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to the Federal authorities, and when the hon.
member has read that let me ask him what is
left for the Parliament of Western Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Take the Parliament
of Western Australia in 1900 and compare it
with that of 1918,

Mr. MONEY: The Aet to which I refer
will show the hon, member those things which
have been transferred to the Federal Goveru-
ment,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have not sat here
quietly if you have at Bunbury.

Mr. MONEY: The legislative cnactments
in Western Australia have decrcased very
considerably indeed. Had there been a little
more work to do in the House during the past
two or three years we might have avoided
those scenes which have been so deplorable,
It is to the want of serious work that these
scenes, which have been so much deplored by
the people of Western Australia, may prob-
ably be attributed.

The Minister for Works: Let the past be
buried.

Mr. MONEY: I have heen looking in vain
for suggestions for economies. With the ad-
vent of IFederation I feel that our ecost of
administration has wvery considerably in-
ereased. To-day we have to bear our share
of the cost of the Federal Statistical Depart-
ment as well as that of our own Statistical
Department. We have to bear our share of the
cost of the TPederal Electoral Department in
addition to bearing the cost of our own State
Electoral Department. We have to bear the
cost of a Federal Taxation Department in our
midst, as well as bear the cost of onr State
Taxation Department, We have to bear the
eost of the TFederal Savings Bank in addi-
tion to the cost of our own State Savings
Bank., The time has arrived when some
effort should be made to do away with those
dual departments. One taxation department
should serve the purposes of both State and
Commonwealth, and similarly one statistical
department and one electoral department. T
ace from this morning’s newspaper that steps
are being taken in Victoria to amalgamate
the two electoral departiments in that State.
¥ am now endeavouring to point out certain
matters which seem to have escaped mem-
bers whe have already spoken on the Ad-
dresg-in-reply, and if I can offer suggestions
which will belp in any way, I will not say
to get us out of our financial Qdifficulties,
because that will take a Jong time, but help
even a little towards that end, I think it my
duty to give those suggestions to the Treas-
urer.

_Hon. P. Collier: Make any suggestions you
like, but for Heaven’s sake make no attack
upon this institution,

Mr. MONEY: We shall be jonly doing
right if we occasionilly investigate the posi-
tion of Parliament itself. If we are sincere
to the people of Western Australia we shall
not refrain from investigating the cost of
every department of the State of Western
Australia. It must be admitted that Parlia.
ment represents the most important depart-
men{ of the State, and it is only due to it
that thorough attention should be paid to it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Unless we adopt this course, how can we
practise economy in every other department,
leaving our own alone? From what I have
seen I am satisfied that hon. members, al-
though they have indnlged in a cousiderable
amount of criticism, have only one interest,
and that is the advancement of Western
Australin and the benefit of its people. 1
was glad to hear that an invitation had
been cxtended by the Premier to our friends
on the Opposition benches to join hands in
the government of Western Australin, to as-
sist in the clection of a Ministry to conduct
the affairs of State.

Hon. W. ¢, Apgwin: That is not correet.

Mr. MONEY: That invitation, I under-
stand, was extended before the goneral elec-
tion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is not so.

Mr. MONEY: I for my part hope sm-
gerely that the same invitation may he ex-
tended again after the cleection.

Hon. P, Collicr: Ts that offer still open,
Mr. Premicr?

Mr. MONEY: I am satisfied that if our
Government are really and truly national,
their administration will not he that of a
scetion of the people but that of the whele
of the people. Qur condition to-day is suca
as to need the united help of all parties in
this House, in order to impraove matters, in-
stcad of continning the present drift. 1 feel
that to a certain extent my presence in this
Chamber is due to the fact that my con-
stituents considered that it would be better,
even if the National party rcturncd to power
after the election, that the whole of the
Ministry should be rc-elected.

Alr., Holman: Has not that bheen done?

