
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEDICAL RADIATION 
TECHNOLOGISTS REGISTRATION 

BOARD 
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Report and 
Audited Financial Statements 

 
 

Year ended 30 June 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

2 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 
 

  
1 Introduction 
  
2 Functions of the Board 
  
3 Board Membership 
  
4 Meetings of the Board 
  
6 Administrative Arrangements 
  
6 Registration Fees 
  
7 Registration Statistics 
  
8 Overseas Qualifications 
  
9 Complaints 
  
9 Mutual Recognition (WA) Act 2001 
  
10 Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition (WA) Act 2007 
  
10 National Registration 
  
10 Customer Service Enquiries 
  
11 General 
  
13 Acknowledgements 
  
 Complaints Assessment Committee Annual Report to the Board 
  
 Financial Statements 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

3 
 

 
MEDICAL RADIATION TECHNOLOGISTS REGISTRATION BOARD OF 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 

Year ended 30 June 2012 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 

The Medical Radiation Technologists Act 2006 (the Act) and the Medical Radiation 
Technologists Regulations 2007 (the Regulations) came into effect on 1 July 2007. 
 
The Board is a statutory regulatory authority set up under an act of Parliament to provide, 
amongst other things, for the regulation of Medical Radiation Technologists (Medical Imaging 
Technologists, Radiation Therapists and Nuclear Medicine Technologists) and protection of the 
public from harmful practices. The Board's over-riding purpose is the protection of the public.  
 
The Board is completely self-funding by way of the registration fees and has to deal with all 
matters which come before it from its accumulated funds. Its responsibilities include, but are not 
limited to, the registration of Medical Radiation Technologists, investigation of complaints, 
national registration, the development of policies, including for Continuing Professional 
development and Codes of Ethics and Practice. 
 
2. FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD 
 
The Board is directly responsible to the Minister for Health for all matters relating to the 
administration of the Act and Regulations. 
 
The functions of the Board are:- 
 
• to advise the Minister on matters to which the Act applies; 
• to administer registration under Part 4 of the Act; 
• to support and promote public education and research in relation to the practice of 

medical radiation technology; 
• to monitor education in medical radiation technology and provide advice on that 

education to the Minister and to any other person or body involved in that education; 
• to promote and encourage: 
 

o the continuing education of medical radiation technologists in the practice of 
medical radiation technology; and 

o increased levels of skill, knowledge and competence in the practice of medical 
radiation technology; 

 
and 

• to perform other functions that are conferred on the Board under the Act or any other Act. 
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3. BOARD MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Board consists of eight members appointed by the Minister, of these:- 
 
a) two are medical radiation technologists registered in the area of medical imaging 

technology; 
b) two are medical radiation technologists registered in the area of nuclear medicine 

technology; 
c) two are medical radiation technologists registered in the area of radiation therapy; 
d) one is a person who has knowledge of and experience in representing the interest of 

consumers; and  
e) one is a legal practitioner. 
 
Board Members 
 
The following were Board Members during the period to 30 June 2012. 

 
Mr Neil Hicks – Medical Imaging Technologist 
Mr Brendan McKernan – Radiation Therapist 
Mr David Cutt – Radiation Therapist (Resigned  
Ms Julie Crouch – Nuclear Medicine Technologist 
Ms Penny Maton – Nuclear Medicine Technologist  
Mr Anthony Knights – Medical Imaging Technologist 
Ms Gemma McGrath – Legal Member 
Mr Rasa Subramaniam – Consumer Representative (Appointed February 2011) 
 
In accordance with section 6 of the Act a Presiding Member and Deputy Presiding Member were 
elected as follows: 
 
Mr Neil Hicks (Presiding Member) 
Mr David Cutt (Deputy Presiding Member) – until October 2011 
Mr Brendan McKernan (Deputy Presiding Member) – from October 2011 
 
The Registrar was Mrs Kim Firth. 
 
4. MEETINGS OF THE BOARD 
 
The Board met on the following occasions during the period to 30 June 2012: 
 
12 July 2011 
9 August 2011 
13 September 2011 
11 October 2011 
8 November 2011 
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13 December 2011 
14 February 2012 
3 March 2012 
10 April 2012 
8 May 2012 
29 June 2012 
 
Attendance at the meetings was as follows: 
 Eligible 
Mr Neil Hicks (Chair*) 

Attended 
*9  *11 

Mr David Cutt   2    3 
 (one as Chair)  
Mr Brendan McKernan   9 11 
 (one as Chair)  
Mr Anthony Knights  11 11 
Ms Gemma McGrath (Solicitor)   9 11 
Ms Penny Maton   8 11 
Ms Julie Crouch   8 11 
Mr Rasa Subramaniam 10 11 
 
The following committees met during the year: 
 
Complaints Assessment Committee 
Ms Penny Maton (Chair) 
Mr David Cutt (up to October 2011) 
Mr Andrew Burnett (Solicitor) 
 
Attendance at the meetings was as follows: 
 Eligible 
Ms Penny Maton* 

Attended 
1  2 

Mr David Cutt 2  2 
Mr Andrew Burnett (Solicitor) 
 

1  2 

 
Registration Committee 
Mr Brendan McKernan (Chair) 
Mr Neil Hicks 
Ms Julie Crouch 
Mr Anthony Knights 
 
Attendance at the meetings was as follows: 
 Eligible 
Mr Brendan McKernan (Chair*) 

Attended 
12  *10 

Mr Neil Hicks 12  10 
Ms Julie Crouch 12  5 
Mr Anthony Knights 12  12 
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5. ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
The day to day administration work of the Board is undertaken by the Registrar, Assistant 
Registrar and other secretarial support provided on a fully serviced office basis.  Other specialist 
consultation services are determined as required by the Board.   
 
