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1205. Hon Dr Steve Thomas to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Environment: 

I refer to the 2021-22 Annual Report of the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
that says on page 29 that ‘operations to prioritise, review and manage priority environmental 
weeds continued throughout the State, including through collaborative efforts with traditional 
owner and community groups’, and I ask: 

(a) how much did the Department spend on these operations in 2021-22; 
(b) which priority weeds did the Department eliminate or reduce the incidence of on 

lands managed; and 
(c) which priority weeds did the Department handball the management of to 

recognised bio-security groups or other community groups? 

1206. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Water: 

I refer to question on notice 999 answered on 29 November 2022, and I ask: 
(a) what is Alcoa’s total annual licence fees for the 17 licences provided in answer to 

question on notice 999; 
(b) if the Minister cannot give an answer to (a), why not; 
(c) water licensing fees were quoted to vary between $172 to $8,929 per annum. Can 

the Minister detail the individual water licensing fees for each of the 17 licences 
provided in answer to question on notice 999; 

(d) if not to (c), why not; 
(e) according the response given to question on notice 999, Alcoa Kwinana uses 

“0.615912 gigalitres per annum of potable water”, can the Minister provide a 
breakdown of the the usage of potable water in the years 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-
21  and 2021-22, respectively, and advise how much was paid for potable water in 
each of those years; and 

(f) if not to (e), why not? 

1207. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Environment: 

I refer to the Western Australian Auditor General’s Report, ‘Rich and Rare: Conservation of 
Threatened Species Follow-up audit’ published in September 2017 that found “both expenditure 
and staffing are below 2009 levels while the conservation task has grown as more species and 
communities are listed as threatened...Staffing and Conservation Division and regional 
conservation staff numbers have decreased”. I ask: 
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(a) what are the current staffing levels for the Science and Conservation division at the 
Department of Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions; and 

(b) what are the current staffing levels for each of the nine regions, respectively, listed 
on page 13 of the Auditor General’s report? 

1208. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Environment: 

I refer to the Minister’s responses to questions on notice 785 and 1005, and I ask: 
(a) is unanimous support of stakeholders required for every Ramsar nomination; 
(b) were stakeholders with vested financial interests permitted to veto the potential 

Ramsar nominations for Lake MacLeod and the Tributaries of the lower Blackwood; 
(c) how many stakeholders were consulted and how many submissions were received 

concerning the potential Ramsar nomination of the Tributaries of the Lower 
Blackwood; 

(d) how many of the submissions referred to in (c) were supportive of the nomination 
and how many were opposed to it; 

(e) why did the Government only consult local stakeholders and those with vested 
financial interests in the area proposed for nomination; 

(f) why wasn’t the broader WA community invited to comment on both proposed 
nominations as they concern matters of national and international importance; 

(g) will the Minister provide copies of the Ramsar Information Sheets prepared for 
public consultation for Lake MacLeod and the Tributaries of the Lower Blackwood; 

(h) onsidering the time elapsed since the previous consultation and the broad scientific 
support for these nominations, are there any plans for further consultation that is 
more inclusive of the WA community; and 

(i) if no to (h), why not? 

1209. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister for Emergency Services: 
(1) I refer to the official Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) Facebook page, 

and I ask: 
(a) how many people are authorised as administrators to the page; 
(b) please identify the position name and salary level of each person identified in (a); 
(c) noting your answer to Legislative Council question on notice 924 that 

‘Responsibility for social media content rests with the Fire and Emergency Services 
(FES) Commissioner or their approved delegate’, how many delegates have been 
approved by the FES Commissioner; 

(d) please identify the position name and salary level of each person identified in (c); 
(e) how many Facebook users have been ‘blocked’ from accessing or interacting with 

the official DFES Facebook page; 
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(f) please detail the decision-making process and any relevant departmental policy 
relating to blocking a Facebook user from access; 

(g) for the month of January 2023, how many comments on DFES Facebook posts are 
hidden; and 

(h) please detail the decision-making process and any relevant departmental policy 
relating to hiding comments from Facebook users? 

(2) I refer to the five staff positions in the Public Information Unit and I ask why are these 
positions classified as a ‘temporary funded position’ as identified in your answer to 
Legislative Council question on notice 924? 

(3) I refer to a post on the official DFES Facebook page on 2 February 2023 in relation to a 
Total Fire Ban declaration the following day on 3 February 2023, and I ask: 
(a) how many comments on the post were ‘hidden’ by page administrators; 
(b) was any direction given to any relevant page administrator and if so by whom was 

direction given; 
(c) what was the reason which substantiated a decision to hide comments on this post; 

and 
(d) who made the decision to hide comments on this post? 

