
tion, and the Government should not hesi-
tate to do their part. A small amount
should be spent on lighting some of the
other caves. The ¥ammoth Cave, I sup-
piose, is one of the finest down there, parti-
cularly from the scientific point of view,
and it should be 1it up by -electricity.
The first cost possibly would not exeeed
£500, and a proper illumination wounld en-
able some of the hetter features of the
cave to be Jdisplayed. The railways obtain
a great benefit from the traflic to the Cave
tlouse and could obtain more revenue by
providing cheap week-end exenrsions to let
people see what attractions we have within
our own State. I made inouviries at the
Tourist Bureau at Perth for accommoda-
lion at Cave House next Christmas and I
found that even at the present fime, the
middle of Augusi, the whole of the bed-
room accommodation there has been
hooked. The same thing oceurred last
Christmas. During last summer, extending
from DNecember te April inclusive, it was
necessarv to book months ahead if one
desircd to secure a room at Yallingup.
Hundreds of people whe c¢ould not he
accommodated went for their holidays to
the Iastern States and elsewhere, and
Western Aunstralia was the poorer for that.
It is therefore quite time that the Govern-
ment woke up to their responsibilities in
that respect and made a real effort to re-
tain the tourists’ money in this State. It
is time we got into line with the other
States and overseas countries. Every
visitor to our shore leaves behind him new
money and takes away impressions which
are good or bad, according to the ideas
formed. We should further extend our
tourist activities hy having agents in every
capital city. We should foster what I heard
called the “tourist conscience” and get the
people to spend money in the State and
induce others to spend it with them. Dur-
ing my travels in New Sonth Wales I learnt
that Sydneyx receives, on an average, 6.000
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visitors every week of the vear. It would
be a very muderate estimate to say that
cach visitor left £5 in that State. That
would amount to £30,000 a week, or a
million and a half pounds in the vear.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Treble it and
vou will be nearer the mark.

Hon. J. Ewing: 1 think you could multi-
phv it by tone

Hor. \WW. 3. MAXN: I do not wish to be
aceised of exaggerating, and that is why
I pnt down the figure at €5. TIf we
naorely denbled it we would et three
willivis i the yvear, and even then we
wonld be well inside the mark. As a final
illn<tration 1 would quote New Zealand, a
country that apprerciates the value of the
tonvist traftic, That is evidenced by the
fact that the anthorities there ave not the
Ita-t hit concerned that the expenditure on
tourist traffic in 1924-25 resulted in a loss
ot over £19,000. They were perfectly satis-
fled to lose that amount on their tourist
activities, knowing that the sum would be
retnrned many times by the capital brought
inte the Dominion by visitors and spread
over the whole of the country. TFor many
Jyears past New Zealand has subsidised its
illustrated papers. I did see what the
tfigures were, but I have not been abhle to
lay my hand on them and so cannot dis-
close them to the House. The object of
subsidising the illustrated papers is to in-
duce people to visit New Zealand by the
publieation of pictures in those papers.
This method of advertising has been very
suceessful.  The previous overnment in
Western Australia are to be congratulated
on  having broughl into existence the
present Tourist Bureau, and the Govern-
ment of to-day may be given some small
weed of praise for enabling that institu-
tion te continue. They wounld get a good
deal more praise, however, if they treated
the Bureau more liberally. My personal
experience of the conduct of the bureau is
that the director and his staff are fully
alive to the advanlages of tourist propa-
ganda. In the director we bave an officer
equal to any to he found in a similar posi-
tion in other parts of Australia. T helieve
him to be superior to some that I eonld
mention. He is dving his best with the
limited money at his disposal. More
attraetive and commodious offices counld be
provided. If T were running the concern
T would take a shop front in the busiesi
part of the city and there make a display
that would c¢reate a demand for tourist
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frips throunghout the whole of the State. I
do not know whether members have been
in the burean lately, [f not, T would advise
them to drop in and have a look at the

stalagmife display and ask themselves
what the ellecet would be o1 a similar
exhibition in a shop window, ihere

it could be seen by all passers by.
I am sure if would bring patronage and
would awaken a desire amongst people to
visit that part of the State even during
the slackest months of the year. I realise
there are heavy calls upon the finances of
the State, but it cannot be argued that
money spent in cncouraping tourist traffie
is lost, Rather is it a sound investment,
as the experience of other countries has
shown. T hope to sec an extension of the
tourist business generally, and I trust that
the Government will see that the long over-
due expenditure for the Caves House is pro-
vided before next summer. I regret that I
have ocenpied the time of the House longer
than 1 intended. 1 hope my initial effort
has noi proved wearisome to members——

Member: It has been very interesting.

Hon. W, J. MANN: But I ask them to
give me ¢redit for being carnest in what
I bave advocated for the benefit of the
whole State.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan) [9.31]: Before dealing with the
Governor's Speech, permit me to offer my
congratnlations to you, Mr. President, on
your elevation te the bigh and honourable
position yon now hold. It is a position that
I readily admit yon are peculiarly fitted to
adorn, and I trust that good health will be
vonchsafed to you during your term of
office. I recogmise how trying it must be
to sit in the Chair for several hours listen-
ing to sometimes rather prosy speeches with-
out being able to indulge in the ease avail-
able to other members. Therefore, I trust
good health will be your portion to enable
you to carry out satisfactorily the duties you
bave undertaken. I join in the welcome ex-
tended to new members. I have had the
pleasure of knowing them for a good num-
ber of years, and I can assure them they
will find the work interesting. Of all the
questions dealt with in the Speech, that of
migration is the most important. On it
depends the immediate and future develop-
ment of the State, and to it we loock for
relief from deficits and the strangling bur-
den of taxation. I congratulate the Govern-



