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clearly before the electors, and there are many |

items in that policy to which the attention of
Parliament should be devotad at as early a
date as practicable.

‘The lie-anchme of the electors to the I.a%g-
lative Council should be broadened, and the
Council brought more closely into toueh with
the householders throughout the State.

The Consolidation and Amendment of the
Ligquor Laws, incorporating the principle of
Local Option and State Contrel in relation to
new licenses, should receive consideration.

To farther encourage the settlement of the
soil and the development of its resources a
new Land Bill is m?;:t‘;ry' nc;: only eonmsoli-
dating the exipti utes, but containing
m&nymnsvnlmhlemﬁberalining amendments in

ard both to legislation and administration.
.ei‘o meet the increasing demand for land by
encouraging the subdivision of large estates
capable of closer settlement, & measure of
Taxation upon the Unimproved Value of such
holdings, but containing liberal exemption in
favour of the genuine settler, should be passed.

The final Report of the Royal Commission
on our Forests renders it advisable to legislate
for more effectually conserving the forest areas
of the State, at the same time establishing
greater facilities for providing local supplies.

‘While convinced that, with rare exceptions,
our settlers bave treated the Aborigines with
humanity, farther powers are required to
secure an adequate control of and protection
to natives who congregate sbout townships
and pearling camps.

In view of contemplated Tegislation this
Session, three Royal Commissions are now
gitting in connection with various matters
affocting the Mining Industry. The reports
of these Commissions will better enable you to
deal with the important questions which these
bodies are considering.

Thero is alao need for legislation placing the
Civil Service on a more satisfactory basis
than at present, whilst the work of Comsoli-
dating our Statutes should alse be steadily
proceeded with.

My advisers are prepared to submit for
your consideration Bills dealing with these
matters, if assured that, under the existing
conditions, they enjoy your confidence.

The result of the Elections has been the
return to the Legislative Assombly of three
groups of Members, not one of which has a
majority of the House. Under such circum-
stances it is clear that the paramount duty of
Parliament is to ascerfain whether there
exigta a majority of Members prepared to
support any one of thesa Parties, and thereby
socure that stability and firmness in Adminis-
tration which is g0 eseential to good Govern-
ment.

You will, therefore, be invited to give
immediate sattention to this main question,
and, should the result prove that my present
Ministers enjoy the confidence of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, they will be prepared to carry
out the policy indicated.

Believing that stable und settled adminis-
tration is
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e main desire of every Member, T |
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express the earnest hope tbat, by the exercis
of that common eense which has alway
characterised Bepresentative Government i
the British Dominions, you will arrive at .
decision which will ensure to the State tha
steady guidance which was never more neces:
sary than at the present time.

I declare this Session of Parliament opened
and I confidently trust that, aided by divin
direction, yon will materially advance th
well-baing of the State.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PaesipErt: Copy of th
Financial Accounts for year ended June
1904.

By the Coroniar SeceEramy: Fre
mantle Harbour Trust Commissioner:
half-yearly report;; Reporton the Fishin
Industry, 1903; Third Auwnval Retur
of Proceedings under the Industris
Coneiliation and Arbitration Act; Secon
Annual Report of Registrar of Trade
Unions. By-laws of Goldficlds Wate
Supply Admioistration. Western Unio
Railway, report on route proposed b
Mr. John Gwynneth, A.M.IC.E.,, Me
bourne, Meteorological Report, 190!
Railways Waorking Account, (uartes
ended December, 1903 ; also March an
June, 1904, By-laws for munivipalitic
of Beverley, Bulong, Coolgardie, Ea:
Fremantle, Leonora, Mount Magne
Perth, South Terth, Vietoria Parl
Alterations to railway clussification an
rate book,

Ordered, to lie on the table,

BILL INTRODUCED, ABORIGINES.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETAR
(Hon. W, Kingsmill) : In order to ussel
the undoubted right and privilege of tt
House to initiate legislation, I mos
(without notice) for leave to introduce
Bill entitled “ An Act for the better pr
tection of the aboriginel inhabitants (
Western Australia.”

