
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Question On Notice

Tuesday, 11 February 2020

2764. Hon Martin Aldridge to the Minister for Re ional Development representing the
Minister for Youth

I refer to the Minister s visit to the Agricultural Region on 30 January 2020, and I ask:
(a) please provide an unredacted copy of the Minister's itinerary and travel ar angements;
(b) please provide all briefing notes and advice provided to the Minister in relation to
meetings, functions and other commitments undertaken by the Minister;
(c) who accompanied the Minister during the visit and at each meeting, function or other
commitments undertaken by the Minister; and
(d) on what date, at what time and by what means were the following local members of
Parliament notified of the Minister’s visit:
(i) Hon Martin Aldridge MLC;
(ii) Hon Colin de Grussa MLC;
(iii) Hon Laurie Graham MLC;
(iv) Hon Rick Mazza MLC;
(v) Hon Jim Chown MLC;
(vi) Hon Darren West MLC; and
(vii) Hon Mia Davies MLA?

(a) A copy of the day sheet which includes the itinerary is attached. The Minister drove
himself on the visit.

[See tabled paper.]

(b) [See tabled paper.]

(c) The following attended all events on the day:

The Hon. Darren West MLC, Member for Agricultural Region
The Hon. Laurie Graham MLC, Member for Agricultural Region
Alyesha Anderson, Senior Media Adviser
Amy Cowdell, Senior Policy Adviser
Emma Collyer, Senior Policy Adviser

(d) Members (i), (ii), (iv), (v) and (vii) were not notified of the visit as it was undertaken
upon the invitation of the Rural Water Council apd the Hon. Darren West MLC and the Hon.

Answer

Laurie Graham MLC.
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Rural Water Council of WA (Inc)

Special General Meeting to be held at the Bilya Koort Boodja Centre for Noongar Culture and Environment
Minson Avenue, Northam

Thursday 30 January 2020, commencing at 9:30 am

Agenda

1 OPENING & WELCOME

Acknowledgement to County

2 ATTENDANCE & APOLOGIES

2.1 Attendance
The following have confirmed
Mr Lawrie Short
Cr Kylie Hughes
Cr John Curtis
Mr Peter Stuart
Cr Jan Court
Cr Frank Johnson
Mr Aaron Cook
Cr Rodney Sheen
Mr Peter Bentley
Mr Darren Simmons
Cr Ross Chappell
Cr Julie Flockart
Cr Romolo Patroni
Mr  ark Dacombe
Cr Julie Thomas
CrTony Sachse
Cr Tanya Gibson
Mr John Nuttall
Cr Peter Lines
Cr Eileen O Connell
Cr Rosemary Madacsi
Cr Stephanie Penn
Cr Ross Della Bosca
Mr Stuart Taylor
Cr Denis Warnick
Cr David Wallace
Mr David Smith
Ms Elise Woods
Robert Dew

their attendance -
President
Shire of Chittering
Shire of Chittering
Executive Manager Development Services, Shire of Chittering
Shire of Gingin
Shire of Gingin
CEO, Shire of Gingin
Shire of Goomalling
CEO, Shire of Goomalling
CEO, Shire of Koorda
Shire of Lake Grace
Shire of Merredin
Shire of Merredin
A/CEO, Shire of Merredin
Shire of Moora
Shire of Mount Marshal
Shire of Mount Marshall
CEO, Shire of Mount Marshall
Shire of Narembeen
Shire of Nungarin
Shire of Toodyay
Shire of Victoria Plains
Shire of Westonia
CEO, Shire of Wongan-Ballidu
Shire of York
Shire of York

Regional Manager Avon, Wheatbelt Development Commission
Executive Officer

2.2 Apolo ies
Mr Matthew Gilfellon CEO, Shire of Chittering
Cr Len Armstrong Shire of Lake Grace
Mr Norm Smith

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

4 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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5 BUSINESS

5.1 Applications for Membershi 
Applications for membership have been received from the Shire of Chittering and the Shire of Gingin.

Recommendation
That the applications from the Shire of Chittering and the Shire of Gingin for membership of the
Group be approved.

5.2 Matters to be Discussed with Minister for Water
Brief consideration on the matters put forward for discussion with the Minister and allocation of lead
delegate(s) to speak on each matter.

The following matters have been submitted and forwarded to the Minister s office -

• Farm water audits - The continuing need for funding for farm water audits and the need to highlight
the benefits water audits have and the water savings that can be achieved particularly as funding
schemes to assist in implementing works identified by farm water audits have closed.

• Closure of the Farm Water Rebates Scheme and Pastoral Water Grant Scheme. These schemes
made a valuable contribution to water supply improvements and water efficiency in the dryland
agricultural and pastoral regions. Need for the schemes to be reinstated in future State
Government budgets.

• Local government owned fixed standpipes pricing policy - Concerns with the way the change in
policy was implemented, the timeline for its introduction and the impact on communities of the
steep increase in fees which, in many cases, resulted in standpipes being locked.

• Cost recovery of license fees - Concern that State Government license fees are increasingly tied to
a cost recovery model which puts further financial strain on local government.

• Community Water Supply Grant Program - Need for certainty as to the continuation and level of
funding under this program, particularly due to the time required to prepare and organise project
submissions.

• Farmlands project - Due to the success of this project that every endeavour be made to continue
the program.

• Delays in transfer of AA tanks to local governments due to Native Title.

• Sewerage - Lack of funding for the Water Corporation to put in sewerage systems and the limit this
puts on development.

• Reticulated Water - Lack of funding for the Water Corporation to put in reticulated water and the
limit this puts on development.

• Is there any likelihood of additional water being required from the  Dinner Hill  Aquifers
(Leederville/Pamellia/Yarragadee) west of Moora to an area East of Badgingarra, for the Perth
Metropolitan area?

• Substantial horticulture areas (citrus, stone fruit and potatoes) have already been established in
the area referred to in the above dot point and it is understand that new research in the area
indicates more projects would be viable. Is there a plan to increase or otherwise encourage
investment in that area by increasing water allocation limits?

