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Overview 

The Hon Peter Tinley AM MLA visited Belgium and France to represent the Western Australian 

Government at the commemoration service for the Centenary of Armistice at the Australian War 

Memorial in Villers-Bretonneux, France.  The Minister also accompanied the Department of 

Communities’ Centenary of Armistice Tour Group for part of their tour.  

The Department of Communities’ Centenary of Armistice Tour Group consisted of eight young 

Western Australians with the aim of: 

 Improving their awareness of Western Australia’s role in the First World War and the 

enduring impacts to Western Australians; 

 Improving awareness of the part played by members of the community, such as the service 

if Aboriginal veterans and women; and 

 Broaden the horizons and international perspective of young people who were chosen on 

the basis of their interest and connection to Armistice, and on how they will engage with the 

WA community about the centenary celebrations before and after the tour. 

The daily reflections of the tour participants are provided as an attachment to this report. 

In London, England, the Minister undertook a number of meetings with organisations on various 

matters related to the housing portfolio to look at current ideas and thinking on housing policy, with 

particular regard to social and affordable housing initiatives, the community housing sector and 

urban renewal. 

The Minister was accompanied by Mr Simon Ward, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister for Housing; 

Veterans Issues; Youth. 
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Tuesday 6 November and Wednesday 7 November 2018 

Minister’s travel – Perth, Australia to Belgium 

Thursday 8 November 2018 

Visit to In Flanders Fields Museum and Ypres Museum – Ypres, Belgium 

The In Flanders Fields Museum outlines the development, progress and impacts of the First World 

War across the West Flanders front. The Museum is located in the Cloth Hall in Ypres, which was 

totally rebuilt following the War. On entry to the museum each visitor receives a "Poppy Bracelet" 

containing a microchip, which activates the chosen language for the visitor. It also activates the 

personal story of four individuals as the visitor makes their way around the exhibitions. The personal 

stories of how the First World War affected the lives of individuals of many nationalities are told 

through the many objects on display and interactive installations.  The use of technology provides a 

high degree of interactivity and allows each visitor’s experience to be tailored for their age and 

personal background. Importantly, the museum very much highlighted the broader consequences of 

war, how subsequent generations view the past as well as how and why remembrance is important. 

The accompanying Ypres Museum covers the origins of the ancient market town of Ypres through to 

the present.  The development of the town and the important role it played in the history of the 

textile industry is explored as is the geo-political circumstances which saw Ypres variously under the 

rule of the French, Spanish, Austrians and the Dutch before the founding of an independent Belgian 

nation. 

Wreath Laying at Menin Gate, Ypres 

The Menin Gate bears the names of more than 54,000 soldiers who died before 16 August 1917 and 

have no known grave. Since 1928, the Last Post has been sounded by the buglers of the local fire 

brigade every evening at 8pm under the memorial. Only during the Second World War was the 

ceremony interrupted. 

The Minister and tour group member Enfys Jerwood laid a wreath as part of that evening’s very well 

attended ceremony. 
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Friday 9 November 2018 

Explore Bruges with tour group 

The tour group visited Bruges, the largest city in West Flanders. The historic city centre is a World 

Heritage site and with its cobbled lanes and extensive canals, it is one of Europe’s best preserved 

medieval towns. It provided a good opportunity to get to know the tour group members better. 

Visit Ypres St George’s Memorial Church and Menin Gate 

In the afternoon, the tour group returned to the Ypres to visit St George’s Memorial Church and 

Menin Gate.  

St George’s Memorial Church is an Anglican church built following the War as Anglican Church as a 

permanent memorial to the dead but also as a meeting place for visiting relatives. Every item in the 

church, the plaques on the walls and the chairs, the windows, the banners and the church furniture 

are there in memory of someone who gave their life for freedom.  

The Menin Gate has been the eastern entrance to the fortress town of Ypres since medieval times.  

After the War it became the site for the largest Commonwealth War Memorial in Belgium and the 

first memorial for the missing anywhere in the world. Visiting in the less busy afternoon provided an 

opportunity to view the names of the thousands of Australians amongst the more than 54,000 who 

died and have no known grave. 
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Saturday 10 November 2018 

Tour of the battlefields of the Somme with tour group 

Fromelles 

The Battle of Fromelles was a diversionary attack aimed at keeping German reserves from joining 

the great Somme battle, some 80 kilometres to the south. 

In the evening of 19 July 1916, two infantry divisions newly arrived on the Western Front, the 5th 

Australian and British 61st attacked a strongly held 4,000 yard section of the German front near 

Fromelles. At its centre was the formidable Sugarloaf strongpoint. Advancing over difficult, wet 

ground, in clear view of the German observers, the attackers faced an enemy that held all the 

advantages. 
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The German defenders were well warned and ready.  The attackers met an inferno of German shells, 

small-arms and machine-gun fire. Where No Man’s Land was the shortest, entries were forced in the 

German lines and vicious hand to hand fighting ensued. In the centre, defended by the Sugar Loaf, 

the attackers were cut down by machine gun fire. Unable to hold their position in the German 

trenches, survivors were forced back to their start lines. 