Leave given; Bill introduced and rea
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
FIRST DAY OF DEBATE.

Hon. R. D. McEENZIE (Nortl
East) : I to move the adoption of t}
following Address, in reply to His Exce
lency’s Speech:—

To His Excellency Admiral Sir Froderi
George Denham Bedford, Knight Grax
Cross of the Most Honourable Order
the Bath, Governor, ete., ete., ete.
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Max 11 PLEABE YoUuRr EXCELLENCY,—

‘We, tho Legislative Council of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign King

ward VII,, and to thank Your Excecllency
for the Speech you have been pleased to
address to Parliament.

It is customary, I understand, in moving
the adoption of the Address-in-reply, to
touch lightly on the subjects mentioned
in His Bxcellency’s Speech. This after-
noon, a8 the time is very limited, I donot
intend to deal at any great length with
those subjects, but merely to treat them
briefly in passing. The Speech is largely
retrospective; and in view of existing
political conditions it does not predict
much new legislation. His Buxcellency
obsgexves that the general advancement of
the industries of Western Australia
mentioned in his preceding Speech has
been maintained and contioued in the
period now under review; and I think we
may congratulate ourselves on the fact
that our main industries are in such a
flourishing condition, and that our popu-
lation shows a satisfactory increase.
True, the population has not been
increasing by leaps and bounds; but an
increase at the rate of about 20,000 per
annum is surely satisfactory. This State
undoubtedly needs immigration. The
natural increase of population is not
sufficient to develop our great resources;
therefore it behoves cither the present
or any future Government to make every
possible effort to secure a proper class
of immigrants for Western Australia.
Wilh this end in view, I think we may
very well follow the example of the sister
State, Victoria; for instead of having an
Agent General in London, Victoria has a
business agent there who is in touch with
the producers of the State and has a
thorough knowledge of what is required;
this official takes very little interest in
social affairs; and I think the time has
arrived when probably Western Australia
cen do without an Agent Genefal. No
doubt the Commonwenlth, at an early
date, will appoint a High Commissicner,
and then there will be no necessity for us
to have a figure-head to attend Social
functions. We want a representative in
London whe thoroughly understands the
requirements of Western Australia, one
who can do a great deal of good in dis-

[28 Juwy, 1904.]

Mover's Speech. 5

tributing information as to our resources,
more particularly in connection with the
agricultural, pastoral, and mining indus-
tries. Referring again to the question of
immigration, I would like to say we shall
bave to be particular ag to the class of
$ople we introduce inte this country.

e certainly do not want the pauper
immigrant: we want a cluss of people who
will become producers. We want people
who will either seftle on the land or
become prospectors and help the country
along. ‘i fear the time is very far distant
when this State will be numbered amongat,
the greut manufucturing countries of the
world ; but there is nothing to prevent
Western Australia becoming the largest
exporting State of the Comwmonwealth of
Australia in products raised from the soil.
It seems to me that there is very little we
cannot produce in Western Australia.
The agricultural industry has been going
ahead by leaps and bounds, the produc-
tion of cereals being enormous, while the
fruit-growing industry has prospered
during the last few years. Western Aus-
tralia 18 considered an ideal country for
wine-growing, and taking everything into
consideration I believe Western Aus.
tralia, at no far distant date, will become
one of the greatest exporting countries of
our great Commonwealth. The Speech
gives a retrospect of the work done by
the preceding Parliament, also some,
interesting figures worthy of attention.
I do not propose to go inlo the figures
now, owing to the time this afterncon
being limited, but I would like to mention
thut the last Parliament gaw the com-
pletion of the great Coolgardie Water
Scheme. T cannot, mention this question
for the first time in this House without
paying a tribute to Sir John Forrest,
who 1nstigated the scheme and was in-
gtrumental in carrying it out. We on
the goldfields are beginning to feel the
benefit of the work, and I would like to
impress on whoever may be in power
in this country, the necessity for making
the water scheme a commercial con-
cern. In the first instance we were
told by Sir John Forrest that water
would be supplied at 3s. 6d. per
1,000 gallons; but the price we have
been paying up to date has been
something like 7s. per 1,000 gallons.
1 am one of those who believe that when
we have a commodity like water to sell,
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it 1s not a good thing to fix a hl price
for it. Even if we make a sma.l loss at
the beginping, the price should be fixed
8o as to induce the people to use the
commodity extensively. So far this has
not been the case on the goldfields, and
in my opinion the Government ahould
decide upon making a substantial re-
duction in the price of the water at once.
By this means the Government will turn
what is now a slight loss into what would
be a considerable profit in the future.
The administration of the water scheme
at the present time is entirely in the
hands of the Minister.
bably necessary while the work was in
the construction stage, but I do not
think it is necessaty now that the work
is completed. An Act of Parliament
was passed in 1902 which gives power to
sppoint a board for the control of the
water supply, and I think the time bas
arvived when a board should be ap-
pointed. Ome of the representatives on
the board is to be an engincer, and
another a commercial or business man;
and I think if a gentleman who is well