The majority of telephone enquiries received are able to be resolved by the administration staff.  
However, on the occasions where further expertise is sought, the calls are passed to a member of 
the Board. 
 
All items pertaining to the registration of medical radiation technologists are dealt with by the 
Board at the monthly meetings, eg new registrations.   
 
The Board’s office is located on Level 1, 541 Hay Street, Subiaco  WA  6008.  The office is 
open weekdays during the hours 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.  Contact can be made by telephone on 1300 
419 495 or facsimile (08) 6141 6002 or e-mail on mrtboard@ahpra.gov.au. 
 
The website (www.mrtboard.wa.gov.au) contains full information regarding registration and 
registration fees, the Board and complaints and also registration forms, a searchable register of 
current and lapsed MRTs, frequently asked questions, links and contact details. 
 
6. REGISTRATION FEES 
 
The fees during the period 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012 were as follows:- 
 
Registration fee (during the months of July to December)  $225.00 
Registration fee (during the months of January to June)   $115.00 
Application fee     $150.00 
Application fee (in respect of an applicant with  
 overseas qualifications)     $250.00 
Restoration fee      $175.00 
Annual registration fee    $225.00 
 
The registration fees continue to be exempt from the Goods and Services Tax. 
  

http://www.mrtboard.wa.gov.au/�
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7. REGISTRATION STATISTICS 
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8. OVERSEAS QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. COMPLAINTS 
 
It is a requirement under section that a copy of any complaint received by the Board be 
forwarded to the Office of Health Review.   
 
Complaints are required to be submitted to the Board in writing. 
 
See the Complaints Assessment Committee’s Annual Report to the Board. 
 
10. THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION (WA) ACT 2001 
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The Board is able to receive applications under the Mutual Recognition (WA) Act 2001 from 
Victoria, Queensland, Northern Territory, ACT and Tasmania. 
 
 
11. TRANS TASMAN MUTUAL RECOGNITION (WA) ACT 2007 
 
The above legislation came into effect in February 2007. 
 
The Board has received seven applications under the TTMRA for registration in WA. 
 
 
12. NATIONAL REGISTRATION 
 
The Medical Radiation Practice Board of Australia was appointed from 1 July 2011 and during 
the 12 months covered by this report has been busy working on registration standards in 
preparation for the implementation of national registration from 1 July 2012. 
 
The Medical Radiation Technologists Registration Act 2006 will be repealed from 1 July 2012 
and all medical radiation technologists in WA will be registered under the Health Practitioner 
Regulation National Law. 
 
Those MRTs who are registered in WA at the time of transition (30 June 2012) will 
automatically transition to the new registration scheme. 
 
 
13. CUSTOMER SERVICE ENQUIRIES 
 
Many enquiries were received at the office of the Board during the period of this report, both in 
writing and by telephone.  Major areas of enquiry included: 
 
• registration requirements; 

 
• checks to ascertain the registration status of specific persons; 

 
• potential registration status of recent or intending immigrants; 

 
• legitimacy or otherwise of certain practices; 

 
• queries regarding overseas qualifications; 

 
The majority of enquiries are dealt with by the Registrar and the Assistant Registrar.  Enquiries 
which cannot be dealt with under established policies and procedures are passed to the 
Registrations Committee and subsequently dealt with at a Board meeting. 
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14. GENERAL 
 
Newsletters 
 
The Board has disseminated relevant information to registrants by way of a newsletter.  The 
newsletter is produced on an ad hoc basis by the Board, as and when required.  Copies of the 
newsletter were published on the Board’s website. 
 
Policies  
 
Details of any policies adopted by the Board were notified to medical radiation technologists by 
way of the newsletter and published on the Board’s website. 
 
Freedom of Information 
 
The Freedom of Information Act 1992 requires the Board to prepare, publish and maintain an up 
to date Information Statement.  Copies of the Information Statement can be obtained from the 
Board’s office free of charge or can be downloaded from the Board’s website. 
 
All documents held by the Board are subject to freedom of information legislation. 
 
The Board received one request for access to documents under the Freedom of Information 
legislation during the year. 
 
After review of the documents requested, the FOI Officer determined to grant edited access to 
some documents and denied access to others. 
 
An internal review of the FOI Officer’s decision was undertaken and the original decision was 
supported. 
 
An external review of the decision was undertaken where the original decisions were upheld. 
 
Web Site 
 
The Board operates a web site which contains information relating to registration, qualifications, 
Board policy statements, forms to download for registration and other information.  The website 
also contains the facility to search the Register for a medical radiation technologist’s details.  The 
website address is www.mrtboard.wa.gov.au. 
 