By the time the assault was called off the following morning, the Australians had lost 5,533 men 

killed, wounded or missing, the heaviest concentration of losses in Australian military history. British 

casualties numbered 1,547.  These figures represent over one third of the men who fought in the 

battle. 

 

Pheasant Wood 

The remains of many of the Australian and British dead from the battle could not be accounted for 

at the time but in May 2008, six mass graves were identified on the edge of Pheasant Wood. The 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission was appointed to oversee the recovery of remains and to 

create a new cemetary where they would finally be laid to rest. 

The bodies of 250 British and Australian soldiers were removed, samples taken and sent for DNA 

analysis. These were compared with samples given by families of those men believed to be among 

the missing of Fromelles. A significant number of positive identifications have been made and work 

continues to identify those still unnamed.   
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Bullecourt 

In the Allied offensive of April 1917 around Arras and Vimy, the German line was broken but it held 

in the south, particularly at Bullecourt in the main section of the Hindenburg Line. The British High 

Command ordered an Australian advance across open, snow covered land on the morning of 11 

April, without artillery or tank support. Although the Australians took the forward German lines, the 

Germans counterattacked from three sides and forced a retreat. The 5,000 Australians incurred 

3,300 casualties and 1,170 prisoners of war. 

 

A second better planned assault occurred on 3 May 2017. This time a pre-dawn artillery 

bombardment preceded the assault. The Australians again captured the enemy’s trenches and, 

despite heavy shellfire and counter attacks, bravely held on. Finally, after more than a week, the 

Germans withdrew. The furious fighting, which in the end only advanced the line a kilometre or so, 

had been at the heavy cost of another 7,000 Australian casualties.  
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Unveiled on Anzac Day 1993, the Bullecourt Digger looks over the fields where around 10,000 

Australian soldiers were killed or wounded. 

 

Pozieres 

On 23 July, Australian infantry captured the village of Pozieres. Determined to recapture the village, 

for the next three days the Germans subjected Pozieres to the heaviest artillery bombardment ever 

experienced by Australians in war. Despite, this the Australians held onto Pozieres until relieved on 

26 July. 
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In all, for six weeks, three divisions of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF), some 55,00 men, captured 

and held German positions at Pozieres, on the ridge and northwards towards Mouquet Farm. During 

those operations the AIF suffered more than 23,000 casualties, nearly as many as during the eight 

months of the Gallipoli campaign in 1915.   

 

 

Thiepval Memorial 

The Thiepval Memorial and Anglo French Cemetery is the largest Commonwealth Graves 

Commission memorial to the missing in the world. The memorial commemorates by name 

approximately 72,000 men who died on the Somme and who have no known grave. It stands on the 

site of one of the most heavily defended German positions to be attacked on the first day of the 

Battle of the Somme on 1 July 1916 when Commonwealth casualties numbered more than 60,000. 
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Newfoundland Memorial Park 

On the morning of 1 July 1916, as the Battle of the Somme began, the 29th Division was in action on 

the British front line in the location which is now Newfoundland Memorial Park. The division 

suffered a high number of casualties as a result of the success of the German defence in this sector, 

as well as questionable tactics. Many were killed and wounded as they moved forward from the rear 

of the front line to join in the attack before they got anywhere near the German front line. 

The ground has been undisturbed since the end of the First World War and shell-holes and the 

trenches of both sides can still be clearly seen and as well as entered and walked along in some 

areas. 

 

The park has been maintained because of the significance to Newfoundland. The Newfoundland 

Regiment was part of the 29th Division and suffered appalling losses. After the War, Newfoundland 

purchased the land in 1921, and it and later the Canadian government (after 1949) have maintained 

it ever since as a memorial. 
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Travel to Amiens, France with tour group  

Sunday 11 November 2018 

Represent the Western Australian Government at the commemoration service for the Centenary 

of Armistice at the Australian War Memorial in Villers-Bretonneux, France 

The Minister represented the Western Australian Government at the commemoration service for 

the Centenary of Armistice at the Australian War Memorial and laid a wreath. 

 

The Commonwealth Government was represented by the Minister for Veterans Affairs, Hon Darren 

Chester MP. 
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Minister’s travel from Amiens to Paris 

Reception with the Governor General, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove 

AK MC and Australia’s Ambassador to France, Mr Brendan Berne at the Australian Embassy, Paris 

In the evening, the Minister attended a reception at the Australian Embassy in Paris which was 

attended by business, government and ex pat Australians.  The Governor General’s speech is at 

Attachment 2 of this report. 

Monday 12 November 2018 

Minister’s travel from Paris, France to London, England 

Meeting with Places for People 

The Minister met with Mr David Cowans, Group Chief Executive and Mr Andy Winstanley, Group 

Executive Director, Finance.   