1210. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the 110.7 million rapid antigen tests (RATs) ordered by the State Government at a cost of 
more than $570 million and I ask: 

(a) how many tests remain in the Government stockpile; 
(b) what is the expiry date for tests identified in (a); 
(c) how does the Government intend to utilise remaining tests before they expire; 
(d) how many tests has the Government disposed of, destroyed or returned to the 

manufacturer or supplier to date; 
(e) of those identified in (d), how many were disposed, destroyed or returned as a 

result of: 
(i) expiry; 
(ii) being withdrawn by the manufacturer; 
(iii) updated advice or registration status from the Therapeutic Goods 

Administration (TGA); and 
(iv) for other reasons (please identify); 

(f) what was the total value of the tests disposed, destroyed or returned identified in 
(d); 

(g) how many tests has the Government distributed to date; 
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(h) has the State government distributed any tests which have since been withdrawn 
by the manufacturer or are  no longer recommended by the TGA; and 

(i) if yes to (h), how many tests were distributed? 

1211. Hon Peter Collier to the Minister for Emergency Services representing the Minister 
for Police: 

(1) What is the current FTE police staffing allocation for each of Western Australia’s regional 
policing districts? 

(2) What is the current actual FTE police staffing for each of Western Australia’s regional 
policing districts? 

1212. Hon Peter Collier to the Minister for Emergency Services representing the Minister 
for Police: 

I refer the Minister to family related offences published quarterly on the Western Australian Police 
website, and I ask - for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 how many people were charged with 1 
offence, 2-5 offences, 6-10 offences, 11-20 offences, 20-50 offences and more than 50 offences? 

1213. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to this statement by Buru Energy Ltd in their latest Quarterly Report (Dec 2022), “As part of 
the continuing work on the commercialisation of the Rafael discovery, Buru entered into an 
agreement with Transborders Energy, to conduct a pre-feasibility study for a Kimberley-based 
compact marinised Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plant solution.”, and I ask: 

(a) has Buru advised the Department of Mining Regulation and Safety (DMIRS) in any 
way, including via meetings, correspondence or otherwise, of its plans to locate a 
marinised or Floating Liquified Natural Gas (FLNG) processing facility on the 
Kimberley coast and pipe gas from its Rafael deposit to the FLNG facility; and 

(b) if yes to (a), when and in what ways has Buru advised the Department of Mines, 
Industry Regulation and Safety of its plans? 

1214. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to this statement by Buru Energy Ltd in their latest Quarterly Report (Dec 2022), “As part of 
the continuing work on the commercialisation of the Rafael discovery, Buru entered into an 
agreement with Transborders Energy, to conduct a pre-feasibility study for a Kimberley-based 
compact marinised Liquefied Natural Gas plant solution.” and I ask: 

(a) has Buru indicated to the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety 
where they think the floating LNG facility might be located on the Kimberley coast; 
and 

(b) if yes to (a), where has Buru indicated that the Floating Liquefied Natural Gas facility 
might be located? 
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1215. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to this statement by Buru Energy Ltd in their latest Quarterly Report (Dec 2022), “As part of 
the continuing work on the commercialisation of the Rafael discovery, Buru entered into an 
agreement with Transborders Energy, to conduct a pre-feasibility study for a Kimberley-based 
compact marinised Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) plant solution.” and I ask: 

(a) based on what Buru has advised the Department of Mines, Industry Reglation and 
Safety (DMIRS), or on DMIRS own assessment, would the floating LNG facility be 
located in State or Commonwealth waters; 

(b) if in State waters, would DMIRS be the body responsible for regulating the Floating 
Liquefied Natural Gas (FLNG) facility; 

(c) if yes to (b), what experience or expertise does DMIRS have in relation to the 
regulation of FLNG facilities; and 

(d) if no to (b), which regulatory agency would be responsible for regulating the FLNG 
facility? 

1216. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to this statement by Buru Energy Ltd in their latest Quarterly Report (Dec 2022), “As part of 
the continuing work on the commercialisation of the Rafael discovery, Buru entered into an 
agreement with Transborders Energy, to conduct a pre-feasibility study for a Kimberley-based 
compact marinised Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plant solution.” and I ask:based on what Buru has 
advised the Department of Mining Regulation and  Safety (DMIRS), or based on DMIRS own 
assessment, what route does DMIRS  understand or expect any pipeline for the gas from Rafael to 
the  floating LNG facility would take? 

