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Recommendation 1: DMIRS should explore all options to require interstate 
applicants to provide evidence of National Police Clearance checks. 

Supported in principle 

All practitioners registered in Western Australia (WA), including those who were initially 
registered through mutual recognition legislation, are required to provide a National 
Police Clearance (NPC) upon renewal of their registration every three years.   

The objective of Commonwealth mutual recognition legislation is to ensure that 
persons licensed or registered in one Australian state or territory are entitled to be 
issued with registration in all other states or territories without having to meet any 
additional requirements.  

NPCs are not required in any other Australian jurisdiction for applicants for permits or 
licences. 

The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS) has been advised 
that it is unlawful to require applicants for initial registration, under mutual recognition, 
from other Australian states and territories to provide an NPC.  DMIRS will continue to 
give consideration to this recommendation. 

Recommendation 2: DMIRS should by December 2020 publicly establish firm 
timelines and expectations for completing online licensing systems. 

Supported in principle 

DMIRS is currently developing its long-term strategic IT systems plan for all 
occupational licences. This planning is complex and has incorporated lessons learned 
from previous attempts to implement an on-line licensing system in 2014.    

Timing of delivery of projects associated with IT systems program will be determined 
through a project prioritisation process and the availability of funding.   

DMIRS will publish timeframes as soon as practicable once this process has been 
completed. 

Recommendation 3: DMIRS should establish a clear and reportable program 
for finalising the reform program established in 2011. 

Supported in principle 

Four of the initiatives from the reform program are now being progressed as part of the 
broader reforms to building legislation initiated following the Government’s 
commitment to implement the recommendations from the national Building Confidence 
Report released by the Building Ministers Forum in 2018.   

These reforms are: ‘registration of technical specialists’; ‘tiered registration of builders’; 
‘uniform coverage’; and ‘risk-based regulation’. 

Consultation Regulatory Impact Statements canvassing public comment on proposed 
reforms have already been released for industry comment.   
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DMIRS will publish a plan on its website showing the progress to date and the next 
steps for these reforms. 

The following initiatives, ‘electronic lodgement of building approvals’ and ‘permit 
authority reporting’ will not be progressed. Following the completion of a feasibility 
analysis by DMIRS, it has been determined that these initiatives are not supported by 
local government and not practically viable.    

 

Recommendation 4: DMIRS should establish clear timelines for a full 
legislative review. 

Supported in principle 

Statutory reviews of the Building Services (Registration) Act 2011 (WA), the Building 
Services (Complaint Resolution and Administration) Act 2011 (WA) and the Building 
Act 2011 (WA) (collectively known as the ‘Building Services Acts’) were due to 
commence in 2017/18.   

Following the release of the Building Confidence Report, commissioned by the Building 
Ministers Forum, which made comprehensive recommendations for all States and 
Territories to reform existing legislation to strengthen compliance with building 
standards, the Government responded by approving the deferral of the statutory 
reviews of the Building Services Acts to instead focus on implementing the 
recommendations from the Building Confidence Report.  

Implementing these recommendations involves a comprehensive review of 
fundamental parts of the Building Services Acts. 

DMIRS will publish a plan on its website showing the progress to date and the next 
steps for the reforms to the Building Services Acts underway.    

 

Recommendation 5: The Minister should determine what funds allocated for 
the 2011 reform project have been applied to other activities, and what 
implication this has on DMIRS’ ability to finalise the outstanding reforms. 

Supported  

As outlined in DMIRS’s submission to the Committee on 19 May 2020, additional funds 
to support the 2011 reform projects were to have been raised through an increase to 
the Building Services Levy (BSL) in 2015. It was originally forecast the increase in BSL 
would deliver $14 million in additional funds over five financial years. Due to the 
significant decline in the number of building approvals since 2015, the increase in the 
rate of the levy yielded only an additional $6.05 million.   

These funds were used to progress parts of the 2011 reform program, as well as other 
high priority building-related initiatives, including the cladding audit and subcontractor 
protections.   

The use of the additional levy funding arising for other projects has no financial 
implications for DMIRS’ ability to finalise the current reforms underway. 
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Recommendation 6: DMIRS should ensure it has clear processes established 
for seeking ministerial or Cabinet approval for the reallocation of specified 
funds. 

Supported 

DMIRS will ensure appropriate Ministerial or Cabinet approval is obtained for future 
funding reallocations to meet changes in priorities.    
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