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Dear Premier 

The Australian Government's response to the COVID-19 pandemic has focused on reducing 
the spread of the virus in Australia and saving lives. 

Our response has included taking decisive action to close our borders to all non-citizens and 
non-residents from 20 March 2020, and requiring all subsequent travellers arriving in 
Australia to undertake mandatory 14 day self-isolation at designated facilities from 29 March 
2020. 

These measures were appropriately targeted and prior to the suspension of international 
flights into Melbourne, provided a pathway for a significant number of Australians to return 
home. 

The subsequent introduction of international passenger arrival caps, at the request of 
jurisdictions including W estem Australia, was also a necessary measure in order to manage 
and maintain quarantine arrangements. 

However, the caps have severely constrained the ability of Australians to return home. There 
are still a significant number of Australians overseas. In some cases these individuals are 
facing personal hardship in some locations overseas, with increased distress after the 
cancellation of flights and flight bookings. 

The Australian Government has announced support to those most in need through the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) with a Hardship Program providing loans 
to help cover the cost of temporary accommodation and daily living expenses. Loans are also 
being made available to help those most vulnerable purchase tickets for commercial flights. 

Our goal remains to get as many Australians home as soon as possible and at the National 
Cabinet meeting on 4 September 2020, all jurisdictions agreed to work with the 
Commonwealth to boost capacity for international arrivals into Australia where possible. 

• This is critically important as we work towards a shared goal of re-opening by Christmas .
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The cap of 525 passengers per week for Perth was implemented on 13 July 2020 and is due to 
expire on Saturday 24 October 2020. This cap was implemented by the Commonwealth under 
the Air Navigation Regulations 2016 based on advice on quarantine capacity and associated 
resources from your Government. I note that this cap reflected the maximum amount of 
returning Australians per week you were willing to accept. 

In the time since the introduction of international passenger arrival caps, Australia has made 
significant progress in not only curbing the spread of the virus but managing further 
outbreaks. 

As National Cabinet agreed, we are now in a position to increase the number of Australians 
who can return home and the e-ommonwealth is proposing to increase the international 
passenger arrivals cap by 500 passengers per week into Perth (to a total of 1,025 passengers 
per week) by no later than 28 September 2020. At this new level, Western Australia would be 
receiving a third of the number of Australians returning home via Sydney on a weekly basis. 

This increase will see more Western Australians able to return home as quickly as possible 
while providing adequate time for airlines to scale up bookings, and your Government to put 
in place appropriate arrangements to accommodate these people as they arrive home. 

Support to bring more Australians home has already been received from South Australia and 
New South Wales, which continues to manage the large majority ofreturning Australians. 

I have also asked the Premier of Victoria to specify a plan for the safe and gradual lifting of 
international arrival caps into Melbourne, as soon as possible. 

The Australian Government will continue to work with W estem Australia and other 
jurisdictions to manage and maintain quarantine arrangements whilst supporting the safe and 
timely return of Australians. 

Subject to reviews by National Cabinet, further increases will be made to international 
passenger arrival caps with the aim ofremoving them altogether before the end of the year. 

In accordance with the decision of National Cabinet, I have written in similar terms to other 
jurisdictions. 

I have also copied this letter to the Prime Minister, the Hon Scott Morrison MP, the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, the Minister for Home Affairs, the Hon 
Peter Dutton MP, and to the Western Australia Minister for Transport and Planning, the Hon 
Rita Saffioti MLA. 

Yours sincerely 

Michael McCormack 