1217. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to this statement by Buru Energy Ltd in their latest Quarterly Report (Dec 2022), “As part of 
the continuing work on the commercialisation of the Rafael discovery, Buru entered into an 
agreement with Transborders Energy, to conduct a pre-feasibility study for a Kimberley-based 
compact marinised Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plant solution.” and I ask:given that Buru has 
previously been the recipient of substantial grants  and subsidies from both the State and Federal 
governments (e.g.,  exploration grants, CCS studies), would the WA government consider  
subsidising either the floating LNG facility or any  gas pipeline to  bring the gas to the facility, or 
both? 

1218. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to this statement by Buru Energy Ltd in their latest Quarterly Report (Dec 2022), “As part of 
the continuing work on the commercialisation of the Rafael discovery, Buru entered into an 
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agreement with Transborders Energy, to conduct a pre-feasibility study for a Kimberley-based 
compact marinised Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) plant solution.”, and I ask: 

(a) does Buru have an exemption from the WA government ban on the export of 
onshore gas; 

(b) has Buru sought such an exemption listed in (a); 
(c) if yes to (b), when did they seek an exemption and was it a written request; 
(d) if the request for exemption was written, will the Minister please table the 

correspondence; and 
(e) if the Minister will not table the correspondence, why not? 

1219. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to this statement by Buru Energy Ltd in their latest Quarterly Report (Dec 2022), “As part of 
the continuing work on the commercialisation of the Rafael discovery, Buru entered into an 
agreement with Transborders Energy, to conduct a pre-feasibility study for a Kimberley-based 
compact marinised Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plant solution.” and I ask: is the Minister aware that 
the Rafael discovery is adjacent to the Martuwarra Fitzroy River and sensitive springs? 

1220. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Corrective Services: 

I refer to youth detention and I ask: 
(a) what was the average out of cell hours (“unlock time”) for each young person who 

was held at Unit 18 in November 2022; 
(b) what was the average out of cell hours (“unlock time”) for each young person who 

was held at Unit 18 in December 2022; and 
(c) what was the average out of cell hours (“unlock time”) for each young person who 

was held at Unit 18 in January 2023? 

1221. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Corrective Services: 

I refer to youth detention and I ask: 
(a) what was the average out of cell hours (“unlock time”) for each young person who 

was held at Banksia Hill Detention Centre in November 2022; 
(b) what was the average out of cell hours (“unlock time”) for each young person who 

was held at Banksia Hill Detention Centre in December 2022; and 
(c) what was the average out of cell hours (“unlock time”) for each young person who 

was held at Banksia Hill Detention Centre in January 2023? 
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1222. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Minister for Finance: 
I refer to the State Government’s commitment to achieve a minimum 25 per cent electric vehicle 
target for eligible government fleet vehicles by 2025-2026 in the State Electric Vehicle Strategy for 
Western Australia, and I ask: 

(a) how many and what percentage of eligible vehicles are electric vehicles to date; 
(b) how many and what percentage of total fleet vehicles are electric vehicles to date; 
(c) how many electric vehicles are ordered and expected for delivery currently and 

when is delivery expected; and 
(d) how many hybrid vehicles are in the government fleet? 

1223. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Energy: 

I refer to the attempted sale of the South Fremantle Power Station, and I ask: 
(a) can the Minister please advise on the Government’s current intention with regards 

to the heritage protection and restoration of the South Fremantle Power station 
given the previous unsolicited bid fell through; and 

(b) what will be the process from here for disposing of this asset? 

1224. Hon Dr Brad Pettitt to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Corrective Services: 

(1) How many children aged 10, 11, 12 and 13 years, respectively, were in detention or on 
community corrections orders in Western Australia in 2021-2022? 

(2) How many children aged 10, 11, 12 and 13 years, respectively, have been in detention or 
on community corrections orders in Western Australia in 2022-2023 to date? 

(3) How many children in (1) were also recorded as in the care of the CEO of the Department 
of Communities in Western Australia? 

(4) How many children in (2) have been also recorded as in the care of the CEO of the 
Department of Communities in Western Australia? 

1225. Hon Dr Steve Thomas to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for 
Transport: 

I refer to speed changes on Goodwood Road as it enters the town of Capel, in the Shire of Capel 
and I ask: 

(a) why was the 100 kilometres per hour speed zone shifted from near the intersection 
of Goodwood and Capel Tutunup Roads towards the townsite; 

(b) was this move related to the lowering of the town speed limit to 40 kilometres per 
hour; 

(c) if yes to (b), what was the connection; and 
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(d) what is required to take the 100 kilometre per hour zone further out, or to its 
original boundary? 