[COUNCIL.]

|
|

known on the goldfields, one who knows
like that. Tt hits the goldfields in th

the requirements of the people and who
is also a keen, shrewd, business tnan, wag
appointed to the board there would be
no doubt about the success of the
scheme. The Speech mentions that
the Fremantle Harbour Works were
completed during the term of the last
Parbiament, and that under the effi-
cient management which has taken place,
the works have paid 3 per cent. oun
the total capital expended. This is
matter for very great congratulation. I,
for one, did not expect to see the scheme
a paymng proposition so soon. I think
great care was taken in the appointinent
of the gentlemen to manage the concern :

the results for the first year have proved
this. T believe the board is entirely
composeﬂ of coastal representatives. A
large lz_; ion of the goods brought
into the harbour is sent to the gold.
fields; therefore I think the mining and
commercial interests on the goldfields

should have a representative on the .

board. I trust that at no distant date
the goldfields will secure that representa-
tion. The Speech refers to our railways,

and states that under the new system of |

management the railways have not only
paid 4 per cent.onthecapitalcost, but have

Moyer's Speech.

algo provided £70,000 to be applied
depreciation. I am nol altogether

accord with what is stated in the §

in conmection with the railways. I a
not one of those who believes that tl
railways are worked on a commerci
basis. I think rather that they a
| worked as monopolies are very oft
worked. The railways are used as
second custom-house, to fux a certa
section of the community so as to gi
concessions to another section. I wou
like to give an imstance of how I thit
this is donme. We have all heal

This was pro- | about the differential railway rate

how grain, flour, pollard, chaff, ar
other agricultural products are carried :
a different rate when travelling towanr
Perth from that charged when the pr
duce is being carried inland or towar
the goldfields. The rate for chaff fro
Perth to Kalgoorlie is 34s. 3d. per to
but if the chaff were grown at Kalgoorl
and sent to Perth, the rate charged wou
be 28s. 7d. per ton. The difference is §
8d. per ton, or 20 per cent. I ask men
bers whether they consider it fair th
there should be a differential railway ra