Places for People is one of the United Kingdom’s largest placemaking organisations.  It owns or 

manages over 198,000 homes (including over 66,000 social and affordable dwellings), runs more 

than 120 leisure facilities and has assets in excess of £4 billion ($7.3 billion).  It raises money from 

investors by issuing corporate bonds in its own name  

It has a group structure consisting or more than 20 operating companies working collaboratively and 

in effect, cross-subsidising the various arms of its operations as required. This is important because 

in its core business it has limited revenue flexibility, as it is the UK Government that determines 

social housing rent rises. (In April 2016 rents reduced by 1%, whereas it was announced in October 

2017 that rents would return to CPI plus 1% from April 2020). Due to the increasing share of revenue 

from its non-social housing activities, Places for People has been able to cover its costs and remain 

financially strong.    

Places for People’s operations cover property and asset management services – from market rent 

and affordable housing, through to student and leasehold management. 

It also designs, builds and manages large-scale regeneration projects. These typically include a wide 

range of homes for both rent and purchase, both full sale and shared ownership. It also provides 

specific accommodation for students and seniors. 

Its social housing services cover the full spectrum including provision of housing for people with high 

needs, victims of domestic and family violence and people at risk of, or coming out of, homelessness. 

Non housing activities include the construction and management of leisure and recreation facilities 

as well as health and wellbeing programs. Places for People also operates a mortgage broking 

service as well as offering personal loans and insurance products. 

Tuesday 13 November 2018 

Site tour of Lendlease development of Elephant Park 

The Minister was taken on a tour of the transformative Lendlease Elephant Park development at 

Elephant and Castle by: 

Mr Paul King, Managing Director Sustainability and External Affairs – Europe 
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Ms Kristy Lansdown, Project Director 

Mr Jonathan Dobson, Public Affairs and Stakeholder Engagement Manager 

The Minister was also accompanied on this tour by Mr Mike Deeks CSC, Western Australia’s Agent 

General. 

Lendlease has been working in partnership with the Southwark Council to deliver a £2.3 billion 

regeneration project in Elephant and Castle since 2010. Elephant Park is part of the wider Elephant 

and Castle Opportunity Area and aims to be one of the most sustainable inner-city regeneration 

projects in the world. 

By 2025, it is envisaged that the project will create: 

 3,000 new homes, with a minimum of 25% being affordable; 

 over 6,000 new jobs, 5,000 during construction and 1,000 in the completed 

development; 

 new offices, leisure, community facilities and shops, a proportion of which will be let at 

affordable rents; 

 approximately £300 million invested in the area including public transport 

improvements and wider community facilities; and 

 new sustainability standards including a low carbon energy centre which are designed to 

make Elephant Park the UK’s first climate positive development. 

 

Thus far, nearly 900 homes have been completed and over 1,000 are under construction. 

Lendlease established Be Onsite, a not for profit body which assists disadvantaged people to get into 

and stay in long term work.  Since 2013, over 900 local residents have been employed with almost 

half of these having been previously unemployed. 
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A construction skills centre sits within the development. Opening in late 2016, it trained over 2,000 

people in its first year, preparing them for work in the construction industry and contributing to 

addressing the significant construction skills shortage in the UK. 

Early regeneration benefits were achieved by bringing in 38 shipping containers which provided pop 

up opportunities for start-up companies as well as a temporary library. 

 

Meeting with Agent General Mr Mike Deeks CSC and staff of the European office 

The Minister received a briefing on the European office’s operations.  A wide ranging discussion 

covered the trade opportunities for Western Australian companies throughout Europe in various 

industry sectors, particularly renewable energy, battery technology, marine and defence industries. 

Mr Deeks also outlined some of the activities his office facilitates to raise the market profile of 

Western Australian goods and services, including an annual wine tasting event where last year 34 

Western Australian wineries were represented.   

Wednesday 14 November 2018 

Meeting with Rt Hon John Healy MP, Shadow Minister for Housing  

The Minister met with the Rt Hon John Healy MP, the current Shadow Minister and former Minister 

for Housing in the UK Government. 

The Minister and Mr Healy shared information and views on issues ranging from the Grenfell Tower 

fire to Keystart, differing definitions of “affordable housing”, urban renewal, the community housing 

sector and methods of financing social and affordable housing. The Conservative Governments 

broadening of the definition of “affordable housing” to include homes let at 80% of market rents 

was an issue raised in this and later meetings. 
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In 2018, the UK Labour Party released Housing for the Many, a green paper which outlines a council 

housebuilding plan which aims to have 100,000 genuinely affordable homes built each year. Similar 

to Western Australia, workers on ordinary incomes are priced out of the housing market and it is 

providing opportunities for this ‘just coping’ class that is key to Labour’s plan. The plan also contains 

proposals for leading-edge design, energy efficiency, safety and smart technology standards. 

Although 1.2 million households are recorded on local authority housing waiting lists, the number of 

new Government –backed homes for social rent being started each year has plummeted from 

almost 40,000 homes to fewer than 1,000 in 2017. Labour proposes a new authority at the heart of 

Government, able to develop new policy and force the pace of new building.  A Labour government 

will facilitate development in the regions, encourage bids from councils and combined local 

authorities and support strategic partnerships with central Government to boost affordable 

housebuilding. 

