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Question on notice

Thursday, 23 April 2015

2992. Hon Lynn MacLaren to the Minister for Mental Health representing the
Minister for Environment.

In relation to the proposed prescribed burns in Bold Park and Kings Park, I ask:

(a) will the Minister please table a map showing the fire history (most recent and
previous burns) of the areas to be burnt;

(b) are any of the areas to be burnt infested with phytophthora dieback and, if yes,
please table a map showing the extent of the infestation;

(c) if yes to (b), given the research shows that fire increases the severity and extent
of phytophthora dieback, what precautions are being taken to prevent an increase in
the severity and extent of the pathogen in Bold Park and Kings Park as a result of
the prescribed burns;

(d) are there any trees with hollows in the areas to be burnt;

(e) if yes to (d), what precautions are being taken to prevent these trees from
catching fire, burning and falling down as can happen as a result of a prescribed
burn;

(f) has a comprehensive fauna survey been conducted in the areas to be burnt:

(1) if no to (f), why not; and

(i1) if yes to (f), please table the lists of birds, mammals and reptiles;

(g) given that the Department of Parks and Wildlife has no methodology for
knowing the number of fauna killed by prescribed burns, how will the impact of
these prescribed burns on fauna be assessed;

(h) what are the obligate seeders in the areas to be burnt;

(1) what is the time to first flowering after fire of the species listed in answer to (h);
and

(j) why is this experiment being carried out in two small iconic conservation
reserves and not in the State forest or other larger, less significant areas?

Answer

The Minister for Environment has provided the following response.

(2) Accurate fire records for Bold Park only extend back to 1998 when the
Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority (BGPA) assumed management control
of Bold Park. No fire has occurred at the experimental site in Bold Park
since 1998. A Kings Park map of the burn site is provided [See Tabled
Paper No.].

(b) No

() Not applicable

(d)  Yes



(e
®
1)
(ii)
(g)

(h)-(D)
)

Fuel reduction at the base of significant trees was done by raking away litter
to reduce the likelthood of bark ignition.

No, but sites have been inspected for significant species and none recorded.
Various surveys within the parks have taken place previously. Sites were
inspected for significant species pre-bumn.

Not applicable

Previous post-fire monitoring of reptile populations in Kings Park indicates
species richness and abundance returns within three to five years after fire.
Reptile populations will not be directly assessed as part of this study;
however habitat attributes for all faunal groups will be monitored.

[See Tabled Paper No.].

The aim of the research is to understand the effects of management
techniques — including fire exclusion, fire at short and medium return
intervals, and with and without weed management — on the persistence of
native plant species, weed cover and fire hazard in urban Banksia
woodlands. The experimental aim requires the burns to be done on lands that
have all these key components, which limits the sites that can be used. The
BGPA manages important urban bushland reserves and needs to understand
the conservation and fire risk outcomes of management activities on these
lands for their long term protection. With a single medium term rotation
being 10-15 years, the study program is also long term. BGPA only has the
jurisdiction to implement. experiments on land it manages, and can only
guarantee long-term support and the associated research outcomes for these
sites.




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY QUESTION ON NOTICE 2992 — TABLED PAPER

(a) Kings Park Fire History Map
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(h)-(i) Obligate Seeder Species Present

Juvenile Juvenile
Kings Park period | Bold Park period
(years)* (years)*

Acacia huegelii 2 | Acacia lasiocarpa var. lasiocarpa 2
Acacia pulchella var. glaberrima 2 | Acacia pulchella var. glaberrima 2
Acacia saligna 3 | Eremophila glabra subsp. albicans 3
Banksia sessilis var. cygnorum 3 | Gompholobium tomentosum 2
Comesperma calymega 2.5 | Grevillea crithmifolia 2
Conostylis setigera subsp. setigera 3 | Hakea prostrata 3
Dodonaea hackeltiana 2 | Hovea trisperma var. trisperma 3
Gompholobium tomentosum 2 | Olearia axillaris 2
Hakea prostrata 3 | Poranthera microphylla 0.5
Hovea pungens 3 | Rhagodia baccata subsp. baccata 2
Hovea trisperma var. trisperma 3 | Scaevola anchusifolia 2
Jacksonia furcellata 2 | Spyridium globulosum 3
Jacksonia sericea 2

Kennedia prostrata 1.5

Levenhookia stipitata 0.5

Lobelia temuior 0.5

Poranthera microphylla 0.5

Ptilotus polystachyus 1.5

Scaevola anchusifolia 2

Stylidium repens 2

Stylidium schoenoides 2

Stylidium striatum 1.5

Trachymene pilosa 0.5

Wahlenbergia preissii 0.5

Waitzia suaveolens var. suaveolens 0.5

*Juvenile pertod has previously been estimated for all Kings Park and Bold Park species.
Juvenile period represents the period from germination to the time when half the individuals
in a cohort are flowering. This 1s not the same as time to first flowering, although the latter

must be shorter.