Mr. MONEY: It was considered that gen-
tiemen should he appointed to Ministerial
positions for their qualifictaions, and for no
othier consideration whatever. T wonld pre-
fer the Premier’s invitation to be extended
once more. Exceptional circumstances re-
quire cxeeptional remedics, and there is no
doubt that to-day our circwmstances wre
most exceptional. Radical wrongs require
radical remedies, and thercfure I hope that
in the future there may be united action in
this House for two purposcs—the increasing
of our wealth by production and by the sce-
ondary industries, and alse cconomy in every
possible direction, so that our industries may
not be hampered by exeessive burdens but
may be fostered in every wayv possible in or-
der to improve our pesition,

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [9.37]: I intend
to follow the example set by the leader of the
Opposition, and not delay the business of the
Tlouse by speaking at undue length. [ am
very glad the hon. gentleman has set that ex-
ample for the benefit of new 'members. There
is only one subject to which T desire to refer
particularly on the Address-iin-reply; and T
somewhat regret, althongh in another way T
am pleased, that it has been mentioned by the
member for Bunbury (Mr. Money). T recol-
leet well that a few days after the result of
the recent State clertions were known, the
member for Boulder {TMon. P. Collier) gave an
interview to the Press, which appeared in the
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‘“West Australian’’ of the Znd October and
coutained the following pussapge: —

S0 far as the Oficial Labour ety was
concerned, there wins no intention of playing
the party pgame; all possible assistance
would be given to the Governmeut in the
diflicnlt and trying times ahend,

Hen. P. Collier: [ have lived up to that so
far.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so.

Mr. Munsie; 1 will engage that the leader
of the Opposition did not say exactly that.
He would not sayv ‘‘Official Labour party.’

Mr. DAVIES: 1fe may have said ‘‘The
lLabuur party. ™’

My, Mungie: Yes; that is right.

Mr. DAVIES: Every advantage shoukl be
tuken of that promise of the leader of the
Opposition, and | mnst express my surprise
that ou the mecting of the Nationusl party no
invitation was extended to the Opposition to
Join hamnds with those returned at the last elec.
tion to carry on the nffairs of the country. f
think that, throughout Australin—and this is
notable in the FPederal arena also—there is an
idea of coming together for the purpose of
carrying on the affairs of Australia, The
differences between the parties in this Ifousc
do not scem so great that a conference of the
healds might not lead to the formulation of
some seheme for the elimination of party dif-
ferences existing to-day. No man was more
surprised than myself during the debate on
the Wheat Marketing Bill. T received the
shock of my life when some hon, members
sitting in Opposition to-duy rose in the in-
terests of what 1T term big business in this
State. I do aot kwow whether it is owing to
my lack of knewledyge—I am here ta learn-—-
but from the discussion which took place on
. the Wheat Muarketing Bill it appeared to me
that ecertam hon. members opposite were
primed by those agents who had lost the wheat
handling  business throngh the operations of
the Westralian Farmers Ltd,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are wrang. No-
body spoke to me on the subject.

Alr. Holman: You onght to be in the game
yourself: then yon wonli know differently,

AMr. DAVIES: Tt had that appraranee to
a new member,

Hon. P. Collier:
facts.

Mr., DAVIES: By whom!

Hon. P. Collier: That does not matter.
point is that we bhad the facts.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They were published
in the Press.

Mr. DAVIES: ‘Ta-night we bave had a
member on this side of the FHouse agsnming an
attitude exactly similar to that adopted by the
Opposition on the previous oceasion.  That
being so, what reason is there for the Onposi-
tion opposing the present Goevermment? T
think it would not be ouwt of order if the Pre-
mier made an offer to the leader of the Op-
position to confer and sce whether the Oppo-
sition eannot aceept some part of the responsi-
hitity of conducting the affairs of this State
for the next three years.

Mr. Green: You know the basis of the
movement: von know it will never come to
anvthing,

We were primed with the
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Mr. DAVIES: T am glad to get that admis-
sion tfrom the member ftor Kalgoorlie (Mr.
tireen), though it is really a fatal admission
for any member recently elected to make. My
kuuwledge of that fact enables me to ap-
preciate the difficulties confronting the leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. Green: That is my attitude.

Mr. DAVIES: It is not the attitude of the
bon. member at all. It is the attitude be is
bound to take unless he, and every man sitting
with him, is prepared to abandon party tac-
ties to-day. I trust that the invitation to which
1 have alladed will be extended to the leader
of the Opposition, if it has not already been
extended to him. There are one or two other
matters I desire to touch on. First, let me
offer 1y congratulations to the railway men
of this State on the increases granted them by
the Arbitration Court award. Undoubtedly
arbitration in this State is on its trial at the
present junéture.