Similar to the McGowan’s Government’s intentions with the Bentley 360 regeneration project, 

Labour proposes to make it a condition of estate regeneration schemes that there is at minimum, no 

loss of social housing. 

View Prime Minister’s Question Time, House of Commons, Westminster 

Prime Minister Theresa May answered questions from Members in the House of Commons. 

Questions particularly focused on the difficulties being experienced in finalizing a Brexit deal with 

the Cabinet, but Members also raised local issues including combating knife crime in London, 

childhood poverty, and UK trade policy as those issues impacted on their constituency. 

Meeting with National Housing Foundation 

The Minister met with Mr Simon Nunn, Executive Director of Member Services, National Housing 

Foundation. 

The National Housing Federation (NHF) is the peak body for social housing providers in England. It 

has more than 900 members who own and manage more than 90% of the country’s housing 

association properties (two and a half million dwellings which provide housing for more than five 

million people). 

The NHF is an active organisation which campaigns to keep the issue of housing access and 

affordability on the political agenda. Recognising the current and likely ongoing volatility of the 

political environment in the UK, the NHF seeks to keep housing associations’ interests central to 

housing policy development in partnership with key decision makers to ensure that the 2020 

election policy outcomes will hold no shocks for its members.  

The Federation had recently responded to the Government’s Green Paper on Social Housing and 

made recommendations regarding the provision of safe and secure homes for all residents; 

rebalancing the relationship between residents and landlords supported by good, proportionate 

regulation; increasing the supply of social housing; and tackling the stigmatisation of social housing 

tenants. 

Mr Nunn and the Minister shared their views on social and community housing, the challenges in 

delivering and maintaining stock and the similarities and differences between the UK and Australia. 
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Thursday 15 November 2018 

Meeting with The Housing Finance Corporation 

The Minister met with Mr Piers Williamson, the Chief Executive of The Housing Finance Corporation 

Limited. 

Established in 1987, THFC is the leading provider of aggregating funding services to the housing 

association sector. THFC aggregates the private finance requirements of housing associations so that 

those associations can gain access to financial markets on the most competitive terms. 

It obtains funds from bond issues and bank loans including funding from the European Investment 

Bank.  THFC raises funds for new developments, for maintenance or refurbishment of existing stock 

and urban regeneration. 

In many ways, THFC resembles the Australian Government’s National Housing Finance and 

Investment Corporation (NHFIC).  Mr Williamson has been a key advisor to the Australian 

Government on the establishment of the NHFIC and in particular its Affordable Housing Bond 

Aggregator (AHBA). Similar to THFC, AHBA aims to provide cheaper and longer-term secured loan 

finance for community housing by issuing bonds in capital markets. 

The Minister and Mr Williamson discussed the history of social housing in Britain, the establishment 

of THFC and the importance of an effective regulator of the housing association/community housing 

sector. Mr Williamson argues that the creation of commonality in standards of regulation is 

attractive to investment and this regulation must be independent of government.  

Friday 16 November and Saturday 17 November 2018 

Minister’s travel – London, England to Perth, Australia 
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Attachment 1 

Western Australian Centenary of Armistice Tour 

Daily reflections by tour participants.  These were completed by the rostered tour member/s as a 

recount and reflection on the day’s activities. 

 

 

Monday 5 November 2018 

Paris 

Today, we had the opportunity to explore Paris. The group visited Nôtre Dame, Les Invalides, the 

Eiffel Tower, and the Arc De Triomphe for the lighting of the Eternal Flame.  

 

The most significant learning experience from today was going to visit the Les Invalides Military 

History Museum and exploring historical turning points in both world wars from the perspective of a 

country other than Australia. It was also a great experience seeing the tomb of one of France’s most 

important war heroes; Napoleon Boneparte. This allowed the group to gain perspective of what 

helped to shape France’s national identity. 

 

Today was the first day that we spent the majority of the time as a large group. We travelled 

together and learnt more about each other’s specific interests regarding history. We learned about 

each other’s personalities, and gained valuable group problem solving skills. 

 

A humbling moment from today was seeing the uniforms worn and weaponry used during World 

War 1. This gave us a new perspective of the significance of events that still have relevance today.  

 

Lauren Barrie  

 

Tuesday 6 November 2018 

Compiègne 

Today we stood in the location the Armistice was signed at Compiègne, in what is now called The 

Glade of the Armistice. The Armistice came into force on the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th 

month. In the following years this carriage would see itself on display in Paris then returned to 

Compiègne where it would continue to be a monument of victory for the Allies. Until 1940 when 

Adolf Hitler and his entourage received the French surrender in WWII in the same location, in the 

same carriage. This carriage was then taken to Berlin and displayed across Germany, a symbol of 

revenge, finally being destroyed in 1945. This was an exploration of perspectives, from the French to 

the German and to our own, standing in this historical location, viewing the replica carriage and 

gaining important information at the museum. A remarkable experience. 