1226. Hon Dr Steve Thomas to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for 
Water: 

I refer to plans to construct a waste water pump station next to Bridge Street and beside the Preston 
River in Donnybrook, and I ask: 

(a) is this the only viable location for the pump station to be located; 
(b) if yes to (a), why, and what engineering considerations make it so; 
(c) were other possible locations looked at as alternatives; 
(d) is it possible to move the proposed pump station further north along the Preston 

River; and 
(e) if no to (d), why not? 

1227. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister for Emergency Services representing the 
Minister for Police: 

(1) I refer to the control of firearms in Western Australia and I ask: 
(a) how many firearms licenses are issued currently in Western Australia; 
(b) how many firearms are registered to licensed firearm holders; 
(c) for the following years how many firearm storage inspections did WA Police 

conduct: 
(i) 2022; 
(ii) 2021; 
(iii) 2020; 
(iv) 2019; and 
(v) 2018; 

(d) in 2022, how many licensed firearm holders, amended the storage location of 
firearms with WA Police; 

(e) of those identified in (d), how many were subsequently inspected by WA Police to 
ensure compliance with storage requirements; 

(f) what procedure is enacted by WA Police when a licensed firearm holder dies to 
recover and store registered firearms; 

(g) are WA Police officers and Police Auxillary Officers subject to regular mental health 
assessments; 

(h) if yes to (g), how frequent are these assessments and who conducts such 
assessments; and 

(i) if yes to (g), how many officers have not passed a mental health assessment 
in 2022? 
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(2) I refer to your media statement of 5 February 2023 which claims that 20 people were shot 
dead in Western Australia in 2022, and I ask of those identified in the statement, what 
proportion were by a: 
(a) registered firearm by an licensed firearm holder; 
(b) registered firearm by an unlicensed firearm holder; 
(c) unregistered firearm by an unlicensed firearm holder; 
(d) a Police firearm; and 
(e) other (please detail circumstance)? 

1228. Hon Dr Steve Thomas to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for 
Health: 

I refer to the ramping of ambulances at state hospitals and I ask for each year of 2019, 2020, 2021 
and 2022, and I ask: 

(a) what proportion of patients that experienced ambulance ramping in each year were 
classified primarily under a mental health diagnostic related grouping; 

(b) what was the average time of ramping in each year for those patients classified 
primarily under a mental health diagnostic related grouping; 

(c) what proportion of patients that experienced ambulance ramping in each year were 
classified primarily under a drug use diagnostic related grouping; and 

(d) what was the average time of ramping in each year for those patients classified 
primarily under a drug use diagnostic related grouping? 

1229. Hon Dr Steve Thomas to the Minister for Emergency Services representing the 
Minister for Police: 

I refer to the ramping of ambulances at state hospitals and I ask for each year of 2019, 2020, 2021 
and 2022, and I ask: 

(a) how many hours did WA Police spend in each year attending ambulances ramped 
outside hospitals in the Perth metropolitan region; and 

(b) how many hours did WA Police spend in each year attending ambulances ramped 
outside hospitals in the state’s regional police districts? 

1230. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister for Emergency Services: 
I refer to your media statement of 6 February 2023 entitled ‘Mid-West builders deliver much-
needed upgrade for Northampton volunteers’, and I ask: 

(a) noting the statement claims the cost of the new building was $3.93 million, please 
break down the cost by: 
(i) Construction; 
(ii) land Acquisition; and 
(iii) other expenses (please detail); 
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(b) is the cost of the building comparable to the costs of other similar two-bay fire 
stations that have recently been constucted; 

(c) if no to (b), please identify contributing factors to the high cost of construction in 
this instance; 

(d) on what date and by whom was it determined that the official opening of the 
building would occur on 6 February 2023; 

(e) what was the cost associated with the official opening event and who met the cost; 
(f) who was responsible for the events organisation and for preparing the invitation 

list to the event; 
(g) please table the invitation list and run sheet for the event; 
(h) why did the government not extend an invitation to non-Labor Members of 

Parliament who respresent the Northampton community as is the usual courtesy 
for offical events such as this; 

(i) what is the planned use for the former Northampton Volunteer, Fire and Rescue 
Service station; and 

(j) what capability or controls have been built into the new station with regard to 
managing cancer causing diesel emissions in the engine room? 