way : the Perth merchant can buy cha
along the Great Southern Railway lis
and can bave it carried to Parth at a r
duced rate; but if the Kalgoorlie me
chant buys chaff ulong the Great Souther
line, so long as it is carried towar(
Perth the lower rate is charged, but ¢
soon as the produce reaches Spencer
Brook and is sent towards Ealgoorlie tl
higher rate is enforced. Thi¢ 188 que
tion that most people living on the cow
have not considered. If the coastal peop
knew what the differentisl rate meunt |
the goldfields they would be in favour «
amendment. Most of the commoditis
usged on the goldfields are carried at ver
high rates. For instance, gulvaniad co:
rugated iron, which is used so largely o
the goldfields for building residenti
places —it is used by every man, both poc
and rich—is carried by rail at the eno
mous rate of £5 per ton. The Commi
sioner of Railways will tell members the
five tons of corrugated irom cwun L
got into one truck, which weans a retur
of £25 per truck from Fremantle to th
goldficlds. A very handsome profit :
made out of that. The rate iro
bedsteads is nearly £7 per ton, which i
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another heavy item. Five tons can be
carried in one truck, which will bring in
a revenue of £35 for the haulage from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. Only within
the last few weeks the Commissioner has
raiged the rate for cane furniture by
something like 700 per cent. The Rail-
wuy Department had been in the habit
of carrying chairs for 8d. from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie, but the charge has been
raised to 5s. 6d., which is a difference of
something like 700 per cent. The Com.
missioner will give as a reason for this
that five tons of furniture, and goods of
a delicate nature, cannot be got into one
truck ; consequently a higher rate has to
be charged to make it pay. This is not
treating the railways as a commercial
undertaking. A commercial man would
certainly not treat his customers in that
wag: he would adopt a system of give
and take, which might well be done by
the Railway Commissioner. I do not
think it is the new system under which
the railways are being run that accounts
for the large earnings during the last
year, but owing to thbe vitality of the
country the Commissioner has been able
to charge high und exorbitant rates
1o the goldfields. I now come to the
mining industry, which is referred to
in the Speech. There is no doubt that
our mining industry is holding its own
at present. The output this year—
I am predicting a Nttle bit-—will I
think be fully eight millions sterling,
which will compare favourably with
the output for the'last year. There has
been a decided increase in the dividends
paid, which has been brought about by a
decrease in the cost of treating the ore by
more scientific means, There can be no
nestion that our mineral industry is un-
hke our agricultural industry in one re-
respect, that every ounce of gold taken out
of the ground shortens the life of a mine,
whereas agricultural country will grow a
crop, and the owner can then fallow it or

ut some fertiliser in the ground so that
it will bring forth as good a crop the
next year. We must always be on the
alert to wake fresh discoveries if we
are to keep up the ontput of gold.
For that reason I think that any Govern-
nent must encourage the prospector—the
backbone and the last resort of the
mining industyy. Asa necessary adjunet
to that industry, he should be retained in
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the country and should receive every
consideration; because sooner or later his
services will be absolutely essential to the
indusiry’s prosperity. One of the best
methods of encouraging the prospector is
to give bim a good water supply in the
back blocks, so that he may have a base
to start from and to fall back on; and I
shall strongly advocate not only the
sinking of we{ls throughout cur mineral
districts, but the provision of dums and
any olher practicable menns of conserving
water. Moreover, the prospector is greatly
assisted. by the extension of our lines of
railway. It is pleasing o state that in
this respect the present Government have
not been unmindful of the goldfields,
The railway to ILaverton and Mount
Morgans will soon be taken over by the
Government; and personally I should
like to see a farther extension of such
goldfields railways. Another mode of
helping the prospector is to grant him a
loan on the security of his lease and
machinery, when he has located a claim
and is prepared to do a certain amount of
worl to prove it. Oftea when he gets down
to water-level his funds are exhausted. and
he has to abandon the elaim. Again, the
prospector should have liberal labour
conditions, and the State battery system
should be considerably axtendefi. T an:
quite prepared to give credit to the
Government for their public battery
administration. I bhave here a few
figures contrasting the quantity of ore
treated by our State batteries in 1901
with that treated in 1904 till the end of
June. In 1901, 49,467 tons were treated,
and in 1901, 190,000 tons. The output
of the S:ate batteries for 1901 was
57,3440z8., and for 1904 226,3530zs.
The value of that output in 1901 was
£217,888, while in 1904 it reached the
enormous total of £848,619. This will
give people who bave not visited the
goldfields an idea of how great a boon
our Stute batteries have heen to our
rospectors. Probably the large sum of
£848,619 would not have been won had
not the Government come to the assist-
ance of the prospector and small claim-
holder in the back blocks. The Speech
forecasts Bills to be introduced con-
ditionally on the Government having o
sufficient majority in the Lower House.
One of the first is the Constitution Act
Amendment Bill, specially intended to
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broaden the Legislative Council franchise.
A similar Bill was, I believe, introduced
lost session and rejected by this House;
and should the proposed measure be
brought in, I am prepared to give it con-
siderable support. I believe the Upper
House fmnclilise should be broadened;
that bousebolders thronghout the country
should be brought into more direct con-
tact with this Chamber. 1 cannot say
I am at present in accord with the pro-
posed amendment of the liquor laws.
Few details are given; and I did not
agree with what I understood to be the
Premier's views expressed on the hustings.
Io my opinion this matter will need
serious consideration before we can pledge
ourselves to either side. I am quite in
accord with the proposal to tax large
estates with the object of bursting them
up; for I think the time has arrived
when such estates, which have been held
so long by absentees, should Dbe split up
among people who will be prepared to
utilise themn.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: Which are the
large estates ?