Following this, we visited the Mont Saint-Quentin battlefield. Standing on the battlefield of Mount 

Saint-Quentin was an enriching and powerful moment, as many of us commented. Away from the 

history textbook, we were able to see and feel a real battlefield. The Australian 2nd Division fought 

bravely and secured an important location. The British Army described this victory as the greatest 
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military achievement of the war. The soldiers yelled “like a lot of bushrangers” towards victory. 

Three soldiers were awarded a Victoria Cross, a testament of Australian spirit. 

 A moment of contemplation for us was looking at the remnants of a trench. Nature had retaken the 

land in which men fought, but deep grooves on the forest floor remain to tell a story. The ambience 

of the wind through trees and the songs of birds was a stark contrast to the previous sounds of 

shellfire. Following this, we saw the 2nd Division monument with the French and Australian flag 

flying in tandem. 

Karwin Murray 

 

Wednesday 7 November 2018 

Passchendaele Battlefield 

Today we visited a museum commemorating the Battle of Passchendaele, otherwise known as the 
Third Battle of Ypres.  
 
We were treated to a guided tour throughout the museum with a historian, where we were told 
tales of the heroism of Australian soldiers in defeating the Germans at the battle. We were also 
given the opportunity to walk through a recreated trench line, which was a very interesting and 
unique experience. 
 
We then participated in an immersive educational experience where we re-trod the steps of the 
Australian soldiers on the 4th of October 1917, during the battle where they pushed through to 
capture the German encampment at the Tyne Cott Cemetery. This experience was complete with 
full army uniform, rifles, gas masks and a lunch of bully beef stew that the soldiers would have eaten 
on the front. We marched in formation, carried out attack drills and practiced our grenade 
throwing.  
 
We completed the day by visiting the Tyne Cott Cemetery where 12,000 allied soldiers are buried 
and a further 35,000 of those missing are commemorated. This was a humbling and solemn moment 
and was the most significant experience of the day. To be able to walk as they walked and visit the 
place where they currently rest gave us some perspective around the immensity of the sacrifice they 
made to ensure the battle was won.  
 
Stefaan Bruce-Truglio 
 

 
Thursday 8 November 2019 
 
The Ypres Salient and Menin Gate 
 
We began our day by walking up to the New Zealand Messines Memorial situated on a bucolic 
Flanders landscape. 
 
The scene of a coordinated and meticulously planned Australian, British and New Zealand attack on 
the German Uhlan line was the beginning of new focused and managed tactics, regaining the 
strategic initiative in a gruelling war of attrition. 
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The difficulty of reconciling the natural beauty we would see, with what would have been western 
front battlefields, was a continual challenge that day as we next went to Hill 60.  Commonwealth 
tunnelers had successfully planted and detonated a 20,000 ton mine under German positions as part 
of a wider push that saw more than 20 such mines obliterate fortified positions and secure a decisive 
allied victory.  The tunneling was tough and dangerous, with both sides blowing out the others 
tunnels in hope of killing and disrupting efforts of enemy tunnelers.  The landscape of Hill 60 was 
described by Australian photographer Frank Hurley as  
 
" the most awful and appalling sight I have ever seen [...] here, the exaggerated machinations of hell 
are typified". 
 
Today the hill still bears the scars of those years, and although its bunkers and shell holes have been 
gradually covered by grass and trees, it is an easy task to envisage what would have been a lunar and 
pockmarked vista.  
 
After this we walked through Polygon Wood, scene of another Australian battle, that although 
determined a victory, resulted in 5000 casualties in a matter of hours. These casualties manifesting 
in the ordered row on row of white gravestones, standing to attention, at the cemeteries of Butte 
(home to the 5th Australian Division Memorial) and Essex Field Farm cemetery, where John Mcrae 
wrote in Flanders fields in 1915. We also went to the German Langemark cemetery, the final respite 
for 44,000 Germans, reposing amongst oak trees and fields. 
 
The final part of a moving day was the last post ceremony at the Menin Gate, a ceremony to honour 
the 50,000 soldiers missing in the Ypres Salient. A member of our group laid a wreath with Minister 
Tinley, as we all reflected on the sacrifices of that generation and our own fortune as the last post 
echoed through the night into Ypres.  
 
Rufus Morse 

 
Experiencing the Menin Gate ceremony is something that I have wanted to do for a long time, not 
because I thought that it would be fun, or because I wanted to be able to say that I’ve done it, but 
because I believe it is important to commemorate the sacrifice of those brave men whose names are 
written on this memorial.  
 
