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high as 50. Experienced teachers contend
that if the best results are to he obtained
the maximum number in a class should not
exceed 30. I did not see in the McNair report
any reference to the size of classes, but I
understand that in other parts of the world
the classes are much less than 50. They are
somewhere abhout 25 or 30. After giving
serions thought to this matter I have come
to the conclusion that when a class exceeds
more than 30 pupils, it puts a severe strain
on the tencher. These are two phases of
our educational system which are worthy of
notice and which, I daresay, will receive
the sympathetic eonsideration of the Govern-
ment. There is also the question of raising
the school age. During the last session we
passed a measure agreeing to raisc the leav-
ing age to 15,

I know that certain reforms which all mean
inereased expenditure in our cduncational
system are appreciated by the Government.
For instance, if we put into operation the
law allowing the inereased leaving age, it
would in itsclf, cost a lot of money simply
to provide further accommodation. But the
State should not have to bear the whole of
that expenditure. [ understand that nego-
tiations with the Commonwealth suggest it
should assist finaneially and that there is
much need for reform. I think the Com-
monwealth shonld assist. Again, we wonld
experiende diffienlty in conneetion with man-
power and with the nceessary materials in
the early post-war years. But it is imper-
ative that these matters should receive a
very high priority so that men, money and
nmiaterials will be available for their imple-
mentation. The immediate requirements of
our eduneational system might be summed
up in this way: More and hetter equip-
ped schools; more teachers and a minimum
training course of three years; classes not
to exceed 30 scholars; and the exiension of
the excellent system of university grants to
students introduced by the Commonwealth,

One other matter to which 1 wish Lo refer
before resuming my seat, and which was
mentioned in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech,
is the umification of railway gauges. We
are informed by the Specch that information
is being obtained in regard to the unification
of railway gauges. We have been hearing
of the unification of railway gauges for 40
years. There was never a session of the
Commonwealth Parliament when I was a
member that the question did not arise. We

147

had untold information about it. We had
rveporte ad lib. from highly qualified engin-
eers, not only in regard to the necessity
for a uniform railway gauge but also as to
the size of the gauge. If ever a doubt
existed in our minds as to the necessity tor
this, then the present war has disposed of
it. This is one of the public works crying
out for implementation, and I sincerely hope
thut very early in the post-war period it
will be taken in hand and that we, in Aus-
tralia, will be able to travel from Wiluna
to the northern parts of Queensland without
the difficultics arising because of breaks of
zauge, That is all I have to say on the
Address-in-veply. I express the hope thatl.
before long the war in which we are en-
gaged will have come to a victorious elnse.

MR, OWEN (Swan): As a newly clected
member it was with some irepidation that
I looked forward to the oceasion of my first
speech in this House. However, having mot
the members and listened to their delibern-
tions over the past week or so I find that
they, and even the Ministers, are only human
after all. I wish to record my appreciation
of the kindly advice and encouragement
that has been given me from all quarters
of this House. I was pleased to be associ-
ated with this Chamber in conveying to tha
relatives of the late Mr, R. 8. Sampson our
sympathy. You, Mr. Speaker, knew Mr,
Sumpson as a member of this Assembly. I
knew him as our representative for Swan.
Because of his ability to know all that was
going on, aml te keep in touch with even
the minor details of his olectorate he was
weleome in every section of the district, T
ferl sure that he has set a very high standard
for me to follow, It remains for me to prove
whethor T ean be as good as he was,

The news from the war fronts is very
encouraging. After five vears of war the
United Nations have at last got the enemy
on the run, Although vietory may not lie
in sight, it does appear to be just around the
corner and we ean look forward with con-
fidence to the outcome of the war. When
victory is achieved and the boys and girls
of the Services veturn home, we must sce
that the lessons of the war are nat forzatten.
One cutstanding matter is that in order to
make our continent safe we must develop it
more thoroughly. To make it secure from
agreession we nust have more population.
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I think there is a lot in the old saying,
“Populate or perish.” In view of this I
suggest that we adopt the slogan of “Pro-
gress and populate.” If we adopt a progress-
ive policy and our industries are progressive
we need not worry ahout indueing migrants
fu our shores; they will come of their own
accord, and once the flow starts it is likely
(v inerease beeanse nothing suceceds like
sneeess, and industry builds on industry.