• In regard to the reserve for the metropolitan area, is there an opportunity to re-evaluate that
percentage to be able to encourage High Intensity Agriculture use?

• Would it be possible to offer an incentive to farmers/producers to be water conservative without
losing or compromising their allocation so that more water can be released?

• For situations such as the couple of farms that are selling water to Coca-Cola in large volumes -
essentially, they have no employees, they're not producing anything and not really spending
money in the Shire; should they be rated the same as everybody else? Could this be classed as
an extractive industry?
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• On-selling of water licenses, instead of resumption of them by DWER, when license owners don't
need the water has created a trade-able license. What is the Water Corporation doing about this
matter?

• If water reduction is the true aim what is the Water Corporation doing to incentivise the license
holders to return portions of their license?

• Is the State Government intending to invest in creating High Tech Education Area that will
showcase what can be done with less water to prove to producers that water use can be
significantly less and then assist producers to change?

• We are aware that an assessment has been undertaken on bore holes in the Gingin/Moora area to
look at water availability and the current allocations across the area. When will these findings be
released?

• Attendance at Rural Water Council meetings by officers from the Minister's Office. Past Ministers
for Water had arranged for an officer from their office to regularly attended meetings of the Rural
Water Council. This proved to be extremely beneficial in the exchange of information and in
prompt advice on policy and non-operational matters raised at meetings.

5.3 Meetin  with Minister for Water
The Minister is schedule to meet with us at 10:00 am. Morning tea will be available at this time.

The Minister has to leave at 11:30 am to travel to Muresk to tour the pilot desalination plant.

5.4 Discussion on Outcomes of Meeting with Minister for Water
Brief discussion on the outcomes of the meeting with the Minister for Water and any follow up actions
required to be taken.

5.5 Accounts for Payment
The following accounts are presented for payment -

Payee For Amount

Accounts to be Paid

Biiya Koort Boodja Centre

Lucy s Tea Rooms

TOTAL (including GST) $352.50

Venue Hire (inc tea & coffee)
(Note this is an estimate only and
final account may vary) 172.50

Morning Tea 180 00

Recommendation
That the accounts as listed above, totalling $352.50 be passed for payment.

6 CLOSURE



Agency ref No: DWERMW0028/20 Ministerial ref No: 75-10602

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MI ISTER FOR WATER
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation

Meeting with the Rural Water Council of WA - 30 January 2020

Background
The Rural Water Council was established in the early 1950s and incorporated in 1955.
The Council is made up of a number of Shire representatives and while Dumbleyung and
Lake Grace Shires are members, the majority are from Shires in the mid to northern
dryland agricultural region. The group has a range of objectives and purposes listed in
Attachment 1.

The Rural Water Council meets three times a year and updates are provided to the
members by the Water Corporation with focus on regional scheme water supply
management, and by the Department of Water and Environmental Regulations with focus
on the Rural Water Program. Regional reports are provided from various delegates.

Current situation

• The Rural Water Council invited you to attend its meeting to be held in Northam on 30
January 2020.

• Various delegates from the Council have provided the Department and the Water
Corporation a list of 19 items they would like to have addressed at the meeting.

• The items and responses are provided at attachment 2.

• The major issues raised by the Council at previous meetings in 2019 related to the
ceasing of the State administered Farm Water Rebate Scheme, and the policy and
pricing of fixed scheme standpipes across the region. These issues have also been
raised for a response at the meeting on 30 January 2020.

• Ms Tracy Calvert, Manager Rural Water Planning, and Mr Jason Moynihan, Acting
Executive Director Regional Delivery, from the Department will also be attending this
meeting.

• The Rural Water Program report will be tabled at the meeting by Ms Calvert and is at
attachment 3.

Recommendation

That you note this information.

Mike Rowe NOTED
DIRECTOR GENERAL
28/01 / 2020

Hon Dave Kelly MLA
MINISTER FOR WATER

/ /2020

Prepared by:
Jason Moynihan

Position Title:
Acting Executive Director, Regional Delivery

Contact:
6364 7549



ATTACHMENT 1
DWERMW28/20

Rural Water Council of WA Objectives and Purposes

Objectives and purposes of the Rural Water Council (as revised in 2011) are to:
• raise awareness of water supply issues relating to farmland and communities in

rural and dryland agricultural areas;
• endeavour to obtain equitable distribution state wide of funds for water supply

improvement to minimise the difficulty caused by the inadequate domestic,
spraying and stock water in dryland agricultural areas;

• work with all relevant Government agencies, water advisory groups and other
stakeholders to encourage and support research and development to optimise
alternative management and use of water supplies;

• raise awareness of the need to improve and maintain rural and town water
supplies and infrastructure;

• contribute to regional planning and policies relating to the allocation and use of
water resources in rural and dryland agricultural areas;

• represent the water needs of our member communities;
• raise awareness of the need to effectively manage water resources; and
• provide input to and seek membership of appropriate water advisory groups and

the like.

Current members are the Shires of Dandaragan, Dumbleyung, Goomalling, Koorda,
Lake Grace, Merredin, Moora, Mount Marshall, Mukinbudin, Narembeen, Nungarin,
Victoria Plains, Westonia, Wongan-Ballidu and York and a number of individual
persons. Although the majority of members are currently local governments,
membership is open to any person, association, organisation, public body, local
government or regional group of local governments. The Department, Water
Corporation, Wheatbelt Development Commission, Department of Primary Industries
and Regional Development (Agriculture) and Wheatbelt NRM also participate as
observers.

Page 1 of 1



ATTACHMENT 2
DWERMW28/20

Rural Water Council Questions and Responses

Item: Farm water audits - The continuing need for funding for farm water
audits and the need to highlight the benefits water audits have and the water
savings that can be achieved particularly as funding schemes to assist in
implementing works identified by farm water audits have closed.