I have attended other commemorative events, but none so entrenched in emotive history.  There is 
something different, and somehow more powerful, about commemorating in the very place where 
thousands marched to fight for what they believed in, surrounded by the names of those who were 
lost in the struggle. The gate itself is far more magnificent than I had imagined from photographs, 
and walking under it and seeing the thousands upon thousands of names that have no known grave 
was a humbling experience. The ceremony was moving, and being able to look up at those names of 
missing soldiers to pay respects while the Last Post was playing was an incredible experience that I 
doubt I will have the opportunity to repeat. I would like to thank Minister Tinley for allowing me the 
opportunity to pay respects to those who made the ultimate sacrifice in such a poignant way.  
 
Enfys Jerwood 
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Friday 9 November 2018 

Bruges and Ypres 

On 9 November 2018 we started by visiting the city of Bruges, a town that was untouched by World 
War One due to its location well behind the front lines. Bruges is a stunning and picturesque city - 
full of grand old buildings with towering steeples, cobble streets, canals, white swans and, at this 
time of year, trees full of golden leaves making a carpet of gold along the paths. Bruges also has 
many quaint little shops with chocolate, fries, alcohol and Christmas decorations, the main items for 
sale. First we went on a boat ride through the canals, where we were able to see many of the sights 
of the city from a unique vantage point. Afterwards we had a lunch of Belgian Fries before climbing 
the 366 steps up the Belfry of Bruges. The view from the top of the Belfry was breathtaking, with the 
landscape stretching as far as the eye can see into the distance in all directions. We visited a number 
of Christmas and food shops, before trying delicious rich hot chocolate, in a country famous for it.  
 
After Bruges we went to Ypres, a town that as a juxtaposition to Bruges was near the front line for 
the entirety of World War One. As a consequence of that, it was pulverized into dust for four years 
by German guns. Despite this complete obliteration the city looks as if it has been standing for 
centuries, despite it having been completely rebuilt since the end of World War One. It was 
fascinating to see how the city has bounced back and recreated itself after complete devastation. 
Some scars of the destruction are still visible, with the gardens of the local cathedral containing 
some remnants of the original structure that stood before the War.  
 
To me, the most interesting part of Ypres is the Menin Gate, a grand imposing building that lists all 
of those Commonwealth soldiers whom have no known grave up to 15 August 1917. The list of 
names covers the walls of the Menin Gate on all sides by their battalion, and there is not much space 
left for any more names. This makes the Gate really confronting, as this enourmous building covered 
in the names of the missing is still not large enough to list the name of every soldier with an 
unknown grave. Even then, if all names of the missing were on the memorial it still would not even 
mention any of the hundreds of thousands who perished and are buried in a known grave. The sheer 
size of the sacrifice which the Menin Gate represents is horrifying in its scale and humbling in 
reminding me that all of these men died for a cause, and that we must ensure that we never forget 
that cause.  
 
Steven Morganti 
 

Saturday 10 November 2018  

The Somme 

Today was both jam-packed and humbling. A theme connecting all the sites covered was tactically 
questionable manoeuvres with huge human impact. 
 
We began in the fields of Fromelles, a site which defies you to leave with any impression but that of 
the futility of war. Over 19-20 July 1916, over 2000 Australian men lost their lives as they "went 
over" trench lines with absolutely no clear objectives and no artillery support - I can't imagine the 
feeling of being commanded (let alone obeying the order) to run headlong at the German line with 
no further information. The situation was in fact so dire that the German forces were embarrassed 
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by how easy it was proving to kill Australians, more like murder than warfare. However, their offer of 
ceasefire was rejected by an Australian general, and this resulted in devastating casualties. 
 
We next went to Pheasant Wood cemetery, where a mass grave was discovered in 2008 and 
hundreds of Australians identified. This year, the identity of a further nine men were uncovered, 
including Chinese Australian Charles Yeo. 
 
Meanwhile at Bullecourt, the landscape is completely unchanged. This site is where, in April and 
May 1917, Australian soldiers lost whatever faith they had in their British commanders and learned 
to hate tanks, which failed miserably to protect them. We paid our respects at the Slouch Hat 
Memorial and Australian Memorial Park. 
 
In the afternoon we saw the Thiepval Memorial, which lists the names of 72,000 missing soldiers 
from Britain and South Africa, lost as a result of the Battle of the Somme. Most of these men were 
lost in the first hours of an offensive beginning 1 July 1916 with 19,240 British soldiers were killed on 
"the bloodiest day of the British army". 
 
Finally, we visited the maze of trenches at the Newfoundland Memorial Park. It was very special to 
visit a site almost totally untouched, Newfoundland purchased the property in 1921 and so all 
trenches (including the infamous Y Ravine) are intact. 
 
What I'll take away from today, and from this trip more broadly, is that respect for Australia's fallen 
does not always necessitate travelling to the Western front. Rather, respect comes from making the 
effort to understand. To understand an experience so far from anything we have or will hopefully 
ever know firsthand. Striving for that understanding and inevitably gaining that respect is what 
commemorating is all about, now, and after the centenary. 
 
Natasha Meston 
 
 

 
Sunday 11 November 2018 
 
Centenary of Armistice 
 
It was a privilege to come together in France this morning to recognise the service and sacrifice of 
Australian servicemen and women over more than one hundred years of our military. On this day in 
1918, the guns of the Western Front fell silent and marked the end of Australia’s most costly conflict 
in history. 
 