A classie example of this is to be found
in the rapid expansion of our goldmining
industry some 40 years ago. In the hope of
making money, people flocked here from all
parts of the world, and in eonsequence our
other industries benefited from the expan-
sion of the goldmining industry. Agriecul-
ture, partienlarly fruitgrowing, received
quite an impetus as a result of this expan-
sion. It also made possible that great feak
of engineering, the goldfieids water suppiy,
which, in its turn, bas done much to stabilise
the water supply of our castern wheat belt,
and made it possible to earry a larger num-
her of stoek than could otherwise have been
done. Because of these suceesses we should
have eonfidence in the future and, by adopt-
ing a bold policy of expansion, we can de-
velop our State far beyond what it is at
present, Whatover the outcome of the Re-
ferendum on the 19th of this month, it must
he expeeted that the Commonwealth Govern-
went, because it holds all ehief avenues of
taxation, must assist in financing any sound
seheme of rehabilitation, or industrial ex-
pansion,

In this Siate. as a direet consequence of
the war, many industries have languished.
We have a lot of leeway to make up. As a
result, the manufacturing, mining, building
and timber industries will have a big call on
our manpower after the war. 1f we are to
achieve o balaneed ceonomy it is only right
that these industries should be developed to
their fullest possible extent but, beeause the
sonrce of real wealth is in the land and be-
cause we have so much land snitable for
development, the agricullural industries must
receive attention. Throughout Western Aus-
tralia we have large areas of developed and
partially developed land, and also much un-
developed land. T feel sure that the Minister
Yor Lands has alveady in mind the diveclion
that any land settlement seheme shonld take.
Baf beeause I know the possibilifies, or per-
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haps I should say the capabilities, of mak
ing a good living Tfrom a comparatively smal
area of land I would commend to hix con
sideration the suggestion that some of th
well-watered and fertile gullies whieh tra
verse many of our forest lands shounld b
apened for land settlement.

There seems Lo be an aceepted theory her
that land setflement and forest roserves ar
poles apart. That is somewhat similar to th
feeling in America in its wild west day
when the open range ranchers were per
turbed at the inroads of the so-ealled nester
or sod-busters. 1 cannot see why, unde
proper direction, these things should not g
hand-in-hand. Many of these well-watere:
gullies, when developed, make idea) orchar
and gavden lands. They ave usually timberes
with black butt and red gum in association
with swamp banksia, paper bark and ti-tre
serub, and grow very little, if any, good jar
rah. Their alienation would not in any wa;
reduce the effcctive arcas of forest land
If those areas were settled and developec
they would provide ready-made firebreak
and the roads lending to and from the settle
ments wounld also make firebrenks, The set
tlers would be in a pcsition to afford valuabli
assistance in quelling forest fires, snd woulc
also provide a reservoir of labour for part
time and seasonal forestry work. I ventur
to say that in this way and within 2 range of
50 or 60 wiles of Perth, hundreds of scttler:
could be established to the mutual benefit o!
all concerned.

Before any new large-scale land settle
ment is launched we should at least maki
sure of our present settlers and see tha!
they are put on a sound and secuve foot
ing. 8o, in order to safeguard our preseni
and future settlement, an inlensive pro
gramme of agricultural research should be
undertaken. The praetical experience gath.
ered during the lifetime of the State
coupled with the capabilities of modern
research, should do much to ensure that nc
futvre land settlement is doomed to fail
ure. Other phases of industry and the
marketing and distribution of our produets
should also be greatly developed by mod-
crn research. We should endeavonr to gel
the ntmost oul of all our industries,