({en. P. Collier: And it has proved a failure,

NMr. DAVIES; No; I do not believe that,
though I understand i judge has said so,

{lon. W. C. Angwin: The judge does not

know what he is talking about. believe in
Somerville.,

Mr., DAVIES: I congratulate the railway
men now bhecause sgome criticizm has been

levelled at them. At the same time I wish o
draw the attention of the Minister for Rail-
wiays to the faet that, notwithstanding this
Arbitration Court award, there are to-day in
the railway service men working below the
poverty line. These men have not had an op-
portunity of placing their case before the
Arbitratioen Court. The wenions who appeared
Lbefore the conrt do not cover the entire rail-
Wity service,

Mr, Lambert: Will you withdraw your sup-
port from the Covernment until they give the
railway men a fair dealf

Mr. DAVIES: T am giving the Government
my support in order that I may help to get
the railwaymen a fair deal. There are to-day
in the railway service salaried men in receipt
of less.than £156 per annum, and soms of them
are married men. When Mr. Frank Wilson
gave the railway men the war bonus, which
brought up the minimum wage of the married
man to 10s. per day, why was not some appeal
made on Lehalf of railway servants in receipt
of annual salaries of £140, £145, and £150%

Mr. O’l.oghlen: ‘What about the men in
the timber industry with nine and ten child-
ren and earning 9s. 7d. per day?

Mr. DAVIES: Tf the c¢ourt rules that 9s. 7d.
should he the basic wage, must it not be
arcepted that no man in Government employ
shoulil receive less?

Mr, O’Loghlen: Those Eimber men are in
intermittent employment.

Mr. DAVIFS: I would make the Arbitra-
tion Court available to every man in the State,
whether on salary or on wages,

Member: Wonld you remove the judge from
the Avrbitration Court and appoint a better
rnualifiel man?

Mr. DAVIES: T will not express an opinion
on that matter. The Minister for Railways
shanld extend every consideration to the ability
there is in the Railway Department. We can-
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not expeet men to give the hest service to the
Uiovernment unless they are cncouraged. 1t
bas come to me on the best authority that
there are men in charge of stations with a
turnover of £30,000 or £40,000 per year who
are being paid annual salaries of £160. If
that is so, it is time the responsible Miuister
tock heed of those things and rectified them.
The repatriation of our returned soldiers and
sailors is u very big matter, and it will re-
guire all the atfention we can give it from
hoth sides ot the House so as to complete a
scheme which will be satisfactory to the men
who have gone to fight for ns and have left
their wives and children behind, T am glad to
know that the Government have not east iron
rules with regard to repatrintion, because |
helieve that as time goes ou we will find we
shall have to change our methods. Aen who
have left their homes in tho country have
brought their families to the City, and then
gone to the front. Those people have had a
taste of hack eonutry life, and is it likely that
they will aceept any proposal to send ihem
back again? 1 belicve there is land available
in and aromnd Perth, say within o «diztanse
of 20 or 30 miles from the metropolis, which
couldl repatriate thousands of men. But it
will require money to do that, and T do not
want to be regarded as in any way parechial
when I say that the attention of the Govern-
ment might well be turned towardy the Goild-
ford eleetorate and the distriets surrounding
it. T do not think it is right to send men 20
miles from a railway line and 200 or 300 miles
from the capital. Advantage should he taken
of the offers made to-day by some of our lead-
ing men. If onr moneyed men in this State
prove themsclves as mood as the aristocrats
in England, T shall be prepared to turn round
and tell them that they are thoroughbreds.
I helieve there are many men in this State
who, if approached, would he prepared to o
swhat is possible for the repatriation of our
soldiers by vy ap their estates so that the
soldiers might he settled on the land. Tt is
all very well for hon. members to laugh, Imt
T would remind them that all men are not bad.
We might flnd bad employers, bnt T can speak
from experience as a unton secretary and de-
clare that I have found employers who have
been gentlemen. True, there are others who
are hrotes, but tlie same thing will bhe fonnd
on the side of the employees. Men will he
foand who are prepared to give an employer
a fair deal, and we ean also find men who will
{ake 10s oul of an industry and will not put 4s.
hack into it. Because some moneyed men are
had, it does not follow that all are had. With
regard to the State enterprises, it may surprise
the House to know that so far as the hrick-
making industry is concerned, the Minister for
Warks has asked me to eanfer with him on
the sobject of the men employed in it.

Hon, W. €. Augwin: T supnoese you know 1
once asked vouw to confer with me when the
men at the hrickwarks oleared out.