From the summer of 1918, the five divisions of the Australian Corps had been at the forefront of the 
'100 days' which marked a turning point in the war. Beginning with their stunning success at the 
battle of Hamel in July, Australians helped to turn the tide of the war at Amiens in August, followed 
by the capture of Mont St Quentin and Péronne, and the breaching of German defences at the 
Hindenburg Line in September. By early October the exhausted Australians were withdrawn. 
 
Australians had suffered almost 60,000 casualties over four years. The social effects of these losses 
cast a long shadow over the postwar decades. 
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Our one minute’s silence at 11am was observed at the Australian National Memorial at Villers-
Bretonneux, in memory of those who have died or suffered in all wars and armed conflicts, and the 
families at home who have supported these Australians. 
Lest we forget. 
Natasha Meston 
 
The Villers-Bretonneux Centenary of Armistice Service on 11 November was an emotional and 
beautiful experience. The weather was dark, grey and raining which to me made the memory of the 
soldiers stronger as all the guests didn’t move, they stayed there and paid their respects despite 
their discomfort. In comparison, the soldiers endured years of discomfort in memory of the ideals of 
freedom and democracy. At the end of the service, I was given the opportunity to lay a wreath on 
behalf of the Australian Air Force Cadets. To walk up to Australia’s National War Memorial in France 
on the Centenary of the Armistice was a once in a lifetime experience which was very touching and 
something I will never forget. The service is something that will always remain in my mind and heart, 
everything about it was perfect. 
Steven Morganti 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

 
Our WWI soldiers were honoured today at the Australian Remembrance Day ceremony at Villers-
Bretonneux, France. It was an honour to be among the thousands who attended. My fingers were 
frosted as the cold winds blew against the rain droplets on my face. I was overcome with emotion as 
the names of fallen soldiers were called out. What struck me was just how young they were, some 
younger than I. It was a moving experience attending the ceremony. Seeing their proud faces in their 
uniforms took me back to certain aspects of the tour particularly parts where we walked on 
battlefields, Bullecourt, Mont Saint Quentin and Fromelles. Many men are still buried there, 
underneath my footsteps. But along the walls of the Australian Memorial I am witness to their 
names and I understand their sacrifice more in this moment than I had before. 
Karwin Murray  
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Today marks one hundred years since the signing of the Armistice ending World War One. On the 
11th of November 1918 at 11am the brutal fighting finally came to a close. It was an absolute 
privilege for us as young Western Australians to attend the Centenary of Armistice Commemoration 
at the Villers-Bretonneux, Australian National Memorial. It was a moving tribute to the fallen and 
one we will never forget. The service made me reflect that not only must we remember the fallen, 
but we must also honour their sacrifice by continuing to work together to maintain a peaceful world. 
The knowledge that over 60,000  Australians and millions more across all nations were killed is a 
stark reminder that the mistakes of the past should not be repeated 
Stefaan Bruce-Truglio 
 

______________________________________________________ 
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Today we walked the Poziéres battlefields, where it is said the most Australian blood was shed in the 
war. As we walked the muddy roads, through vast open fields, it was eye-opening to imagine 100 
years ago that soldiers were running over the crest to what could be their deaths. It was a moving 
experience, and having walked paths that had been rained on recently, also taught us a lot about the 
real dangers of mud. 
Erin Ewens  
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

 
Lochnagar Crater of La Beiselle  
The Lochnagar Crater was formed in 1916 created by detonation of a mine under the German Front 
Line. It was the largest of 17 mines that exploded on the first day of the battle of the Somme. The 
impact of the devastation was far beyond anything we had seen before. It highlighted the 
significance of mines in warfare throughout World War I. 
Lauren Barrie 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

 
We walked over the battlefields that Australians had fought hard for in 1917 at a high human cost. 
Poorly planned and ill managed, it was one of the most costly actions of the war by Australians and 
other participating troops. The landscape itself devoid of any features that would confer a tactical 
advantage, instead lending an advantage to the defenders who securely beat off successive attacks.  
I felt quite lucky to have walked through an area that, to this day, remains the final resting place of 
so many Australian, British and Canadian soldiers. 
Rufus Morse 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

 
There’s something to be said about the emotion of walking across a battlefield. Today, on 
Remembrance Day, we walked over the killing fields of Pozières, and drove through the site of the 
Somme Offensive. Our feet passed over hallowed ground, walking upon the graves of who knows 
how many men, and not just those of Australians or other allied soldiers, but of course Germans as 
well. All of those brave people, some so very young, fighting to survive and for what they believed in. 
So much death occurred on that very ground, where the only evidence of their struggle is the iron 
harvest and the memorials scattered across the landscape. There are some scars remaining, such as 
the Lochnagar Crater, but the majority of those have been clinically preserved.  
 