Response: The Farm Water Supply Planning Scheme remains open and
allows farmers to obtain a comprehensive water audit of their property and
ensures that they have plans to improve their own water efficiency. The
maximum rebate for this scheme has been increased from $500 to $1000.
Participation in this scheme is encouraged, however few farmers have taken
up the scheme since the closure of the Farm Water Rebate Scheme. The
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation will continue to promote
the program.

• Item: Closure of the Farm Water Rebates Scheme and Pastoral Water Grant
Scheme. These schemes made a valuable contribution to water supply
improvements and water efficiency in the dryland agricultural and pastoral
regions. Need for the schemes to be reinstated in future State Government
budgets.

Response: The Farm Water Rebate Scheme and the Pastoral Water Grant
Scheme were available since 1996 to raise awareness and provide practical
support in farming communities and at this stage there are no plans to
reinstate this program.

The State Government is, however, currently administering the three year
National On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate Scheme. This
rebate scheme covers the costs associated with the purchase and installation
of on-farm infrastructure for animal welfare needs to improve resilience
against livestock water deficiency. The rebate is 25 per cent of the cost of
purchase, delivery and installation to install water infrastructure with a
maximum rebate of $25 000.

While Commercial horticulture (permanent plantings) has been recently added
to the scheme, the Commonwealth has reduced the total scheme funding
allocated to WA from $4.6 million to $4 million. This is from the $63 million
national funding available for the scheme ($50 million initially, plus $13 million
top-up when expanded to horticulture).

The State Government is in discussions with the Commonwealth about
increasing funding to accommodate the interest and uptake of the scheme in
WA, as the currently allocated funding is not sufficient to meet the demand for
water infrastructure for livestock welfare alone, without expansion to include
horticulture.

i



ATTACHMENT 2
DWERMW28/20

Item: Local government owned fixed standpipes pricing policy - Concerns
with the way the change in policy was implemented, the timeline for its
introduction and the impact on communities of the steep increase in fees
which, in many cases, resulted in standpipes being locked.

Response: The Water Corporation has provided its response directly to the
Minister s office.

Item: Cost recovery of l cence fees - Concern that State Government licence
fees are increasingly tied to a cost recovery model which puts further financial
strain on local government.

Response: The only water licence fees being charged are for public water
supply and the mining industries. Local governments do not pay any fees for
water licence assessments. The Minister for Water announced in early 2019
that the State Government was not expanding water licence fees to other
industries/activities.

Refer also to information provided by the Water Corporation for the previous
question.

Item: Community Water Supply Grant Program - Need for certainty as to the
continuation and level of funding under this program, particularly due to the
time required to prepare and organise project submissions.

Response: The Community Water Supply Program will continue. This
strategic investment supports the development of emergency community
water supply infrastructure to develop better community water supplies in
areas that are vulnerable to water shortages.

The infrastructure design for many of the recommended projects is aimed at
taking full advantage of stormwater runoff including extreme summer rainfall
events predicted as a result of climate change. These projects intend to
harvest this water and use it to increase water supply security for dryland
towns and communities. This will also reduce the need to use valuable town
scheme water supplies at standpipes for emergency livestock and community
use.

Through the 2019-20 financial year $495 423 has been committed to seven
Community Water Supply Projects (refer to Rural Water Program update
attachment 3).

2



ATTACHMENT 2
DWERMW28/20

Item: Farmlands project - Due to the success of this project that every
endeavour be made to continue the program.

Response: The Water Corporation has provided its response directly to the
Minister s office.

Item: Delays in transfer of AA tanks to local governments due to Native Title.

Response: Native Title Settlement assessment is managed by Department of
Lands and Heritage. The Native Title Settlement assessment process is
required when the land has no management order attached to the title. If this
is the case the process for transfer of some of the Agricultural Area dams and
sources to Shires can be delayed for a number of years as has occurred with
the handover of six AA tanks in the Mount Marshall Shire. The Water
Corporation does not have any control over the Native Title Settlement
process which needs ratifying through the court system, however it is
understood that it may be six months before the bac log is relieved.

[The Water Corporation has provided information on this item directly to the
Minister s office.]

Item: Sewerage - Lack of funding for the Water Corporation to put in
sewerage systems and the limit this puts on development

Response: The Water Corporation has provided its response directly to the
Minister s office.

Item: Reticulated Water - Lack of funding for the Water Corporation to put in
reticulated water and the limit this puts on development

Response: The Water Corporation has provided its response directly to the
Minister’s office.

3



ATTACHMENT 2
DWERMW28/20

• Item: Is there any likelihood of additional water being required from the
Dinner Hill  Aquifers (Leederville/Pamellia/Yarragadee) west of Moora to an

area east of Badgingarra, for the Perth Metropolitan area? Substantial
horticulture areas (citrus, stone fruit and potatoes) have already been
established in the area and it is understood that new research  n the area
indicates more projects would be viable. Is there a plan to increase or
otherwise encourage  nvestment in that area by increasing water allocation
limits?

Response: There will be no requirement for water from the Dinner Hill
aquifers for the Perth metropolitan areas.

Water allocation limits in the Dinner Hill area were increased in 2018 from
12.6 gigalitres per annum to 16.2 gigalitres per annum.

Information from the East Midlands State Groundwater Investigation Program
will be used to review the abstraction capacity of the aquifer in relation to
groundwater flow to the Cowalla Confined subarea of the Gingin Groundwater
area. This project is expected to be completed by the end of 2020 and no
decision has yet been made on the likelihood of additional water being
available.

Water allocation limits would only be increased if scientific information
indicates that additional water can be taken sustainably without impacts to the
environment and existing users.

• Item: We are aware that an assessment has been undertaken on bore holes
in the Gingin/Moora area to look at water availability and the current
allocations across the area. When will these findings be released?

Response: The East Midlands groundwater investigation program was
completed late in 2019. The data is yet to be analysed and results are not
available at this point. It is envisaged that analysis of the information and
production of a report summarising the findings will be completed at the end
of 2020.

