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Dear Attorney General 

GUARDIANSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION AMENDMENT (MEDICAL RESEARCH) 
BILL 2020 

This letter is to confirm my support for the Guardianship and Administration 
Amendment (Medical Research) Bill 2020. 

The Office of the Public Advocate was a key stakeholder in the Statutory Review of 
the Guardianship and Administration Act 1990 (the Act), the report of which was 
tabled in the Parliament on 2 December 2015. Both my office and the Department of 
Health, specifically requested medical research be considered in the Terms of 
Reference of the review, as it has been an ongoing issue for guardians and there is a 
lack of clarity in the Act. 

I met with Professor Gary Geelhoed, Executive Director, Western Australian Health 
Translation Network, on 18 June 2018 who addressed the concerns I raised in the 
Statutory Review regarding the provision of placebos in medical research. I was 
assured that, should a person receive a placebo during medical research, they would 
still receive the best possible existing treatment for their condition, they would just not 
receive the novel treatment being trialled in the research. I understand placebos to be 
an important part of medical research, and am confident that, should a person receive 
a placebo during medical research, they will still be receiving the best available 
treatment for their condition. 

I am supportive of the amendments in the Bill which will enable myself, as the Public 
Advocate, to consent to medical research on behalf of a represented person, where 
that research is in the person's best interests and will have no detrimental impact on 
the person. I note that the assessment by an independent medical practitioner of the 
research candidate's best interests provides a key safeguard which assist guardians 
and other research decision-makers in making their decision about the participation 
of a represented person in medical research. 
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I have viewed all drafts of the Bill as it has developed, and am confident that the Bill 
ensures that the best interests of the person remain central in the amendments. As is 
required in the Guardianship and Administration Act 1990, the amendments ensure 
that all medical research decisions are made in the best interests of the person, and 
regard the wishes of the person as the paramount consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Pauline Bagdonavicius 
PUBLIC ADVOCATE 

1 April 2020 