In most places, the land has been affected by the ever marching progress of time. One hundred 
years have passed since the guns fell silent, but even though those missing men lie under the 
ground, below paths and roads and fields of turnips, they have not been forgotten, and they will 
never be. As humbling and haunting as it was to think about the blood that had coursed through 
those fields, the emotion was tinged with hope, because we were there, and we were thinking of 
them; and that, I think, is more important than any headstone.  
 
Enfys Jerwood 
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Monday 12 November 2018 
 
The Somme to Paris 
 
On our final day of the tour, we began at Adelaide Cemetery where we visited the site of the grave 
of the unknown soldier, now resting at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. We visited Victoria 
School, and viewed the museum and “Do Not Forget Australia” signage. From there, we went to the 
Australian War Memorial at Villers-Brettoneux. We toured the Sir John Monash Centre and climbed 
the memorial tower and admired the expansive views of what was once the site of such bloodshed 
and battle. We then explored the Le Hamel battleground and memorial, before visiting cemeteries 
where loved ones of tour members lie. 
 
It was a pleasant way to end an interesting and valuable tour. We were able to visit final cemeteries 
and memorials, and see one last battleground. The SJMC was highly immersive and engaging, 
including an interactive movie experience. The Australian War Memorial yielded both an 
outstanding view of the surroundings and a sobering reminder of the loss of war. To see the 
thousands of names of the missing, commemorated with wreaths and personal tributes shows the 
gratitude and dedication of Australians to our fallen troops. 
 
To conclude the day and the tour, we attended a river cruise dinner with the other Mat McLachlan 
tour participants. It was good to reflect on the tour with others who had participated in similar tours.  
 
The final full day of our tour was educational, enjoyable, and a nice way to end what has been an 
amazing opportunity. We entered this trip as eight nervous young people wanting to learn more 
about the First World War, and leave a group with countless inside jokes, friendships, and with 
memories of an experience incomparable to any other. 
 
Erin Ewens 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Attachment 2 

Speech - Centenary of the First World War Armistice reception- France 

 

His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) 

Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 

Address at the Australian Embassy, Paris 

Sunday, 11 November 2018 

 

On the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month, 1918, the Armistice was signed. 

The roar, sights and sounds of war subsided. 

The countryside returned to nature. 

The sodden earth was relieved from the burden of falling men and the seeping stain of their blood. 

The skies were no longer ablaze and blackened. 

And this Great War, this madness, this travesty of humanity finally ended. 

Thank God it did. 

Earlier today I represented Australia at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, under the Arc de 

Triomphe, with representatives from over one hundred countries who fought in this war.  

We can only imagine the absolute relief felt by all those soldiers for whom death had been a 

constant and imminent companion. 

The celebrations, tempered by the sombre regret that such a war had ever happened at all. 

We can only think: 

 What it must have been like for mothers to kiss the cheeks of sons they feared they’d never 

see again. 

 For Australians, many of these kisses needed to wait months before war weary families were 

at last reunited. 

 I am sure the handshakes of usually stoic fathers turned to tears and great big bear hugs. 

 Husbands, wives and children, safe and together once more, as it should always be. 

 

But sadly, for many, peace came too late. 

War stole lives, souls, and futures, capturing them in foreign lands, burying them forever in foreign 

soils. 

The toll—some 60,000 Australians, over 700,000 British, and a staggering 10 million on all sides. 

Millions more were wounded or maimed—their lives destined never to be the same again. 
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And for those at home left to carry on, the Armistice was bittersweet—welcome—but tinged with 

the pain and regret that it came too late to save their loved ones. 

When peace came, Australians found that we had changed, that our nation had changed. 

Through the trials of war, that searing examination of spirit and character, we discovered a new 

sense of self, a new sense of our place in the world. 

Our young nation had matured. 

Now resonating with our own distinct strength and resilience. 

Buoyed by loyalty and unity, sharing in that triumph of principles over oppression. 

Matured by experience, tempered by grief. 

For all its tragedy, for all it took away, war gave us these things. 

Today a century on, each of us are left with our own thoughts and prayers. 

Together we acknowledge the rare, selfless sacrifice of a generation who answered the coo-ee call 

and fought, lived and died for each other, for us. 

We honour those who, far from home, confronted by unimaginable adversity showed a character as 

unique to Australia as gum trees, drought, and days at the beach. 

When we talk of what it is to be Australian, the mateship, the sense of a fair go and the idea that 

everyone is valued, we saw it revealed here in its most expressive form. 

So today, here in Paris, along with our great friends and lasting ally, the people and nation of France 

we remember this long ended, but not forgotten, war. 

As we do so, we also know that this cannot be enough. 

How could it be—the scale of the loss and tragedy was so immense. 

But remembrance, respect and reverence are all we have to venerate the past. 

So we offer it, absolutely and unreservedly, to those diggers past and to those who serve today—it is 

all we can do. 

But as we turn our inherited knowledge and our wisdom and determination to shape the future for 

ourselves and our descendants, we can rightly proclaim—never again. 

We can endlessly proclaim, lest we forget. 

(End) 