4
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DWERMW28/20

Item: In regard to the reserve [horticultural reserve in north Wanneroo] for the
metropolitan area, is there an opportunity to re-evaluate that percentage to be
able to encourage High Intensity Agriculture use?

Response: The reduction for groundwater users in north Wanneroo has
already been re-evaluated down from 25 per cent to 10 per cent. This is a
reasonable reduction and will apply to over 2000 licensed groundwater users
across the Gnangara mound such as local governments, sporting clubs,
industry, and other irrigated agriculture as well as the north Wanneroo
horticultural area. So that people have time to adjust, the change to licences
will be made in 2028. To make up the overall water balance, a much larger
reduction will apply to the Water Corporation.

Due to climate change, less water is replaced in the Gnangara groundwater
system from rainfall than is pumped out. North Wanneroo is one of the areas
where the impacts on groundwater levels are greatest. The government is
mindful of the importance of assisting people to adjust to a future with less
groundwater, so the Department is working with the Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development to support improved on-farm water
management.

Item: Would it be possible to offer an incentive to farmers/producers to be
water conservative without losing or compromising their allocation so that
more water can be released?

Response: Farmers and all other water users in Western Australia will need
to conserve water to adjust to having less water available. If we keep using
the same amount of water, groundwater levels will fall, streams will dry,
vegetation and wetlands will deteriorate, water quality will deteriorate and
irrigated agriculture will become unsustainable.

Instead, growers are being encouraged to be highly efficient, so that they can
continue to use their existing allocation (or a slightly reduced allocation across
Gnangara) in an environment where rainfall and recharge is reducing.
Rainfall, streamflow and recharge to groundwater have been declining across
south-west Western Australia since the 1970 s.

When the Department developed the 2009 Gnangara groundwater allocation
plan, average annual rainfall was 729 millimetres (Perth Airport rainfall site
1975-2008). Since then we ve had three of the driest years on record: 483
millimetres in 2010, 578 millimetres in 2015 and 525 millimetres in 2019.
Between now and 2030, we expect an average of between 650 millimetres
and 700 millimetres with dry years occurring more often.

To maintain groundwater as a viable resource for ongoing use and other
public and environmental benefits, we need to stabilise groundwater levels
and enable some key areas to recover. Over time, all water users will need to
use water more effectively to adjust to reduced groundwater availability.

5
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. Item: For situations such as the couple of farms that are selling water to
Coca-Cola in large volumes - essentially they have no employees, they're not
producing anything and not really spending money in the Shire; should they
be rated the same as everybody else? Could this be classed as an extractive
industry?

Response: The amount of water taken for water bottling is relatively low
compared to the overall take of water in areas such as Gingin, and the
Department regulates this activity via the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
1914 licensing process. This activity is not classified as an abstractive
industry for the purposes of water licencing and any licence issued will have
conditions to ensure that the water resource is ta en in a sustainable manner
and that the water allocation limit for the area is not exceeded.

The Act does not allow the Department to discriminate on the relative or social
value of an industry or activity when a water licence is requested. Licence
applications are assessed against a number of criteria which are described in
the Act and these address issues such as ecological sustainability,
environmental concerns, planning considerations and local by laws.
Safeguards are often also put in place that impose conditions, such as
detailed hydrological assessments and ongoing monitoring for activities that
may have impact on other users and the environment.

While it is acknowledged that the desire of local communities is that water is
used preferentially to support local industries and for social and environmental
needs, water is also a state resource and the Act requires that it be
considered in such a context.

Item: On-selling of water licences, instead of resumption of them by DWER,
when licence owners don't need the water has created a trade-able licence.
What is the Water Corporation doing about this matter?

Response: This appears to be a question for the Department of Water and
Environmental regulation (rather than the Water Corporation.)

To ensure our water resources are used sustainably, protecting existing water
users and supporting future water-dependent development opportunities, the
use of our water resources must be properly managed and accounted for.

To provide future opportunity for development in areas where available water
resources are limited, the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 has
provisions for licensees to transfer water entitlements, or reach an agreement
for a limited time to allow another person to use (transact) part or all of their
entitlements. Water entitlement transactions are most common where
allocation limits have been reached.

6
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However, in some circumstances, licensed water users are consistently not
using their water entitlements and the Department may recoup the unused
entitlement.

• Item: If water reduction is the true aim what is the Water Corporation doing to
incentivise the licence holders to return portions of their licence?

Response: This appears to be a question for the Department of Water and
Environmental regulation (rather than the Water Corporation.)

No incentives exist. At the time of renewal, all licences are subject to an audit
to determine if water is being used as described in the terms and conditions of
a licence. If the Department assessment deems that water has been unused,
the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 has provisions for the Department
to take back (recoup) unused entitlements.

In some areas recouping is carried out on an active level, where the water
resource is under pressure, for example in Gingin Brook. While in other areas
water is only recouped at the point of licence renewal, or if a compliance issue
triggers an audit of water usage. Additionally the Department is implementing
a metering program that comes into full effect at the end of 2020 that will see
all licences with an allocation of 10 000 kilolitres or greater requiring meters to
be fitted to all ground and surface water draw points.

• Item: Is the State Government intending to invest in creating a High Tech
Education Area that will showcase what can be done with less water to prove
to producers that water use can be significantly less and then assist
producers to change?

Response: This item falls within the Primary Industries portfolio.

• Item: Attendance at Rural Water Council meetings by officers from the
Minister's Office. Past Ministers for Water had arranged for an officer from
their office to regularly attended meetings of the Rural Water Council. This
proved to be extremely beneficial in the exchange of information and in
prompt advice on policy and nonoperational matters raised at the meetings.

Response: My office was not aware that there was an expectation for a
representative from my office to attend the Rural Water Council meetings. The
Department and the Water Corporation both attend these meetings and as
required report key issues back to my office. I will consider a representative
from my office attending future meetings.