Mr. DAVIES: That is abselutely wrong,
and T am just the man who ean put the how.
member right on that subject.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: They cleared out from
the works,

Mr. DAVIER: Nothmg of the kind.

[ASSEMRBLY.] o )

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: They did.

Mr, DAVIES: | was sceretary of the union,
and 1 kuow that those men did not clear out.
It was alleged in the ¢olumns of the ** Worker ™
that the hon. wember said at Kalgoorlie that
those men had put on their coats because they
were not given an increase in wages.

Hon. W. €. Apgwin: They asked for an in-
crease over the Arbitration award.

My, DAVIES: [ rang up Mp. Munt, the
Under Secretary, and asked him if there was
any truth in that statement. He roplied thut
le could not say, but so far as the department
were concerned it could De taken that those
men fid not po out berause an invrease over
fhe Arbitration rate wag not given to them.
I then wrote and asked if that was the case
why the stafl’ were kept inticet, were put on
a train and sent to another job.

Hon, W. . Angwin: That was not fhe
reasgon for closing down.  The men clenved
out and the munnger had to train a new lot
of men.

AMe. DAVIES: That is wrong.

ITon. W, C. Angwin: 1t is guite correet.

AMre, DAVIES: Bo far as the workers in
State enterprises are concerned they nre not
g0 well off as those wiwp work for private
enterprise.  What is the veason? When we
applied to the Avbitration Court for an in-
crease for those men, mmounting in the ag-
grogate to 2& 6d. per thousand brieks, Mr,
Daglish’s figures were 28. T1d.,, the brick
wasters werg 3s. 6d,, and mine s, Gl
urged that we should split the difference.
The men’s elaim was for 1s. 2d. per day, or
2d. un hour, and the reply was that the hriek
works could not afford to pay it. A stafe-
ment was published oun behalf of the State
brickworks that bricks eould he produced
at 23s. per thousand. .

flon. W. €, Angwin: They were produced
at 22a Gd. per thousand,

Mr, DAVIES: Six months before we went
to the Arbitration Court bricks were selling
in this State at £2 10s. per thousand, and
they were all first class, because bhricks were
in great demand. Prior to that, there were
first and sececond cluss bricks and elinkers,
We appealed to the court on behalf of the
men, whose wages had not bheen inereaged
sinece 1911, but the increanse was not given
owing to the price al which the State was
selling hricks.  To-day bricks are being sold
at 36s. per thousand,

The Minister for Works: Second class.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And for first ¢lass
hrieks 43s8. to iNs.

The Minister for Works: Forty-five shil-
lings and  1hs,

Mr. DAVIES: Where is that, at the kiln?

The Alinister for Works: At the station.

Mr. AVIES: | i talking about at the
kiln. T all the State industries are ecar-
riel out on sueh lines, the men will say,
““Do not give us any  more State enter-
prises, '’ Thay will call it State eapitalism.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That does not get
away from the faet that the men cleared nnt,

Alr, AVTES: 1 will sool the men on ta
vou.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Never mind, they
eleared out and left the jobh.
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Me DAVIES: T zm prepared fo give State
caterprises a fair deal. but if they are going
to compete with ontside employers with big
businesses, do not Jet it be at the expense
of the men working in the industries.

Mr. Lambert: Are von in favour of pellingz
the State enterprises!

Mr. DAVIES: T am not.

Mr. Green: The Government are.

Mr. DAVIES: It does not matter, The
pelicy of the Government rfan be what it
likes, and it docs not matter what my view
would be on the floor of the Tlouse. We
have been elected as  Nationnlistg, and ue
have fhe right of free Usenssion in Parlin
menf, Hon. members have had an exsunple
lllI !t

Mr. Holman: You adid not have a3 voelee in
the election of the Ministvy,

Mre. DAVIES: 1 am sarprised that when
Parfinment wns re-cdected Mimisters did not
offer themselves for re-election, 1 thought
thit before the IHouse miet all the Ministers
would have submitted thenselves for re-eles-
tion.