The wember for Claremont. speaking of
soil fertility vesterday, questioned whether
snperphosplhate was not taking everything
ont of the soil and giving nothing hack. 1
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agree that superphosphate, used indiserim-
inately and without recourse to proper
farming methods, does tend to have that
cfleet, bui with proper methods it can and
does actually build up the fertility of the
soil. Progressive farmers, particularly in
orchards, adopt the practice of green man-
uring. A green manure ero)) may eonsist
of lupins, tick beans or peas planted oand
grown with the intention of ploughing it
in. When the green manure ervop deeom-
poses it returns to the soil all the minerals
taken from it plus a large quantity of
humus, together with the nitrogen it has
extracted from the air. The green manure,
when votted down is quite equal to stable
manure, In faet, the excreta of animals
does not add to the soil all of the mineral
value of the foodstuff consumed, hecanse
the animal makes use of certain minerals
and proteins and therefore these consti-
fuents are not returned Lo the soil in the
form of manure. Tn the drier areas it
would he impossible to grow large quanti-
ties of green manure erops, but by a sys-
tem of erop rvotation it is posible to build
up the fertility of the s=o0il. In former
days the practice was wheat crop, burn
stubble and re-crop amnually. The fertil-
ity and soil structure were destroyed and
that in turn permitted of soil erosion. But
this is not the general practice today.

My, North: Then T gather that farmers
are improving the soil?

Mr. OWEN: Yes. by adopting proper
farming methods they are definitely im-
proving the soil.

Another matter of paramount imporl-
ance to the producer and the consumer is
that of priee-fixing. Certain primary pro-
duets, ineluding some lines of fruit and
vegetables, have had a ceiling price im-
posed. It scems that the price-fixing regn-
lations were designed to help the consumer
and prevent unduly high priees from oper-
ating. The aim seemingly is not to prevent
profiteering on the part of the grower. In
my opinion the grower does not get all he
deserves, and the fixing of ceiling prices
without relalion to grade standards is de-
finitely wrong and likely to get us nowhere.
Taking the periods of plentiful supplies,
the ceiling prices have never been renched,
and the wholesale vetwns to growers are
often low indeed. In these eases it is not
alwavs the consumer that benefits, A dis-
tribhutor who sees the oppertunity—it is
hard to keep a check on ecaeh individual—
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is often free to charge the maximum price
withont any relation to the maximum profit
allowed to him, On the other hand, when
commodities are in short supply it fre-
quently happeus that all grades bring the
maximum price.  We have had econsider-
able experience of this in the last 12
months since ceiling prices have been in
operation. 1, and many other growers,
have had the experience of sending first,
seecond and third-grade produce to the mar-
kets and reeeiving the maximum price for
all grades. If the first-grade commodity
is worth the maximum—~for example, in the
case of cauliflowers, 17s. Gd. per dozen or
a retail prieg of 2s. each

The Premier: Irrespective of size.

Mr. OWEN: —irrespective of size or
fuality—then the consumer of the second
or tkird-grade produet is being robbed to
the extent of 6d. or 9d. per canlifiower be-
cause of the inferior quality of the line,
On the other hand, if the third-grade line
is worth the eeiling price, then the supe-
rior grade is worth considerably more, and
the grower is not getting a proper return
for his lahour.

My, Leslie: That does not encourage ef-
ficient farming.

Mr. OWEN: No; on the contrary, it is
tantamount to paying a premium to the
grower of the inferior produet. T earnestly
hope that if the cetling prives are to he con-
tinued steps will he taken to implement
erading regulations so thet ceiling prices, in-
stead of euvering all produce irrespeetive of
grade, may be fixed in aceordance with first,
second and third or inferior grades. If this
were done, hoth the prower and the consumer
would be much better sexved.