7



Agency ref No: Ministerial ref No: 75-10602-1

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MINISTER FOR WATER

Water Corporation

Meeting with the Rural Water Council of WA to be held on 30 January 2020

Farmlands Water Supply Improvement Project

Background

Due to the success of t e Farmlands Water Supply Improvement Project, Rural Water
Council members have requested that every endeavour be made to continue the program.

The Farmlands network commenced with installation of the Goldfields and Agricultural
Water Supply Scheme (GAWS) Main Conduit from 1898 to 1903. Farmlands water
schemes were originally constructed to supply water to properties outside town boundaries,
improving water supply to WA's Wheatbelt and provide security during drought.

Further developments were undertaken around 1950 to connect major towns to the Golden
Pipeline and then in the 1960s, 70s and 80s, when approximately 4,500 km of pipe was
installed to expand the network, with the help of the farmers themselves.

In the Goldfields and Agricultural Region, Water Corporation manages more than 7,800km
of water pipe in the Farmlands. Due to a variety of environmental and historical factors the
network is now aging prematurely. There was an increased level of customer complaints
regarding the number of supply interruptions and leaks and bursts in the Farmlands area.

It was apparent there was growing dissatisfaction from Farmlands customers regarding their
water service and the infrastructure. Main areas of concern were premature failure of
assets, high frequency of repeat bursts, repairs on the same lengths of pipe and water loss
through pipe failure.

The original concept of the Farmlands Water Supply Improvement Project was a three year,
$32M investment to replace 64km of pipe, repair 7,500 pipeline joints and install smart
meters.

Current Situation

Implementation of Stage 1 of the Farmlands replacement program in 2015-16 was well
received. The installation of smart meters has been dropped from the scope due to
technical issues related to the vast spread of the Farmlands. Funding set aside for smart
meters was moved to repair of pipe joints and more than $3M has been invested in the
proactive welding and banding of above ground steel pipe joints.

The first and second years of the Farmlands pipe replacement program are complete with
the third year well underway. Stage 4 has designs complete and tenders are in progress.
The Farmlands pipe replacement program has been a great success for the Corporation
with in excess of 85 separate sites having pipeline replacements.

The Corporation s Key Performance Indicator of leaks and bursts per 100km for the
Goldfields and Agricultural Region has reduced from 27.5 per 100km in 2014-15 to 21.6 per
100km. The number of customers interrupted for greater than one hour in the region's
farmlands has also reduced from a high of 6,361 in 2016-17 to 4,907 in 2018-19.

All pipeline replacements have been completed by small local contractors, many with
indigenous involvement.

Nexus #83898399 Page 1 of 2



There are many more pipes identified for replacement in the Farmlands Water Supply
Improvement Program. These are prioritised and scoped for delivery in future stages. This
financial year it has been decided to extend the Farmlands pipe replacement program to
Water Corporation's Mid West and Great Southern Reg ons that lie directly to the north and
south of the Goldfields and Agricultural Region. This makes good business sense because
of synergies shared by the areas, the opportunity to lever efficiencies in project
management, contracting and prioritisation and also provide parity  n customer service
across the Farmlands.

At this time, Water Corporation intends to continue the Farmlands pipe replacement
program.

Due to the success of the pipe replacement program and repairs, proactive pipe joint
repairs will tail off at the end of 2019-20. If, in the future Water Corporation does
discontinue the Farmlands pipe replacement program, planned pipe replacements will need
to continue in order to meet and maintain adequate levels of service to customers.

Recommendation

The Minister to note.

Pat Donovan
Chief Executive Officer

NOTED

23/01/2020

Hon Dave Kelly ML 
MINISTER FOR WATER

/ 2020

Prepared by:
Sharon Broad

Position Title: Contact:

Date Prepared:

Regional Manager, Goldfields & Ph: 08 9622 4818 / Mob: 0419948893
Agricultural
22/01/2020
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Agency ref No: Ministerial ref No: 75-10602

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MINISTER FOR WATER

Water Corporation

Meeting with the Rural Water Council of WA to be held on 30 January 2020

Background

Rural Water Council members are meeting with the Minister in Northam on
30 January 2020 and have raised various concerns. The meeting will also be attended by
representatives from the Water Corporation, Sharon Broad, Regional Manager, Goldfields &
Agricultural Region and Adrian Stewart, Regional Manager, Great Southern Region.

Top cs put forward for discussion directed to the Water Corporation include the Fixed
Standpipe Review and its implementation, the continuation of the Farmlands Water Supply
Improvement Project and the funding for water and wastewater infrastructure.

Current Situation

Fixed Standpipes

An overview of the situation on regional standpipes has been provided in the attached
CIBN.

In brief, Water Corporation undertook a comprehensive engagement program 12 months
prior to implementation of the revised pricing structure on 1 July 2019. A Water Corporation
representative met with every impacted local government to discuss the revised
classifications and encourage local governments to undertake community consultation
regarding the upcoming implementation.

Water Corporation also requested local governments nominate their preferred classification
for shire-owned standpipes, based on community need identified as part of the consultation
undertaken by local governments.

The availability of standpipes for public use is based on the classification nomination provided
by the respective local government. It is the responsibility of local governments to manage
the nominated use of standpipes which may include locking services which have been
nominated as Local Authority use or Fire use. In some instances, there may be a Water
Corporation requirement to temporarily close some standpipes due to abnormal supply
issues. In these situations, the Corporation will endeavor to provide the respective local
government with as much notice as possible.

Farmlands Water Supply Improvement Project

Due to the success of the Farmlands Water Supply Improvement Project, Rural Water
Council members have requested that every endeavour be made to continue the program.

At this time, the Water Corporation intends to continue the Farmlands pipe replacement
program. Due to the success of the pipe replacement program and repairs, proactive pipe
joint repairs funded through the Farmlands project will tail off at the end of 2019-20 and
levels of repairs will return to the base level funded through the usual planned maintenance.