1231. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister for Emergency Services: 
I refer to a September 2020 announcement that the State Government will invest $2.05 million in 
a business case to replace the ‘aging’ Forrestfield training academy, and I ask: 

(a) how much of the $2.05 million has been spent to date; 
(b) on what date was the business case completed; 
(c) please table the business case; 
(d) has the State Government considered the business case and if so on what date did 

such consideration occur; 
(e) what conditions are placed on the continuing use of the current facility at 

Forrestfield, noting that it is a registered contaminated site; 
(f) please table the six reports that DFES received in relation to the site between 

October 20 and November 2, 2022; 
(g) has the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) received any complaints 

in relation to the facility other than the six identified by the DFES spokesperson in 
media reports; 

(h) if yes to (g), please table those complaints; and 
(i) what is the estimated cost of constructing a new training academy? 

1232. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister for Emergency Services: 
I refer to the operation of large air tankers in Western Australia in 2022-23, and I ask: 
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(a) how many missions have been flown by the: 
(i) WA contracted C-130 large air tanker; 
(ii) the national large air tanker prior to its destruction on 6 February 2023; and 
(iii) any other large air tanker utilised or deployed to Western Australia; 

(b) of those identified in (a), how many of the missions departed from: 
(i) Busselton Airport; 
(ii) RAAF Pearce; and 
(iii) another airport; 

(c) for those aircraft which reloaded at RAAF Pearce, what was the source of the water 
used; 

(d) can the Government confirm that no per-and perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 
contaminated water was utilised by any mission conducted by the Large Air Tankers 
departing RAAF Pearce; 

(e) has a cost benefit analysis of the use of large air tankers in Western Australia been 
undertaken and, if not, why not; 

(f) please table the WA cost benefit analysis referred to in (e); 
(g) please table the business case for the procurement of the WA based C-130 large 

air tanker; 
(h) please table the contract relating to the procurement of the WA based C-130 large 

air tanker; and 
(i) what is the hourly operating cost of the WA based C-130 large air tanker? 

1233. Hon Nick Goiran to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Health: 
(1) How many abortions were performed at 20 weeks gestation, or later, with the justification 

for the abortion given as “Trisomy 21” between 22 October 2001 and 31 December 2023? 
(2) In the 2022 calendar year how many abortions were performed with the justification given 

as “Trisomy 21”? 

1234. Hon Nick Goiran to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Health: 
I refer to section 335 of the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911, which states that a medical 
practitioner who performs an abortion must notify the Chief Health Officer of the fact in the 
prescribed form within 14 days of the abortion being performed, and that such notification must 
not contain any particulars from which it may be possible to ascertain the identity of the patient, I 
ask: 

(a) how many forms have been received covering the period from 1 January 2022 to 31 
December 2022; and; 

(b) further to (a), will the Minister table the forms for the abortions performed at 20 
weeks or later; and 
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(c) if no to (b), will the Minister undertake to comply with section 82 of the Financial 
Management Act 2006? 

1235. Hon Nick Goiran to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Health: 
For the calendar year, from 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2022, what was the number of: 

(a) induced abortions; 
(b) induced abortions over 12 weeks gestation; 
(c) induced abortions for women under the age of 20; 
(d) approvals given by the Ministerial Panel for abortions at 20 weeks or later; 
(e) induced abortions at 20 weeks gestation or later; and; and 
(f) medical abortions using mifepristone and misoprostol? 

1236. Hon Nick Goiran to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Health: 
(1) As of 31 December 2022, how many babies have shown signs of life after an abortion 

procedure? 
(2) How many of these incidences resulted in death of the baby? 
(3) How many of these incidences have been reported by WA Health to the Coroner? 

1237. Hon Nick Goiran to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the Perth Children’s Hospital Gender Diversity Service, and I ask: 

(a) how many referrals did the Perth Children’s Hospital gender diversity service 
receive in 2021 and 2022; 

(b) how many children and adolescents received treatment in the 2021 and 2022 
calendar years; 

(c) what constitutes ‘treatment’ for the numbers provided in (b); 
(d) how many children and adolescents commenced stage one puberty blocker 

treatment in the 2021 and 2022 calendar years; 
(e) how many children are currently receiving stage one puberty blocker treatment; 
(f) how many children commenced stage two cross sex hormone treatment in 

the 2021 and 2022 calendar years; 
(g) how many children and adolescents are currently receiving stage two cross sex 

hormone treatment; 
(h) what was the age of the youngest child to receive treatment in each of the 

years 2021 and 2022; and 
(i) what is the age of the youngest child who is currently receiving treatment? 



14 
 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
 

Questions Asked Today 
 

Notice Given  Tuesday, 14 February 2023 

cqb411.114.14Feb2023 (A1007693) 

1238. Hon Wilson Tucker to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for 
Transport: 

Will the Minister please provide a table of TransPerth ticket prices, for each ticket type, for the 
period of the last 6 years? 
 
SAM HASTINGS 
Clerk of the Legislative Council 
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