Other speakers more able than I have dis-
cussed the needs of modern transport, and
have pointed out the shorteomings of the rail-
ways, tramways, trolley-buses and other
forms of transport. Whilst I admit that the
difficulty has been accentuated by the war,
there is no denying the fact that improve-
ments are long overdue. If T may mention
one phase without trespassing upon the pre-
serves of other members, T would like to
refer, for the attention of the Minister for
Railways, to the matter of the carriage of
perambulators on the Perth tramears. We
would all like to see a large inerease in the
population of the Siate, and no doubt the
baby bonus and child endowment allowaneey
will encourage larger families, hut with the
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shortage of domestic help and the faet that
tradesmen cannot and often will not deliver
household goods to the consumer, people have
to go to the shops for them, and the mother
of g child that has to be wheeled in a pram
is to be pitied when she hag to travel by
tram.

Time and again I have seen women with
prams left standing at the stopping places
because the tram erew could not or would
not accept the prams, I do not know whether
it is a matter of tramway regulations or
whether it is merely an unwritten law
smongst the tramway men themselves that
only fwo prams may be earried on a tram ai
the one lime, hal it is a fact that many tram-
way men refuse to take more, and many
women have complained of it. If it is only
a matter of sprece—admittedly some of the
Inrge prams occupy considerable space—I
would sugpest that hooks such as are pro-
vided on privately-owned buses and on the
trolley-buses be fitted on the front and rear
of tramears so that if the crew of the car
could not or would not lift the pram aboard,
the mother herself conld put it on the hook
and be surc that it was accompanying her
to her destination.

Reference was also made by the member
for Claremont to the beautifving of the city
and its surronndings, presamably in order
that we and tourists might enjoy the
scenery. We have in this State, and not
always at a great distance from the ecity,
beautiful natural scenery, and if we had
good means of transport to reach there and
return in quick time, we could exploit these
beauty spots for the tourist traffic that would
come our way. In pre-war days it was
vsual for mail boats fo eall each week, one
inwards and one outwards; they arrived
carly in the morning and departed at night.
Passengers, with the idea of seeing some-
thing of our eity, usually made their way
only to Perth, because there were no trans-
port facilities to o Eurther, and they had
to stay around the city. Tf means were pro
vided to get out during the day a distanec
of trom 30 to 50 miles—there is no reason
why that should not be provided—thoy
would see something of our ¢ountry and
serve as ambassadors in advertising the
beauties of the State. By that means not
only would the tourist traffic be enhaneed hut
new settlers would be induced to come here
permanently, With these remarks and in
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the hope that the war will soon be chided
and that we can assume a little more re-
sponsibility in our peacetime progress, I
support the motion,

MR. TELFER (Avon): As a new mem-
ber I wish to express my appreeiation of
the many courtesies shown to me by mem-
bers of the Honse. I am also extvemcly
thankful for the help that Ministers have
given me from time to time. I feel it my
duty to assist in bringing about a better
post-war readjustment. I was very glad to
have heard the expression that security is
one of our dominating desires. Seeurity
from fear, security from want and security
to see that our children receive good edu-
cation ave certainly amongst the dominating
factors for us to exploit. The expression
has also been used that it is desirable to
see that our State is more densely povpu-
lated and that people in the ecountry eet
more out of life. 1 look at things in this
way. If we can provide decent amcnities
for the country, people will go there. In
the past the country has had only 10 per
cent, of amenities and 90 per eent. of lip-
serviee, T regret very much that those in
power in the Commonwealth over the last
15 vears have allowed a shocking stale of
affairs to develop.

If the countryside were given n derent
standard of living, proper housing, good cdu-
eationnal  facilities, water, transport and
amenities in the towns, I feel that three-
parts of our ohjective to populate the
countryside would he achieved. We have
to necept it that all things have a founda-
tion. I am of opinion that our economie life
mainly depends upon the man on the land.
[f he does well, naturally the industrialist
does well, as does also the business man and
the professional man. If we place the man
on the land on a sound footing we ull mo
forward, We must recognise, and the com-
munity must recognise that no one section
ean go forward while another is going haek-
ward for any considerable period of time,
There should be more team work to allow
all sections of the community to go forward,
for then we would not have so many heart-
burnings as have been experienced. Our heri-
tage should give us a reasonable standard.
That must he one of the dominating rae-
fors in the days to come. Scientists in the
past have on many occasions worked for
the henefit of the individual. The work of



