
Effective from Monday 8 June 2020. 
This document is uncontrolled when printed. 
Not all COVID-19 information is covered in these questions and answers. 

Please read this document in conjunction with the following documents: 
1. Excursions in Public Schools 
2. Local Area Excursions With Overnight Stay Including Camps 
3. Outdoor Education and Recreation Activities for Public Schools 

This document recognises that the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) has 
stated boarding facilities pose higher COVID-19 risks than the school environment, which means 
protective measures need to be greater at school camp sites than in schools. 

Guidelines 

• There are a range of measures that can be undertaken in camp environments to reduce the risk of 
transmission. 

• Maintaining good personal hygiene practices, including frequent hand washing should be embedded 
in all activities. 

• Student attendance at camps is at the parent/caregivers discretion. 
• Students with chronic medical conditions should seek medical advice prior to attending the school 

camp. 

• All current Department of Education policies with regard to visitors to school sites apply in the camp 
environment. 

• All current Department of Education policies in relation to camps and outdoor activities apply. 
• All Department of Education guidelines in relation to protecting school communities from COVID-19 

apply. 

Facility specific risk assessment 

It is noted that each camp facility is different and different issues will exist. As such, schools are 
required to undertake a facility-specific risk assessment, analysis and mitigation process to manage the 
risk posed by COVID-19. 

The risk assessment should include, but is not limited to, consideration of: 
• accommodation and sleeping arrangements 
• hygiene facilities 
• catering practices and procedures 
• meal time procedures 
• activity or learning times 
• dormitory procedures 
• entry to and exit from camp site 
• visitors to the site 
• off site visits 



• vulnerable students (note that students with chronic conditions should seek medical advice prior to 
attending the school camp) 

• laundry areas 
• equipment to be used and related cleaning. 

The risk analysis should inform the development of mitigations that lower the risk of transmission and 
promote good health, hygiene and physical distancing within the camp facility. The aim is to protect the 
students, the staff and the school community. Mitigations should ensure that the risk is managed as far 
as is reasonably practicable. 

Strategies to limit risk in a school camp environment 

• Ensure the total number of people attending the camp are consistent with Department of Education 
policy and with relevant statements in the Western Australian Public School Operating Guidelines in 
response to COVID-19. 

• Meet the current recommendations for physical distancing as well as for infection prevention and 
control with a focus on: 
o establishing processes to ensure that all camp participants (adults and children) are well and not 

symptomatic at the start of the camp 
o reducing out of camp facility visits to reduce the risk of infection introduction into the camp site 
o reducing the risk of an adult to adult transmission through all staff maintaining 1.5m distance from 

other adults. 
• Revise sleeping arrangements: 

o Single rooms for sleeping preferred from an infection control perspective. 
o Dormitory accommodation raises concern around infection prevention and increases the number 

of primary contacts. If NO option but to use dormitory accommodation then reduction on normal 
capacity to 25% of the usual total is required. 

• Minimise use of shared bathrooms. Preference is for individual use bathrooms and toilets where 
possible. If shared facilities are used, implement additional cleaning and hygiene measures and 
maximise physical distancing. 

• Stagger dining times in shared dining rooms to reduce group numbers. 
• Implement measures to maximise physical distancing in shared recreation areas. 
• Ensure frequent and appropriate cleaning and disinfection of the facility. 
• In cases of medical treatment, implement appropriate infection control and precautions including PPE 

as appropriate for tasks performed. 
• Communal sharing of resources should be minimised where practicable. Students should be 

encouraged to bring their own equipment or equipment may be allocated to individual students where 
possible. 

Health, hygiene and cleaning requirements 

• Ensure facilities have sufficient cleaning products, soap and hand sanitiser to ensure safe practices. 
• Encourage good hygiene practices including regular hand washing with soap and water for 20 

seconds or using hand sanitiser. 
• AHPPC guidelines recommend ensuring frequent and appropriate cleaning and disinfection of camp 

facilities. Cleaning must be undertaken each day of camp activity. 