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE : I am relying
on the authority of the Premier, who
mentioned them in his speeches. It is
rather surprising thut we ore not pro-
mised any amendment of the Electoral
Act. Surely there are few members of
either House who will not condemn the
Act in respect of postal voting. Beyond
doubt the privilege of postal voting was
considerably abused during the recent
elections ; and I trust that some effective
amendment will be brought in by the

Glovernment or by some private member. |
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I regret that the Speech does not mention .

any new railways. I am one of those
who believe that our surplus revenue
should be used to assist the natural in-
dustries of the State; and one of the best
means of assisting them is by building
rallways. 3Tuch money has been spent
in Western Australia on ornamental and
useless works; and I think the time has
arrived when these should be stopped
and the surplus revenue hetter employed.

I am very proud of the honour conferred ,

on me by asking me to move the adoption
of the Address-in-reply, more particu-
larly as I do so in these new buildings.
Certainly it will be highly gratifying to
me to referat any time to the fact that I
was the first member of Parliament to

Seconder's Speech.

make a speech in this new Council
Chamber on such a unique occasion. I
may say that had I been in Parliament
when the erection of these palatial build-
ings was authorised, I certainly should
not have voted for expending so large a
sum on such a project; because I believe
that in the old ]gouses the accommodation
was sufficient for muany years to come.
As T have now taken up sufficient time,
I shall conclude by moving the adoption
(Greneral ap-
plause.)

Hon. W. OATS (South): It is with
great pleasure that I second the adoption
of the Address-in-reply so ably moved
by the last speaker. We see a number
of ladies here, and I understand there is
to be a function, so I will cut short my
speech. I do not usually make a long
speech ; and I shall now be very brief, in
view of the time that has already been
occupied and of the fact that the ladies
are waiting for a social gathering.
Anyone who compares present conditions
in Western Australia with the con-
ditions of 16 or 17 years ago must
acknowledge the progress made by this
great country. And what has effected
that progress? That little word * gold ":
there i1s no getling away from that. And
I as a mining man say that gold-mining
ig in its infuncy. We are always justi-
fied in promoting the exploration of this
great country for the precious metals, of
which we have an almost inexhaustible
atore. The discovery of gold was the
forerunner of this country’s success.
Other evidences of wealth have followed.
The cultivation of the land—our greatest
agset-—must in future take its proper
position ; and that must be achieved by
means of gold. It has been truly said
that every ounce of gold taken out of the
gronnd makes our gold deposits one
ounce the less. That is true; but the
gold won will help to build up this
country and to make it what it ought to
be. I much regret that in this State we
have so many unemployed. We all
remember the time, not so far distant,
when everyone, whatever his calling,
could get a well-paid job; and 1 regret
the existing depression, which 1 fear will
becomne more serious. The only remedy
is to foster the industries we huve. Do
not centralise people. Send them into
the buck country, and let them dig as