If, in the future Water Corporation does discontinue the Farmlands pipe replacement
program, planned pipe replacements will need to continue in order to meet and maintain
adequate levels of service to customers, (See briefing note 75-10602-1).
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Regional Funding for Water and Wastewater

(See briefing note 75-10602-2). Planned capital investment in the Corporation s Regional
Water and Wastewater Infrastructure portfolios is significant and projects have been
prioritised to optimally reduce risk and achieve the Corporation’s strategic objectives.

The Water Corporation has allocated $171M of capital investment over five years
(FY2020/21 to FY2024/25) for projects to upgrade our Regional Water Source and Water
Treatment Infrastructure.

A further $311M will be invested in projects to upgrade our Regional Water Networks
infrastructure.

The Water Corporation has allocated $133M of capital investment over five years
(FY2020/21 to FY2024/25) for projects to upgrade our Regional Wastewater Treatment,
Disposal and Reuse infrastructure.

A further $63M will be invested in projects to upgrade our Regional Wastewater Networks
infrastructure.

Recommendation

The Minister to note.

Pat Donovan
Chief Executive Officer

NOTED

22/01/2020

Att
Flon Dave Kelly  L 
MINISTER FOR WATER

/ /2020

Prepared by:
Sharon Broad Regional Manager, Goldfields & Ph:08 9622 4818/ Mob: 0419948839

Agricultural
22/01/2020

Position Title: Contact:

Date Prepared:
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Agency ref No: Ministerial ref No: 75-10602-2

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MINISTER FOR WATER

Water Corporation

Meet ng with the Rural Water Council of WA to be held on 30 January 2020

Reticulated Water and Sewerage Funding

Background

Rural Water Council members have raised concerns regarding -

. Reticulated Water - Lack of funding for the Water Corporation to put in reticulated water and
the limit th s puts on development;

. Sewerage - Lack of funding for the Water Corporation to put in sewerage syste s and the
limit this puts on development.

Current situation

Planned capital investment in the Corporation s Regional Water and Wastewater Infrastructure
portfolios is significant and projects ha e been prioritised to optimally reduce risk and achieve
the Corporation s strategic objectives. The investments align with the approved Treasury
budget submission provided through the Strategic Asset Plan.

Water

. The Water Corporation has allocated $171M of capital investment over five years
(FY2020/21 to FY2024/25) for projects to upgrade our Regional Water Source and Water
Treatment Infrastructure.

. a further $311M will be invested in projects to upgrade our Regional Water Networks
infrastructure.
Investment includes projects to:

o Sustain customer demand to meet required levels of service for our water sources
and network infrastructure (e.g. new pipelines and treatment plant upgrades),

o Mini ise customer service interruption by improving reliability of our assets
(e.g. bore renewals); and

o Address risks to ensure our customers have safe drinking water (e.g. bore sealing
program and replacement of open storages with tanks).

Wastewater

The Water Corporation has allocated $133M of capital investment over five years
(FY2020/21 to FY2024/25) for projects to upgrade our Regional Wastewater Treatment,
Disposal and Reuse infrastructure.

.   further $63  will be invested in projects to upgrade our Regional Wastewater Networks
infrastructure.
Investment includes projects to: .

o Provide new wastewater services to customers and increase the capacity of existing
infrastructure to meet customer demand;

o Enhance asset reliability to prevent wastewater discharging to the environment; and
o Improve the quality of treated wastewater to meet new licence conditions from

Regulators.
These investments do not include additional minor works or operations and maintenance
investment in the Regions on water and wastewater infrastructure.
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Reticulation to Support Development

The extension of reticulation networks is a function of urban development undertaken by the
proponents of the development not the Corporation. The Corporation s five-year capital
investment program is developed to support such orderly development, with the provision of the
necessary headworks.

In the case of non-orderly or remote development where:
• It is not supported by existing water and wastewater infrastructure.
• It leapfrogs the existing urban front.
• It carries the risk of stranded assets and the Corporation being required to operate and

maintain a scheme at a loss.

It is the Corporation’s policy to offer developers a commercial solution ensuring it  s the
proponent of the development that carries the risk and not the state. This is in line with
provisions of the Water Corporations Act in that it must act in accordance with prudent
commercial principles. Any change to this, is a matter for Government and the Minister for
Water.

Examples of Capital Projects relevant to the Rural Water Council:

Water Conveyance (pipes, pump stations and tanks):

Completed projects:

• Goldfields Agriculture Water Supply (GAWS) Farmlands Project - Since 2015 we have
replaced more than 57 km of pipeline and installed over 13,500 bands on leaks and pipeline
joints to improve reliability. We plan to continue to invest in improving the water supply
services in the Goldfields and Agricultural Region with more stages of work in the years to
come.

• GAWS Main Conduit Cunderdin B Pump Station upgrade completed in March 2019 at a cost
of $10.5M.

• GAWS Dalwallinu 2 ML Tank & Pithara Booster Pump station upgrade - completed in
arch 2019 at a cost of $7.7M.

• Great Southern Towns Water Supply (GSTWS) Kondinin (and Hyden) water supply
improvements costing $15.1  completed in October 2019. Further projects to improve
supply to Flyden planned in the next few years.

In progress:

• GSTWS - Various tank and pipeline projects to improve supply to Wagin, Katanning and
Kojonup and other parts of the system to be completed in the next five years at a cost of
$53 .

• GAWS Replace 1.6km BG Extension Main (to York and Beverley) - planned completion in
late 2021 at a cost of $3 .

• GAWS Beverley Water Supply Improvements - expected completion in mid 2021 at a cost
of $14 .