.\‘fr. el Yon were afraid to tiake
avtion,
Mr. DAVIES: The hon, wmomber does not

expeet 2 man who has
for five or ten minntes to take the initia-
five. [ am waiting for gnidance, Tt is gall
to me to refer to the member for Boulder as
the leader of the Opposition. Opposition to

been in the House

what? To try and put this conntry on its
loga?
Mr, Green: You know hetter than that.
Alv. DAVIES: [ sincerely hope that an

offort will be made in this House to hring
parties together, just a8 is being dowve 10 the
Federal Parliameat. The leader of the Op-
position stated that so far as the party bhe-
hind him were concerned they would give
the Government a fair Jdeal. If that is the
case I will ask the Government, and partien-
larly the Premier, to extend to the lender of
the Opposition an invitation to confer with
them with o view of at Ieast one membar of
the Opposition taking part in the govern-
ment of the State. Are hon. members op-
posite prepared to consider that if the offer
is made?

Mr. O’Loghlen: Way there any pariy in
connection with the election of the (hairman
of (Committees,

Mr. DAVIES: T eannot tell the hon. mom-
ber, but I will tell him that I was asked
where T was on the night the member for
Wagin was elected Chairman of Comnittees,
I was mssing on that night hecause | was
taking part at a conseription meeting, the
first that was inaugurated in this State. No
ane was more sarprised than T was when |
read of the appointment of the member for
Wagin. T do not know that T need say
anything else. T did infend to speak on
other subjects, and take advantage of the
opporfunity on the Address-in-reply to refor
to a number of matters, but { am following
the eommendable cxample set by the leader
of the Opposition by cutting short my re-
marks.

The PREMIER (fMon. H. R. Lefrov —
Muore) [10.10): T cannot allow the debate to

ciose  without replying to some  eritiviving
from hon, membeis on this vide. 1t is useal
to reply tu eritiviuns from wewhers of the
Opposition, but hen. members opposite have
been good eunough to congider that this is
not a time to indulge in wnnocessary debate,
when there are su many mutters of graver
importanee to be considered.  Hon. members
are awure that they will bave full vppor-
tunity for discussion when the Estimates
come town, and L uwwlerstand that llIEIl}hETS
opposite consider that on the return of the
Treasurer frow the bMagtern States a dif-
ferent vomplexion might possilsly be put on
eortiin guestious to be bronght before the
[Lonse,  Whilst complimenting hon, members
appusite, | eanuat ewmuplinent some of  wy
(rictds on this side in respeet of the eriti-
cimmg they bave levelled againgt the Govern-
ment. The member Tor Perth (M Dilking:
ten), in gpenking o the  Address-inoreply,
alurost Ted one to suppose that ke bad o briet
for sune particwlnr section of the comwunity,
Moemhers on the  Preusury beneh lzve o
hriet tur any pavticwlar section. They huave
hut ane brief, namely, & brief for Western
Anstralia as @ whoele, a hiriel to endeavour te
alvinee the State, to {reat all views of hon
inewhers with tolevmnee and to coosider, nol
one c¢liss of the vommunity, but all elasse:
as o whaole.

Mr, Ilolman. It sounds very nice, hnt you
do not lo it

The PREMIER; One might suppose thal
certain members were retnrned to the Jiouse
not 1o support the interests of the community
as a0 wiwle, bul to sopport merely the anter
csls of some gpe seetion, At this time, whet
the naltow is at wor, when the Empire is i
the thees of the sreatest rontiet the worl
s ever seen, when in consrquence we mighl
have thought that matters of nacienal mo
ment waull be considered rather than tin
grievances of cortiain sections of the com
munity, we have had brought  before w
grievances whirh savour, not of the interest:
af the State, but merely of the interests o
one particelar section, [ would like to den
first with the member For Perth, who con
finel hix remarks prineipally fo the question
of finance. FEvery one agrees with the hon
ieewher that the most Jdifficelt position wi
have to deal with at prescnt, not merely i
Western Australia, bnt thronzhout the whol
of Austrolta and indeed  of  the  Britisl
Dominiens, is the question of finapce, Whae
hundreds of millions of pounds are  heiny
spent in the mannfacture of war material
and the proseeition of the war in Eorope an
clsewwhere, it is only natural to experct tha
States which are not directly engaged in tha
war, or whirh I might say {ave the differen
industries of their peoples to keep moving
should feel the financial stringency. We ar
charged with the existing deficit. Does th
member for Perth believe it is possible t
redure ihiot deficit to any material extent a
present withont npsetting the whole machi
nery ol State, without placing uns in such |
psitinn that, when the war is ended, instea
of our being ready to go ahead and cope wit
the diffienlties we shall bave to rontend witl
we shall find the industries of the countr



