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Question Without Notice No. 956 asked in the Legislative Council on 17 September 2020 
by Hon Petf'.r Collier 

Parliament : 40 Session : 1 

Answered on 

EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY - REVENUE 

956. Hon P ETER CO LLIER lo the minister representing the M inister for Emergency Services: 

My question is asked on behalf of Hon Dr Steve Thomas, who is on urgent parliamentary business. 

I refer to the m inister's entry in the Government Gazette of 19 June 2020 that indicated that emergency services levy 

revenue for 2020-21 is expected to be around $30 mill ion down on the previous year. 

(I) ls the indicated reduction of ESL revenue due to this year's revaluation of the gross rental value or unimproved value 

of properties by the WA Valuer-General? 

(2) lfno to (I), why is the total ESL revenue collected expected to be down? 

(3) What will the impact of the reduced ESL revenue be? 

(4) Will the government top up the budget of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services from the consolidated fund 

to compensate for the reduced ESL revenue? 

(5) Will the minister guarantee that no emergency brigade or service will have a reduction in funding in 2020-21 

compared with 2019-20 despite this reduction in income? 

Hon ST EPHEN DAWSON replied: 

I thank Hon Dr Steve Thomas for some notice of the question. The following answer has been provided to me by the 

Minister for Emergency Services. 

(I) No. 

(2)-{S) The McGowan government will continue its record level of investment in emergency services and community 

safety. All de tails of the state's emergency services funding will be released in the state budget. 
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Question Without Notice No. 1216 asked in the Legislative Council on 4 November 2020 
by Hon Dr Steve Thomas 

Parliament: 40 Session: 1 

Answered on 

EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY - REVENUE 

1216. Hon Or ST EVE T HOMAS co the minister representing the M inister fo r Emergency Services: 

l refer to the minister's answer to question without notice 956 asked on 17 September 2020. When he was asked, "ls the 

indicated reduction of ESL revenue due to this year's revaluation of the gross rental value or unimproved value of 

properties by the WA Valuer-General?", the minister answered no. I refer also to the Legislative Assembly estimates of 22 

October 2020, when the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner was recorded as saying -

The decision by government to keep the ESL rate rise at zero per cent meant that once the revaluation of the 

metropolitan a rea from a gross rental value was done, which occurs on a rolling three-year cycle as I understand 

it, there was a reduction in GRV of circa IO per cent. That meant, effectively, the ESL was reduced, which led to 

that figure. 

(I) Has the minister or the commissioner misled the Parliament in their conflicting answers? 

(2) lf no to (1), why not? 

(3) l fno to (I), why is the ESL revenue col!cctcd expected 10 be down by S34 million? 

(4) Will the minister guarantee that no emergency brigade or service will have a reduction in funding in 2020-21 

compared with 2019--20 despite this reduction in income? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSO N replied: 

I thank Hon Dr Steve Thomas for some notice of the question. 

(I) No. 

(2) The reason for the reduction in emergency services levy revenue this year is due to a government decision to freeze 

the ESL rates at 2019--20 levels. 

(3) Applying 2019--20 ESL rates to 2020-21 gross rental values, which have decreased overall as a result of the 

revaluation by the WA Valuer-General, has resulted in less ESL revenue being raised this year. Had the freeze in 

ESL not been applied, ESL rates would have been adjusted in 2020-21 to offset the impact of the decrease in 

gross rental values and ensure that there would not be a shonfall in revenue. 

(4) Yes. DFES' overall funding has not been reduced and thus there will be no impact on the delivery of emergency 

services. The shortfall in funding from this year's ESL revenue has been met by a state government appropriation to 

DFES. 
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the list, 1 really do not know. If it wants to move on and build its own facility, hey, it is its facility; it can do that. We 
are not stopping it. But in terms of allocating the money, clearly the committee did not agree with a request from 
the City of Armadale. That is probably the reason why they did not invite us! 

Mr D. T. REDMAN: I refer to page 467 of budget paper No 2 and the line item "Emergency Services Levy" in the 
table headed "Income Statements". I have a number of questions on this, but I will just get some clarity on the first 
bit. The 2020-21 budget estimate figure of$372 million as income from the emergency services levy is quite a bit 
down from the previous year. I can only imagine that some concessions have been given in respect of the payment 
of that levy for the COVID-related stuff. Can the minister just clarify the reason that is down on the previous year's 
actual, and what the trend line is for the next year in the forward estimates? 

[9.10pm] 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I will point the member to a number of things. First of all, as the member knows, the emergency 
services levy for the forthcoming financial year has been held at zero. Therefore, that is the drop in the income we 
would normally receive -

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is that in terms of the growth? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is not in growth; there is no growth in the relationship to the gross rental value rating either. 
Simply, none of us will have an increase in the ESL. In fact, the member has already had it; it should have been 
on his rates notice. Ifhe goes back to his rates notice, he will see there has been no increase in ESL, regardless of 
what category he is in. The difference between that and what would be approximately the right amount of money
around $407 million- has been made up by an allocation from consolidated revenue of approximately $40 million 
so that the department is not -

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Can I clarify whether the levy is still there? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: What is the minister saying is zero? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: There is no levy collected this financial year. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is no levy being collected at all in the 2020-21 financial year? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Is that number not what would normal ly be collected? What is the figure for the emergency 
services levy income? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Does the commissioner want to talk about that? 

Mr D. Klemm: There has been a zero per cent increase in the ESL 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: But not zero levy. 

Mr D. Klemm: Correct. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The minister just said no levy was being collected, which is why 1 am confused. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: No. Obviously the levy is being collected but there is no increase in the levy being collected. 

Mr S.K. L'ESTRANGE: At least it is clear now! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: It is not that no levy is being collected! Has the member not read his rates notice yet? 

M1· D.T. REDMAN: l asked that twice, minister. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes, sorry. I can see who pays the bills in the member's house and it is not him. He should have 
read the rates notice already; it is all on there. He should have paid it; I hope he has paid it! Does he pay level 3? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I would love to hear from the commissioner. 

Mr D. Klemm: The decision by government to keep the ESL rate rise at zero per cent meant that once the revaluation 
of the metropolitan area from a gross rental value was done, which occurs on a rolling three-year cycle as 1 understand 
it, there was a reduction in GRV of circa IO per cent. That meant, effectively, the ESL was reduced, which led to 
that figure. 

Mr S.K. L'ESTRANGE: Is that the $33.669 million? 

Mr D. Klemm: Correct. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I thank the minister for clarifying that. That makes sense. As I suspected, concessions were 
given, which is why there are holes. On the theme of the emergency services levy, a commitment was given to put 
in place an independent ESL referral and grants advisory committee. Could the minister give me an update on the 
status of that committee? 


