
Notification under the 
Financial Management Act 2006 Section 82(1)(a) 

Pursuant to Section 82(1)(a) and 82 (2) of the Financial Management Act 2006, I notify 
both houses of my decision that it is reasonable and appropriate to provide a redacted 
copy of a report requested by Hon Martin Aldridge in question on notice 2187 asked 4 
June 2019. 

The Member asked: 

(1) Will the Minister please table the "Study on Improvements in WA Agriculture Digital
Connectivity Infrastructure" commissioned by Department of Primary Industries
and Regional Development at a cost of $70, 159?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

Information in the tabled report was redacted on the basis that 
• it was provided to the author of the report on a confidential basis by third parties;
• it would reveal a deliberative process of Government, certain parts are commercially

sensitive;
• it is of commercial value to various counterparties who have been specifically

identified; and
• disclosure would cause unreasonable detriment to the owner of the information or

other party, as they were provided with an understanding that it is confidential.

I have specifically considered the public interest in accountability and the inherent public 
interest in the provision of information to Parliament. 

I have also considered the specific harm to the commercial counterparties that disclosure 
might cause, as it could jeopardise their positions in respect of their compliance and 
disclosure obligations. After careful consideration of all the issues, the potential prejudice 
that will result from the disclosure of the information in this case is of such a magnitude 
that the information should not be disclosed notwithstanding the competing public interests. 

I am of the view that disclosure of the majority of the report with redaction of selected 
elements will ensure transparency and accountability as far as possible in the public 
interest, without causing unreasonable detriment to all commercial counterparties. 

A copy of this notification is also being provided to the Auditor General in accordance with 
the requirements of the Financial Management Act 2006 section 82(1 )(b). 
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