• Cervantes elevated tank replacement expected completion in mid-2021 at a cost of $1M.
• GSTWS Lake Grace WS5 Extension underlay renewals - planned completion late-2020 at a

cost of $2.5M,

Wastewater Conveyance and Wastewater Treatment:

In progress:

• Northam Gravity Sewer Relining expected to be completed late 2020 at a cost of $6.1M.
• Bruce Rock Septic Tan  Effluent Disposal scheme expected to be completed in mid-2020 at

a cost of $11.3M.
• York WWTP - treatment plant upgrade expected to be completed by 2021 at a cost of

$5.4M.
• Watheroo WTP - replacement of sand filters to  mprove reliability of the water treatment

process to be completed late 2020 at a cost of $2.4 .

Nexus #83918966 Page 2 of 3



Asset planning / under investigation:

• Northam WWTP - treatment plant upgrade and reuse improvements.
• Wheatbelt on-farm alternative water trials - research being undertaking with Murdoch

University /  uresk for small scale desalination plants with brine disposal to assist farmers
with source security and reliability.

® Jurien Bay - borefield expansion being investigated to improve source security.
• Bindoon wastewater scheme - Water Corporation has offered technical advice to the Shire

of Chittering on decentralised technologies rather than a central scheme given high cost.

Recommendation

The Minister to note that the Water Corporation continues to invest in regional water and
wastewater syste s.

Pat Donovan
Chief Executive Officer

NOTED

23/01/2020

Hon Dave Kelly MLA
MINISTER FOR WATER

/2020

Prepared by:
Sharon Broad Regional Manager, Goldfields & Ph: 08 9622 4818 /  ob: 0419948893

Agricultural
22/01 2020

Position Title: Contact:

Date Prepared:
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Agency ref No: Ministerial ref No: 75-10602-3

BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE MI ISTER FOR WATER

Water Corporation

Small Scale Off-Grid Desalination Trial

Background

Minister for Water will visit the site of a pilot plant (Muresk) which involves farmers using
their dams to conduct desalination.

Current situation

Since 2016, the Water Corporation has been working with Murdoch University and the
Wheatbelt Development Commission to investigate innovative methodologies to better
use the Wheatbelt s water resources, including brackish underground water.

Advances in small scale desalination, water treatment and energy systems have added
to the options available for remote and regional water supply. As prices of innovative
technology drop and drivers for change intensify, a range of new water treatment
applications have the potential to be adopted.

Over the next four years, Water Corporation has committed $890,000 in cash, and a
further $500,000 in-kind to researching the viability of on-farm desalination treatment
technologies, to allow users to go  off-grid  through self-supply by desalinating the
currently under-utilised local groundwater or for farms reliant on their own water supply
to become more drought resilient.

The trial seeks to determine and demonstrate the economic, environmental, and
technical viability of on-farm water treatment delivering user-specified, variable water
qualities, blended to meet various on-farm uses such as; residential use, spray water,
livestock drinking water, garden and intensive cropping water.

If successful, this research would lead to a reduction in demand on our scheme water
while reducing maintenance costs to prevent leaks and breakages across the
geographically vast Goldfields and Agricultural Water Supply Scheme (GAWS).

As requested by the Minister s office, a meeting was held between Water Corporation
and Richard George, Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development
(DPIRD) Principal Research Scientist - Water Science to discuss this research project.
The outcome of this meeting was to further align research in the area of drought
resilience between the two organisations and to establish the roles and responsibilities
associated with current and proposed projects,

DPIRD, in collaboration with the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation
(DWER), will investigate and assess existing data and develop tools to access
groundwater using digital catchment data, machine learning algorithms and models.
This research would then combine with the Water Corporation project, to assess the
most appropriate treatment technology for a farm based on the groundwater modelling
tool.

Water Corporation under the proposal led by DPIRD through the Drought Resilience
Funding Plan 2020-2024, is seeking $1.5M in funding as part of the Enhancing On Farm
Water Supplies project. This will significantly enhance the research with on-farm trials
of a solar powered desalination unit, a solar powered multi dwelling sized membrane
treatment plant, trialing of four emerging technologies and monitoring of existing on-
farm water desalination plants.
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Water Corporation, DWER, DP1RD, Wheatbelt Development Commission and Murdoch
University are working in collaboration to engage various stakeholders, including
farmers and the business community, to build support for the projects and for the
potential adoption of the solutions and outcomes.

Recommendation

Water Corporation will continue to work on this project and keep the Minister informed.

Pat Donovan
Chief Executive Officer

NOTED

23/01/2020

Hon Dave Kelly MLA
MINISTER FOR WATER

2020

Prepared by:
Sharon Broad

Position Title: Contact:

Date Prepared:

Regional Manager, Goldfields & Ph: 08 9622 4818 /  ob: 0419948893
Agricultural
22 01/2020

Nexus #83891475 Page 2 of 2



GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Wheatbelt
Development
Commission

Min/Agency ref:

File ref: M02.20

BRIEFING  OTE FOR THE MI ISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPME T

Visit to the Muresk Small Scale Desalination Trial Site by the Minister for Water
on the 30 January 2020

BACKGROUND

In 2016, Murdoch University, Water Corporation, and the Wheatbelt Development
Commission (WDC) formed a relationship focused on taking a strategic approach to
ensuring that water availability does not pose a constraint to the future growth and
development of the Wheatbelt.

The partnership has developed under a joint strategic understanding as to the
imperative of increasing the Wheatbelt s available water, both potable and non-
potable, without increasing the amount that is taken from Perth s Integrated Water
Supply Scheme.

As alternative water sources must be considered, the partnership between Murdoch
University, Water Corporation and WDC is an avenue to explore innovative and
sustainable regional water solutions. This approach includes all possible measures of
protecting potable water sources. It capitalises on underutilised water sources and
maximises the use of fit for purpose water, alleviating pressure on scarce and high
quality water resources. The approach recognises that the majority of the Wheatbelt s
potable water is delivered from Perth’s water supply through a series of reticulated
pipelines. This approach includes:

• Maximised use of fit for purpose water (i.e. using non potable water in
instances when potable water is not required);

• Grey and wastewater management and reuse;
• Encouraging efficient water use where savings to potable sources can be

made; and
• Desalination where it is required to provide fit for purpose water.