State Records Act 2000 
 
The Board is required to have a Record Keeping Plan (“RKP”) in place.  The RKP provides an 
accurate reflection of the record keeping program of the Board and must be complied with by the 
Board and its staff.   
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The RKP for the Board is currently being prepared for submission to the State Records 
Commission. 
 
In accordance with Standard 2 Principle 6 of the Act: 
 
1. The efficiency and effectiveness of the Board’s record keeping systems will be evaluated 

on a regular basis and will be evaluated at the time of the review of the RKP.  
 
2. The Board conducts a recordkeeping training program for staff involved in records 

management, covering topics such as the Board’s obligations under the Act, procedures 
regarding creation, management and disposal of records.   

 
3. The efficiency and effectiveness of the record keeping training program will be reviewed 

every 6 months. 
 
4.  The Board’s induction program addresses employees’ roles and responsibilities in regard 

to their compliance with the RKP.  
 
State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) 
 
The State Administrative Tribunal is an independent statutory tribunal which has powers 
involving the disciplining of people registered under the Act and to review some of the 
administrative decisions made by the Board.  Those matters which are subject to review by the 
SAT are set out in section 99 of the Act. 
 
Information regarding the processes of the SAT can be found on its website at 
www.sat.justice.wa.gov.au. 
 
Fitness to Practice 
 
The Board will produce guidelines to deal with matters concerning fitness to practice issues 
relating to registered medical radiation technologists. 
 
Assessment of Overseas Qualifications 
 
The Board undertakes an assessment of qualifications for those persons wishing to register as a 
medical radiation technologist in WA who have overseas qualifications to determine whether 
they can be considered equivalent to a prescribed qualification.   
 
15. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
It is with some sadness and pride that I acknowledge the closing of the Medical Radiation 
Technologists Registration Board of Western Australia. 
 

http://www.sat.justice.wa.gov.au/�


 

13 
 

The introduction of the National Health Act in 2009 has meant that this Board and similar 
Boards in other states cease to exist after the 1 July 2012.  This new National Act will for the 
first time register all Australian Medical Radiation Practitioners under one scheme. 
 
The MRTRB came into effect on 1 July 2007 after many years of lobbying for registration for 
our profession and a very new but dedicated Board worked tirelessly to establish standards, 
guidelines and regulations with which to carry out their task, that of registering 900 Medical 
Imaging Technologists, Radiation Therapists and Nuclear Medicine Technologists. 
 
The Board has had some changes in membership but has largely stayed the same and I am 
satisfied that the Board has done the job required of it to a very high standard. 
 
I believe that this Board has raised the standard of the profession and carried out its prime role, 
that of protecting the public. 
 
The Board has had two Registrars over this time, Mr Trevor Hoddy and Ms Kim Firth and I 
would like to acknowledge their guidance and hard work that has now, in small part, led to the 
success of this Board and enabled the very smooth transition into the new National Scheme.  I 
would also like to acknowledge the excellent work done by the administrative staff of HLB 
Mann Judd and more recently by the staff of AHPRA, Subiaco. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the support and work of Mr David Cutt and Mr Brendan McKernan 
who filled the role of Deputy Presiding Member over this period. 
 
None of this would have been possible without the hard work and dedication of the MRT Board 
and I thank them for their support and diligence over this time. 
 
My work continues under the Medical Radiation Practice Board of Australia and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to have served the MRTRB of Western Australia. 
 
Signed for and on behalf of the Board by resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 1 December 2012 
____________________________________ ___________________________ 
PRESIDING MEMBER DATE 
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Following the proclamation of the Medical Radiation Technologists Act 2006, in accordance 
with section 50(1) the Complaints Assessment Committee was appointed by the Board.  For the 
period under review the following Board Members were appointed to the Committee: 
 
Ms Penny Maton – appointed under section 50(2)(a) 
Mr Andrew Burnett – appointed under section 50(2)(b) 
Mr David Cutt - appointed under section 50(2)(c). 
 
Ms Maton was the Chair of the Committee. 
 
Complaints Received 
 
As at 1 July 2011 there was one complaint under investigation by the Complaints Assessment 
Committee. 
 
During the period under review two new complaints were received. 
 
The Complaints Assessment Committee met on the following occasions: 
 
2 August 2011 
23 August 2011 
 
to consider the complaints on hand. 
 
Complaints Considered 
 
One complaint alleged that an x-ray machine had hit the patient’s knee and caused damage. 
 
After investigation it was determined there was no breach of the Act and no further action was 
taken. 
 
Another complaint alleged that too many x-rays had been taken and also the patient “didn’t like” 
the manner of the practitioner. 
 
After investigation it was determined there was no breach of the Act and no further action was 
taken. 
 
The final complaint investigated by the Committee was in relation to placement of a thyroid 
shield whilst taking an OPG. 
 
After investigation it was determined the complaint was without substance and no further action 
was taken. 
 
 
 



Complaints in Progress

, There were no matters'under investigation as at 30 June 2012.

' Signed forand onbehalf of the Complaints Assessment Committee.
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