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Question: Comparison of the hreakdoMm of palliative care specialists in other states per
100,000 people, including information about other palliative resourcing when compared with
other states.

Answer. Table 1 highlights employed specialist palliative medicine physicians, average total
hours worked per week, FTE and FTE per 100,000 population for all states and territories.
The data is available for 2016.

Table 2 highlights employed palliative care nurses, average total hours worked per week, FTE
and FTE per 100,000 population for all states and territories. The data is available for 2016.

Table 1:
Employed specialist palliative medicine physicians, avera e total hours worked per
week, FTE and FTE per 100,000 population, states and territories, 2016

State or territory FTE number
FTE per
100,000

population 
New South Wales 78.3 1.0
Victoria 40.6 0.7
Queensland 45.4 0.9
Western Australia 20.8 0.8
South Australia 16.4 1.0
Tasmania 7.9 1.5
Australian Capital Territory 7.7 1.9
Northern Territory 4.6 1.9

Total 221.6 0.9

(a) Crude rates are based on the preliminary Australian estimated resident population
as at 30 June 2016. See Technical Information.

(b) Numbers and percentages may not sum to the total due to missing data, rounding
and/or suppression due to confidentiality.

Notes:
1 FTE based on a 38 hour standard working week.
2 Data was extracted using the Health Workforce Data Tool (HWDT) as at 21 January

2018. There may be some differences between the data here and that published
elsewhere due to different calculation or estimation methodologies or extraction date.
The HWDT uses a randomisation technique to confidentialise small numbers. This
can result in differences between the column sum and total and small variations in
numbers from one data extract to another.

Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, Palliative Care Services Workforce Report 2019.



Table 2:
Employed palliative care nurses, average total hours worked per week, FTE and ETE
per 100,000 population, states and territories, 2016

Palliative care nurses

State or territory FTE
FTE per 100,000

population  
New South Wales 896.9 11.6
Victoria 794.1 12.9
Queensland 582.0 12.0
Western Australia 293.7 11.5
South Australia 196.6 11.5
Tasmania 95.0 18.4
Australian Capital Territory 60.3 14.9
Northern Te itory 26.2 10.7
Total 2945.9 12.2

(a) Crude rates are based on the preliminary Australian
estimated resident population as at 30 June 2016. See
Technical Information.

(b) Numbers and percentages may not sum to the total due to missing data, rounding and/or
confidentialisation.

Notes:

1 FTE based on a 3 8 hour standard working week.
2 Data was extracted using the Health Workforce Data Tool (HWDT) as at 21 January

2018. There may be some differences between the data here and that published
elsewhere due to different calculation or estimation methodologies or extraction date.
The HWDT uses a randomisation technique to confidentialise small numbers. This
can result in differences between the column sum and total and small variations in
numbers from one data extract to another.

So rce: National Health Workforce Data Set 2016.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, Palliative Care Services Workforce Report 2019.

Information about palliative resourcin  when compared with other states
It is important to note that Western Australia is unique amongst the States and Territories
because for over three decades, WA Health has worked in partnership with Silver Chain to
provide home-based, multi-disciplinary, support in the metropolitan area. Silver Chain
Hospice Care Service (HCS) provides care for an average 680 clients per day. Over 74% of
HCS patients are able to die at home compared with the National average of 14%.1 2

1 Silver Chain, Submission to Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices, 23 October 2017.
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