The WDC’s role in this area is to engage with any projects that are related to future
water availability in the Wheatbelt, ensure that interested parties work together, ensure
the information and data collected from Wheatbelt projects can be a shared resource
and where possible, identify and facilitate project funding sources.

CURRENT SITUATION

Murdoch University, Water Corporation and WDC have been working to establish a
trial site at Muresk Institute for a small scale off-grid desalination plant. Muresk was
selected as the trial site because of its;

• track record of partnering on research projects;



ability to showcase to the community, in a real time manner, its projects as they
develop and operate; and
operational status and its public accessibility as a working farm.

This trial project also gives academics and students exposure to the Wheatbelt region
and to the challenges and opportunities associated with water in the future.

The main objectives of the Muresk trial are to;

• gather data on the efficiency of a stand-alone, small scale desalination units in
a farm environment;

• conduct experiments with different levels of salinity;
• assess the capacity of the unit to treat specific volumes of water; and
• to investigate potential uses for the treated water.

The project will also create an opportunity for interested stakeholders and researcher
to become aware of this project. Importantly, the trial has engaged with Misty Ridge
Plant Farm, a successful Regional Economic Development Grant proponent. The
Misty Ridge project has established a stand-alone desalination plant and elaborate
irrigation systems and is in the early stages of operations. The project proponent has
agreed to work in conjunction with the Muresk project team to provide a further level
of research, education and technical comparison of the respective approaches,
theories and technical aspects of the projects.

The Muresk trial unit has recently been placed on site and has commenced operating
in a test phase.

There will be an opportunity to officially launch this trial when the initial test phase is
complete and the site can be safely accessed.

RECOMMENDATION/ACTIONS

It is recommended that the Minister:
1. Note this information; and
2. Provide this information to Minister Kelly.

NOTED | APPROVED | NOT APPROVED

Gavin Robins HON ALANNAH MACTIERNAN MIC
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

24/01/2020 / /2019

Contact: Gavin Robins, CEO WDC Tel: 08 9622 7222 Mob: 0408 320 277
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Government of Western Australia
Department of Communities

Minister for Youth
Briefing Note

Ministerial Ref: 75-11516

Subject: Presentation of a Lottery west grant to the Avon Youth Community and
Family Services Inc

You have been invited to present a Lotterywest grant of $95,500.00 to the Avon Youth
Community and Family Services Inc which will be used to fund a bus supporting
community services in Northam targeting marginalised and economically disadvantaged
young people.

Background
• The Department of Communities (Communities) currently funds the Avon Youth

Community and Family Services Inc. for the Services for Young People At Risk -
Moora service (the service).

• The service is funded for diversionary recreational activities only, and in 2018-19 was
funded $172,717.90.

• Communities have developed an Action Plan for At Risk Youth (the Action Plan), under
the portfolio area of your colleague Hon Simone McGurk MLA, Minister for Child
Protection. The Action Plan will define how Communities will work alongside young
people, families and the community to improve outcomes for at risk young people. The
draft Action Plan has been submitted to Minister McGurk MLA for consideration/
approval.

Current situation
• One of the key components of the Action Plan is the intention to redesign the Services

for Young People to better meets the needs of, and improve outcomes for, at risk
youth.

• The decision to proceed with this lies with Minister McGurk under the child protection
portfolio area.

Recommendation
That you note this information for your presentation of the Lotterywest grant to the
Avon Youth Community and Family Services Inc.

Noted

Astrid Kalders
A/Assistant Director General
Policy ana Service Design

HON DAVE KELLY MLA
MINISTER FOR YOUTH

24 / 1 /2020 / / 2020
Contact: Astrid Kalders, A/Assistant Director General Policy and Service Design Tel: 63812354 Mob: 0408379614
Drafting Officer: Leah Richards, Senior Policy Officer Policy and Service Design
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30 Hon Dave Kelly MLA
Thursday Minister for Water; Forestry;

January Innovation and ICT; Science; Youth
2020

Daily Itinerary

January 2020

T W T F S S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 31

Northam
Amy Cowdell, Alyesha Anderson and Emma Collyer travelling with the Minister

8:00 AM Travel - Residence to Northam

9:30 AM Tour of Bilya Koort Boodja Centre
Venue: 2 Grey Street Northam
Note: Met by and contact: Michelle Winmar 9622 2170

10:00 AM Meeting with Rural Water Council
(1)
Venue: Bilya Koort Boodja Centre
Attachments: Agenda, briefing notes and attachments, attendees
Note: Met by and contact: Sharon Broad, WC Regional

Manager - Goldfields and Agricultural Region
0419 948 893
Dress: smart casual

11:30 AM Travel - Bilya Koort Boodja Centre to Avon Youth

11:35 AM Lotterywest Grant Presentation and Lunch
(2)
Venue: Avon Youth, 371 Fitzgerald Street East Northam
Attachments: Event summary, talking points, briefing note
Note: Met by and contact: De-Anne Muller-Watson or Wayne

Martin 0474 477 003
Dress: casual

12:30 PM Travel - Avon Youth to Muresk

12:45 PM Tour of Muresk Pilot Plant
(3)
Venue: 1 Muresk Road Northam
Attachments: Briefing note
Note: Jodi Ingram, Electorate Officer - Office of Hon Laurie

Graham MLC 0499 015 999
Dress: enclosed shoes and long pants
Site only accessible by 4wd; will be met in carpark and
driven out by staff

1:45 PM Travel - Muresk to Toodyay Community Centre



2:15 PM Toodyay Community Event
)

Venue: Toodyay Community Centre, 67 Stirling Terrace
Attachments: Event invitation, guest list, regional achievements
Note: Met by and contact: Jodi Ingram, Electorate Officer

Office of Hon Laurie Graham MIC 0499 015 999

3:00 PM Travel - Toodyay to Residence

4:00 PM Private Briefing
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